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POPULATION. 


Of the various Classes of People, and of the Privileges and 
disadvantages annexed to them. 

Russia, compa^tively with the. other nations of Lurope, 
'raust be considered as a country actually new, or as an old 
nation lately revived; it cannot of consequence be very 
populous. 

Voltaire justly observes, that no other Christian power has 
a greater number of sutigeets under its dominions ; but he 
should have added, that, at least, on^fourth of the subjects 
of Russia are not Christians. 

According to the most exact calculation, founded upon tlie 
books of the last revision of the poll-tax, tibe reports of the 
provincial governors, and the returns <of the clergy, 1 should 
imagine the following account of tlid population of this em- 
pire to be much more accurate than any that has yet been 
given to us. 
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State of the Population. 


in the service are reckoned noble 


poll-tax, because in the service of the govern* 
nient - - - • * - 

Secul«\r clergy, including their children 
Regular clergy, nuns included 
Burghers - - . . . 

Persona of different vocations called Raxnocbinseu ' 
that come under no other particular deno- ^ 
mination 

Free peasants, called Odmtvortzct 
Feasants of the crown - . . * 

Peasants of the househould, or demesne, of the 
stables and of the confiscated estates 
Peasants formerly belonging to the church, but 
now vested in the crown 
Peasants of the nobility • . . - 

Peasants belonging to manufacturers 
Army, regular and irregular . - • 

Navy . . • - ^ - 

Inhabitants of the Ukraine - - . 

Inhabitants of Livonia, Esthonia and Finland, 
commonly called the conquered Provinces 
Foreigners 

Cossacks of different denonunations 
Taitars, Calmucks, and other wild nations, ei-' 
ther really or nominally under the Russian 
dominion, including the\ Laplanders, Sa* 
moides, Itamchatakans, &t. «. . . 


Miles. 

\ 

Female^.. 

f 250,000 

250,000 

• > 3.775 

> 4 . 77 <S 

,168,519 

*,700 

189,435 

163, 26^ 
1,300 
206,163 

) 

j 880,038 

886,808 

467,209 

1,000,000 

485,000 
1 ,000,000 

^ 500,000 

500,000 

§ 

^ 1,000,000 

1,000,000 

3.400.000 

38.000 

387 »o 54 j 

3 1.000 J 

1.030.000 

% 

3.400.000 
38,000 

> 

^ 350,000 

1.120.000 

f ^300,000 

300,000 

60,000 

500,000 

30,000 

400,000 

^ 4,000,000 

4,000,000 

14,446,341 

14 iI 45 » 3 *o 


Total Populatbn of Russia 


- a8, 37 1,631 
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Remarks on the preceding HAni-E of , Population. 

From litis view of the population we may observe, that 
the great strength of the empire lies in its own interior re- 
sources, in what may properly -be called Russia and the 
genuine sons of Russia, cxcli)sivc of the kindred ^nations, 
either conquered or dependent; though these latter have 
greatly contributed to her present power, 

M’o form an exact idea of the nature of the inhabitants of 
this country, as distinguished in tlie preceding state of po^m- 
lation, it will be necessary to give a particular description of 
each class of people, of the privileges and disadvantages an- 
nexed to it, and to shew in what manner this diversity of 
conditions composes the present constitution, and influences 
its operations. 

And to begin with tlie first division : Nobility, in Russia, 
is either derived from birth, or acquired by employment. 

All persons, whose ancestors were noble, arc themselves 
noble, except those whose blood has been attainted for 
crimes. 

All nobles are equal and have precedence only according 
to the rank of their employment in tite stete : thus a common 
writer' or common soldier, though the basest extraction, if 

8 
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he rises either in the civil or military, takes place of every 
person whatsoever of an inferior character, though sprung * 
from the 6rst families of the empire ; Mr. T— — , who is said 
to be a foundling, being now actual counsellor of statCf goes 
before prince Dolgoroulcoy, who is as yet only counsellor of 
state, though lineally descended from the Great Duke of 
Russia Volodimer himself. 

Tlic nobility, tfaougli equal in point of privileges, as men- 
tioned above, may be classed under the four following deno- 
minations : 


1. Kneaes. 

8. C!ounts.' 

3. Bmons. 

4. Gentlemen without titles. 

A Knea, or Prince, as the Russians afreet to translate it, 
is supposed to be descended either«-»lst. From • the ancient 
Great Dukes of Muscovy, or from ancestors who were for- 
nierly real f sovereigns of certain provinces, then inde- 
pendent, but now united to Russia.— 2dly, From Polish ^ or 
foreign | princes settled in the empire.— 3(Uy, From }{ Tartar 
chiefr, or such Tartars of note, who, in the reign of Alexis 
Michaelowich, renounced the Mahometan frith, and sub- 
mitted to be baptized in the Greek religion, on condition of 

‘ \ 

* Such as J^goroakoj^, Repnia.^ f Such as Veacmakojr, Shakofskot. 

i Such as Galitain, IVubctAoi. $ Such as CstitetiUr, Cantacusene. 

I Such as Justtpoil^ Madietaki. 
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bdng allowed to bear the title of Knez.*— 4tlily, From • Rus- 
sian subjects, born without titles, but created Knezes by the 
sovereign. 

Count -f* and Baron $ were terms ,absoititeIy unknown here, 
till the days of Peter ^tho First, 'who, by an {ujn(licious and 
almost indiscriminate affectation of' every ff>rcign custom, 
created several nobles with these titles ; but he did not annex 
any i)articular, .privileges to thatn, a Count or Bamn enjoying 
no precedeucp but from his rank in the service. 

'Ihcse honors,, unlike the dignities of certain countries, 
were rather rewards of uncommon merit, tlian marks of parti- 
<5ular favor ; they still continue so' and theretbre arc very 
rare. 

Some of the old nobility, who are without titles, seeing 
that these confer no real dignity or advantage, exclusive of 
service, affect to despise and to be above accepting them ; 
and, indeed, except tiic counts Cheremeto^T, Buterliii, and a 
few others, the rest of those who enjoy such titles, are mostly 
of new and obscure families,; as Rosamouski, Skavronski, 
Jagusinski, Stroganoff*, 'Bruce, 

Gentlemen, without titles, though last mentioned, are many 
of them nothing inferior to the Knezes and Counts, either 
for antiquity of decent, or nobleness of blood. 

* VoIkotukDjr, Menchikoff. t Stt^ as CSisrenietoff, Biiteriin. 

tSnoganoff, Czerkaeofll 
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These arc descended,— 1st, From the ancient * Boiars or 
j^ntlcmen, who held their lands under the crown by a kind 
of feudal tenure ; and were obliged to scrv^c the Czar in hh 
watB at the head of their peasants.— 2dly, f From foreigners 
settled in the empire.— Or, Sdly, J From those who, though 
not bom gentlemen, have raised themselves to that degree, 
by obtaining a rank in l|ie service which confers it. 

When a man has once obtained that rank, all his children 
bom aftenfards are noble ; bt|t his children bom before are 
not noble* unless Uie crown formally consents, which it sel- 
dom refuses on petition and proper application. 

' The filling an office in any, even the lowest, deparbnent 
under the crown does not in the least derogate from the 
nobility of the pelson who holds it; and every person retains 
for life the same rank which lie enjoyed when in actual 
service ; he sometimes even retires with a higher one. 

The following Table will gjve an idea of military and chil 
ranks here, as tliey stand coutrasted to each other. 

FiVery person who, by service, has acquired any rank as 
marked in these classes, thou^ it be in the fourteenth, 

* Such ai MuAufPuduti, KwAitt, Kitro^ Melodafdd.- Hie family of Ro- 
manoff, wluch was to the throne in 1S131 was tff tfait kind of nobility, 
having no title. 

Such aa Paweeic, Wedel. t aaTqfloff, Daragan. 
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which is the lowest, becomes noble himself ami entails his 
nobility upon his descendants. 

It is necessary to remark here, that in order to preserve a 
sort of superiority to the mililarj', the youngest military 
oflicer has precedence of the oldest civil officer of the same 
class : except in the two first classes, where the rank depends 
upon the date, of tlie commission. 


TABLE OF RANK. 


1?1 RST 

Military! 

I'icld Marshal 7 

(ieneral Aihniral 5 

sneoND 

Generals in Chief 7' 

Admirals. \ 

TUI an 

Lieutenant Odnerals 7 
Vice Admirals ^ 

fOl/RTII 

Major Generals 7 

■Hear Adinimls V 

VOI,. 11. 


CLASS. 

CivU. 

Great Chancellor. 

CLASS. 

Actual Privy CounsclloiN. 

CLASS. 

Privy Counsellors. 

CLASS. 

Actuid Ctmnselloi's of Suite, 
c 
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FIFTH CLAS$. 

Militarj* Civil. 

“^■'7 I Coumollor^of Stat,-. 

Conioiodorcs ^ 

SIXTH CLASS. 

Colonels 

Captains of the first Rate > Counsellors, 
in the Navy. 

And so on to flie rank of an Ensign and Register, which is 
in the 14 th, or lowest class. 

There arc particular employments which have a rank an- 
nexed to them : thus all the great officers of state arc Gene- 
rals in Chief, the Chamberlains are Major Generals, and the 
Gentlemen of the Chamber are Brigadiers. 

'llie Russian nobility, though now equal as nobles, were 
not always so or, at least, were not such in their own esti- 
mation ; which occasioned many incom’teniencies, especially 
in time of war ; as it often happened that a gentleman of a 
very ancient family scrupled to obey another of a less an- 
cient one, though appointed to a superior command by the 
Czar himself. 

To put an end. to these disputes,' Alexis Michaelowich 

commanded the nobility to deliver up to him all their patents, 
8 
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family papers, and pedigrees ; and as soon as this requisition 
was complied with, he ordered them to be publicly burnt 
before tlie gates of his palace : so that whate\ er anti(]uity 
some Russian houses may pretend to, it is merely traditional, 
as not one of Uieih lias a single writing to prove it from, 
higher than die reign of that prince. 

The title of Boiar, which we find attributed, in the old 
accounts of Russia, to the principal officers and counsellors of 
the C/ar's court, is now entirely disused. 

By an edict of Peter the First, the Russian nobility were 
obliged, not only to enter into the service themselves, but to 
register all their male children at seven years old, and to send 
them, when arrived at the age of fourteen, to the proper 
office to be reviewed and enrolled either in the civil or 
military : and those parents who neglected this duty were 
liable to very severe penalties. 

It was not easy to obtain a discharge till after five and 
twenty years service, unless on account of sickness, incapa- 
city, or other good cause; and even then, the liberty of 
retiring depended solely on the pleasure of the sovereign. 

At present, it would seem as if the nobility and their chil- 
dren were no longer bound by these rigorous ordinances, and 
that to enter into the service, or to decline it, rested on their 
own inclination alone. 

c3 
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'Fhoy now have the liberty whenever they think j)roj>cr of 
travelling into foreign countries, upon taking out, a passport 
in the eoininon form ; a regulation to which every hotly is 
obliged to submit, as no pci*sou whatsoever can leave the em- 
pire without one. 

'Die sovereign, however, sometimes refuses this pevmissiou ; 
as in the ease of the princess Dashkoif, in March 
but there were verv good reasons for that refusal. It is in- 
deed tlu; only cxamjde 1 recollect during my residence. 

Russian merehants or burghers have, of Jatti years, not only 
travelled abroad themselves, but have sent their children into 
foreign countries ; this liberty they seem rather to enjoy by 
tacit permission, than positive right: for the merchants l)ave 
lu'vcr been emancipated, as the nobility were hy the edict of 
Peter the lliird in 1702. 

'Hiosc s\ho are to serve in the military hen*, be they of 
what condition, quality, or fortune they inay, must com- 
mence as private soldiers; they do not, honever, remain 
long in that station, but arc usually soon advane('d to a 
higher rank, especially if they be of distinguished families. 

The nobility and’ those persons who are in the service of 
the government, jiay no taxes .whatsoever. 

'Ihc privilege of purchasing lands and peasants is now 
allowed to the nobility alone j formerly a manufacturer was 
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})criiiittcd to buy slaves, but that right is now either taken 
aAvay or suspended. 

The clergy both secular and regular arc, in general, cither 
the sons of' priests, or born of the meanest of the peojjlc. 
I'licy arc by no means so numerous as might be e<i)cctcd 
from the ignorance and prevailing supei'stition of this country; 
mid though tluy pay no taxes to government are very little 
burtluuisomu to it; indeed, much less so than the same order 
of men, in any other state, where hierarchy i-t established in 
the smallest degiee. 

A burgher is cither descended from a burgher, or is a pea- 
sant made free, who enters himself ou the roll of tradei-s in 
some corjjomte town. All burghers arc at liberty to buy and 
sell by wiiolesalc in all parts of the empire ; but (except at 
public fail's) they arc not permitted to trade by retail, in any 
otlier town but that of which they arc free. 

Ever}' burgher pays a certain annual sum to the guild of 
the town where he resides, towards defraying the charges and 
cxpcnccs to which it is subject : such as tlic paving, cleaning, 
and lighting the streets, funiishing commissaries and attend- 
ants to a variety of public .services, &c. &c. : this sum is not 
fixed, but depends upon accidents and occurrences : thus, for 
example, the charges for the year 1767 were to be very heavy 
upon the burghers of St. Petersbburg; because, whenever 
the sovereign removes to Mosco, they are obliged to furnish 
the whole horses at' a low rate for 130 English 

miles of 
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A burgher may become a gentleman, that is to say the 
crown may ^vc him *a brevet of rank, and yet continue a 
merchant. There are some examples in the present reign of 
buig^ers having the rank of field oiheem, and yet not retiring 
from tirade ; but to them this rank is only personal, and docN 
not make their children noblie ; Aay, it dpcs not empower the 
person himself, to whom it is granted^ to purchase lands or 
peasants. 

It would seem, however, as if -tiiie Empress was desirous of 
rendering tlie profession of a merchant more respectable in 
Rttsina, and it is ptobable it will soon be put upon a new 
footing ; that particulm privileges will be granted to burghers, 
and that the taxes, which they now pay, will be levied in 
another manner^ and under another name. At present they 
are, in many respects,, upon the same level with the peasants, 
being subject to the polhtax, and obliged to furnish recruits 
to the military service. 

i 

A foreigner may become a bui;g^r, but, if he dies, or 
chuses to leave tb^,0QUnt^/^tiue^diu:it o( his fortune ac- 
<|ui)red,( during hii.lbaii^^iersfil^ds fbrieited to the town of 
which he WjU ffte. 

The poll-tax la is ifiO copecks per imntim, being 

about fire shilhiui;s''l^ii^Ssli. 

Persons of dijii^ient vOCatitH)a& who 

come ttude^ po nrither 

burghers n!^ pcsiMtf; MiSaviDg no 
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masters, are not exempted fit>m pacing taxes, and are 
piincipallj composed of the sons of soldiers and priests 
(themselves not being soldiers or belonging to the church) of 
enfranchised slaves, converted &c, ^JHhey all pay a 

certain capitation, vrhich, at the' general revision," is settled 
according to their apparent ability. 

The free peasants, ca1l<^ OifOo/twr/aei, inhabit chieSy 
the provinces of Voronitss'twid Belgorpd ; and principajtty con»- 
sist of the descendants dt Emigrants from Poland and the 
Ukraine 'in ancient times : tliere are among l^wever, 
several of the Rnsrian nobility who, avdrse tp' ^'military 
service, as establhMi l^eter the Eirst, ehdse racier to 
enroll themselves ^ the dSsw'of OdnOtvortsies; iftan to pre> 
sent themselves and fl^^t^ldtea to jbe .'iSe^ttod'et 'tiie 
herald’s office acco'nljuag'toHt^ edict*: veered 

into the abovementioiie^’i^vmcra of 'VoinmitB and Bdgo> 
rod, and carried tbem as many of theif ftaasants as they 
could possibly tn^plan^lldther under* sudi i^itinstances. 

The tem^ Odnotvorteei of one 

house,' but thefc ate sevein!^ therdPiPn^b^ iiona^divable 
estates ; and it appeared at the butt revisiMii tha^ UlitoB were 
13,000 peasants beloogmg to them who pa ^| M''.i^l4nx to 
the crown. Th^ate pc^mtted to pos 80 M*Jp^So^^at lands 
and peasants they W nOw s&zed of, t|[^«MS^iitoapalde of 
acquiring more,' either by 'they pay 

170 copdeks or' fs* li. regula- 
tions of ttm in t|e sjiitf manner as 

the other ^ssnta^' 
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Peasants of the crown enjoy a larger portion of freedom, 
or ratlier a lesser share of slavery than any other peasants ; 
for if they pay their taxes, and furnisli their proper quota of 
recruits to the military, and of labour to the mines, they are 
bound to no further acts of vassalage, and are only cognixabU' 
by the chancery of their province. 

The whole government of Archangel, and a great part of 
the kingdoms of Casan and Siberia, consist of this kind of 
peasants only, who are lor>ked upon as unalienably annexed 
to tlic crown. They pay 170 copecks, or 7s. id. poll-tax. 

Peasants of the household or demesne, of the stables and 
confiscated estates, besides the poll-tax of 70 copcc'ks, or 'is. 
Jld. pay a rent to the crown of 100 copecks, or 4s. ‘id. oi- 
may be obliged to work or furnish provisions in lieu of tlu'ii 
rent. 

These arc cognizable by their' proper chanccri('h, and an* 
alienable; being frequently granted away by the. soveivieii in 
those subjects xvhom she chtises to reward. 'I'lic present Ihn- 
press, indeed, has been much more 8])aring in this rcs[>ccl 
than her predecessors. 

Peasants of the church, now transferred to the crown, for- 
merly belonged to the monasteries and dignified clerg\’, but, 
by the late it^ulation, are vested in the crown, for the main- 
tenance of the church imd other pious uses : they are much 
on the same footing as the crown peasants, and arc cognizable 
by the college of ceconomy, into whose treasury they pay 150 
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2^-ld. 


certain -rent i@>||;||;y|ra^i|^||^J^|^^#!||p^^ces;and 
•ability ; 

them, 

ation,' .a b^Q;‘ 

tent ■ 

leave 

however it ' 

gentleman ■ wilki^^ MB^B ifeli^S^^l^fenSi?l 
whom he 

if not ipiroediat^j^^llg ^ ^^M^^g^^ ^^^^i^'jl lNil^'' tP ■ .^■. •' 

whipt without #1' ?■ 

they .' 

terror - otV ^inji.’ ”'' 
saht to 
.sui||llii..s^j 

. .1anee..dr'^liiM#m^ MSMiMH^^ Mi^i^^’-'ito" - 
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Peasants belonging to the ‘manufacturers are employed iu 
different arts or traces* established in the empire : many of 
them become so ingenious and so useful to their principals, 
as to receive wages like free workmen, which, uotwith' 
standing, are rather given from motives of generosity and en- 
couragement, than of obligation or necessity. These peasants 
are entirely slaves to their master, and are ohligeil to work 
^ratis if insisted on, having no claim upon him but for bare 
thibsisteuce. 
pc 

They were cither assigned by the crown to the manufacto- 
ies on their first establishment, or afterwards purchased by 
the proprietor, who cannot now resell them unless,' at the 
same time, he disposes of the manufactory*, from which liu'y 
arc unalienable after having once belonged to it. 

Their poll-tax is 70 copecks, or 2s. lid. 

A peasant cannot trade as a burgher, but ho may sell the 
j>rodurc of his own or of bis family’s labor. 1 le is not al- 
lowed by law to pass a bill of exchange, as he cannot be sued 
for payment. It is notwithstanding frequently practised, and 
being found in some degree necessary for carrying on trade 
is connived at by the magistrate* 

A peasant, with the consent of his lord, may purchase his 
freedom and become a burgher. By an edict of Peter the 
First, he had a right to his fireedom on payment of 500 
roubles, or 1001. but that law is now either repealed or be- 
come obsolete ; few lords, however, would refuse a peasant 
his liberty who could give him so lugh a price fix’ it 
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llie comftion vaiue of a peasant, in the sale of an estate', 
was seldom rated higher than 40 or AO roubles but, of late, 
the price is considerably risen t for by the hicn'ase of <*om- 
merec, and the prodigious demands from abmad ior the 
commodities of this country, tlie peasant grows every <iay 
more wealtliy, a^d consequently tQor% able to pay a consi- 
derable rent to his tnast^. Formerly, the crown never refuscrl 
to give a f)ea8aut his freedom upon .the abovenientiomxl 
terms of paying AQQvoublcs but, latterly, has been much 
more reserved in that respect, as it is supposed that the tillage 
of the country would suffer considerably by a great uutubci 
of husbandmen bocoming burj^iers. 

* I 

'J'hc present Empress, who has the happindss of her suiv- 
jeetb, of all nmks and denominations, very much at iieurt, 
Neerns extremely desirous of improving the condition of the 
peasants, as well as of UiC burghers. 

She w ishes to invest a real and indisputable property of 
some kind, either of lands or moveables or both, in all sorts 
of persons whatsoever: and certainly nothing could more 
effectually contribute to the improveineut of agriculture, or 
the advancement of commerce in this empire. 

W'ith this idteodon she Ms offered greatj-encouragcinont to 
nil foreigners, wh^ use willing to set^ ,as ' colonists in her 
donuuiotts,; and a veiy f^sideraMs <tmttiber are already ar- 
rived there, not less, £ .am . i^an SA,000 souls : to 

whom lands are to be assigned ‘in sonio of the best province's 
of the empire, and free poss^don allowed them for twenty 

» R 
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yearst subject to no rent or tax whatsoever, till the expiration 
of that terns. 

Tlie following question, which has been proposed to the 
society of Free Enquiry here, is said to have been stalled by 
the Empress herself, who, by their channel, has offered a 
considerable prize for the best dissertation written upon this 
suhgcct. 

** IVheihet it is most advantageous and useful to the common-- 
** wealth that peasants should have a real property in lands, or 
** only in moveable ^ects ; and lum far ought the right of the 
** peasant to extend' over such property, so that the greatest 
** benefit may arise to the public f* 

The army ihid navy consist, (o£Bcers excepted) of Russians 
only, wlio, when once they are* well disciplined, make iucom- 
pmable soldiers and sailors. For patience, perseverance, 
and obedience, they have no superiors in the world ; and yet, 
in general, the cOramon Russians are by no means of a mili- 
taiy cast ; on the contrary, they have the strongest aversion 
to the land and sea service, but espedally to tlie latter ; both 
of which are entirely supplied with pressed men. — volun- 
teer would be a prodigy. 

' 

t 

Different ffom the praedee df most other nations, which, 
m order to si)are their own Sidt^dcts, chuae to enlist as many 
foreigners as posrible in their armies, the Russians* never ad- 
mit any other than natives into thdir r^ular troops ; even the 
provinces of Livonia and Esthonia do not furnish a single 
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reerait to the service; so that if an idle fellow, in either of 
these countries, finds in himself die strongest vocation to be a 
soldier, he cannot serve his sovereign in that capacity, but 
must offer himself to some neig^befuriag power * 

The most accomplished ofiScers in the service are foreigners, 
that is to say, not Hussians ; for the conquered •'provinces 
have often furnished very able generals. ' In the fieet they 
have a few English officers, who are almost the only persons, 
in the whole naval department, who are capable of service, 
or ha\ e ever seen any.^ 

The Ukraine, or Little Russia, ia a provina^ of the utmost 
importance to Russia, not only on account of the astonishing 
fertility of its soil, which is equally proper tillage and 
pasture, but because it is the frontier and btdwark against the 
'liirks. 

Tlie people are absolutely fiee, but many Russian nobles, 
\\ho have lands in the Ukraine, have brought npmbers of 
their peasants and settled them ;apoU their estates there : 
these, however, do not acquire tlieif fieedmn by residing in a 
free province. 

Many UkraiUersd^ome tehuits t0^H|ppj^tleinen, but, 
if ill used, they have a rig^t to &nns and 

* Indeed be has not very far to g0» at he of entering on immediate 

duty at Afemei, where Ut Frusrian l^jeity ^ ftid M have teme ^ the ablest and 
most successful reenuring offieen in liorope. 
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dwellingil, and settle elsewhere ; a ease' which 'frequently hap- 
pens, and occasions p prodigious loss to tlieir landlords. 

Hie children of an Uki^ner, by a Russ woman, follow 
the condition of their mother^' so that if she be a slave, they 
are bom slaves thoujB^ the fhmer was finee. 

The Ulsm^ .t^ch was formerly con^dered in itself as a 


of- ms countrymen. 

so long a 


iavonlii' 


was- ' cn 


chosen hetman in 


to abolish 

thei.o^^^^^^^f^^^hj|^^J)i^m;a'li^vdar.govcmuicnt, 




^^r;; so that it 

is ^ than any 


nipn* 1 




hire vseparated 


the 'saihi^i 


into difl^i|^^^^Pi^^^^|iStt^;.ttW'.hames-ft6m 
the places of Cos- 
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sackd, otliers the Volga Cossacks, Ckoperski Cossacks, Vnik 
Cossacks, &c. There is also one horde of them, consisting 
of about 30,000 fighting men, called the Cossacks of Zapo- 
ravia, who are so singular in th^ir manners and legislation, 
that they claim a more particular description than the 
otliers. 

'J'hey consist of persons of all nations, and live in a singular 
sort of society, to which no women are admitted ; they are a 
sort of male Amazons, who, at a particular season of the year, 
resort to certain islands of tlie Nieper, in their neighbemr- 
huod, where they rendezvous with the women dependent 
upon them : on these occasions the union of the sexes is by 
no means regulated by those laws which prevail in other so> 
cicties ; for the nearest relations, such as a father and his 
daughter, a son and his mother, mutually mingle, without 
scruple, their incestuous caresses and endearments. The chil- 
dren, born from these indiscriminate embraces, arc left with 
theii mothei's till a certain age, at which the males arc deli- 
vered to the fatlicrs and, like their fathers, become hunters 
and warriors, whilst the females remain with those of their 
own sex and, like them, are reserved for the purposes of pro- 
pagation. 

All the Cossacks profess the Greek religion, and serve as 
irregulars in the Rm^ian army. 

Among the conquered provinces, lavonia and Esthonia 
still enjoy very considerate priyileges ; their nobility derive 
even greater and more essential advttU^ finder the present 
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LuiMJckers, Danes, Swedes, Spaniards, Italians, Gnvks, 
&c. And, in the soutliem and south-easlcm paits (»f 
the empire, \\c meet with all the vaiieties ol the A'«iati< 
nations ; whether 'I'urks, Persians, Indians, or Clnnose ; to 
gether with every shade and tincture of complexion and 
feature which so singularly mark the different mces of C'al- 
mucks and Tartars. 

All these enjoy ample security for their persons and pro- 
perty. While resident in this empire, they are permitted 
the free exercise of their religion, whether Christian, Pairan, 
or Mahometan, every sect of which is now tolerated. They 
are all capable of employment in the service, may be natu- 
lalized and, if eimobled by rank or patent, may purchase 
lands or peasants, and enjoy the same privileges os u natural 
born Russian. 

All foreigners, except .Tews and Jesuits, arc at liberty to 
•settle in this country, and may trade by wholesale : but, un- 
less naturalized, they are prohibited by the laws from selling 
in Russia what they purchase in Russia, and arc tlierefpre 
obliged to consume or export it. 

The En^sh are by much the most respectable for their 
opuk!it)ce» and their understanding; but of 

idl are the most beloved, caressed, 

and imitated 

Ibc privileges and, 

in point of honour entitled to still greater. 

VOI,. II. E ' ' 
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Por to tiie early and continued support of England, Russia 
principally owes its present exbtence as a maritime or com- 
mercial nation. 

By an ancient law, Jews were not allowed to reside in 
Russia ; but, I believe, they might at present establish them- 
selves here without much difficulty. 

Foreigners pay no taxes to the government. 

All the inhabitants of Siberia, Casan, and the eastern pro- 
vinces of Russia to the sea of Kamchatka, who arc not 
Christians, are confounded under the general name 6f 
Tartars. 

Many of these come to the capital in order to procure em- 
ployment, either as workmen or domesticks, and are exceed- 
ingly sober, acute, dextrous, and faithful. It is, however, re- 
markable that those who turn Christians usually adopt all the 
vices, as well as the religion, of their new brethren; and 
become more drunken, idle, and knavish, than even the Rus- 
sians themselves. 

The Calmucks consist of sevanl hordes or nations, which 
extend from the province of Astracan to Baikal. 

They are said to be subjects of Khans 

‘acknowledging a sort of nOiinilljal 
tlut as they are entirely governed 

by their own her allies, and 

perhaps they W she hits; for they 
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cover and defend her frontier, upwards of 1,>0() Ensrlibli milt s, 
from the incursioi\s imd insults of the Kubdiis, Kurakaipaks, 
tJsbegs, and other bordering nations, still mwewild anti bai- 
barous than themselves. 

Of all these different Asiatic people the Calmucks of Ihc 
Volga seem to bcjhe least disaffi'ctctl to Russia ; but the Tar- 
tars, and many tribes of the Cossacks, pay a very unwilling; 
submission to the government ; which is obliged to manase 
them with great art and address, sometimes using them with 
rigor, and sometimes with gentleness, when the one may be 
excused by danger, or the other authorized by security. 

'I’he Laplanders, Samojodes, and Kamchatkans, are in too 
rude and savag(> a state to merit a particular description, and 
only find a place here, Iscoausc they arc marked in the Table 
of Population. The crov/n, however, receives from them a 
considenible tribute in furs. 


Of the Genius and Character of the Hussiam. 

Tutrs'^r I short description of all the different 

or depend- 

lies in Russia tSiaC'oa ite^port 

in the day of trial, ani^’that osvn 

Virtue, it naay neitlier app^T ^inctinous nor ttsneotesaiy to 
e.xhibit here the national character at full Icngtli. 

F. 2 
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I knoMT how little attention is paid to such general portraits, 
and that we oftencr sec them overcliarged with the drapciy of 
a rhetorician, than marked by the free and natural outline of 
the historian and philosopher ; yet 1 am conscious the follow- 
ing picture is not liable to such an imputation. It must be 
allosved, indeed, that in all countries we meet with extra- 
ordinary characters, which, by their virtues or depravity, by 
their talents or incapacity, make exceptions tf> every general 
rule : there are, notwithstanding, in most nations, as in most 
human faces, some particular marks, certain striking features, 
which make deep and lasting impressions on our imagination, 
and strongly influence our judgment and opinion : and such 
particular marks and striking features there are surely to be 
found in this nation, notwithstanding all the pains that 
have been taken to bend or distort tliem to the likeness of 
others. 


ITiere is, however, so great a variety in the shades of cha- 
racter which mark the different ranks of people here, though 
the ground be nearly the same, that it will be proper to dis- 
tinguish the classes, and take a separate view of each. 


The common people, thiim| 

• at - ^ 

hardy, patienfty 





K know- 

drunkenness 

and 'licninlhible, charitable, and good- 

natured ; nay, what may Metn incredible to a fofeigner, they 

are humane, and can by no means be justly accused of 

8 
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cruelty: the several late revolutions of government in this* 
country are sufhcieut to plead against such a ('harge, whore 
so little blood was shed, though the soldiery was lot loose, 
while furious from provocation and thirsty for revenge. 

ITiey possess a great deal of natural shrewdness and saga- 
city, hate a strong turn for ridicule, and in their general 
transactions of business acquit themselves with uncommon 
cunning and address, 'llie advantages, however, which might 
arise to the public from their understanding and penetration, 
arc considerably lessened by their superstitious and obstinate 
attachment to ancient customs, which strauglcs in its cradle 
almost every child of improvecaent or discovery : those few 
which have arrived to any degree of maturity in this couutiy 
owe their birth, or at least their education, to foreigners. 

I’hc Russians, however, when properly managed, when 
soothed by pci'suasioii, allured by pro6t, or animated by ex- 
ample, become extremely docile, and learn all mechanic arts 
with surprising facility. Tlicy generally pass for being 
knavish, yet surely they possess a greater share of honesty 
than we have any tight to expect; for, considering the 
temptations they are exposed to, the abolition of capital pu- 
nishment, and the little disgrace of successful villanyand 
corruption in Uie h%hest ranks of people, it is astonishing 
that any integrity ah should be found among the com- 
moiialty> ' 

They easy and unafiected 

in their behnijhli^rikli^’ iR their car- 
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riagc, arc obedient and submissive ip their superiors, and of 
a civility and politeness to tUcir equals which is scarcely to 
be paralfcled. In their houses though they live with little 
order or cleanliness, yet they are rather epicures in their 
table, neat in their persons, and decent in their dress. 

Their habit is equally adapted to health and convcnieiice,_ 
and extremely well suited to their usual occupations; the 
upper garment is a short wide coat without plaits^ which 
wraps over, and is fastened round the waist with a sash ; in 
winter they wear underneath it a sort of waistcoat lined 
with sheepskin, which defends them from the rigor of the 
cold ; their necks and upper part of the breast are usually 
bare, but tbeir feet and legs arc constantly M’ell covered with 
warm boots : on their heads they wear a cap either of cloth 
or fur, according to the season. All, the lower sort, execj>t 
livery servants, and those who belong to the military, wear 
their beards, and cherish them with religious attachment. 

t 

The common Russian, though not actively brave, is un- 
accountably indifferent to the love of life, or the terrors of 
death, and bears punishment and tortures with incredible for- 
titude : thus ignorance and inseosibiUty often produce among 
them such examples of resignation and contempt of pain, 
as shame the legends of martyrs and , of heroes. 

They arc not malicious or vindictivo»..i^y|^i^tinp|i^^ passions 
being tieitjAer violent nor dangeixMM ^lt| |^ ^^ are 

not gloomy nor lasting^ permanent 

or wann. Indeed sbem weaker 

are, therefore, 
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formed to be commanded, nnd perhaps the sovereign despot* 
ism which reigns heic owed its rise, in the beginning, to an 
attehtive observation of this part of their character. They 
possess most of the military qualities, enterprise excepted ; 
and in point of obedience, discipline, and passive valor, make 
incomparable soldiers. 

From this view of the common people, we may fairly con- 
clude that the soil is naturally good, and capable of being 
turned to prodigious advantage; that if judiciously managed, 
it would Mcll reward the care of the owner; and that if we 
find many good ((ualities misapplied or neglected, it is less 
owing to the perverseness of the people tliun to the indolence, 
mistakes, or unskilfulness of their rulcre. 

Having said thus much of the common people or peasants, 
I come now to speak of the second class, the burghers and 
traders, eomriionly called inerelmnts; though, according to 
our acceptation of the word, tlierc arc very few, if any, w'ho 
deserve the appellation. 'J’he eminent manufacturers, the 
rich wholesale dealers, noitlier of which arc very numerous, 
the country chapmen, shopkeepers, and pedlars, conipbse 
this class. They are, in general, a very orderly sort of 
people, equally dcceut iu their imuses, and in Uteir appear- 
ance; but compsuratively much more awkward and embar- 
rassed in their carriage than the j>easants; whether tliat, 
by oitcuer conversiqgJwHh the great, they grow aifected from 
imitation, or, by grow modest 

from consdoqs',iDlbiidrt’^^v|^^3I^^^N|«^(^d' to tjk^mnine. 
It^ is said that, anciently as siiutplj^ in tlicir 
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manners, U^ey were also more Just in their dealings ; but now, 
though they avoid every ojien and flagrant act of knavery, 
yet they arc by no means averse to the more secret and secure 
\Tts of dishonesty. 

In the inner parts of the country, they are supposed to be 
more virtuous ; indeed, it is but fair to observe, that the 
most knavish, among the merchants, are those who ha\ e the 
most flrequent transactions wiUi foreigners ; whether they are 
corrupted by ill example, excited by a spirit of rivalslnp •ijiad 
vanity which induces them to prove their talents at the^6c> 
pence of their integrity, or that a lust of lucre prevails over 
every other consideration, lliey are, notwithstanding, sup> 
posed to be the most devout and religious class of people in 
the empire. 

Their piety, however, as well as that o|j|^c peasants, is re- 
ducible to a very few rules of duty; the principal of which 
are, abstinence in Lent, intoxication on holidays, and confes- 
sion and sacrament at Easter. But tliere are two points of 
natural religion to which tliey adhere, and which seem very 
extraordinary in a people who appear so negligent of most 
others: the one is an extreme veneration, obedience and 
respect for their parents ; few instances of undutifulness or in- 
gratitude to them being to be found h^rb'; jftiQ othef regards 
their scrupulosity iu taking ap oath $ liave a 

great and, in civil 

oa'iyto those 
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Tlius they leave the great advantages of their trade to the 
stranger ; and wMlst the products of Russia are transmitted 
to the most distant parts of the ^obe» the name of a Russian 
mercliant is utter^ anknoivn» 

II 

As to the clergy, their order has been brought very low, 
and their authority entitely anniliilated. the common priests 
are usually the tneanesi extrhcUon Heiud lowest education, 
and are treated accordingly : the monks alone and the digni- 
fied rrlio- aro usually mofiluh ipossess the little tlieolo- 

gicdl literature that remains here; this extends only to a 
slight notion of hcclesit^ical history, of ancient control ersj, 
and of the lives and writings of the Greek fathers. 


Thou^ it is liO uncommon thing to see person^, cicn 
ladies, of the first rank kiss the hand cf a priest, it inciely 
proceeds from superstitious custom, and not from any ical 
deferemoe or devotion ; for lOf ali clergy in the woild, tlie 
clergy of Ru&ida is the least feared, respected, esteemed, or 
beloved. 


9 

The odnuhon people, the meremis, and die clmgy, having 
now passed^in resiew', thepohifity d^and our next attention : 
we shbuld nattiiwliy shppos^^ thb'dr^r to be superior to the 
etthem ha 'Soi|tlmeU& b l(hi»r^g^,'-and ip<hehavloar; and 


dwivc 
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mean profligacy and vulgar weakness too often ovet 

genius and lionor, <viUiout which birtli loses its dignity, and 
fortune has no value. 

Conscious and jealous of the .superior civilization of 
i^reign nations, sensible of, yet unwilling or unable to cor- 
rect, the errors of their own, they endeavour, to conceal their 
disadvantages under tlui affectation of despising thh' stranger, 
and under the practice of mortifying him. But these are 
principall 5 r exerted "against those whom they are jealous of, 
or those wliom they envy for their eminence of talents and 
superiority of genius: 'for Uie humbler foreigner', vrho has 
pliancy or baseness enough to submit to their.pridc, to flatter 
their vanity, or minister to their pleasures, is ^certain of se- 
curing their favour, of acquiring a confidence, and .enjoying * 
an influence, which wisdom or virtue could never h^ve ob- 
tained. Of this we see innumerable instances in those cro'tvds 
of French adventurers, who daily resort here, and are re- 
ceived into most fiimih'es with' open arms, as secretaries, 
librarians, readers, preceptors, and parasites; though the 
greatest part of these gentry arc e(}ually impudent and illite-, 
rate, vagabonds from indigence, or fugitives for crimes. 

\ V -y » /e 

The Russian gentlemen are certainly the le^t ihtbrmed of 
all others in l^rope ; the chief point of the|p^4bstruction is 
a knowledge o^^odem languages, pair^iiiiraTYy tlm French 
and German ; botih-wldijb iheyS^8l^UyJ1^ak with very great 
&cility, thbu^ incapably of with precision or 

propriety. Thbse wHo expenim, and indeed 

many who' cannot afi^ it, c6nij|>lete their education by a 
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tour uO^rancc ; where, ignorant and unprincipled os they are, 
they catch at every thing that feeds the fancy or inflames the 
pasMons ; there they find ample fuel for both ; they greedily 
dcvoiir all that is set before them without selection, and lose 
their delicacy of taste in enormity of appetite : to Frenchmen 
they become despicable Russians, to Russians despicable 
Frenchmen, to others equal objects of pity and <?ont<Mnpt. 
So seldom do they derive advantage from those circumstance'^ 
which form and accomplish the gr'titlcman of other countries, 
tl>at, instead of instruction or real iniproveroent, tliey rarely 
acquire more than personal affectation and mental distdilion, 
and, after all their travels, return home far inferior, in the 
virtues of a good citizen, to those who have never travelled 
at all. 

Their natural parts arc tolerably good, hut they universally 
want the discriminating faculty ; svhcnce they fall into tla 
most absurd imitations of foreign life and manners and, aban- 
doning the common sense of nature, adopt fashions and cus- 
toms totally contrary to their climate and troublesome to 
themselves. Though freezing under the 60 th degree of nortlu'rn 
latitude, they build their houses like the airy palaces of Flo- 
rence and Sienna : in France it is the etiquette of fashion to 
begin the spring season at Faster, and to mark it by dress ; 
the imitative Russian does the same, and flings off his winter 
garments wliilst die earth is covered with snow, and himself 
shivering with cold. It is the peculiar privilege of the noblesse 
at Paris to have Swiss porters at the gates of their hotels ; at 
Petersburg a Russ gentleman of any fashion must have a 
.Swiss also, or some tall fellow with a laced bdt and hanger. 
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tvhich it seems are the indispensable accoutrements of a 
Paribiati janitor. It would be an endless tusk to recite the 

follies and absurdities of this kind, trhich they every day 
fall into, but these few examples will, I pixssumc, appear 
sufficient. 

Tills ridiculous imitation of foreign and particularly of, 
French manners, is attended uith tlic most serious CQt^>- 
tjucuces and with innumerable ill eficcts : it not only divests 
them of national character, but prevents them from aspiring 
to the praise of all national virtue ; it represses their native 
energy of mind, and extinguishes every spark of original ge- 
nius. Nothing was ever more just than llousscau^s censuie 
of Fetor the First’s conduct : that monarch, instead of im- 
proving his subjects as Kussiatis, endeavoured totally to 
change and convert them into Geratans and Frenchmen ; but 
bis atlt'uipts were unsuccessful ; he could not make them 
Avhat he « ished to make (hem, he spoiled them in the expe- 
riment, and left them worse than they were befoiv*. Ilis suc- 
cessors have continued the same process, but their projects 
have been c([ually iuefficctuul to the people, aud unprofitable 
to the state. 

Tlie Russian nobility, from this error of tJicir ,hlte princes,^ 
have contracted that unfortunate bias which trill not sufler 
their nature to shoot upright ; warped by imitation of alien 
manners without selection, they too often appear vain, petu- 
lant, light, inconsctlucnt, indiscreet, envious, and suspicious, 
faithless in their engagements, traitors ttf one another, inca- 
pable of true friendsliip, and insensible to all the nobler 
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movementfl of the skjuI ; luxurious and e0eminate, listless iind 
indisposed! ’‘Thought in a northern climate they have an 
Asiatic aTcrsiOn to all corporal activity and manly exercise^ and 
scarce form an idea of ei^her» heyond the smooth velocity of a 
bledge, or the measured paces of a managed horse : they h'ave 
no jpassion for the sports the held*; hunting* shooting* and 
fishing* as practised ivith ps^ they are utterly strangers to. 
Avoiding cVei^ reci^tion attended 'with exertion and fa- 
tigue* they the more indolent amusements of chess* 

cards*' is tfiltiards* in all which they are usoally'extraordinary 
proficients: fhw of themjtaploy their leisure in polishing their 
minds: insensible to tn||^ charms of conversation and the 
refinements of literature* they loiter and .sleep away life, 
and wake but to the (‘alll^^ sensuality aud the gi'osscr 
pleasures. 

» 

Those who'serve in the army or in the navy seldom arrive 
a^ any fejbiraordinary excellence in either 'profession* and seem 
in general as unambitious as undeserving' of military fame. 
They are looked upon as very moderate proficients by all fo- 
reign 'ofiWers ; and if sometimes they seem to perform their 
duty wiih the spirit of a soldier, they ate rather actuated by 
the principle of mere obedience, and the dread of punishment* 
than inspired by the nobler motives and gcneibus impulse of 
magnanimity and valour. 

The nobility, in common ^th the 'jnfctlor classes, are r- 
inarkablo for filitd piety : but tins their li^Sdufch boasted duty 
to parents seems tO proceed ]bpre from principles of de- 
pendanco aud slavery* than fiom unmiaed Section or well- 
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founded gratitude j f<»r every fkllier, in the little sphere of 
his b as despotic as the sovereign, in ins larger do> 

ininio;n. But tim virtue, ‘tvUether real or pretended, is the 
principal one which they practise; they have not, nor do 
the)* aHect to luive* that abhorrence of vice and dishonesty, 
which prevails among otlicrnations-! in 'so much, that many 
persons retain their HU ploymeiits, nay judicial cuiployineiits, 
Uiough iiotoiious for the indst infamous frauds and cruel ex- 
tortions; for, excepting a few and those m the highest ofiices, 
the lost of the nation, tlwugU id the morg of greatness, have 
all the corruptions inckleojt to a declining state, instead 
of the sterner virtues w^idi raise an empire.,to meridian, 
glory. 

Tlie abject court and adulation, which tliey pay to mi- 
llions, ministers, and men in power, arc intolerably odensivc to 
cxcry mind that feels for freedom and independence; to an 
hLnghshinan they are parttculaHy disgusting : chicHy atten- 
tive to their own tbrtune$, and inyhr immediate gratihcation 
of peisonal vanity, the Russian nobiPity are regardless of pub- 
lic virtue, and improvident of posterity ; preferring the smile 
of a courtier, or the hdlovy patronage ol a favourite, to the 
lational pleasures of equal society, and to the happiness of 
conscious virtuje. . 'l^eir fondness for external honors makes 
a striking part ehatraqter; Riere are^f^v of thcmi who 

would not sacritSfilfr solid advanta|^ io the superficial 

decorations of a a title * so ifiiich attached and ac- 

rnstomed they to that a foreigner, how- 
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ever great hia roerit* is but little respected trbb does not 
ivear such marks of distinction. 

From hence a rigid observer might be led to pronounce them 
a nation of iiiconsutence, contradictiony and paradox, uniting 
in themselves the most opposite extremes : hating the sUuu-> 
ger, they copy him ; affecting origioaiity, they are the* staves 
of imitation ; magnificent, and slovenly ; irreligious, yet su- 
perstitious ; at once proud and abject, rapacious and prodi- 
gal, equally incapalde of being reformed by lenity, or cor- 
rected % punishmeiit 'Hie severity of the Empress Anne's 
rmgn imiught but little change m tlieir character ; nor has 
the genrieness of subsequent administrations produced any 
considerable idtmution. Perhaps a mistake in the means 
rendered their labors ineffectual, but certainly the perfect ci- 
vilization of this class tvould be a more difficult task than that 
of the peasants ; for being Advanced thus far, the obstinacy 
and conceit, that usually attend half knowledge, may pre- 
vent them firom advancing farther. And yet when wc reflect 
on the barbarism of onr own and of other countries for a few 
centuries past, we may be induced to form more iavourablc 
conjectures of a nation who arc far frdm being destitute of ra^ 
dical virtues. A doale and humane peasantry, such as X havl 
aheady described them, may under belter laws be moulded int| 
a better people. Further instructions may wear out their' in 
tcratc superstition. A'sflfc^ll^ not defi^^pt in ns;tnlral abilities 
must at length feci their errors pnd i^bconduCt»ill^d acquire 
tliat good sense which will pbint "qpt i^^ealSi of amend- 
ment.— Their present absurd, manners are 
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swell as must ever arise whem foppery is iiijrraftcd on igtio- 
rance, anti ignorance grows presumptuous from sudden eleva- 
tion. Another generation may molt these extremes into a 
more consistent mass. 'I’he. Russians may one day become 
what we now are, and notwithstanding our jirt^sent boasted 
superiority, we may possibly relapse into that barbarism from 
which they are endeavouring €o eiuerge. 

Having said thus much, it would be unpardonable to con- 
clude this article without saying a few woixls of the fianale 
character, in a nation which owes a large share of its glory to 
female reigns. 

The women of the lower sort still retain all that prinweval 
barbarism of submission to their husbands, wliitdi has been 
so particularly remarked by all the ancient obsc'i'vers and 
travellers, I'he wives of ilie burghei’s or merchants are said, 
in general, to possess most of those virtues or ipialities Avhicli 
e.onstitule ia bonne femme tin vn/^aire. 

Among many in high life, the most profligate manners 
;ind unbounded libertinisin prevail. Female chastity indeed 
seldom long flourishes in a gay court, nor is it Jiuy where 
much respected, unless accompanied with other virtues. 
Female , manners in every country must receive a strong 
tineturc from those of the men, and where the one is laidty 
tlic other cannot remain unimpeached. ^In Russia, as the 
instruction of the latter is usually committed to French ad- 
venturers, so the education of the former is assigned 1<.) 
French governesses, w'hose incapacity is the least of their 

vox,. II. o 
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defects, and whose former situations render them but ill- 
qualified for so important a trust. Hence it is that in taste, 
elegance, and accomplishment, the Russian ladies are inferior 
to the fair sex of the neighboring nations. Keglccted or 
corrupted in education, and destitute of resources in thcfn- 
selves, they naturally fly to every object that can dissipate or 
entertain them. Uninspired by sentiment, inconstant in on- 
gjigcment, they are often capricious, nay illiberal in their 
choice : late cxamjdcs of such indelicacy are not wanting, 
where the tciidcrcsi attachments have given way to the lowest 
amours. 

They are vain, light, and many of them interested, eagerly 
following every shadow of new and untried amusement, bold 
and adventurovis in the pursuits of pleasure, equally regard- 
less t)f danger and dishonor, unabashed by detection, and 
callous to reproach. 

We arc not, however, to consider all the court ladies, as 
involved in this harsh description. 

Among them I could mention some of the brightest orna- 
ments of their sex, and have only to lament that the number 
is comparatively so few, as to stand but an exception to the 
general character. 

To delineate the' character of a nation with judgment and 
fidelity requires more cjualities than men commonly inherit 
from nature, or can acquire by study. 



AN ACCOUNT OF RUSSIA. 


43 


Impartiality is a first principle, and M'hcrc that is wanting, 
learning serves hut to mislead and ingenuity to betray. 

I’o be free from prejudice is seldom the lot of humamty ; 
and if ever we attain to such perfection, it is usually when we 
are too far advanced . in Ijfe to exert it with vigour, or insure 
its success. 

Our early imprest ideas naturally become a standard for 
measuring other nations by ; all that comes up to it we in- 
sensibly stamp a merit upon, and undervalue without scruple 
w'hatsoever fulls below it. — Even in maturer age wc arc too 
apt, like children, to admire or dislike those things which 
strike us as unusual, and rather accpiiescc in opinions . that 
grow from indolence and habit, than submit to the task of 
eiKiuiry, or the toil of research. • 

If under circumstances like these wc attempt a subject of 
this nature, we at best can only acquire the praise of genius 
without discernment, and of ability uninformed. A\'e are 
defeated by our own confidence, and arc beaten from the 
field, where victory would have attended a knowledge of the 
ground. 

When a young writer is industrious, he is apt to grow en- 
amoured of imaginary discoveries, and cherishes an opinion 
like a mistress he has won : thus diligcttce may give birth to 
fond presumption, and obstinacy become the result of his 
labor. The passions too at that age are strong and lively : 
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if we appear to disclaim their influence, tl>e reader feels the 
recital unpleasing, altliough he allows it to be just. 

In matiircr years we view mankind witli severer eyes, and 
our tempers grow smir from disappointmentj though oiir judg- 
ment is im()roved by experience. Tims we lose on one hand 
what we gain on the other, and gradually decline into mo- 
roseness whilst we are advancing to wisdom. 

Hence, in describing the manners of a foreign people, wc-; 
must proceed with delicacy and avoid extremes. Perplexity 
occurs in every step ; endeavouring to elude danger, wc fall 
into ciTor ; aiming at eloquence, we lose pretasion ; and dis- 
gusted by vulgar opinions, arc seduced by ingenious hypo- 
theses: even candor is not sulBcient here, vigilance must 
guard and prudence direct us, to the end of our career. 

After mentioning the difiiculties attending a task of this 
kind, for me to have undertaken it may perhaps sc(?m to de- 
mand an excuse ; but apologies arc commonly aukward, and 
here would be unavailing: if I have departed from truth, 
have misrepresented or disguised her, there can be no vindi- 
cation; but if I have endeavoured to make her i^ctter 
kuown, and have displayed her without aclulation or malig- 
nity, L am secure of* indulgence, though I may not aspire to 
applause. . 

Having thus shewn that strong marks of primaeval rude- 
ness still remain in every class of this people, it may be ex- 

8 
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pected that I should endeavour to trace the cause, and 
discover the source of their long continued inipertcction. 

t 

Many ingenious men have amused themselves in devising 
hypotheses and forming conjectures, why the Russians 
should have so long continued in barbarism ; why, though 
emerging from it for a century past, they still continue the 
least virtuous and least ingenious nation in Europe. Some 
have ascribed it to the climate, whilst many think it owing 
to the manner of education, and others attribute it to the 
form of government. 

1’h(j fii-st of these causes seems to be of less force than the 
others ; for the Swede who lives under the same parallel cer- 
tainly bears no resemblance to the Russian. But laying 
asiclt; the physical cause, let us examine for a moment the 
moral ones, Avhich seem to have more weight : we have seen 
that the people continue barbarous, the clergy ignorant, and 
that the nobleman is but half civiliA^d ; that the two fii^st can 
scarcely be sairl to have any education at all, whilst the latter 
ha< I bolter have none than that w'hich he has ; as it is neither 
calculated. to make him useful to socict\', nor happy and vir- 
tuous in himself. 

We shall prove, in Ihe follbtvhig pages, that the govern- 
ment has always been. despotic, is still despotic, and likely 
long to continue so: if then, the form of government can be 
supposed to influence, or rather create, the mental qualities 
and tqnjper of the people, the Russians must remain uhab 
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tered, as long -as the form of government continues the 
same. 

Despotism can never long flourish, except in a barbarous 
nation; but to despotism Rusria owes her gi’eatness aud 
dominion ; so tlmt if ever the monarchy becomes morp limited, 
she will lose her power and strength, in proportion as she ad> 
vanccs in moral virtue and civil improvement. 

It will therefore always be the interest, as it has ever been 
the practice, of the sovereign, to hold the scale of civilization 
in his own hand, to check every improvement where it might 
clash with his authority, and encourage it only when subser- 
vient to his grandeur and glory. 

I am sensible that the various projects of the present 
Empress .may seem to contradict what I have said above; 
but the fact is, that most of her' projects are impracticable; 
and tlierefore my assertion loses nothing of its weight. Bc- 
, sides, siiould the least inconvenience arise from the execution 
of them, the Empress, than whom no sovereign was ever 
more jealdus or tenacious of her authority, . can suppress them 
with a nod, of overtlirbw them with a breath. , 

Though the forni of ^veihmcnt certainly, is, and will al- 
ways be, the principal, cause 61 tlie. want and genius 

in this country, as racing the . motim ^ the re- 

wards of both, depend upon'a%ldeni and caprice; yet there 
are many others, the examination of- which might prove a 
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source of very ingenious investigation to tlic curious enquirer. 
I must, however, confess, that, my own consideration of these 
|>oiuts has never been attended with any great degi-ee of 
demonstration, or conviction to myself. In moral and poli- 
tical as well as in metaphysical- and theological researches, 
there is nearly the s^ime incertitude ; and though we may 
amuse ourselves with the speculation of second causes, wc 
must still remain ij^nor^t of tile fh'st : wc arc Ixiwildered in 
our pursuit, and at tile moment we think the chase within 
our reach, it mocks our eagerness and vanishes from our 
view. 

I shall, therefore, rather turn my attention to the general 
history of this empire, which has less perplexity,. and paHscu- 
larly remark the great events and revolutions^which, cither 
in themselves or in their consequences, have produced even 
the small degree of civili,zation, to which Russia is arrived at 
the present po iod. 


Vhto of the Jiussian History, 

Til E ancient history of Russia, like that of all other na> 
lions, is involved in darkness and uncertainty, and is only 
known from the mention made of it, by its civilized 
neighbors. 

We learn from the Byzantine History^ that in the year 987> 
Volodimer, sovereign of Muscovy, espoused the princess 
Anna, sister to the Grhek emperor Basilius.Porphyogenitus ; 
that he himself embraced the religion of his consort, and 
established Christianity, by cd|ct throng all his dominions. 
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What is very remarkable, his subjects conformed to it witli- 
out the least murmur or opposition : which j)roves that they 
were at that time either sunk into the gro>'Scst stupidity, or 
.the most abject slavery : for there is not to be found, in all 
history, a }>aridlel instaiu’e, where a new mode of belief, 
however excellent and eligible, was so quietly and so iuuv<'r- 
sally imposed upon a whole nation. 

« 

This introduction of Chiistianit}’^ marks the first ej)ocha of 
huniaiiiising the Itussians; who, probably, at that period 
differed little from the Samqjedcs and Laplanders of the 
present time. 

Volodimcr divided his dominions among his sons, who std)- 
divided them amongst theirs. Uussia being thus broken into 
a nundicr of little principalities, independent of, and in 
enmity with each other, easily ft 11 a prey to the poucr of iht* 
Tai tar’s; Avho, though they permitted it to be still governed 
by its own princes, imposed the most rigorous conditions on 
them, and exacted the perfonnance Avith unrelenting tyranny, 
during the space of two hundred years. 

At length, about the middle of the fifteenth ecntur>% there 
arose a prince of invincible courage, and of uncommon ta- 
lents for his age and eounlry, John Basilowich the first ; Avh(>, 
by various arts and aeeidents, reunited in his person the uholo 
monarchy of his great ancestor, Volodimcr. lie majTierl 
Sophia the daughter of Thomas Paleologus, prince of Aehnia. 
. This uUianec p«)vcd one of the sources of the greatness 
of nasdowicli, and of the deliverance of Russia ; for Sophia, 
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who was a woman of a spirit congenial to her husl)an(rs. in- 
dignant of tlie I’artar yoke, soon conceived the means of shak- 
ing it off, and immediately put them in execution : she iu\ ited 
to her court many excellent Greek oflSpers and expert en- 
gineers, who instructed her subjects in the use of aitillery, 
then little known to the Muscovites, but totally unknown to 
the Tartars. 

Basilowich, now sensible of these advantages, fired with 
the love of glory, and thirsting for revenge, not only re- 
nounced all vassalage to the Tartars, but from being a tiibu- 
tary became a conqueror; and with astonishing rapidity 
overran the dominions of his former masters ; dethroned the 
Czar of Casan, and added that kingdom to his own. ITe 
then turned his aims against the Poles, over whom he gained 
many victories, and concluded all his great exploits by the 
important conquest of Novogorod, which opulent and fiiod- 
ribhing republic he incorporated with the rest of his do- 
minions. 

'riiis period forms a second ejwcha o$ civilization. The 
pnnccss Sophia revived the improvements, which were intro- 
duced -in the Ume of Volodimer, and had lain buried during 
the tyranny dfjthe Tarttirs : slie was a woman great talents 
• herself; and l^w^ng to value and .en^nra]^ those of 
^faers, numbi^ df fiin^gn artists and 

learnt of heri^li|ects, for the soften- 
ing of their minds. It is re- 
markable, that'' W the Greek empire 

VOL. 11. Si 
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was torn up from its foundations, the Russian monarchy 
struck deep the roots of her subsequent greatness and do- 
minion. 

Basil Iwanowich, who mounted the throne in 1.50o, not 
only made no new conquests himself, but lost a great part of 
those which had been acquired by his father. After an in- 
glorious and stormy reign of thirty years, lie died in 
leaving an infant son to inherit his desolated empire. 

This infant proved to be a great man, and by his w isdoin, 
resolution and activity, repaired tin; faults of his father, and 
even surpassed? the glory of his grandfather. Untler this mo- 
narch, the possession of Casan was fidly secured, and the 
kingdoms of Siberia and Astracan were cou(iuered and united 
to Russia. 

From this reign we may date another sera of civilmatiun. 
In 1569» the discovery of Archangel was made by the En£>- 
lisli, which opened a new door to knosvledge and improve- 
ment. The Cxax, John Basilowich the second, seems to have 
had ver^’ just and extensive notions of trade in general, and 
of the advantages -that must in particular result to his own 
barbarous empire, froita the pr6per encouragement of it; he 
therefore invited the English merchants to settle, in his domi- \ 
nions, granted them connderahle priviiegas»tmD4;)oaded theih 
with humors and caresses: WbilslE'^'irjahi^^e ^ this con- 
duct bis was' entirely and opinion 

of his boiars and oounsellors, also remarking. 



AN ACCOVNT of RUSSIA. ji 

that in this country at leasts the sovereigns have frequent iy 
been much vnscr than any of their subjects. 

John Basilowich, though himself a barbarian, was so sen- 
sible of his country's barbarism, that he dispatched an extm- 
ordinary em.bassy to the emperor Charles the fifth, the prin- 
cipal intention of which was to request him to send to Uussia 
not only artists and artizans to improve and polish his people, 
but also wise and experienced statesmen for the instruction 
of himself ; he made the same applic'ution to tpicen Kliza- 
b(‘th ; nay, went still farther ; for, despairing to find a proiKjr 
wife in his own country, he earnestly intreated that princess 
to send him a consort from England. 

He was succeeded, in by his son Theodore Iwanowich, 
who dying without issue, the race of Volodinier became ex- 
tinct in the ufale line. This period of the Muscovite history 
is a tissue of the most abominable crimes, of the cruellest ra- 
pines, and most horrid massacres, committed or authorized 
by the pretenders and usurpers of the throne of the Czars. 
Boris Cudauotf, hht sou Theodore, 'the false Demcfriusc*^, Basil 
Chiouski and Uladislas of Poland, were all sovereigns of Uus- 
sia, cither together or by turns,, within the space of fourteen 
years. At length, the other competitoi’s being dcstroyt'cl, 
Uladislas rctnained.alone. But the Russians, disdaining the 
government of a foreign prince, renounced all allegiaiu'c to 
liim, expelled the Poles, and proceeded to the election of a 
new Czar. , 
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THiey chose Michael Tlicodorowich, of the house of lloinau- 
noff, and descended by the females irom the race of Volo* 
dimer. He svas a prince of great w^om and moderation, 
and, after a prosperous and happy reign of upwards of thirty 
years, died in 1646, and was succeeded by his only sou 
Alexis Michaelowich. 

This monarch was not inferior in talents and capacity to 
any of his predecessors, lie added the fine pro\inccs of 
Plcscow and Smolensko to h^s dominions, and secured to 
Russia the dependence of the Ukraine, which important 
country had, till his time, been .subject to Poland. He re- 
formed the laws of his empire, which he moilrlled into a re- 
gular code ; and had sense and spirit enough to repress the 
ambition of the patriarch, and to opposq the usurpations of 
the church. 

The establishment of the principal manufactures was begun 
during his reign ; and the first i^ca of regular military disci- 
pline was given to tlie Russians, by the generals Gordon, 
Leslie and Dalziel. I'hjually attentive to arts and arms, 
Alexis encouraged learning and compierce, at the same time 
that he was engaged in war, and extending his territories : 
he saw that trade was the true fountain of riches and domi- 
nion, and already chei^h^ the ambition of being a maritime 
power^ and of forming fieete' on the IMack s^ “and on tiic 
Caspian. He was undoul^dly a great 'a&d lN^Ranimous 
prince, and laid the foundation ofifhat ii|)B^i^9«e^oence and 
power on which Peter afterwards )i>uU^his^^dfT»\ 
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Alexis died in IC 76 , and was succeeded by bis son Theo- 
dore, by whose death without issue, in 1()8'2, his brothers 
Jolm and Peter, became joint so vci'eigns. 

John, being a prince equally infirm in body and mind, hud 
no Ollier share, in the government than the insertion of his 
name in all acts of state ; and, dying in 10;)6, left Peter sole 
Czar and monarch of the Muscovite empire. 

'J'his reign forms the grand ®ra of that reformation whicli, 
though much more extensive than the preceding, is falsely 
Indio ved to have totally changed and civilized the whole 
Uussian nation. Peter, though endowed with strong natural 
abilities, and with wonderful talents, yet, like most Russians 
I hav c met with, he possessed not the discriminating faculty, 
that divine sagacity which c.Kplores the diamond in the mine, 
seizes its value, and at oiicc decides amidst various degrees 
of excellence, which is most excellent. 

'Fo the want of this power arc to be attributed all tlie im- 
perfections which his plans were attended with : for, in the 
ardour of alteration and. improvcmcht, he indiscriminately 
adopted a thousand foreign customs and institutions, without 
regarding time, place, propriety, or circumsUtXKNfe : instead 
of forming his people upon originality, he molded them into 
imitators, and injudiciously deprived them of their ancient 
character, without ascertaining^ the practicability of giving 
them a better. 
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He was^ iiotwithstaudingy a very great mani; to him 
Russjia' owes the acquisition of In^ai LiVaiiia, iBstliOnia, 
and Finland ; to him she owes the-^ creation of her marine, 
and, finally, to him $he owes; that military strength and 
political iniluence, which renders her, at this day,* the pre- 
dominating power of the north; which enables her to give 
law to many of her neighbours, and to commadd the attention 
and respect of the most distant powers. 

After his death, which happened in .1725, the momentum, 
which he had given to the machine of , government, still im- 
pelled it onward with considerable force, duiing the reigns 
of his successors, the Kinprcss Catherine, his widow, and 
Peter the Second, his grandson ; the former of whom died in 
nTfi and the latter in 1730. 

According to the order of succession established by Peter 
‘die Great, the crow’n should have descended to the duke of 
Ilolstein Gottorp, son of his eldest daughter Anna Petrowna; 
which prince we have^ since seen upon the Russian throne: 
but, as lu was, at that time, an infant, and as great dis- 
advantiages,. if not dangers, were to be apprehended from a 
minority, it waa^determined by die principal hohlemcn and 
persons in to call to the , succession the princess 

Anna IwanoWhaf .ddt^icss 'd daughter 

of John Alexiowicli, btrpthe to Peter, the Qreat. Tliis 
they did under the preteni^ of a nuncupative; WUl, said to be 
made by the Czar; whoy l^-Avas. over 
his nephew of .^Hpistein,'^^ and his 
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sister Elizabeth, on accouiit of l)cr levity and love of plea- 
sure, and had constituted his cousin, the abo\ eineutioncd 
Anna Iwanowna, his successor to the empirc. 

'I’his princess, who had an elder sister, the dutchess of 
McckJcnbourg, then living, not to mention the title of otlicis, 
was out of all the rules of inheritance ; but having a inanl y 
spiiit and a strong discernment, immediately accepted the 
jirctondcd will of Peter the second. ’Those who called her to 
tlu* succc‘'siou had limited power, yet she signed without 
scruple all the conditions pi-CbCribcd, and mounted the throne 
of the Czars without opposition. 

She found her empire without treasure or ability, the 
grandeur of Russia impaired, the splendor of her crown 
aheady sullied, and her own prerogative degraded and con- 
fined : but she soon vindicated the imperial authority, she 
fjlltd the gi’cat offices with accomplished statesmen, and 
placed experienced generals at the head of her anmcs. It is 
tine these statesmen and generals were chiefly foieigncrs; 
but under her aus]>ice8 they served Russia with the afli'ection 
of natives, with undoubted fidelity, and the most signal 
success. 

This great the arbiter of tlic north, and by her 

victories towti^s^ljlli^l^iith shook the foundations of the 
Ottoman em|)ice ; Courland and Poland totally 

dci)endent dpOd dukes, and the other 

for its kings ; she j^o commerce of her 
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8 ii])jrcts by a judicious treaty with Great Britain ; aud liaviii» 
reigned teh years, wiUi unrivalled reputation, having re- 
eslabiibhcd the peace of her empire, and settled the sue- 
rcbsion in her own branch, she died in the fulnes's of her 
glory, Icatiiig ten niilhoiis of roubles in her coflbrs, being the 
greatest treasure that had ever been possessed at any one time 
by any of her predecessors. 

She has been accused of severity, if not of cruelty ; but, 
surely, without good foundation ; for necessity and the love 
of justice fully authorized all those measures of her reign, 
which have been represented as rigorous and sanguinary : she 
had a perfect knowledge of the nature and temper of her 
subjects, and she governed them according to that know- 
ledge ; she had weakness but for one man, and him we may 
pronounce a truly great man. 

Biren and Osterman were her ministers, Munnich, Keith 
and Lacey were lier generals. — What an clogium ! 

It is unnecessary for me to enlarge upon the more modern 
part of the Russian history ; I shall only observe, that the Em- 
press Anne’s eldest sister Catiline Iwanownl, wife of Charles 
duke of Mecklenbourgk died in 1733 , end lef^ toe- daughter, 
who, in 1739, marryinj; Anthony Vh^k, pridi^ of Bruns- 
wick Bevern, had by'him a sop, t! 2 th day 

of August, 1740 ; which spa t^l^nsCT^g^^^'appointcd 
her successor, flattering securing the 

empire to her own 
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The convulsions in the government, which ha])pcnc(l soon 
after lier death, are well known, and every one is informed 
of the disgrace of Bircn, and his banishment into Siberia ; of 
the intinncr in which the Jhn|>cix)r's mother assumed the reins 
ol‘ the regency ; and, finally, how the infant Emperor hiiuscll 
w as dethroned, and sent with his whole family into a cruel 


This great revolution happened in the night of the 5th of 
Dcccmlwr, 1741; and on the 6‘th, Elizabeth Petrowna 
mounted the throne of her Ihthcri This princess reigned uj)- 
wards of twenty years, and enjoyed during hei* lifetime a 
much higher reputation than she ineritetl. Equally ignorant 
of the princii>les of government, and of the character of her 
subjects, capricious and unjust, she abolished capital punish~ 
mer\t, and yet rctaiiied the use of the torture. Ifer tender 
mercies zrere cruel, 

^J'hough she afibeted the praise of humanity, and was even 
so vain as to order Elizabeth. TAe . to be inscribed on 

her medals .; shf, by no means, merited that illustrious title ; 
for under her reign, and by her order, the most barbarous 
and wanton scene of cruelty was acted that ever disgraced the 
annals of any nation, and which sufficiently disproves the 
pretended civiliscation of this, TV’o ladies bf the highest 
nink, eminent for, their wit and extraordihi^ beauty, guilty 
of no real crime, (whatever was pretended, ~) were exposed 
almost naked to the public view on suffered the 

most inhuman infliction of the knOut, and had their tongues 
cut out with every circumstance of the most outrageous 

VOL. II. I 



EXTRACT FROM 


S8 

bruUility. "Jliis Iioirid tragedy was peifornied at St. rcters- 

boiirg on the day of 1743, by the command of 

EJixal^eth The Clement. 

'Jliis princess had all the extremes of female prid<?*^and 
weakness ; she was \ain of her own charms beyond all credi- 
bility, and so jealous of those of others, that at her court, 
beauty was an unpardonable crime. Abandoning hersidf to 
every excess of intemperance and lubricity, slie was inflexibly 
severe to those who, imitating her example, permitted them- 
selves the same indulgences; ])rodigal, puKillanimous, vin- 
dictive, and inconstant. Such is the real eharacler of l*'Jiza- 
beth, which has been so much mistaken, and misrepresenteil 
by many, who have not had oj)i>ort\inities of being truly 
informed. It is not to gratify malignity, or from an afTecta- 
tioii of singularity, but merely from a love of justice, that I 
have painted this princess in these colours ; I would not 
wantonly tear the chaplet from her brows ; but the incite- 
ments to virtue arc destroyed when we adorn vice and folly 
with the wreaths of honor. 

Under the government of Elijcabeth, Russia not only still 
maintained, but considerably augmented her j)owcr and im- 
portance. It is- very remarkable, that the most glorious 
period of her reign was neither distinguished by military 
talents, nor civil abilities ; that alliances were made without 
ministers, and victories gained witliout generals; those, 
who know the chancellor AVoronssofF, and the marshals 
Butturlin and' Soltikoff, most allow this to be no e.xag- 
gcration. 
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Elizabeth dying on Christmas day Ecter the third, 
duke of Holstein Gottorp, and son of her elder sister, suc- 
ceeded to the crown. His education had been shomefullv 
neglected in his youth ; no care had been taken to teach or 
improve* him either by precept or example ; they gave him 
flatterers for friends, atul buffoons for companions : in child- 
hood they treated him as a man, in manhood they amused 
him like a child, 'riius, though born to empire, he was never 
fonned to it, an<l the defects of nature w'cre suflered to re- 
main ill him uncorrccted by education or instruction. 

I .shall pass over the short reign of this unfortunate prince, 
whose intentions were excellent, though Jiis understanding 
was w'oak ; whose condescension and generosity to his sub- 
ileserved mercy, if not gratitude ; and whose cruel ca- 
tastrophe clouds the splendor of the present reign. 

Catherine the second, was proclaimed Empress on the 
twenty-eighth of June 170*2. As I* shall speak more parti- 
cularly of her ill another place, I shall content myself with 
observing here, that, in genius, knowledge, and application, 
she is greatly sujierior to any of her subjects, ily her wis- 
dom and courage, she has raised llussia to the highest pitch of 
glory and power ; she has reinstated Iflrcii in the dutchy of 
Courland, and given a king to Poland ; she has annihilated 
the French ascendancy at the courts of Copenhagen and 
Stockholm, and now principally influences, if she does not 
absolutely direct, all their political opemtions. 

j 2 
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At the same time that she extends her predominancy to 
foreign nations, she is particularly attentive to domestic 
policy and iinpromneut. like Peter the great, she laments 
the tiarbarism ^oi' her sul^ects, and wishes to reform them ; 
bat whether the plans which she Ims adopted arc mcD cal- 
culated for that purpose, and whetlier they \vin be attend<‘d 
with the expected success, must be left for time to detei- 
mine : 1 cannot, however, avoid imagining, from the know- 
l<;dge I have of her instruments, that many of her piojeeis 
will either be very ill executed, or never executed at all ; 
others are impracticable, or if practicable at any time, ate 
certainly not so at this. 

Thus I have taken a short and cursory view of the Instorv 
of this great empire, in which wc have seen the slow piogiess 
of civilization ; and that though it was always advancing m 
some degree, ever since the time of John iiasilowich the 
iirst, yC^ it did not take any very considerable •strides, till 
the reigns of Alexis and 4*etcr, under whose government ma- 
nufactures were first established, and regular nnlitai'y disci- 
pline introduced ; but even tlie imprerMf^j^pof these reigns 
and also of the subsequent, were ehieSy directed to conquest 
and dominion : in such points, indeed, tliey very fu)ly suc- 
ceeded, but tliey neither awakened the genius, nor exalted 
the soul. The want of those effects sufficiently prove our for- 
mer proposition^ that the despotism of the government was, 
and still is the capital obstacle. Host of'*the sovereigns of 
Kussia have been gieat men, such also might probably have 
been many of their subjects, had they diar^ to give play to 
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tliclr powers^ or liad they felt thcmsielves in those situations 
which call forth the display of talente and virtue : situations 
which nii'oly exist in absolute but are every day exerted in 
limited monarchies. 

I cannot conclude this chapfef taking notice that, 

since the pretended civiliaatioir of^lhis country, there have 
happ<*n(*d three such revolati0ns^»f^ the ancient hiatoryfaf 
ilie iloiuan Emperors, or tjhe niddctln of the Ottoman Sul- 
tans, can only parallel. * 

In iTiany points, indeed, there is a strong resemblance be- 
tween the Muscovites and |he OHclntala: the history of 
f<iv()urit('s and ministers in Hussia i$ the history of bashaws 
and s>iHnd \isiis in Turkey. Mcnchikoff was dtsg^ccd and 
banished by Dolgorouki, Dolgorouki by Biren, Biren by 
IVIuniiieh, Munnieh by X^cstock, aodlLes^ck by Bcstouched', 
w ho in his turn was exiled also. Of^ all these unfortunate 
statesmen tltere were but feur»fetinut|i|)g alive at the ac- 
cession of Peter the tliird ; BestOiu<metf'^^ Ibe only one who 
found no favour front' hun,w',attd^mife^ ho had not merited 
any ; but the others , Biren, Munniidt/and lestock were re- 
called and received with distinction; Fffber the third, whose 
levity was oqu^ to bis goOd-nature, invited them to the im- 
perial table gnd n^^mciled them to each ot%atvit is said by 
those who were the intertj|e^^ >lic8e three ex- 

traordinary persona^ Wat^tmcomnmiSil^^P^Uuning, and that 
their emimiTassment, catl^xpi. exsi^^^'j^fessions and em- 
braces, were comic to thd* higlmst 
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thfSir pictures, because the design of Moses, according to 
them, in prohibiting the making or Iwwing down to graven 
images, was solely to prohibit worshipping the idols of the 
gentiles, which the gentiles believed to lie gods; whereas 
they themselves admit no graven image, all being painted 
with colours. 

PredestinaUon and transubstantiation arc also doctrines 
of their church ; aud the latter is maiutained as strcuuou^ly 
ns by the papists. 


Of Ihe Service of ihe Church. 

Tjierk are tlu;ce liturgies used in their public ser^ ice ; 
in common they use the litui^ of St. Chr3’‘!ostain, and on 
particular holidays those of St. Basil or of St. Gregorv. "I'lic 
style of the churchTservice dilTors considerably from that of 
ordinary eobversadon^ ai^d therefore not being understood by 
the^peopleHn general, tl^y are ifot able to m^e all the rc> 
spdjh&es,* bat join, in the worship by saying, Lord, have 
mercy bowing at the same time, and crossing 

thcmsetv^^h't^^ibreh^ iirst, then on the breast, then on 
the right on the left; thereby making 

the figure ci(f the thumb, the first and 

middle finger,- signifying the Trinity. 

Tlie !k;i v«wr « rjpwi uyj ahd |iart|y^(^lmted, but no tt)u> 

sical instiumbt^^.are^^t^^^ the epistles and gospels and 
select passages alsp read, but in the style 
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of the chui’ch ; which, frequently, is not unilerstooU even by 
the priests utheiating, who, nevertheless, have a knack of 
running over the words very fast, in a loud voice, witliout 
tuther stops or emphasis. Sometimes they read a homily of 
St. Chrysostom, aiul sometimes they have sermons in parti- 
cular churches but very rarely ; for no one is permitted to 
preach, without a special licence for that purpose. During 
the service, the priests or sonic otheiating deacons freriuently 
perfume the congregation with incense, and sprinkle them 
with holy water, which are much used in all their religious 
ceremonies. Tlic congregation never sit, nor often kneel ; 
they express :heir outward adoration by bowing and crossing 
themselves ; and some as penances, others from a principle 
<if chjvotion, bow so low as to beat their foreheads against the 
Jloor. 


Of the Times of tVorshipf and of the Vasis and Festivals. 

Tiir hours of the ordinary daily service ai*e in the morn- 
ing very early ; for mattins at noon ; and in the evening for 
vespers. 

The obser\’ation of fasts and festivals constitutes an essen- 
tial part of their devotion both public and private, and the 
former exceed in number and severity^ those of the })apists. 
There are four great fasts or lents in the year, in which they 
neither cat flesh, milk, eggs, nor bdtter, but confine them- 
Nclves to vegetables, bread, and fish fHed in oil. 
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llie fast before Easter is regulated by that moveable feast» 
and begins eight weeks before it : in the first week they eat 
butter, eggs, and milk, but not fiiesh; whence it is called 
butter^weeht and may be looked' upon as their carnival; for 
it is spent in public diversions, and all kinds of licen- 
tiousness. 

The next is called St. Peter's fast, and continues from the 
Monday after Whitsunday to the 99th of June ; and conse- 
quently is sometimes longer, sometimes shorter. 

The fast of the Blessed Virgin is immoveable; it begins 
always on the first and continues to the 15th day of 
August. 

St. Philip’s fast is also immoveable, beginning on the 
I5th of November, and continuing to the 35th of December. 

^ 4 

'J'hesc arc the four Icuts, be^des which their usual weekly 
fasts' arc Wednesdays and'Pii^ays throughout the yetup. 

' The thc church are too many to be enumerated, 

the principal of the saiqe as in other Christian 

churches; b^dcs, which, almost every day in the year is 
dedicated to some Werior saint, either the patron of a pro- 
vince or of a parish ; nay, even their houses are believed 
to have their guardiap.^saiqte; and so numerous are they 
that sometimes three ^or, /our saints Jiave but one day. St. 
Nicholas is the patroni^^f proving of Ardbangel ; and 

hence it is, that in eariitet kqtsoiintft '^ven of this country, 
8 
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he h erroneously called the patron of Rus<iia, which is not 
the case : but Arcliangel being the place to which the English 
first traded, they were easily led into the niistiik('. 

To these must be added the several slate festivals ; as the 
commciiioralion of the battle of Pultawa, on tlie 27th of 
.Fitly ; the festivals of the regiments of guards; the birth-da}, 
iiames-day, accession and coronation of the sovereign; the 
birth-day and nanies-day of the grand duke ; attSf the three 
oidcrs of Knighthood. 

On all these days (hey have particular services or col- 
iei’ts ; and on several they have grand processions of the 
clergy, at sonic of which her Imperial Majesty and the court 
assist ; particularly on twelfth day, and on the 30th of An 
gust, being the day of the order of St. Alexander. 

On twelfth day or tlic Epiphany, they have a very srn- 
gnlar ceremony of christening, or blessing the water. There 
is a kind of alcove or temple of wood, painted green and 
gilt, hung with various pictures; particularly of St. John the 
Daptist, erected for tire occasion upon the icc on the river 
before the palace ; it is fenced round with a temporary hedge 
of the boughs of fir-trees ; this temple is called the Jordan ; 
in the middle of it the ice is broken to the water* about eigln 
or ten feet square ; the bishops and clergy eoipe in a solemn 
procession finm the chapel of the pdlace, with her Imperial 
Majesty, and sanctify the water^ in the nvor by dippina 
the cross into it, and performing a service. After whicJi 
they sprinkle the standards, the artillery, and the soldiers 

K 2 ' 
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of as many regiments as are near the city, which arc all 
drawn up round the place ; and bottles of the water are sent 
to such regiments as are at too great a distance to attend. 
T’he common people are of opinion that the water, thus sanc- 
tified, has a virtue to cure all true beliovei’s in the Greek 
church of bodily as well as spiritual diseases : and some men, 
though it be in the severest weather, strip and bathe in the 
river ; it is very common to dip children ; and sick' persons 
arc brought to drink the water, for they seem to choose it 
as near- this s^jot as they can, though they maintain that, 
after the benediction, all the watcra are sanctified and as 
good and efficacious as these : most of the vulgar wash their 
faces at least, and carry bottles of it home to keep for their 
family use, in case of wounds or sickness, and to exorcise 
evil spirits from their houses. Tliis is performed three other 
days, but not with the same pomp. 

At 'Easter the Russians have a ceremony of congratulating 
each other on the holiday, 'Hliy presenting an egg and kissing 
one another, and saying, “ Christ is risen,” to wliich the 
other rcphci , he is risen i^ecd,” which custom doubtless 
arose from this being the firs’t day.of eating eggs or meat 
after the long fast. On Easter-eve the service of the church 
begins alxiut midnight, and lasts two or three hours ; and as 
soon as they return home they have a plentiful entertainment 
provided of all* kinds of meat, at which, though so early in 
the morning, they indulge theiaisijlves very largely. 

On the 23 d day of April thcr^ is V ceremony of blessing 
the cattle, ns it is called, which has been' often represented 
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as very ridiculous, because tlie priest sprinkles them with 
lioly water ; but, in reality, tlic intention of the service is 
only (o pray to God to preserve them from murrain, and to 
bless the food of the earth, this being the first day of turn- 
ing them to graze, after they have been stalled so many 
months as the long winter in this climate continues. 

On the Gill day of August, there is a service vulgarly 
called blessing the appies^ till after which they arc not por- 
iniltcd to be eaten : but the true intention of it is a thanks- 
giving for tlic fruits of the earth. 


Of the Sacrament of the Russian Church. 

In the Russian church there are seven sacraments, tv:, 
baptism, baptismal unction, the eucharist, ordination, pe- 
nance, marriage, and extreme unction : the two former, 
though distinct sacraments, (there being no confirmation in 
tliis church,) are administered at the same time. 

Baptism they look upon as the most essential point of reli- 
gion ; for they hold the doctrine of original sin : and per- 
sons who have been notorious offenders and excommuni- 
cated, or considered as reprobates and a|>ostate8, arc re-ad- 
mitted, as members' of the church, by repeating their bap- 
tism; which, in that case, is usually performed on the Epi- 
phany,' the day of calling the gentiles. Ihere have been in- 
stances of the same person 'being . baptized ten or twelve 
times. 
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i\s soon as a child is born, unless it be too weak, it is 
carried to church by the god-iathci's and g{>d-mothcr , where 
being met at the door by the priest he signs the Child with 
the sign of the cross on the forehead, and gives it the bene- 
diction, sa^'ing, ** 'JTic Lord preserve thy going out and 
“ thy coming in.” Tiicy tlicn walk up together to the font, 
which is placed in the middle of the church ; round the edge 
of which the priest fastens four lighted wax-candles delivered 
to him by the sponsors, whom he incenses and consecrates 
the water by dipping the cross into it with a great deal of 
ceremony : then begins a procession round the font, 
clerk goes before with the image of St. John the baptist, 
being followed by the sponsors with wax candles in their 
hands ; thus tlicy go about it three times, while the priest 
reads the service : the procession being over, the sponsors give 
the name of Uie child to the priest in writing, which, among 
the common people, is U!sual|y that of the saint of the day, 
or within eight days nearest it, either preceding or follow- 
ing ; but this is not much observed among the gentry, w ho 
chnse to keep family names ; the priest puts the name upon 
an image, which he holds upon the child’s breast and asks the 
sponsors, **.wbether the child believes in God the I'atlicr, Son, 
** and Holy Ghost ?” having answered “ yes^' three rimes, they 
all turn their backs to the font, as a sign of their aversion to 
the three next quesriods to be asked by the priest, m. “ whe- 
ihcr the child renounces the devjl ? whether he renonnres. 
“ his angels ? whether he renoUhces his works ?" The sponsors 
answer ** I renounce” distinctly to eadh question, and spit three 
times upon the gronnd| as a of detestation. 'JThen 

they turn thdr faces to riie and being asked by 
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the priest, ** whether they promise to bring up the child in 
** the true Greek religion ?” the exorcism begins ; the priest 
puts his hand upon the child, and blows three times, saying 
these words, ** get out of this child thou unclean spirit, and 
** make way for tlie Holy Ghost :** he then cuts off a lock of 
the child^s Itair, and wraps it up in a piece of wax, and 
tluY)ws it into the font; after which the child is stripped 
quite naked, and the priest takes it in his arms, and plunges 
it in the water three times, pronouncing the w'ords of the 
sacrament, “ I baptize thee in the name of the Fatlicr, and 
“ of the Son, and of the -Ilply Ghost.” 

Immediately after the immersion, he signs it with the sign 
of the cross, with an oil consecrated by a superior bishop, 
on the ff)rchead, on the breast, on the shoulders, on the 
])ahns of the hands, and on the back, 'iliis is another sarra> 
nicnt called the chrism, or baptismal wvciion, and by virtue 
of this it is supposed, the child receives the Holy Ghost. 
I'Jie priest having put a corn of salt in its mouth, puts a clean 
shirt upon " it, and says, “ thou art as clean and clear from 
** original sin as thy shirt.” Ho tlicn han^ abbut its nc(‘k a 
little cross of gold, silver, or lead, which is strictly preserved 
by the Russians, who deny Christian burial to such as have 
not one about them when they die : in cases of necessity, 
the midwife or any other person, except the jrarents, can 
administer baptism. Those who are sponysoia ff>r the same 
child arc looked upon as so nearly related ; they are not per- 
mitted to intennarry. 

Concerning the eucharist, the chief things remarkable .arc, 
that the bread must be leavened, and made into small cakes 
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and marked with the sign of the cros<»; the;^' mix warm water 
w’ith tlie %\inc, and put the bread into il, having first broken 
it, and deliver both the eleinentb together in a i^>oon to the 
communicants. 'I’his sacrament is adinin'istored to intants 
as soon as they are buptiifed ; and the coniinou peopje, if a 
child is ill, consider it as the best icincdj. Every person is 
obliged to communicate once a year ; and to confes*} to the 
priest, though by his connivanec this law is often evaded, 
as, for a few copecks, he sets down any ones name as having 
ixjceivcd. 

"With respect to ordination 'there arc no gi*eat qualifications 
required for the inferior priests especially, the chief re(|uisitcs 
arc sobriety and good manners, and Uiat they can read in 
dicir own language and write. 

As to penance, the usual penances prescribed by the priests 
arc an ^attendance at a certain number of masses, alms, 
fastinj^, and pilgrimages t but it is parti^larly provided by 
the spiritual regulation of Pelerl^tlie Great, in the year 1722, 
that no priest or confessor should exact money of his penitents 
for his own account before he grants absolution ; auricular 
confession is esteemed necessary, and, if the penitent con- 
fesses any trcaifonable dei»gn against the ghvemment, the 
priest is obliged to report, it immediately to tlie bishop : the 
power of excommunicating is vested solely ^in the synod. 

Marriage ^ accounted very honorable ''among the Russians, 
and very few, clticept sudi as arc in^<Asasteries, either men 
or women, ate unmarried after th«^ are of age to marry : 
polygamy is prohibited, nor can any one marry more than 
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three tiinc». Fonuerly all matches were made hy the parents 
of tlic parties, sometimes without so much as the young 
persons having seen each other; but a more polite inter- 
<*oui'ssc of the sexes has taken place since the reformation of 
Peter the Great ; yet still the consent of parents is essential 
to inarriage. louring the riuler and more . barbarous ages 
the ceremonies of marriage were very numerous and particu- 
lar; and among the lower class of people, especially in th*: 
villagi's, several of those ceremonies are still retained ; but 
hy persons of superior rank they are entirely abolished, 
though they make very splendid entertainments on these 
occasions : the briilcgroom and bride exchange rings as u 
token of alfection, and at the conclusion of the service in 
<*lmrch, the priest finishes witli these w’ords, “ whom God 
“ hath joined together, let no man put asunder.” It i.s re- 
markable that the parents of the parties arc never permitted 
to be in tin* church during the ceremony. With regard to 
the lowest class, they as being vassals must have the con- 
sent of the lord to w’honi they liclong ; especially if the w oman 
desires to marry the slave of another lord, iu which ease it 
is usual to agi'cc for a female in return, because the property 
of (he children belongs to him to whom the husband Iwlongs. 
The only causes on which divorces arc admit ted, are, eitlnr 
when the man from a principle of devotion goes into a 
monastery, or persuades or forces his wife into one, or can 
actually make proof of adultery against her. 

Extreme unction can only bife administered by a priest, and 
to a person of the true Greek religion; confession is necessary 
previous to it, and prayer during the performance. 

VOL. II. L 
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Of the Funeral Ceremonies of the Russians. 

'I’liE ceremonies of their interments, at present, are much 
fewer than in ibriner times; such as are most rcmnrkahle 
and different from other European nations arc those which 
follow. 

Ilurying the dead is one of the sev<’n charities to the 
bodies of men, mentioned under the doctrine of the church ; 
and the poorest people are often buried b_y contribution, 
which some of the fjiends of tlic deceased collect })y begging 
with ti wax-candle laid upon a plate ; and sometimes the 
corpse is laid in the public streets, with a plate and a wax- 
candle, or incense set upon it. 

Persons of condition, as soon as any, one of the family is 
dead and laid out, send to the priests, who attend allcrnatt'ly 
in the room, and read the psalter night and day without 
intermission, till the time of the funeral. When the de- 
ceased is laid in the cotrm, which is gencmlly covered with 
scarlet cloth or velvet, his arms are laid cross his breast, 
and a printed paper, a kind of label, is put on his forehead, 
with this ejaculation, ** O most holy, almighty, and ever- 
“ lasting God, have mercy upon me anotlior paper is put 
into his hand containing two prayers ; the one is composed 
in the first person, as the prayer of a departing soul tor 
forgiveness of his sins, and for a blessing on his family and 
friends, whom he has left behind him : the second is an abso- 
lution supposed to be pronounced by the bishop or confessor. 
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vt'hose name is inserted in it. 'Fliis paper is doulnless what 
has been so univei’sally represented by foreigners, ns a pass- 
port to St. Peter ; but it is so far from it, tlint it is cxi>rcssly 
said not to be necessary, but merely A'oluntary, and it is 
only used in burials of ceremony, at least very seldom in 
others. 

At the funeral, the coflln is covered^ with a pall of rich 
brocade or tissue, which is afterwards made irdo vestments 
for the priests, frcrpiently at the expenee of the family of 
the deceased, and presented to the church : the priests and 
choristers walk before the corpse to the gj'ave, carrying the 
cross, &c. chanting psalms during the whole procession ; all 
who attend the funeral rites follow it with wax-candles 
lighted in their han<ls ; as soon as they come to the gi*ave 
these are all changed, and every pei*son present, bo the 
number ever so great, has one given him to hold, w'hich are 
all left in tlic church, as perquisites to the priests ; the coflin 
is always uncovered during the scrxdce, and bcf<»rc the lid 
is fastened down, the friends and relations of the tleceased 
take their last farewell, soipe kissing him, some the coflin ; 
there is afterwards. a service jicrformed upon the grave, morn- 
ing and evening, for six weeks, and every fortieth da}' for 
the first year, and afterwards annually ii])on the return of 
the day on which he died, and upon his names-day. This 
custom, it should seem, is chiefly or solely to testify the 
respect of the living ; for it is continued as long as any of the 
family choose to pay for it ; and the Russian church abso- 
lutely denies the doctrine of purgiitory, though it admit-: 
prayers for the dead to be a most ancient and pious custom. 
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Of Ihc Churches^ and their Ornaments. 

'J’liE churches are built of brick or wood ; the former arc 
not' inelegant buildings, though usually overloaded with 
decorations, according to the style of their architecture ; some 
are built in the form of a. cross, others arc oblong, others 
nearly square ; they have always a large dome with a cross 
at the top, and sometimes four smaller cupolas with crosses ; 
they are generally covered with plates of iron, either white, 
or painted green, and the ornaments gilt, or in some churches 
the whole domes are entirely gilt on the outside, which has 
a fine effect. Over the doors and over the gates of the 
church-yard are [>laccd the pictures of the saint to whom 
the church is dedicated, and many others ; to these the peo- 
ple bow and cross themselves before they enter the church ; 
and even, in passing them on the road, they seldom omit 
this mark of respect. The cliiming of bells is looked upon 
as essential to the service, so that every church has them; 
they are always fixed iramoveably to the beams which sup- 
port them, and are rung by tying a rope to the clapper of 
the bell. 

In the inside, there arc several different chapels, dedi- 
cated to different saints ; many of the churches are profusely 
gilt, and all are hung with a vast number of pictures ; some 
of which, particularly at the Trinity monastery, near Mos- 
cow, which is the Loretto of this country, are ornamented 
with jewels and precious stones round the frames, to a great 
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value. Before these pictures, on the saint's days in the ca- 
lendar, they always burn wax-candles. There arc no forms 
or seats in any church, but there is a sort of tribunal in 
every one, w'ith a canopy over it and a rail before it, for the 
Empress, who never sits down. 

At the cast end of every church is the altar, with a rail 
before it, always more riclily gilt and decoratcil with inoro 
pictures than any other part of the church ; in the middle 
of Avhich is a kind of screen or folding doors opening 
into another apartment, which seems to represent the sanctum 
sanctorum of the Jewish temple ; in this is the table of the 
shew-bread, and here the elements foe the eucharist are’ 
consecrated ; on the* sides are other apartments, where the 
relicks belonging to the church arc deposited, and the vest- 
ments of the priests are kept : for these vestments which are 
the property of the church, and only are worn during the 
service, arc in many places exceedingly rich : those of the 
superior clergy are of the finest gold or silver tissues, silks, 
velvets, and cloth of gold, decorated witii vast (piantities of 
])carls, and other jewels ; and it is said, that the pearls in 
the habits of the clergy at the Trinity monastery would fill 
a bushel measure ; and one ruby only, in one of the Archi- 
mandrite’s mitres, for there are three mitres, is worth 20,000 
Ro. there is also a cross which he carries, set with jc^vels, 
presented by the late Empress Elizabeth, which is valued at 
200,000 Ro. The shrine of St. Ale.vandcr Ncufsky, in tlie 
church of the monastery dedicated to him near St: Peters- 
burg, is of massy silver, with his boners of the same, and 
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the story of his actions executed in basso relievo ; this wa:» 
likc\Yisc presiintcd by the same Empress. 


General lieflections on the Religious Principles of the Russians. 

'J’hat the Russians are very superstitious, will readily ha- 
imagined by every one, who considers that ignomiice is the 
mother of superstition ; and so little are the vulgar informed 
of tlie principles of their religion, that scarcely any of them 
arc able to repeat the Creed or the Lord’s prayer heart ; 
their usual devotion being only to crt)ss themselves, and say, 
** liOrd have mercy upon me.” Yet this they never omit 
morning and evening, before and after eating or drinking, or 
whenever . they set about a new work ; insomuch, that seldom 
does a common carrier or post-boy set out on a journey 
without crossing himself. 

It has been remarked, that no people of any nation in the 
world pa^'s a greater regard to a solemn oath made before 
a magistrate, than the Russians ; indeed, by the constitu- 
tion of their government, this is very seldom done in any ju- 
dicial process ; never but when other proofs, from the cirrum- 
stanccs of the transaction, cannot be had ; in which case, it 
being left to either of the parties to swear to the truth of his 
allegations, it has scarcely ever happened that both have offered 
to swear. And yet, in common conversation, not only the vid- 
gar, butpermnsof the first quality, even the ladies, express 
themselves by an oath, as familiarly as by the most common 
expletives. 


8 



79 


AN ACCOUNT OF RUSSIA., 

Religious pictures are not only the liiniiturc of ihcir 
churches, but are in every public oflicc or college, and in a 
corner of every apartment of each college, as ^^(;ll as in 
all the rooms of every private house, to which all persons 
bow and cross themselves before they address any one in th<’. 
room ; nor is there a shop at the public markets without 
them. 'J'hough the superstitious use of pictures is very great 
ill this country’ ; though they are and iimst he al! executed 
by members of the (Jreek church only, it imist'he observed, 
that the same cause which produced excellcnec in paiuliiig 
through Italy, and other popish countries, has been utterly 
unoperative here : tlicy have never had tme good painter, or 
one capital picture in Russia ; on the contrary, they are gene- 
rally most miserable daubings, some of which, notwithstand- 
ing, arc said to be the work of angels. 

It is likewise remarkable,, that though their religions cere- 
monies are viay numerous, the decorations of their churches 
'cry glaring and profuse, the sacred utensils very magni- 
ficent, the habits of their priests very splendid, the austerity 
of their fasts very rigid, and the observation of holidays very 
frequent; yet, their worship is so far from being captivating, 
that it appears exceedingly irregular and slovenly ; nor is there, 
perliajis, any people upon earth, among whom there is less 
appearance of seriousness and devotion in the public service ; 
or among whom the national clergy arc so little respected, or 
rather so universally despised; notwithstanding the third 
precept of the church expressly enjoins the reverencing of the 
ministers. 
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It is IniP, that except some few' of the superior clergy, 
they have had no education, and arc generally taken from 
the lowest of the people, who arc not ahsolutely slaves; 
their appointments arc also veiy inconsiderable, and their 
stated penpiisitcs so very small, that they depend chiefly on 
the voluntary donations of their flocks ; their inferior priests, 
likewise, are fidl as much addicted to the vice of drunken- 
ness, as the meanest of the people, though by the canons 
they arc liable to a sentence of degradation for it: to all 
which may be added, wliat is also peculiar to this country, 
that the people, ignorant as they are, arc j^et niore enlight- 
ened than the clergy; and that the reformation, in civil 
aflairs, has made a much greater progress than in ecclesias- 
tical. Even the superior clergy are not on so respectable a 
footing as in tnost other countries, where they arc often per- 
sons of the first familicts, which is very seldom the case in 
Kussia ; however, they have some outw'ard marks of respect 
paid them ; for the gentry, of the highest rank, will not 
scruple to kiss the hands of a bishop, and demand his 
blessing. 

Upon the whole, it may with justice be said, there is 
amongst them the greatest degree of superstition and bigotry, 
the low’est notion.s of the duties of morality, and the most 
idolatrous ideas of the adoration of the Deity imaginable : 
for it is thought, that building a church, performing a pil- 
grimage, giving alms, or abstaining from meat,, k a c;ompen- 
sation for any breach of the moral law ; and it is as certain, 
as natural, that the pictures and saints of the priests arc the 
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gods of the vulgar ; vrho caanot salve their idolatry with art 
and distinction, but worship with their heart what they be- 
hold with their eyes. And as to those of superior rank and 
better education, especially such as have travelled, if they 
have discovered the absurdity of their earlier priu(*iples, 
and surmounted those prejudices, tltey bftve generally stopped 
at that point, and are, for the most part, sceptics, without 
any religion at all, and commonly without knowing why 
they arc so ; taking 'up their mddelity Upon trust, tiom those 
with whom they have chanced to converse abroad, or iirotA a 
few foreign books they have read;4 and following those 
guides as impHcidy, as oth^ follotv the superstitions of 
tlieir ancestors. 

No account is here |pven pt the miracles said to have been 
wrought by their saints, many of which, even of the most 
received, aie too ridiculous to Ik! related: and it must be 
confessed, tills is npt the age for propagating them ; especi- 
ally, since by the spiritual regulation of ‘1723, it is pani- 
cularly jirovided, that no nevf ones be admitted without a 
more severe scrutiny than * those * of former ages could 
possibly have stood the test of ; gnd that very heavy punish- 
ments be indicted upon siicit should attempt to iniposc 
upon the popiiJi^,crt^Ui;y* 

Of ike Ttvfaha 

Thb Russian clergy are dlri<^d^idfo^%^l^lar and secular : 
of the former, the superfoib axe^ d^n^Htans, archbishops 
and bishops; which titles, arimj^hhop or nicti'opolitau, 

VOL. It. ' u 
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arc not annexed to the episcopal see, except to those of 
Novogoixid, Moscow, Petersbourg, and Kiowin Little Russia: 
but as to the rest, they are entirely personal distinctions, 
which the crown confers accoiding to its own pleasure, 
tlwttgh, in general, seniority is regarded in granting them. 
The bishopiicks are ranged into three classes, and that ar- 
rangement aJso depends wholly on the will of the sovereign, 
who disposes ^bitolutcly of ail dignities in the church : the 
synod, indeed, proposes the candidates,' of which niiml^cr one 
is usually named, though somethnest the whole list is set 
asl^e^’and no attentictft paid to it. It is not nemsary that 
the bishops should be chosen out of the monastic order, 
thou^ they always assume it as soon as they arc elected. 

The names of the archbishops and bishops according to 
their classes : M « S. ^guides mmber of the .synod. 

FiasT Class 3. 

< V 

Demetrius, tnetropdital and archbishop of Novogorod 
find Vclikoluaky first member of the synod. 

Tlmotby, metropolitan and archbishop of Moscow and 
Calonga, M. S. 

Gabriel,, atxthtdth^p of Fct^bonig and Rcrel. M. S. 

CVass a. 

Innocent, bUhop pf Riga. }A* S. 

Benjamin, archbishop of uiuBan dnd M. S. 

Methodius, tnshopof Astrad(Ut';and ^disiropol. 

Vanl, metropolttan of Tobolshy atld Siberia. 
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Athanasius, bishop of Rostow and JataslafT. M. S. 
Ambrose, archbishop of Croutis^y and Mogeaisk. M. S. 
Palladius, bishop of Heaan and Schatek. M. S. 

Gabriel, bishop of Tweor and Kascbtua. 

Third Class 14 . 

Parthenius, bishop of Smolcnsko and Dorogobusch. 
Porphirius, bishop of Bellegorod and Oboiansk. M. S. 
Geunadius, bishop of Soitsdal and JouijefT. 

Joseph, bishop of Wologda and XUiriosero. 

Theodosius, bishop of Coiomna and Kosohin. 
Bartholomew, bishop of Wiatka and Great Penmie. 
Joasaph, bishop of Archan^l and Oholmogorskij. 
Theodosius, bishop* of Oustiuga and Rotemsky. 

Tichon, bishop of Woronet* and JeietakiJ. 

Sophronius, bishop of Irkontsky and Nerteschinsk 
Sylvester, bishop of Percslaff and Dmitreff. 

Damascenus, bishop of Kostroma and Galitsch. 

Paul, bishop of Waiadimer and Mourom. 

Pachoinius, bishop of Tnmbofif and Pensa. 

The two Vice-bishops arc,—- « 

One of Novogorod, John, bishop of Olonete and Har- 
gopol. N ^ 

The other of tkhott, bishqii of Sewsk and 

Biiansk. 

The bishops of the second ediCrank as archbishops. 
Besides the above hst, there are dVe^lrishops in Little Russia, 
and four Geoigian, who do not belong to these classes. 

u 2 
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Of the Mcnki and their Convents, 

1*11 E only order of monks in this country, is Uiat of St. 
Basil, or as it is sometimes called of St. Anthony, he having 
first introduced that order into Russia.' They are admitted 
by the tonsure, a very small part of the crown of the head 
being sliaved^i the rules respecting their fasts and prayers are 
veiy rigid : t^hoir habits are black, which, it is said, arc 
made in shape to resemblo a coffin, those who assume it, 
being consider^ as dead to the world; upon their heads 
they wear a black broad hood. . Married persons, as was 
observed before, may enter into the monastic life. 

The monasteries or abides are divided into two sorts, one 
called stawtopiguialni, the other ordinary, 'fhe abbots of 
the former are called Archimandrites (Iroro septum, 

septmentum) they are of a superior rank, and may be rcck> 
oned equal to mitred abbots, though they, as well as the 
bishops in this country, wear only a bonnet 'or hood, except 
when they are officiating : neither tliey nor their monasteries 
arc subject to the Idshop of the diocese, but the synod only, 
having fonnerly been sublect to the natriardit alone. 

Hiero-monachi, aod^ilil^tHliacoDi, are eetdesiastics who 
officiate in^ monasteries, yet'aK«ca|>alde.dthigh(£r preferments 
in the church. 


The whole mupber of monlu is 984fl. 
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II1C monasteries} like tbe bishopricks, arc divided into 
three classeS} that of the Troitza or Trinity is not ranked 
among the rest* the Archimandrite of which is a member of 
the synod. 

In the first class there are fifteen monasteries, six of*) 
which arc Stawropiguialoi. } 

In the second class there are forty-two, four of which ) 
are Stawropigiiialni. J 

In the third class there are an hundred monasteries, I 
which are governed by priors or Egumens, (perhaps ^100 
from duco.) jf 

157 


Of the Nunt and fAetr Convents, 

No woman can, regularly, be admitted into a nunnery til) 
fifty years of age ; neveitheleis, this rule is not strictly ob- 
served, for some arc admitted at fourteen or fifteen years of 
age, and, in short, of every age. ^ey as well as the monks 
are admitted bj[;, the. tonsi^, w^iCn they wume the veil, 
and their habita .i!^ alsct^eog black gown$V and broad black 
hoods which fall baj^K tfjKin their shooldefS ; when they attend 
divine service, tiiey have a crape or veil which covers the 
upper part of die face. Their hours of prayer, and the ri- 
gour of their &sts, differ very little from those of the monks. 



to the exercise of religion, 
toeans confined to their cloisters, with such 
severity as m Homan Catholic countries. They are not at 
lil)orty to quit their order ; notwithstanding, there are a few 

instances of such dispensations having been granted. 

% 

Hic principal or bead of these convents is called Egumcna. 
Tlio whole number of nuns is 1366. 


These convents are also divided into thicc classes ; tliat of 
the resmtection at Si. Feteisboutg is not reckoned in the 
number, but receives its appointment inunediatcly from the 
Hmpress, who in the year 1763, established a school or aca> 
demy there, for the 'education pt two hundred young ladies 
of noble fiimilies, and two bundred and forty girls of inferior 
rank ; who are all edphitted and maintained ar the expence 
of the crown. 


In the first class there are 4 nunneries. 
In the second class 18 

In the third class 45 .. 

IT 


Of Ctergjf* 

Tub seculnr priests are caSed Jjiopes, filthers : they are 
the parochial ckxgj, and am wtip bbmg the lowest 

and tlie most igncminit, are the least esteemed. 

They are commonly named by the bishop of the diocese, 
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and sometiiiies bj the crovm : they are alivays married) 
hut are permitted to marry only mice ; and when the wife 
dics) they are obliged to retire to some monastery, or to 
take some -inferior oiOSce in the church, or else entirely to 
quit their order. 

Tlieir children are usually brought up to the church, and 
sometimes arrive at the hig^t ^gnitaes in it. 

The heads or governors of 'this order, under the bishops, 
are called proto-popes : some of whom are sometimes mem- 
bers of the synod. 

\ 

It is not easy to ascertam the exact numbm of the secular 
priests, for in the revi^n, ^ey .are reckoned with their 
wives and children^ and to 168,519 Uiales, and 

163,263 females ; but they usually esiSmated at about 
25, (HX) officiating priests. 

They receive their salary, ^l^h fs not more than 15 roubles 
//cr annum each, fnun the 'of oeconomy, according 

to their classes : the rest of the^ 'subsistence arises irom the 

* 4 

perquisites of their office, which are rated very low, nor can 
they demand ai^ thing briber, though it is usual tor those 
who can afford tlbeto some small giratuity beyond 

their stated fees. ■' * ~ ^ 
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Of the 'Revenues if the Church. 


FoRMfimiY the churches and monasteries had their own 
lands and slaves, ficom whence their revenues arose, but since* 
the crown has tahen those lands Into its own possession, the 
appointments of the several arcdtbuibops, bishops, Ac. are 
all settled, as in the following list, according to their classes : 
l>csidcs which, 'each 'hithpp and abbot has the ecclesiastical 
dues and perquisites arising froip his diocese or abbey. 


Sisbsp RM' tku. 

ArehUdiopofVCvogorod, Ac. 
of Moscow, 

ofFetersbwrg, Ac. < ^ 


Bitbi^ f the Suend Chtst, 

Bidiop bf l^eMOw, &C. ' ' ^ 

7 tnihc^^ at 5400 Re. each 

^ \ /t ^ ‘ f - 

Class. > 

14, at 493s Ro.,«o G(^ . 

« > * 


At 4030 Ro. 80 

Abbot of Trinity vaibiDmtdf ^ 



Ro. Co. 

11,031 20 

7 ,S»«> 85 

15,000 CO 


6,000 00 
35,000 00 


59,250 80 


8,q6i 60 

10,070 00 
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Mwasteriis of iJte Second Class, Ru. Co. 

Brought forward • 182,186 05 

43, at 1311 Ro. 90 Cop. each abbot • • 55«o99 80 

Monasteries <f the Third Class, 

ipo, at 806 Ro. 30 Cop. each prior • • 80,630 00 

Nunneries of the First Class. 

Of the Accenston at Moscow ... 2,009 

The Novodevitschei, or new Convent - - 2,009 80 

Of the iVssumption of the Virgin at Fereslaff - 2,007 7 ^ 

Of the Protection of the Virgin at Sousdal - ^,^06 30 

Nunneries of the Second Class. 

t8, at475 Ro. 80 Cop. each ... 8,564 40 

Nunneries tf the Third Class, 

45, at 375 Ro. 60 Cop. each ... 16,902 00 

Allowed to the Cathedral Churches, and some others, 7 

t. c 93 » 9 oo 00 

suppose 30, at 3130 Ro. - » - -3 

Her Majesty’s Gift of • > - 32,480 00 

Secular Priests, 35,000, at 15 Ro. each - - 375,000 00 

Total • 853,296 75 

Of tin: Kcclexiaaticai Goternsnenf. 

\ 

CiiHisTiAXiTY, it is gcncmliy agreed, was first received iu 
this country towards the cud of tlic tenth century; from 
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wliicli time this cliurch bad always been subject to tlie patri- 
arch of Constantinople till the j'car 1588 ; when the arch- 
bishop of Novogorod was consecrated patriarch of the Rus- 
sian (dnirch) which denied the pretensions of that of Con- 
stantinople, and declared itself independent. Yet it appears 
that since that period they have frequently appealed to the 
see of ConsUintinoplc : Alexis Michdclowich, for instance, 
father of Peter the Great, having been cxconnnunicated by 
the patriarch of Moscow, obtained the protection of the 
patriarch of Constantino] )lc against the insult, and by his 
authority de])Osed the. Russian ]>atriarch.* 

About the year 1701, upon the death of Adrian the last 
patriarch, Peter the Great entirely suppressed that dignity, 
mid dcclaivd himself head of the church } and, in the year 
I7!i3, instituted a spiritual college, for the govennneut of the 
rhureh, called, “ The holy legislative synod.” 

This college consisted at first of tw^J|Sl' members; three 
of whom were always bishops; but life number has since va- 
vit'd according to the Sovereign, who nominates every member, 
:md at present there arc only five and the chief procurcur, 
ho is always a civilian, and considered as placed there on 
the part of the . crown, and no vote nor resolution can pass 
till lie has a])})r^ed it. 'ihe present members are, 
Demetrius, metropolitan of Novogorod and Veltkoluzk. 
Gabriel, archbishop of St. Petersbourg and Revel, and ar* 
chiinandritc of the convent of St. Alexander Neufsky. 
Innoci'ut, bishop of Plescow and Riga. 
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M. (le jVrdissiiu), eliiof prociircur actual counsellor of 
stat('. 

Bartholomew, archimandrite of the convent of Znamensky. 

'I’heodoi'e, proto-pope of the catliedral of the Assumption 
Aloscow. 

The archbishop of Novogorod is first and ixsrpetual mem- 
ber, and as such receives a salary of 150() Roubles per onn. 
the n‘st attend by turns for a year, more or less, as the So- 
vereign pleases, and have 1000 Roubles during their attend- 
anee on the college ; those who have once been members of 
the s3*nod always retain the title : each member is oblig(>d 
to take an oath of allegiance to the Sovereign, couched in 
the strongest terms, before they are qualified to sit. 

'I'his board is invested with the power which had been 
lodged in the hands of the patriarch ; all di$])utcs lictwccn 
bisliops, or pei’sons belonging to different dioceses, are re- 
ferred hither : so that, though every bishop has the govern- 
ment of his own diocese in ecclesiastical matters, there always 
lies an apiK'al from him to the s^'nod ; and the power of ex- 
communication is vested only in the college. 


: Of Tolerated Religions. 

There is no country in the world where all religions are 
more freely tolerated than in Russia ; the Jew^s and the Je- 
suits only are excepted, and some few even of these arc 

. , • • n2 
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connived at ; howcvcir, by the constitution, all the diflVi’cnt 
sects of Christians, Alalutmetans, and Pagans, arc freely suf- 
fered to enjoy their own worship. 

All llussi's who are separatists from the established church, 
nn*. called lhtskalshik»t i. e. schismatics : from which com- 
mon a)>pclIatiou, it has been fre(jueiit1y misunderstood that 
th<‘y are only one sect; whereas tlmre arc several subdivi- 
sions among tifcm, one sect differing from another us much 
ns from the osUiblished church. Some do not conform to 
the liturpjcs of the church ; others do not admit the same 
contbssion of the faith, adhering to that of Nichon, tliough 
the diflerence is little more material than the. date of the 
addition : others in the. way of making the sign of the cross, 
with two fingers instead of three; and among them they pre- 
t(‘nd to have curious collections of the hands of dead saints, 
to sh<‘W in what manner they bent their fingers in crossing 
thcinscb'cs ns they were dying : these, likewise never pro- 
iiuuuce the hallelujah three times : others there are which 
re.st*mble the Quakcifi, in having no priesthood ; but not- 
aithstaiuling, they have the siu*nuncnts, wliich maybe ad- 
ministered by any one, man or woman. Besides these, 
thei-e are a gi'cat many other tenets, too many to be noticed 
in particular. 

Tn fonner reigns these separatists liavc undergone great 
pcrseeulions, which, as has always been the case in religious 
persei'utions, served only to increase their number, and 
the prejudices of the converts. At present they are per- 
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initted to enjoy tlicir private sentiments^ and to worship 
the Deity according to their consciences: only they arc 
obliged to pay the crown one rouble and twenty copecks per 
head, which is equal to the poll-tax, for the privilege ; in 
consequence of which milder treatment they decline daily, 
and the whole number at present is Ijetween forty and fifty 
thousand males and * females who pay the tax : . though it 
is supposed there arc many more, who do not avow their 
principles. 

* Mates only pay the tax. 


END OF EXTRACT FROM THE ACCOUNT OF RUSSIA. 




EXT R A C T 

FROM 

AN ACCOUNT OF IRELAND 

IN 1773, 

BY A LATE CHIEF SECRETARY OF THAT KINGDOM 




A SHORT SKETCH OF THE POLITICAL 
HISTORY OF IRELAND. 

IllE LAND was anciently divided into a nuinlx'i' of small 
districts, or principalities, which were governed by their re- 
spective princes, or chieftains. 

'rhc.se chiel'tain.s acknowledged the supreme authority oi“ 
one sovereign, whom they commonly elected from among 
themselves, and whom they considered as the general of their 
armies, to repel invasions from abroad, and to preserve jicacc 
and good order at home. 

They paid him homage and tribute, but they permitted 
him as little as possible to interfere in the administration or 
ceconomy of their own provinces. — For a long series of years 
the government of Ireland Avas conducted in this manner, 
until a quarrel of a domestic nature between two of tlu; 
chieftains laid the foundation for that system of policy, 
which is the subject of this treatise. 

The Aveaker prince, Mac Morough of Ixnnslcr, who had 
been the aggressor, solicited the assistance of Henry the 
Second, King of England. That aspiring monarch had long 
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considered the possession of Ireland as an object worthy of 
Iiis ambition, and had even already taken such steps towards 
the accomplishment of it as were usual iii those days of 
ignorance and superstition. — He had addressed himself to the 
pope, and obtained from his holiness a bull which, in the 
vulgar opinion, fully authorized him to undertake the con- 
quest of the country ; but he was obliged, by certain’ imme- 
diate considcratious, to defer for some time the execution of 
this project. Being engjiged in a war with France wheti 
Mac Morough came to implore hb aid, he excused himself 
for the present from complying w'ith his entreaty ; but, by 
letters patent, he granted licence to all his subjects through- 
out his dominions to assist the suppliant chieftain, and pro- 
mised soon to come to his relief in person. 

Strongbow, Fitz Stephen, Prendergrast, and several other 
gallant adventurers, ollcred their services on this occasion ; 
and, perhaps not h'ss animated by the spirit of chivalrj', 
limn engaged by views of advantage, passed over to Ireland 
with a numerous following, and rc-cstablishcd the Irish 
prince in his former dignity. 

In rcrompencc for this service, Strongbow obtained the 
chieftain's daughter in marriage, with a great territorial 
<lowry, and thus became conuected with the country by the 
strongest ties of interest and alliance. 

llis companions in the expedition also acquired large 
possessions and, having van<iuished several of the Irish 
princes, formed regular colonics in diiTercnt parts of the 
bland. B 
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This singular enterprise, aehieved by a few brave indivi- 
duals, strongly resembles the romantic conquest of Naples 
by Tanned and liis Norman friends in the centurv before. 
Such signal success shows what valor and elevation of mind 
can accomplish, and that nothing is too didicult for the 
darings of heroic virtue. The vulgar, who feci no sentiments 
of this generous growth, affect to dislxslicve or to under- 
value such astonishing efforts ; but those, who an; acquainted 
with human nature, know* that the heart of man is capable 
of almost incredible dilatation and, when seconded by good 
fortune, raises itself to the height of the most arduous un- 
dertaking. 


The conquest of Naples by, the Norman gentlemen, thi.s 
expedition of Strongbow and his companions, and the later 
«;xploits of the Portuguese and Spaniards in both hemi> 
spheres, remind us of the celebrated lalx)urs of Theseus and 
llereules: wc see that nature forms exalted spirits in every 
age, and that the history of ancient heroism, though it owes 
its ornaments to poetry and fable, stands on the original 
haindation of truth. 

Henry, having now successfully surmoimlcd those dif- 
ticultics which prevented his going to Ireland when first in- 
vited, and having received the strongest assurances of sub- 
mission and obedience both from the natives and his own 
subjects, repaired to-tliat country witliout delay. He landed 
at Waterford in 1 172, where he was received by the people 
as a guardian angel: the principal chieftains and clergy 
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voluntarily submitted to his authority,, accepted him as their 
•toveroigu, aud freely swore fealty and allegiance 

It 

Thus ended the ancient monarchy of Ireland ; and tlius 
the ■ fortunate Ilcniy, witliout a blow, became sovereign of 
this noble island, and annexed it to the dominion of 
England. 

Reserving to himself die general sovereignty, he left to 
the little princes of the country their power and autlionty 
in their respective districts : and, having planted garrisons in 
different places, and appointed an administration to govern 
in his absence, he returned to England ip glory aud triumph. 

for upwards of three hundred years, from this period, 
the affairs of Ireland remained nearly on the same footing, 
'riie natives seemed to pay little more than a nominal 
<»bcdicuce to the crown, and the king's lieutenant, uho was 
tisimlly an Irish lord of English blood, was more immedi- 
ately the governor of an English ctjlony, ,for whose regula- 
tion and senice he called parliaments and passed laws, 
whilst f^tc, old inhabitants continued distinct from the pale 
(as the English settlements were called) and sent no repre- 
scntnlivcs to those parliaments, but were principally goveraed 
by their own lavifs ^d ancient customs. 

'Die kings of England were so engaged in foreign or civil 
. wars, that they could not givb thdt attention to Ireland 

* Tam 6ubj€;c|ioftis vinculo quam fidcUtatia aacramentd itgi Angloiiim k spottte 
wbmi8eront.<»GiV<iM Cmireiu. 
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which io iihportant an object rcqoirecl ; but, when the coo- 
test between Yoiic and Lancaster was decided, and the 
victorious Henry the Seventh was peaceably established on 
the throne, that wise and politic prince turned his eyes to- 
wards Ireland, inq[uired minutely into the state and cir- 
cumstances of it, discovered tbe mistakes of lus predecessors, 
and iininediatcly determined to repair them : for this purpose 
he sent over to Ireland Sir^Edward Voyuings, as lord deputy, 
witli instructions to assemble a parliament, > • 


Before this time, the inode of parliamentary procedure 
was vap;ue, partial, and often injurious, to both nations. 
I'hc chief goyemor had the power of calling parliaments and 
of passing laws rege inconmltOf without their undergoing any 
revision in England; 'but very great inconveniences having 
prison, and still greater dangers being apprehended, from 
sncli unlimited authority in the chief governor, a law was 
mssed by which it was enacted. 


I 1st. 'Hiat l>efore any paritament could be summoned at 
iu'ld in Ireland, the chief governor and council should certify 
/ ' ^king, under tlie great seal of Ireland, the considerations 

Ire an«yg^ thereof, *aad the articles of the act 


1>wt*^»i}sed therein. 


acts proposed to 


Sdly. Hiat aft^ the king, in his council of England, 
shall have considered,' approved, or altered the said acts, 
or any of them, and certihed them bock, under tiie great 
of £n|^od^ and shall have ^ven Ikeoce to summon 
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and hold a parliament, then the same shall be summoned 
and held, and the said acts so certified and no other shall be 
proposed, received, or rejected. 

This statute was afterwards explained and amended in 
the 3d and 4th of Philip and Mary, and permission was 
given to certify new propositions to England, in the* usual 
iform, even after the summons, and during the session of par> 
liament. 

From hence arose the progress and practice of the pre- 
sent mode of parliamentary proceedings in Ireland. 

ITicre was another law passed in the administration of Poy- 
jiings, by which all English statutes, then subsisting, were 
made e£fectual in Ireland. 

Thus the constitution took a more stable form, a better 
intercourse was introduced between the sovereign and hiil 
people, and the different views of the two nations were re- 
conciled, by an act which precluded all hasty determination 

upon their mutual or particular interests. i — 

1 repre 

During the reign of the great Elizabeth, several of her VYllcst 
statesmen and warriors were^employed in the government of 
Ireland : Sussez, Sidney, Grey, Pereot, Essex, and Mount- 
joy, held the sword at different times, and many of them 
distinguished thmr administration by their talents and success. 
Under the last, the long and doubtful war with Tyrone was 
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final!/ conduded) and dangerous rebel compelled to sur- 
render at discretion. 

King James the First now succeeded to the throne, and 
thin^ wearing a peaceful aspect, it was thought a fit 
season for such iiAprovements in civil policy, as the state and 
drcuinstances of Ireland seemed to require. 

Tiic conduct and arrangement of these great objects fell 
to the hands of a man, who' so faithfully and ably performed 
his duty, that it may not he improper to say a few words in 
particular upon this subject. 

Sir Arthur Chichester was the younger son of a gentleman’s 
family in Devonshire.— In tlie early {>art of his life be had 
liccn led into many vicious excesses, some of which were of 
so criminal a nature, as obliged him to fly from his country, 
and to take refuge in France : in that kingdom he learned 
the profession of arms under Henry the Fourth, and soon 
proved himself a scholar worthy of so great a master. 

Being considered as a proper person to be employed in 
Ireland, he was pardondl and sent over to that kingdom; 
whefe, byhis valour and abiliUes, he at length urnyed to the 
dignity of Lord Deputy : his services always, preceding his 
advancement. B^- passing through ihej hiferior employ-, 
ments^ be had qui^fied; himself to fill the greatest : unlike 
the geniuses of later daj^, who^ witbpiit Study or experience, 
are supposed to be insj^red witi|i ev^y requhitA for the 
highest office, at tile instant of their appoioiment. 
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. Under his adinihistrutiou the whole kingdom was reduced 
into shire ground, and every county admitted a sheriff of. the 
nomination of .the crown. ’I’iie gieat plantation of Ulster 
was formed, regular circuits Verc established, and the kings 
judges were scut to dispense justice, even in the most distant 
and barbarous provinces. 

Thus the whole civil government was settled and modellc/ 
on .a plan as nearly resembling the c()nstitution of Engl^ I 
as the circumstances of the respective countries would ndf 
and finally, to give additional strength and permadx..<icv 
to the rising state, this great man called a parliament, in 
w’hich tlie. House of Commons was formed of a general re- 
presentation from every part of the kingdom, instead of 
being confined as before to the counties and boroughs of the 
pale. 

In this parliament an act of genend pardon was passed. 
The laws which prohibited the bringing in of Scots, retaining 
and marrying with them, as also the laws against the English 
marrying with the Irish, w'erc totally repealed, and the whole 
people of Ireland equally received into the king’s protection. 
Ileye seemed to be destroyed all invidious distinction be- 
tween the Irish and English, between the pale and the other 
districts. The little chieftainries were abolished, the old in- 
habitants and new settlers began to melt together, and the 
whole kingdom formed one common state. Having accom- 
plished foesc important points, having, Introduced and esta- 
blished dvilizatioD, good order, atid regular government, in 
the place o£ barbarism, tumult, and anarchy, Chichester re- 
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paii«d to England) to receive from lus sovereign tho§ie bonon 
and rewards wliich such services had mented. 

Hie administration of his successors, St. John and Falk> 
land, furnished no occurrences worthy of historical aU 
(ention. 

\ 

In 1633, 'I’homas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, was ap- 
pointed to the government, which he conducted with uti- 
common ability: it is true he carried his authority higher 
than any of liis predecessors, and even proceeded to certain 
lengths wliich, at \liis day, appear* to be cniiiinal; yet wc 
must not rashly measure them by our ideas of the present 
time ; we should consider that the constitution did not rest 
on the equal foundation that now supports it ; that Uie royal 
piciogativc was then much more extensive, and that the fac<t 
tious conduct of the great men in Ireland rendered the severe 
execution of that prerogative*. not only expedient, but per- 
hap>» absolutely necessary. 

it IS hO much th(* disposition of the English nation to ovc^i. 
rate the merits of protended |)atriots, and to exaggerate the 
errors of great minUters, that we nmst read our history with 
infinite caution, and never form our judgment of public cha- 
racters, but on the most righit and impartjs^ examination. 
Whatever may he olij^icd to the manner ^(^fjord Strafford's 
government, his govortojent itself pfOeod liappy and ad- 
vantag^us t# Ireland ;* tlio public dobia were dischaiged, 
and the public ^venuc considetabiy; * improved ; the army 
was wefhpaid and well disciplined navigation and com- 

VQt.. II. l» 
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mcrcc of ther nation were extended and enlarged ; and tbc 
gt'uius and industry of the people properly directed and 
iisofully emfdpyed. To the Earl of Strafford is Ireland in- 
debted for the esiablisBinent of the linen manufacture, which 
is now the staple of her commerce; and, had that noble 
person's administration fallen in happier Umes, he pro- 
bably would have executed his other great designs* for lici 
improvement and advantage. 

t 

He apjiears to have possessed* a most extraordinary genius, 
to have been perfect master of. the true interest of both na- 
tions, a man of undaunj^ed resolution and, in the perfoiinancc of 
his duty, equally regai^lc^s of danger and repraach. 'rhc‘'C 
^inent talents were too soon rendered fruitlei^s and una\ uil- 
ing by the civil distractions which then broke out, and 
winch his blood was vainly and ^ inhumauly shed to 
appcaifie. 

To tire firmness and wisdom of bw^vernraent succeeded 
the wesdeaess and timidity of Pal^^s and Borlacc. 'Fhe 
Irish Acbellion burst forth like a’ volcano tliat had been long 
hilent, and now Idanod with redoubled fury. We must not, 
however, adopt djd i r strange and improbalde tales with which 
most (ustories Pfiriod am bqitheaed ; there is no doubt 
that many horrid were practised by the Papists 

and Protestants * agsdnst 4!m another, and that a very con- 
* 

* In SUf Wiffism letter aMasdAniag bit the Irinb, thcie is 

Uk foUowing item,' and the VS^ sort, whose goods were 

** seised hf my regiiaeiit* Ifooo,'* > 
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siderablc number of both perished in the cooilict * ; but ihe 
accounts are highly exaggerated, and particularly tliose 
whidH are written on our side of the question. Upon an im> 
partial and dispassionate inquiry at this distance of time, it 
Is evident that a much greater nuhiber of the Irish than 
of the English were destroyed in this reb^l^, and that 
the diif^ent ideas which wc have formed on this |x>in( 
arc principally to be attributed to political industry and 
artifice. 

'Jlic Cromwellian soldiers and Puritan adventurers, who 
l)ccanie possessed of the cidates of the vanquished rebels, 
dexterously represented the Frish as the most barbarous of 
mankind, and unfit to be trusted with either power or pro- 
perty. Tlieir children in infimey greedily imbibed the jealous 
terrors of their fathers, private interest confirmed the pre* 
possession, and thus Popery was proscribed and persecuted 
from the united mUtives of revenge and policy. Ihc enemies 
also of Charles the First, who by imputing this guilt to him 
hoped to justify theif own, represented him as Ujc author of 
a rcl)elUou against hitmielf, and industriously and successfully 
propagated tfie senseless (Calumny. 

During the iuterrqgnum between the King’s death and the 
Restoration, Ireland was entirdy subdued under the govern- 

* Sir William Pvttjr, wlio by no meaiM pattUd ,to‘tbe Irish, owns that in 
the 11 yean between' 1641 stuijOyt, above milHon of Irish perished by 
tbe sword, pisgue, £uniiM!, and haryiships. He saya^ <* diat in the same space of 
•*, time 1 13,000 &glsrit wore d^troyed 'in rim sinne manner in Ireland.* So tli.it 
five times ns many kirii as English perished in that fcbelUon. 



EXTRACT FROM 


to8 

mcnt of the reigning powers of England^ and, in the time 
of the protectorate# sent representatives to CroinwcUb par» 
liament at Westminster. 

At tlxe Restoration, a imdiament .being assembled in 
Ireland, a new settlement ^ the conntrjr took place, and 
on that settlement is founded, in a great measure, the re- 
maining power of the Oro^n in Ireland, Host of the lands 
foi felted by the Ivbh had beep granted to ti^e English 
ofiicers and aoldiers, ifho contrilbiited to crush the rebellion, 
and were still in their petesession. As these lands indisput- 
ably belonged to the crown at eommoh liiw, and were now 
in the hands of persons who had few pretensions to favor, it 
was natural to suppose that the 'King'* would resume them, 
and had he done so, they must'liaye produced a prodigious 
revenue ; but he acted i mom disinterested part, and con- 
sented to pass the fiunous acts of settlement ahd explana- 
tion. By them laws'^the Kihg, in*a gmat measure, resigned 
his light to the forfeitures and, Us a com||Cinsation for this 
generous ’promdure, ‘mid .some other eonceaslons, the new 
herei^itaiy reiwnue was settled R>r ever on die crown. 

This great patted in* the ed^t^stration of the Duke 
of Ormiond, a AktU to wh<m> bmh BiMnd and Ireland are 
so signally indebh^'tl^i H Is ^tb I dwell on his 

character. . He wg|S «pl^g ;6om the nob^i4dood, and in- 
herited the largest eatabs,iit'.the hingd^'l^^l^eh, together 
with Ids hemb^ he elieiliftilly' risqtMsd^^dhd sacrificed in 

*He;^c«nieniSdtad»AoltiiuSg^ dwctlvmsl w«r4t aadJKverici. 
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de]fi»)Ce of the crown ; valiant, generous, open, disinterested, 
and sincere, he at a& times Ahd in all circumstances preserved 
his lojalty spotless, untaipted, and entire. Whenever con- 
sulted, he delivered his true sentiments, as was his duty : 
but he esteemed it equally bis duty to act contrary to those 
sentiments, in obedience to the just commands of his sove- 
reign, being determihed (as he "expressed himself) to ser\'e 
bis royal master dO ifny' tecW, 'athd ^&y station. Equally 
ready to acceptor to rps^ps clBoe,lM best suited his pHuWs 
service, he never pwmittccl ^dlsohnlfeAt or ill-humour .to in- 
trude on his temper or jaa influence hits conduct ; even when 
hinarting under i^e unipm^thd Of the Court, ho ap- 

peared silent, equal,* and r{aii||d^pwhilst‘ others, leaden 
with the favors of the trowQ^,{i^ng tip their employments lu 
anger, and opposed tiie govCpiment of their benefaclor with 
all the violence and rancour, of personal animosity and pri- 
vate revenge. Jn the admiiiisi^tion cf Ireland ^he had 
alw.'iys one great' object in t{iqw, the true interest of the ^ 
prince and the potqile, and that gtfAt object he ever steadily 
pursued. 

A consciousness' of his Own virtue and abilipf^ rendered 
him superior to tiie apprctelh;^!! of difliculty ; he tlleifUlbre, 
in all public btisiU0sci» tind^rtoott vnthout hesitation,' and ex- 
ecuted with tq^bit'aiid ^ Above expe- 

dients of state, wbi^ only to^wer the-'jh^i$^Ry of the day, 
but leave a largo det^ bO^d, he in the direct 

path, knowing that gn^ wtose, j^^ei^trAr^nce, and intr^ty, 
most at last surmount dvory ohiladb ftnd^'attajin’their utmost 
purpose. 'lU. a word, he ‘was the most faitlifiti servant ot 
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liis prince, the truest friend of his country, and, in all re- 
spects, the greatest man of the age he lived in. 

I 

The tranquillity of Ireland being completely restored 
under Onnon<l, and every necessary provision ascertained 
tor the public service, no new occasion oifered for assembling 
a parliament during the remainder of this reign, 'rhe'hcre- 
diUiry revenue was not only sufficient for all the civil and 
military charges of the kingdom, but lor some time furnished 
a considerable surplus, which was annually remitted to the 
king. It was indeed reasonable for his majesty to expert it. 
as he had entirely given up what by law was his own pro- 
|>crty, in exi'Iiange for a revenue, which was to supply not 
only his private occasions, but to support every public ex- 
peu(*e : and indeed it wotdd always have been fully sufficient 
for these purpost:s, if it had been preserved inviolate, and 
been managed with proper care and attention ; but the great 
men of Ireland saw that they should be of little importance 
as long as the crown was rich, and that their value only ros<’ 
in ]>roportion to the necessities of their prince ; they there- 
fore readily combined to create arlifuual wants, wliicli soon 
bet'Uine real ones ; and thus, • for above fourscore years past, 
the hereditary rci'cnuo has been esteemed as insufficient to 
support the establishments. 

I pass over the short and unhappy reign of .Tames the 
Second, and proceed to thp great revolution in Iri88, freun 
whi(“h noble source arc ' vlcrivcd all our present blessings ; 
the security of our laws and religion, and the succession of 
the crown in his Majesty’s illustrious house. 

•J. 
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In the year 1(592, King AVilliain appointed I^ord >Sidney 
chief governor of Ireland, and sent him over to hold a par- 
; liament in that kingdom, where public afiairs had fallen into 
great disorder during the late troubles. As the proceedings 
of this parliament were unusual, and as they have been 
partly imitated in a recent instance, I shall here give a short 
but circumstantial account of them. 

This parlianient, under Sidney, summoned in the 
usual mannei||on the principles of Poynings’ law. Sevenil 
certified bills iverc' transmitted to England, and returned 
under the great seal of England to Xreliind. Two of these 
bills were bills of supply : the House of Commons passed 
one of these bills, and rejected tin; other, llcfore the first 
reading of the bill which they passed, they came to the fill- 
lowing resolutions, viz. 1st That it was, ami is, the un- 
doubted right of llie. Commons of Ireland, in parliament as- 
sembled, to prepare the ways and means of raising money. 
2d. That it was, and is, the sole sind undoubted right of the 
Commons to prepare heads of a bill for raising money, .‘kl. 
'I'hai, notwdthstandiug the atbresaid rights of the Commons, 
they think fit, in consideration of the present exigencies of 
afiairs, and the public necessity of speedily raising a sup- 
ply for their Majesdes, to order a bill, transmitted out of 
Enghuid, intitled An Act for an ^additional :E.\cise, &c.’' 
to be' read, but tliatjit should hot be drawn ihtb precedent : 
it was accordingly read, and soon aftewjEnds passed into a 
law. On the day following, a motiph was made, and the 
question passed, {hat a bill now on the thWe, iutitled “ An Act 
tor granting to their Majesties certain duties for one year," 
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should he read. It passed in the negative ; and it was then 
resolved, that the said bill should be rejected, and that it be 
entered on the Journals of the House, that the reason why 
the said bill Avas rejected was, that the same had not its rise in 
this House. 

Thus, of two bills of the same nature, one was passed, 
t/ini/ifk it did not take its rise in that House, and the other 
a as rejected^ because it did not take its rise there. 

In this sc.ssion four bills only weeived the royal a^ent, 
and not one of these bills, nor the heads of them, had been 
l>repared in the Irish parliament, but were privy-couneil 
bills, certified, and transmitted to England, and returned 
from theiu'c. 

As Eord Sidney considered the constitution to be invaded 
by the above-mentioned votes of the House of Coinmous, he 
thought it his duty, at the couchision of the sc.ssion, to take 
jjarticulav notice of their proceedings, and to enter his protest 
against them. 

After liOrd Sidticy had prorogued this parliam<'nt, which 
was never allovvcd to sit again, his excellency and the pri\^y 
council directed the judges of Ireland to take into considera- 
tion the act of the 10th of Henry the Seventh, commonly 
oallcd Poynings’ law, and the act of the JW and 4th of Philip 
and Mary, unci the other acts relative to the holding of j)arlia- 
ments and passing of bills in the kingdom oif Ireland, 'fhe report 
of the jvidges thereupon is as follows Ist. That it is not 
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the and undoubted right of the Common<i of frolaod, in 
psurliamcut a^embled, to proparc heads* of bills for raising^ 
money. 'Zdly. That the* chief ’^veroor and council may 
prepare bills for raising money, and may certify and transmit 
the same to their majesties and the council of Knglaiui, to 
be returned under the great s<*al of England, and aftcnviirds 
sent to tiu' (V)tiitnoiis, alihoiigh ilic heads of such bills ha>c 
not their first rise in the House of Commons. — ^Cbe twelve 
judges of England delivered the same opinion ; and it seemed 
that the rashness and inconsequence of the House of Commons 
were admitted and in the ensuing parliaincut, 

lu'ld in Iripj, under Hcnry/l^H Capel,“who sticceeded Lord 
Sidney in the governmenit 

On the ‘29th of August^ Commons, as was .ever tlie 
■usage, gave the first reading to a transmitted bill, to esta- 
blish a legal cause for their assembling. — ^Tlie chief governor 
in his speech bad ac({uainted tlic House, that his majesty 
liad iransmitted a money-bill, intiUed ** A Bill for an addi- 
tional l''xeis<‘.” 'fliis moncy-biU was presented to the House 
on the .second of .September, and received the first reading, was 
committed, reported, and eiigroissd, nrminr cmtradicente. 
On the <)th it was read a third time, was passed, and sent 
up to the Jx}rds for their concurrence. Here id .a full recog- 
nition of Poynitt^* law, by the unanimous proceedings of the 
House of Commons ; for their proceedings w^re strictly confor- 
mable todbc lawof Poynhigs, in the very first parliament held 
after that law may be jBaqf to have reiedived a parliamentary 
censure — The practice of passing transmitted m<^<‘y’-bilU 

VOL. Tl, <i 
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contiuucd uniformly from that period to the session of WdOr 
being a space of near fourscore years. 

t 

At the commenceiiicut of the new parliaments, in 
1713, 1715, 17117, 176*1, a transumitcd bill of some sort 

was always immediately read, in order to validate the exist- 
ence of a piirliament under Poyntngs' law, and a transmitted 
monry-bill was always read, and passed in a short time after. 
— I have been the more particular in the recital of these 
proceedings, that a better judgment may be formed of the true 
state of this question, which in general) is but little iindcrstoud. 

In the remaining part of King WilUam^s reign, few things 
occur in Ireland that merit {utrticufar mention. I must not 
however omit, that in this parliament, held under Lord Cupel, 
heads of a bill of rtglits were sent up to the lord <leputy 
to be transmitted to Great Britain in due form, but were 
never returned. In this parliament also the sum of 120,000/. 
towards tlu? supply was rmsed by a land tax, appiott<Hl, 
and levied in the same manner as cesses for county charges 
are, by presentment of grand juries. Ko land-tax hjis been 
since revived in Ireland- — From that period to the present 
time parliaments have been regularly held in Ireland, usually 
once in two years, and in every session supplies have been 
granted to make np the deficiencies of die hereditaiy revenue, 
which, as I have mentioned above, was become inadequate 
to the public charge. 

in the feign of Queen Anne, a law was passed for lodging 
the army in barracks, by which it was^ enacted, that no 
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troops should be quartered ou the iuluiUitants (as is the prac- 
tice in England) except in particular cuhcs. suelj as, when 
they are on a march, or when they arc waiting at a sou-port 
to embark, or in time of civil commotion. Thli method of 
stationing the army in barraeks is certainly more regular and 
more military than that of billeting and dispersing Uiem 
among tlio jwioplc', aiul in Indand it was for many reasons 
partieularly necessary. The csiahlishment of barracks has 
howener been attempted with a most enormous expense ; for, 
luuler colour of rebuilding or repairing them, prodigious 
sums of money are daily thrown away ;— ■! say thrown away, 
IxTsiuse no rcguhu’ permanent system has yet been pursued. 
When oni* chain of barracks has beei\ finished according to 
a n ell-considercd plan, a new idea, totally different, is per- 
haps entertained ; other harrac'ks must be built, and an e\- 
iruordiuury charge is incurred. No sooner is this scheme 
established than a third is offei’ed, enth’cly contrary to tlu* , 
two former; private solicitation is employed, tlic service of 
the public yields to the interest of the individual *, and tin* 
last project is adopted and executed. 'I’hus expense Is 
perpi tually accumulated ' on expense, barrack demolishes 
bari’ciek, and the labour to rebuild goes hand iu hand 
with the labour to destroy. Whoever takes the trouble of 
looking over the barrack -accounts will see that there is 
nothing exaggerated in this representation. 

►s 

But the most remarkable transaction ife Ireland, during 
the reign of Queen Anno, was the passing what am called 

* A man of voMcquence in Irehn4 deshal to have bamcks boilt on bb estate : 
if Ite waa a firiend of the undertaken, it was Kldom nfused. 

U2 
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the popety la^vs; laws, which, though equally repugnant* 
to good policy and humanity, htjve yet remained uiirepealcd 
and unmitigated since their first institution. 

/ 

If they hm c in any wi‘ie undergone alterations and amend- 
ments, those alterations and atncndiucnts have been only to 
sharpen their acrimoi^ and invigorate their blows.— As ’these 
laws have been 'represented by many as tlie true basis of 
civil liberty and the ])tQtiestant mligiou in Ireland, I shall* 
iicre endeavour to trace then* ori^n, and describe their pro- 
gress and opemtion. 

In the reign of King James the First,, a number of new 
settlers from England and Scotland arrived in Ireland (which 
was then mostly popish) and, with a ,uew religion, brought 
o\cr a Jicw schism, or source of contention with the old in- 
habitants, many of whom were of English descent, and 
equally tenacious of Uicir ancient opinions and possessions. 
The jealousy of the natives impeached the title of the 
stranger ; the stranger encroached on the rights of the native ; 
the first complained of legal injustice, tlic latter of fraiul and 
^ lolcnce : contest begot contest, and often litigation sprung 
from decision. The protestant abhorred tlicidolatimis pajnst, 
and the papbt damned the reprobated protestant ; the mode 
of faith now became the motive of enmity, whilst the original 
ground was fbrgoUehji and the most sacred institution was 
converted into an instrument of mutual injury and hatred. 


The severe government of S^nfiTord contained these ani- 
mosities within bounds: but no sooner was he removed. 
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than the old inhabitants broke out into otien hostility and 
rebellion. ^ After a fierce but ine^ctual struggle, they were 
totally subdued, and became obnoxious to almost ciery 
calamity which can befal the vatiquislied. 

A new army of new settlers, and mostly of a new^r reli- 
gion, whether Independants, Anabaptists, Socinians, Mug- 
gletonians, Bixiwnists, *or MiUenarians, now ohtaineil large 
grants of forteite<l lands in lielabd;«and from these adven- 
turers are descended some of principal pei'sons of the 
kingdom in opulence and power. Most of these scttlcis 
w'cre meb of an untoward republican spirit, and of the 
sourest leveu, who eagerly adopted the most harsli aed 
oppressive measures against thpsc upon whose ruin they rose. 
'I’hc Restoration had secured to them their property, and the 
Re\olution annctl them with power. This power, iiisti^d 
of using it with justice and moderation, they stretehe;.*|\o 
the utmost rigour, and seemed deterlnined ultimately 10 
crush, if they could not immediately destroy. They did not, 
hmvevcr, all at once unmask tJieir design : they procci'dcd 
by cautions steps, and in the reign of King William, niost 
of their provisions against po'^ry may be justified on the 
principles of sound policy : but in the reign of Queen Anne 
they threw oif all reserve, they avowed thmr intentions, 
and everuted them to the full. Vor this puipcee ttiey passed 
those acts, which have now for these seventy years past lx‘cn 
the established law of the land, and form the most 

complete code of persecution diat ing^dus bigotry ever 
compfied. 
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ft is but justice to the adinioistratiuu of Eugland to men- 
lion, that they did uol willingly give their consent to these 
severe statutes ; bat not ciiusing, or not venturing to avow 
their disapprobation, they cunningly clogged the bills with a 
clause which Uiey imagined would iiifulUldy occasion them 
to bt* rejeet<j<l. Iliis clause, wliich introduced' the sacra- 
mental test as a necessary qaalincation of office and em- 
ployment, cotiid not Ikj very palatable* to an assembly, where 
some of the principal leaders were Covenanters and Presby- 
terians. Ihit these leaders, on tins occasion, in their severity 
to the scruples of others, forgot their own, and conscience 
was Miflcrcd to sleep whilst peiwculion raged. 

'Hie bills were passed, and the edict against popery, liki^ 
the laws of the Medcs and Persians was never to In* changed ; 
but the Test Clause relative to the dissenters, it was hoped, 
at a favorable opportunity, either be repealed or 

cvadexJ. 

'I’here is no doubt that both justice and prudence authouze 
|)cnal laws, aguiust papists in a protestant country. 'I’lie 
wisdom of, every state must secure itself from every danger 
on every elide. /During these two centuries past, religion has 
been considered^, jps an, adventitious part in the policy of 
almost all the gove^ii^ts in Europe, and in some if is so 
interwoven with t6e comtiltution, that the ruin of the one is 
supposed, tp involve the ,d^^ction of the other. This has 
long lieen an established opinion in England, mid theUee 
England early and continually guarded against the perils of 
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pc^ry; but slie bas done it vrith dignity, with judgment, 
and moderation. She looked o» popery bh on her other foen, 
whose secret niaclunations she might apprehend, but whose 
open assaults she defied. 

To the lot of Ireland it lias fallen to ingraft absurdity on 
the wisdom of England/ and tyranny on the religion that 
professes humanity. By her laws against {mpery, the bonds 
of society, the ties of nature,' and all the charities of fcin> 
dred and fiicndship, are, torn ’to pieces ; those are allured 
w ho could not l>e compelled ; traps arc laid tor youth and 
iiio\)MTience, and it becomes a- maxim of state to encourage 
the profligate and reward the ungrateful. The concord of 
hr<>thcr!!i is dissohed, the son is armed against the father, 
and the Inisbaiid and wife are taught to break through the 
most sacred atid tender attachments, when invited by 

■ uv 

interest, inconstancy, or libertinism. It is no longer « 
Protestant that is to be on bis guard a^iinst the Papi!4 
but the Papist must be armed at all points, and watch day 
and night against the legal assaults of his %vife, his children, 
and his kindred. If all their affections are secure, yet hlS 
neighbour bus an interest to become an iiifurnicr against 
him ; his sword of defence may wound himself, and the 
hospitality of bis roof may leave him without a roof to shelter 
him: a bill of discovery may stjrip him in a^mciiiient of all 
his possessions. 

Pn^cludod from offices of public d^’^^tnolument, the 
Panist is oven denrived of tlic comIbrtS'Ctf 'oiivate life in the 
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b()i>oui of his family : — his clultimu may be taken from him, 
and cductKcd ut hit) c.\pciibe in a profcbsion be dbliKcs» — If 
1(0 entertains a popish bishop or regular priest in his house, 
for their instniction, he is punishable for tlie first and second 
offence by pecuniary penalties, and for the third, he forfeits 
all his goods and chattels, and all his estates of freehold 
and inheritance during his lUe.-- Popish schools am pro- 
hibited in Ireland ; and. a Papist* bred abroad, incurs the 
strongest legal disabilities. 

If the sCn of a Papist ][>rofesscs himself a Protestant, 
svhich he may do at fourteen years of age, the father's- pro- 
perly is instantly altered ; hk estate in fee simple is con- 
verted into a tenure for lifc, and a third of his whole fortune, 
real and personal, is taken from him fojr the immediate use 
of\ihe conformist. The heir at Jaw of a Papist, if he cifher 
isf'^ bccora^ a Protestant, defeats every grant or settlement 
rtiude to his prejudice, and enters into possession as a matter 
of course.— If the heir at law continues a Papist, the estate 
gav^S {iindng the sons ; if there be no sons, among the 
daughters and *’in failure of daughters, among the colla- 
terals. A Papist' is bot only incapable of purchasing lands 
of inheritance, but he is incapable of .taking a lease for 
more than thi|||[?one y^rs ;' mid even under tliis short 
tenure, two-thircTs oiT lhe ^loe [must be nerved to the lessor. 

A popisli iMchanic cannot take more than two appren- 
tices; and there ajnD certain towns, io., which tlie law forbids 
him to inhabit. ^ 
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"No Papist, or, trustee for a Papist, can take or receive 
an annuity for life, or tenn of yetirs dctemunable upon 
Jives, or fur any estate eharj^blc on or that may affect 
lands. 

Any Papist of sixteen years old may be .HUtntnoned by 
two justices of the peace, and examined upon odth, when 
and \\ hero he heard u^iass, who celebrated the same, and who 
were* present at the celebration ; and, on refusal to inform, 
may be sent to the common gaol for twelve months, or pay 
a penalty of 20 /. to the poor of the parish. Any Papist of 
sixteen yeai-s old fnay be suniinoacd to take. the oath of 
abjuration and, on the third refusal, incurs the penalty of a 
pniMuunire. 

'fhove is a multitude of other clauses in these popery laws, 
nut less harsh and oppressive; but there is one, and of a 
very recent date, which will scarcely be credited : y It is 
ai’tually a fact, that in Iivland a marriage bctwct'ii a Pro> 
teslaiiL and a Papist Is ludl and void to all intents and 
purposes, without any process, judgment, or sentence of 
law whatsoever. Nay, a marriage between two Protestants, 
if celebrated by^-a Popish priest, is equally inedectual. Such^ 
have been the recent wisdom and virtue of the Irish legisla- 
ture, that a husband may abandon his wife, or the wife the 
husband, after twenty years cohabitation, and. their whole 
race be legally bastardised. Instances of such perjury and 
dishonor are indeed very rare for, happily, the honest affec- 
tions of mankind are too strong for the tyranny of such un- 
reasonable statutes. 

a 
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A remission of many* and an amendment of aU» of these law* 
are now become necessary. For, the dangers of popery being 
lemoved, or sufficiently guarded against, the first great prin- 
ciple of government ought to be to ipake every subject of 
the state as useful to it as possible. Where this great prin- 
ciple^docs not prevail, there is a detect of sound policy : non', 
it is impossible for Papists to become snch subjects under 
dieir present circumstances, whilst wc are perpetually awaken- 
ing their, regret for what tliey have lost, invalidating their 
security for what they still preserve, and withholding from 
them a moderate degree *of permanency in what their labour 
might obtain. It is hardly too much to say, that in Ireland 
a Fapist cannot inherit, acquire, or bequeath, for in alt 
these cases be is liable to be dis(|uietcd or'^defeated. 

'fhe laws of Ireland against Papists are the harsh dictates 
uf persecution, not the calm suggestions of nelson and policy. 
I'hey tlireatcn the Papists with penalties in case of foreign 
education, and yet allow thorn no education at homo, 'rht'v 
.<>hut. the doors of , their own university against them, and 
forbid tlicm to enter any other. No man shall go to lecture, 
wht> will not .go to church. A papist shall ndt be a divine, 
a physician, a lawyer, or a soldier ; he shall be nothing but 
a Papist. He cani^ be a jawycr, for the law is not his friend : 
he cannot be a soldier, and dmw his sword for his< country, 
for he b ihroed to draw it agamst it : w‘e will not admit him 
into our own service, and yet denounce vengeance ajgainst him 
if he engages ' in another. If he becomes a trader or me- 
chanic, he shall scarcely enjoy the rights 'of a citizen. If a 

fiirmer, he shall not cultivate or improve his possessions. 

4 
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bdng discouraged by the short limitation of his tenure ; and 
yet vre complain of the duincss and laisincss of a people, 
>vhose spirit is restrained from exertion, and whose industry 
has no reward to excite it. .1’his is one great cj[iu'»e why the 
Irish do not make a more rapid progress in fiilitgc and ma- 
nufactures. There are others; but if these were removed, 
the rest would be less sensibly felt : humanity and policy 
equally demand it, — The exiled soldier, a'ho now st*eks 
bread in foreign serviee, will return a loyal subjcct~<thc idle 
peasant will become a laborious husbandman — the slothful 
tradesman will be changed into a diligent artizan ; and tw<t 
millions of pcojile will l>e rendered useful, tiourishing, and 
happy. 

I now come to. the reign of King (Icorge IIm* First, in the 
sixth yctor of which the parliament of Great Britain passed 
the famous statute* for securing tl^ dependency of Ireland 

* The occasion of the seitute of die 6th George First, ‘•for scenting the depend- 
ence of Ireland, and taking away the judicature of die Irish House of Peers, wm 
as follows ; * . ’ * 

Mahrice Annestey verrut Hester Sherlock'. 

In 1715 Hester Sherlock appealed to die Lords of Ireland from a decree of the 
Court of Exchequer, pronounc^ in tyfo, which decree the liords of Ireland re> 
versed on the '19th June, 1716. From this order of reversal, hbuHce Anneslvy 
appealed to the House of Lords in Oyej|t Britain, insisting that no appeal did lie 
to the House of Lords in Irdand from' ahy decree of the Exchequer there, but 
that al' appeals from that Court ought to be prosecuted before die Lairds of Great 
Britatn, as the only fupreme court of judicature. Hester l^erlqeL, instead of an- 
swering this appeal, petitioned the Lords of Ireland, irt^iisting that no proceedinp; 
could be bad b^ore any Court nS judicature,' to avoid the judgment and decree of 
their Lordships. Upon the reading of this all the Iiisli Lords wtre fum 

nipned to attend on die a3d of Sepmmber, 1717, uben it was proposed fay sonit 
fyird that die Judges should b$ asked, whether, by the laws of the land, an ap- 
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on th*c crown of Great Britain, for establishing the power of 
the British liOgUlaturc to make law's to bind Ireland, and 


pest did lie from a dcciee of the Bxchequer to the Parliament of Great Britain ? 
but this question haring passed in the negative, and all the Lay Lords, except Lord 
Chancellor Middleton, and Lord Hotienule (btother of Sr John St. Leger, then 
one of the Barons of the Exchequer) being dear with respect to their own juris- 
diction, the Sheriff of the eOlMty of Kildare was ordered to put Hester Sherlock in 
possession. Possession Wat accbrdinglf delivered, pursuant to the decree of the 
r.ords of Ireland.' Maurice Ann'etley haying complained to the Lords of Great 
Britain of these proceedings, it was 'ordered, that Notice Aonesley should be re- 
stored to his yto^ssion, and that rite Court of Exchequer in Ireland should forth- 
wtrik cause the postrstion to be restoted. Pursuant to the order of the Lords of ' 
Greit Britain, titc Court of Exchequer tUrected the Sherif of the county of 
Kildare to restore Maurice Annesley to possession. The Slteriff refused to obey 
the order of the Court <n Exeliequer, and for Jiis contempt was attached. The 
Sheriff, on being attached, applied to the liords of Ireland for relief) who came to 
several resolutions approving of the conduct of the Sheri^, and condemning that 
of the Court of Exchequer. Whereupon it was ordered, that the Chief Baron 
aiul Barons should be ttdten Hltq custody by the Black Rod, and that tl>c whole 
proceedings, thould be laid before the On the tyth October, tyip, an 

humble reptesentatum of the Lords s{dritttal and temporal, in Parliament asHrmbled, 
to the King was agreed^ to, and transmitted. The King, on receiving this repre- 
sentation of the Lords, directed U should Ife laid before the Lords of Great Britain. 
’I he liOrds of Great Brilain entered into several retoiutijms condemning.the pro- 
ceedings of Uie Lords of Irelaitd, abd approving of, the conduct of the Court of 
Exchequer, and therefore ordered a hill to be brought in for the better fecuring the 
dependency of Ireland on the crown of Great Britxtn, which passed mto-a law in 
riic 6th George First. 

FJJt the State 'Prhls, vol, vi. page ipg, for the resolutions of the latrds of 
Ireland on this occasion.'— »nK cast|, Apnesley and Sherlock was not the first 
KiWt in which the English Hou^ of Lords declared the Irish House^to fave no 
jurisdiction. In King WOIiam's reign (in die ease of the Biabi^ of Derry and the 
Londonderry Society) it was adjudged that the appeal of the Mabop of Derry to 
the House of Lords of Ireland, from a decree of the Irish Chancery, was CemM 
npnjyJktt and that ail the proceedings thereupon werq* null and void, and if either 
party was aggrieved by the decree in Irelana, he M^t pursue his proper remedy 
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.iS>r^8tippfC8siQg the judicature of tlie Irish House of Peers. 
However necessary this assertion of superiority appeared to 

the British Parliament, it was considered by the Irish as an 

* 

indignity to their, nation. It deprived one part of a privi- 
lege Uiey had long exercised , and subjected the whole to an 
authority, wliicli, though they were imwilliug to avow, they 
did not deny. It was wanUinncss, they saitl, to arrogate 
What was not disputed, and an in-»ult to seize what had never 
been refused, lliere is no doubt that the right did, and 
ought to exist in the mothef country ; but in a controversy 
of this kind, unless some effectual exertion of the right fol- 
lows the declaration of it, Uic declaration had better not be 
made. It must either become contemptible or insulting. If 
the first, we lose the power meant to be preserved ; if the 
latter, we are unwise to exasperate, unless determined to 
enforce or appease. 

It was expected that the Irish Parliament would have 
expressed a lively sense of these proceedings of the British, 
and have come to some angry resolutions. Nothing how- 
ev«‘r of this kind happened ; whether they recollected the 
Act of Kccognition *, or submitted themselves to the pru- 


by an appeal to die Hduse of Lbnh 1 but, notwithttanding this, appeals 

were received by the IridtoHeaw Lord* till the 6 tl} Gttorgd first, as is here 
nentioned. * 

* In the 4dt of vnUtam'atid Mary, the Act of ^Reeognhton of their Majesdes 
undoubted right to the Crown of beland was paseed by die Irish Fsirliamentt the 
pieanMe of whidi tons thus, *• For as piiieh as ddshitigdom of Ireland if annexed 
« and united to the Imperial Crown of En(^i^, and by tbe laws and statutes of 
«• this kingdooi ia dedared to be justly and rightfully dependant, upon <and belonging 
•• and for ever Qdted tetbe same, tcc. Ac.” 
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deuce and ad<lrcss of their governorb, is not easy now to 
determine ; hut altliougli tlioj' remained silent upon this 
f)oint, 3’ct they let few oppuituiuiies pass of cxpicssing their 
discontent. 

When Jl is not ilioui>ht evpidicnl to declare the real 
cause of jiolitical reseiilinent, an iiiiaginai;y grievance is 
Usually started, and the drag is hunted with as much eager- 
ness as the genuine game. M.cn, who have been engaged 
XU party, look back witli astonishment, like soldiers after a 
battle, at the dangers they hav^ mu, and from impunity 
and success gather encouragement to repeat their temerity. 
Did wc not every xlay see the excesses to which fiirtion 
x'apablc of driving men, in other respects the most caixlid 
and dispassionate, it would scarcely be believed that the 
most important subject of a most outrageous public cla- 
mour, -an^d of a long and painful parliamentary enquiry, 
w'os a patent granted bydhe crown (as had been frequently 
practised) to a private (iCTSont imi>owering him 'to coin a 
certain quantity of copper money for the use of Tnilaiid *. 
'nxis patept, it must be confessexi, was highly exceptionable, 
but it by no means merited the bustle that was made about 
it. An earthquake* a pestilence* or a famine would not baxe 
occasioned a more general consternation. 'Hic Council, the 

« 

» • 

^Tthad always been Ui^.{iracH^.tQ grant ;p8tsnts to .private pevaons fot this 
purpose, and Ireland had at thii ihneiio other ^copper money bat what had been 
cnitv'd by the patenters. The grant to Wood, tahldl to much complained dP, 
iinpowcred htm to coin io8>ooo/. out of 3 do tout of copper; but the expret- 
sitMM of the patent weTe M loote, that &ete wat great room for fraud and 
clucanery, * 
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Lords, the Commons, the wise and the simple, tho ncU and 
the, b^^ar, ait, all combined to express their terror of 
Wood’s halfpence, and to deprecate their currency. At 
length the King, in compliance with a parliumentuTy 
address, was graciously pleased to recal the patent ; a cou> 
cession which, however expedient in this instance, like 
most concessions to popular importunity, ^ras forgotten al- 
most as soon as it was made. 

On the accession of King George the Second, in 1727, 
the additional duties, which are equal to about a third of 
tlic hereditary revenue, were granted, nearly such as they 
now exist ; so that although Great Britain, and every other 
country in Europe, have since that time undergone various 
new taxations, yet no new tax for the public service of 
government has been imposed on Ireland during these fifty* 
y<*ars ]»ast, except those inconsiderable ones called the Ixian 
Duties, which are not granted,, like t;hc iTst, in aid of the 
hcreilitary revenue, to support the establishments, but arc 
solely uppiopriated to the payment of the interest, and to 
the lu|uulation of the piiueipal of Uic national debt, the 
gioaUsl part of which debt was not really contracted for the 
service of government. ' There are indeed sonic other small 
duties levied, and appropriated for the eneouragement of 
tillage, and of particular branches of trade and nianufhctnre, 
which tor couvcniciicc arc paid into the lumds^of the king's 
oflicevs, but the crown has no dthcr conosm in them. 

As the modern part of the histoiy of the Irish govern mf'iti 
becomes every day. more interesting, it is necessary that the 



128 


EXTRACT PROM 

narrati\c sho\iid be more bill and particular. In former 
liixics tUo administvatioti confided by the Tjord Idcu- 
tenant) clurin^j? his absence, to such {lersons as, from his con- 
victbii of their talents and integrity, he esteemed worthy 
of «o great a trust. Jle.did not think himself obliged to con- 
fine his elioiee to certain gr<*at officers of slate, merely be- 
cause they were such; but considered other oircumstanccs 
than accidental station, as necessary for this cmjilqynient ; 
such as^knotvlcdge. of business, aod knowledge, of the country, 
its laws and n'venucs, integrity and disinterestedness, loyalty, 
iisca), and activity. ]lut in later times it soems to have been 
a kind of established rule that the Jx>rd Lieutenant, regard- 
ing nink alone, -should at his departure' leave the govcrninciit 
in the hands of the principal persons of the church and the 
law, together with the Speaker of the House of Commons ; 
•'—these gentlemen were usually apjiointcd Lords Justices,- 
and in this manner the conduct of Irish affairs continued for 
the greatest part of the late reign,- without any considerable 
variation.— The Ia)rd Lieutenant came over once in two 
years, staid a few months, lived in kingly state, provided 
for his chaphun and secretary, received freedoms, gold Imxes, 
and complimentary addresses, and then hurried, back to Eng- 
land with the utmost precipitation. 

The liords Justices, by (heir connections and inffuenee. 
in the House* of CommOhSi did what was, usually termed the 
King's business in parfiam^t; hot which' in truth was rather 
their own, a$' it enabled theniKto est<|Mi!ih their ^wer,' and 
to domineer without controul in thelntimor government of the 
country.- Thus, from their rank in their sfiveral departments, 
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from the power of their deputation, and their own diUfi;enn', 
thej became important ; the julmiui'jtration iti Ihi-'limd 
liidcred them as necessxrv, and tliat nothimr eouM b(‘ tlor.i' 
in Ireland without them. — ^'Flie Lord Lient(*iuint, who h.id 
accepted the go\ eminent as a dignity to s\rell his titlr-., not 
to increase his tioubh's ; to aiid to his dejiendants, atxl imI 
to Iiis business; wlio from inattention xvas i<;norant, and iVoin 
indolence unw iliini> to undergo the lulmrious duties of his sta- 
tion, coimnitled all public atlaii's to their entire mananemenl. 
Tlis chief object was to leave matters as he found them ; and 
he esteemed himself liappy if, after six oi sexen montlis 
bustle and parade, he met with no insult on ([uitting Indand, 
or ^’ensure on arriving in lais»land. 

'riiings remained on this footing till the ye.ar l7ol, tlio 
grand epocha of those party feuds w'hich have disturbed and 
disgraced the parliamentarv jirocccdings of Ireland «‘\er since. 
At this period Or. Stone was at the head of the churtdi, and 
JNIr. Itoyle had sat near twenty years in the chair of the 
House of Commons. 'Fhe latter was a man of sourul under- 
^tnnding, of uflaiile manners joined to a resolute mind; the. 
former w'as ingenious, supjile, and insinuating, of boundless 
presumption, and insatiable ambition.-- Air. lto\l<*, from his 
station, his prudence, and his unshaken altgcluuent to ins 
fiiends derived his power and luaintaiiK'd it with .steadiness 
and dignity. Dr. Stone aspired to tins poxver, and was eager 
iijstantly to .s<*ize what his colleague had obtainetl bv perse- 
verance and time.— 'i’he Speaker was jealous of the enterprise 
and address of his young rixal ; the Primate dreaded the ait* 

VOL. II. 
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of the old statesman ; —the one could not brook the eccle- 
siastical iK>litician ; tlu* other det<*niiincd to overturn the lay 
dictator: — both cinjiloyod the usual anus of courtiers, and 
both busily preparcil for the j>aili.unentary cauipuigu. 

*^10 Duki' of Dorset, now appointed h»rd heiitenaut, had 
been the primate’s first {ration, and iias natnrnily inclined to 
support the woik of his own hands. 'I’he subtle churchman 
cultivated this disposition, and iniproM'd to the utmost tin* 
ndiantage of his ground. —Afiiiiis now began loweai a dillbr- 
ent face : tlw* < hief governor did not, i'or he could not, de- 
pend on the old system, as the lt*adeis weie dnided. lie 
was obliged to form a neiv paity ; but, insle.ul of I'ommand- 
ing it himself, as he ought to have done, he put the {ninuite 
at the head of it. 'I'hus, what was inteiuh'd for the suppoit 
of "OverniiK'nt became mjurioiis to it, and served but as an 
< ngine to proinoti' the views and to gratify the ambition of 
Stone.- 'Fhe dignity and iudrjiendence of adiniiiLstration weie 
llie avow'ed niolivts but the personal contest between the 
speaker aiul the piimati' was tlie real source of national divi- 
aoii ; under their banners the whole kingdom seemed to 
lange, and to wait w ilh impatience for the day of decision. 
An occasion for essaying tluar stiength was not long wanting: 
the late surveyor-general w’as inadi* the instrument of trial, 
and the ruin of an honest and an innocent individual was 
to be tlie test of superiority, betbre any national question 
was ventured on. — Mr. Ikiylc was victorious, and the unfor- 
tunate Neville was e.xpelled.— Not satisfied with this advan- 
tage, the si»caker resolved to hazard a contest on the more 

« 
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inpuientous subject of the king’s prerogative, 'riiis (]ucstion, 
iss being weighty in itself, and serious in its cousccpicnccs, 
1 shall endeavour briefl^y to explain. 

After the conclusion of the peace of Aix la Chapclle, an 
increase of the trade ol‘ Ireland brought so great an augmen- 
tation to his majesty's revenue, that, in two veal’s, a very 
considerable redundance appeared in the treasury. There 
can b(j no ([nest ion of this redundance being the property of 
the crown ; lor it arose from the cxcecdings of the hereditary 
revenue and of the additional duties, which arc gi’anted to 
the. king without any ajipropriation. The.se being now much 
more than sufli<nenl to answer all charg(;s of the establish- 
ment ainl other ex ponces of government, it follows that the 
sur[)lus, as it is vested in the. king, so it must be at his 
disposal. 

'flic public had contracted a large debt in the late war ; 
but, for the payment of the interest ami discharge of the 
principjd of that dclit, certain duties had been granted by 
})arliaincnt, and specially appropriated to that jiurpose 
alop.e. '.riie crown however was willing to employ a .sliare. 
of its treasure towards exonerating the nation and lessening 
its incumbrance. 

Accordingly, in 1749, there being then a balance of 
2510,000 /. anti upwards in the vice-treasurer’s hantls, it was 
moved in the House of Commons, by the king’s attorney- 
general, that this balance should be applied to discharge a 
certain portion of the public debt. As the occasion was 

e O 
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hew, gentlemen were at a loss to know in what manner the 
king’s consent ought to appear. However, they brought in 
iieads of a bill for the puyniont of the several principal sums 
of 70,000 /. and 58,000 in which, after se^ eral recitals 
relative to the debt, there wa# this recital ; “ Whereas there 
“ is a considerable balance ill the vicc-lrejisurer’s hands 

unapplied, and it will be for your majesty’s servit^i, and 
“ the case of your faithful subjects of Ireland, that so 
“ much thereof as can be conveniently spared should be 
“ paid, agreeably to your inaiesty’s most gracious intentions, 
“ in discharge of^ the said debt.”— I'lu; bill was passed in this 
form; which contained an acknowledgment of the king’s 
right to determine how much couUl he spared, and that his 
gracious intentions on that subject had b(;cn communicated to 
them previous to the drawing up tho heads of the bill. 

In 1751, the Duke of Dorset, in his speech from tlic throne: 
at the opening of the session, declared that his majesty 
Avould graciously consent^ and recommended to them, that 
such part of the money then remaining in the treasury, as 
should be thought consistent with the public service, be ap- 
plied towards the reduction of the national debt. This shewed 
that his majesty considered his previous consent as necessary 
to that application. The Commons, in their ansAver, thanked 
the king for his recommendation, and took no notice of his 
consent. A bill thus framed was sent in the usual manner 
to Great Britain, which was returned with the insertion of 
the word consent; an assertion plainly in aifirmance of what 
his majesty insisted on in right of his prerogative. The bill, 
thus altered, passed both houses without an objection or a 
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single negative, and received the royal assent. If the con- 
stant exertion of the royal power over the money in the 
actual hands of the king’s treasurer wanted a formal recog- 
nition of right from parliament, that recognition was now 
given in express terms by their uiianiuiOus decision. Here 
then arc two imclisputed precedents, the one of 1749, and 
the other of lor the establishment of the kings prero- 

gative in this instance. 

'fhe stjssion of 17o3 was opened by the Duke of Dorset, 
wlio, in his speech from the throne, repeated exactly the 
same words of his majestj^’s consent and recommendation as 
in the former session. It Avas answered in just the same 
manner : the House of Commons omitted echoing buck the 
Avord consent, but expressed their sense of the king's recom- 
mendation. In the heads of the bill prepared by them, 
they were silent on both points, and neither mentioned the 
king’s consent nor his recommendation. These omissions were 
supplied in England, and the bill Avas returned Avith the 
p)(>per insertions, according to the form of the preceding 
session. 

ft Avas on this occasion that Mr. Boyle <*xerted his Avhole 
weight and influence in the House of Commons against 
the crown, in defiance of all decency, consistency, anti 
gratitude. 

The bill.Avas rejected by l 17.~— Though the croAvn 

was defeated on this point, ^y^¥.its t)pponents might say, 
like Pyrrhus, that such another victory Avould undo them. 
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A majority of five is but unsteady footing against gbvern- 
meat, and must soon be mastered, if properly contended 
with ; and indeed one cannot look back without astouish- 
mctit on the imprudence of the Irish parliament in this pro- 
ceeding ; for there h no doubt, that at that time such was 
the opulence of the crown, and the state of its finances so 
flourishing, thatjt could have stood on the hereditary- reve- 
nue alone, without being under any necessity of applying 
to parliament for additjoind duties or supplies. But, not- 
withstanding* the rejection of the bill abovementioned, the 
king was resolved that neither his subjects of Ireland should 
be deprived of the benefit he intcn|[ed them, nor his own 
prerogative be defeated ; he therefore scut over his letter for 
the payment of the remainder of Uie debt out of the balance 
then in the treasury j and thus solely, and in his own right, 
exercised that prerogative, in which he had graciously in- 
tended to have permitted the Irish parliament to participate. 
Before I close this scene, 1 must take notice of a little piece 
of craft practised by Mr. Boyle on occasion of the rejected 
bill. On all other divisions of the house, the numbers ajv 
pear on the Journals; but the speaker expunged thcip in 
this instance, and the entry is simply thus ; “ Ordered, 
“ that the bill be rejected that the world might imagine 
the rejection of the bill was a matter of course, merely from 
the odiousness of its nature. — Such w as the subject, and such 
the result of the question, in 1753. 

In consequence ot tncg^H|iraor(jiinary proceedings, Mr. 
Boyle was dismissed from'iqaP'chiploymcnt of chancellor of 
the exchetiuer, and all his adherents, who had offices, were 
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'deprived of them. This spirited conduct on the part of the 
crown, if it had been persevered in, would undoubtedly 
have rendered the subsequent government of Ireland both 
easy and honorable.— Why the Duke of Dorset did not re- 
turn to Ireland, and why the system tlien laid down was 
not effectually pursued, I know not ; but 1 know, that the 
not pursuing it has been the cause of all the ‘distractions 
and disturbances in Ireland since that time. 

The marquis of Harrington, afterwards duke of Devon- 
shire, was now sent over as lord Heutenant.— He negociated 
with all parties, he flattered the opponents of government 
with hopes of restitution, and to the friends' of government 
he promised every security. Hence the session was tolerably 
quiet; but certainly his administration, was attended with 
consequences, which arc severely felt by the present govern- 
ment. He could not dismiss those from their ofiices, who 
had obtained them by their support of government ; but he 
gave better employments to those who had lost theirs by 
opposing it. JVIr. Boyle was not only reinstated in the chan- 
cellorship of the exchequer, but was created an carl, and 
rewarded with a pension of 2000/. per annum for 31 years. 
!Mr. Carter was made secretary of state, with an additional 
salary. Sir Richard Cox obtained a large pension, and the 
inferior partizans*were all provided for, wmo mn denaim 
ahivit. Thus was purchased this fatal and ignominious peace, 
which swelled the char^ of the establishment to an enor- 
mous size. Opposition was lavishly recompensed, and 
government shewed, that it considejred the constant attach- 
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ineiit of its friends as less meritorious than the suspicious 
conversion of its enemies. 

As a redundancy in the treasury had occasioned so much 
discussion and dispute, it seemed notv determined that the 
same <’ausc of eofitcst should never occur again. For this 
purpose, the house of commons in this session now began to 
appropriate a considerable part of the additional duties to 
tlieir own 'use. This was done under pretence of encourag- 
ing publib^^orks, .such as inland navigations, collieries, and 
manufactories of difiercut kinds ; but tho truth is, that most 
of these public works were private jobs, carried on under 
tl>e direction, and for the advantage, of some considerabli' 
^.ntlemon in the house of commons. By this means the 
parliamentary leaders perfectly answered all their views; 
they gratified their friends, impoverished the treasury, and 
kepi government under a constant necessity of asking sup- 
plies. By repeated jobbing, the purpose was efiected ; and, 
what is most unaccountable, government seemed to acquiesce 
in it wiUiout complaining. Since that rime, it has been tlic 
constant practice of the house of commons to load the 
money-bill With appropriations of this sort, amounting some- 
times to near a ifourth of the whole supplies. , 

During this adnxinisthition, the primate* lay und(^ a sort 
of disgrace, and was out of the goveirnment on the lord 
lieutenant's departure. His read views been solely con- 
fined to the increase of his oii^n powor^^.alid never pointed 

support the duriiority of the crown iforther than it answered 
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that end. Vanquished by his enemies, and rejected by his 
iiiends, he for some time suffered all the )>ang^ of baffled 
ambition ; but, though disappointed, he did not despair, 
iind resolved, since the times seemed unfavourable to his 
measures, to adapt his measures to the times. He saw the 
difficulty of ruling alone, and thought an etjuul share of 
government prcfenihlc to a total exclusion ; he therefoj** 
made overtures of friendship to his old rival, and, by his 
usual adtlress, accomplished an entire reconciliation. 

'Hie Duke of Bedford was appointed lord lieulenaut iii 
17o7, and continued in that high office till I76I. IVom his 
<-liaraclcr and temper it was imagined, that he would main> 
tain the dignity and independence of the king’s i-cpresenta- 
tive ; but L know not how it happened, whether from want 
of proper support in England, or from want of proper 
management in Ireland, his grace was, after a short stniggle, 
obliged to follow the example of his predecessors, to return 
to the old system, and to put himself into tlie hands of the 
j>avliaineutary uudeitakcre. But this was not the only mor- 
tification he suffered a still greater was preparing for him, 
aiul in a short time he found himself under the necessity of 
complying Mith the demands of a set of gcnflemen, who 
modestly called themselves Tlie l^afriots. The patriots were 
men of moderate fortunes, of a middle rank in life, but of 
great ambition and .considerable abilities. They could not 
brook tlie superiority affected by the undertakers, and were 
* therefore determined either to bring them down to their own 
level, ot to raise themselves to the same degree of consc- 
ipience. Wl»enever government quarrelled with the under- 
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takers, the patriots were ready to support it ; but, as govern- 
ment, afler making use of them, had constantly left’ them 
in the luret»» and returned to the uudcrtakei's, the patriots 
becaine irreconcileabic to both. They soon found an occa- 
sion of taking an ample revenge, and extorted a concession 
from the duke of Bedford, which, if not recovered, miist at 
last destroy the great engine of kiiigly government in 
Ireland. 

I have before observed, that the hereditary revenue was 
granted to tlic crown tor ever, and that, if properly con- 
ducted, it might alone be rendered sufficient to answer all 
the necessary charges of the. state. This was well understood 
'Jboth by the patriots, giid the undertakci’S. The former, 
therefore, txxfk every jopportunity of diminishing this revenue, 
and Uie latter had the treachery, if not to assist, to aapiicsce 
in ' their doing so. Of this a very strong instance was now 
given,. in a bill passed for ipranting a bounty on all xiom and 

flout brought to Dublin by land carriage *. 

♦ 

The duke Bedford offered at first to grant this bounty for 
atermdf yi^rs; but nothing would satisfy the patriots but 
a perpetuity, and thus the act passed without any limi- 
tation 'I'. "Diey {trbinised indeed to crqate a fond for the 

I 

* The bill has been alten94 MUl amended by subsequent statutes* the efieet of all 
which has been to increase the chaifS. 

f A lord lieutenant may sometiues think it neeessary seemingly to approve and 
acquiesce in what isAcstred, and, the adminittredoH in l^liikid have often authorized 
him to do so, and taken dte w^popularity' of refuni on thtsmadves. How it 
happened that diey conaeoted to'm perpetual ^bpirthen on die revenue is totsdiy 
uiucoountaUe. 
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paj'iiicut of tins bounty, but, though often rcniindcil, never 
kept their uord. 'I’he consequence of this law has l>ocn, that 
the money paid out of the revenue on account of land car- 
riage of corn anti flour, now amounts to 50,000/. per annmn, 
and there is no d'oubt but it will amount to double that sum in 
a good wheat season. I'hus a prodigious charge is for ever 
entailed upon the revenue, which charge must be answered 
at all ev ents, and in the first instance, ‘ in preferenee to most 
othei-s ; for by the act this bounty is made payable, hot out 
of the revenue in the treasury, but out of the revenue in 
tranbilu in the hands of the collector of Dublin port, as he re- 
c'cives it, before he accounts witli the treasury : so that if any 
slate emergency were to happen, if an enemy were at the gates, 
the corn bounty must Ixj first paid, though there may pcrhajis 
not be money in the treasury sutfleient to set a battalion in 
motion. And here I must observe, that, besides the bounty on 
corn and flour, there have been several others, settled at dif- 
ferent times by act of parliament in the same exceptionable 
manner, a particular a<’COunt of which shall bn given in the 
chfipter of revenue. 

It may not be improper in this place to take notice of an 
innovation introduced in favour of Mr. Ponsonby, who was 
now speaker of ‘the house of commons, and was heginning 
to aspire to popularity and power. 

In the money bill of I759» 500/. was for the fii-st time 
granted to Uie speaker, to enable him to maintain the state 
and dignity of his office, as is expressed in the bill. To shew 
how dangerous it is to yield to any thing, honever 

T 3 
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trifling, out of the ordiiiar}’’ channel, it must be remarked, 
that afterwards, in 17b 1, this allowance of 500/. was aug- 
mented to 3000/., and in the session of 1765 this 2000/. was 
doubled ; so that at present tlie speaker has 4000/. constantly 
given him in the money>bill, as a matter of course, besides 
the old allowance of 500/. each session, and the emoluments 
of tile oflice, which arc 500/.; and these emoluments 
were all that his predecessors had, and were esteemed fully 
sufticient*. 

Soon after the accession of his present majesty, a money- 
bill was certified in the usual manner, and transmitted to 
England, as a cause and consideration, among others, for 
calling a new parliament, 'riierc had been a strong debate 
in the privy-council on the propriety of this measure : it was 
urged by some, that since the Revolution no parliament had 
ever been called in Ireland, without the previous certification 

* Nfitt I cannot avoid mentioning a little indident that occurred in the duke of 
Uedford'a administration, to shew the spirit and humour of the times. An idle 
report was industriously propagated, that an union witit Great Britain was 8cri> 
nusly intended, and of course that the dty of Dublin would be totally ruined. 
'Llie mob-phrase of^ the day was, that the parltament4>ao$e was to be carried over 
to Loudon. A vast concourMe of disorderly persons of the lower sort, but abetted 
and encouraged by some gentlemen of note, assembled'on this occasion in College 
Green. They threatened, huulted, and idsnsed several members of both honses, 
and compelled many of tfiejvt to take a solemn obligation never to Consent to an 
union. Among others, they m$dc the iddef justice of the king's bench submit to 
It. 'JTbey forced him to admimster tui. oath of tius kind to the attorney-general, 
and then jocularly told the latter, that he must allow lumIdUt to be ttgMy sworn. 
.At length, after many extravagancies, they bi^e into the boose of commons, 
placed an old woman in the speaker's chair, and immediately entered into debate on 
the propriety of introducing pipes and tobacco. This htdicrons tumult lasted for 
some hours, and was at last only dispersed by the appearance of the military. 
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and transmission of a money-biU to England: that it was 
looked upon by the British administration as a necessary 
fonn, and that it could not be departed from. On the other 
hand, the primate, lord Shannon, and Mr, Ponsonby, now 
lords justices, at first refused to certify a money-bill, alleging 
that other bills of a different nature were sufiScient causes for 
the assembling of a parliament. As the house of commons had 
always looked with jealousy on this origination of a money- 
bill in the privy-council, the lords justices imagined that their 
refusal to certify one, on this occasion, would increase their 
own consequence and i>opularity. They thought, if they 
succeeded, it would prove, that by their influence and advice 
the English ministry had been prevailed on to recede from 
this important point, and at the same time it would shew 
their own tendcraess tor the privileges of the people, by not 
interfering with them in the right of granting money. Mr. 
jMalone, then tdianccllor of the exchequer, adopted their ideas, 
but the earl of Kildare loudly declared for a money-bill. 
Several letters passed on the subject between England and 
Ireland, the consequence of which ’was, that the lords jus- 
tices thought it prudent to submit, aud to certify a money- 
bill in the usual manner; which on its return passed both 
houses by a prodigious majority. Lord Kildare was rewarded 
with a murqtiisatc for his support, and Mr. Malone was dis- 
missed for bis opposition. 

The earl of Halifax was now appointed lord lieutenant, 
whose ^vemment being strongly supported in England was 
easy to himself, and honourable to his sovereign. The under- 
takershaving experienced the firmness of the crown in the in- 

8 
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fstuncc of the money-bill, and well knowing that firmness in the 
<’rown must baffle them iii every other, were afraid to take 
any steps which might occasion complaint. 'I'hey therefore 
lived on good terms with lord.ITuliiax, assisted him in carrying 
on .the public business, and were left in the government at 
his departure. 

Jlc was succeeded by the Duke of Norlhunibcrlaud, dur- 
ing whose splendid and princely administration, affairs were 
c<piducted with dignity and regularity, and without any 
considerable oppd^ition. i.ord Shannon was grown old and 
tbnd 6f repose; tlie pHmatc tvas desirous of entering into the 
strictest union with the duke of Northumberland ; and Mr. 
3'onsonby still remained in some dcgi’ce under the influence, 
of tlic prirmitc. J must, however, remark, that a bounty 
fur encouraging the fishery was now granted, and made pay- 
able like the com premiums, out of the revenue in fransHth 
It was not indeed, like the corn premiums, -made perpetual, 
it was limited to six years, but was extended to fourteen in 
the ensuing session. The amount of it at present is upward.s 
of 1 1,0007. per annum; and is likely to increase. 

■a * • « 

' r 

In the latter epd of. the year 176’4, the primate and lord 
Shannon, who had from the time of their ^conciliation wisely 
drawn together in the government, died within a few days of 
each other. The fortune and^following of lord Shannon de- 
scended to his son, who bad married Mr. Ponsonby’s eldest 
daughter. Tliis young nobleman apd his father-in-law aimed 
aitlie powerand importance of tlieir predecessors, and flattered 
themselves that their united weight would not only overpower 
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every other party in the kingdom, but be too strong for go- 
vernment itself. In ilie administration of lord Ucrtfoid, they, 
on more than one occasion, betrayed tlicir intentions; 
but the lord lieutenant’s firmness and address kept things from 
coming to a rupture during his residence. The most mate- 
rial occurrence of the session was an attempt of Mr. Pery’s, 
iu the house of commons, which I cannot avoid taking parti- 
cular notice of, as it occasioned much discoui-se, and was in 
itself of an extraordinary nature. In the reign of king James 
the Fii’st, iu my lord ChicIicstcPa government, the speaker 
of the house of commons, on the last day of the session, N<F- 
vember the 2})th, lGl4i, delivered a note dr remembrance to 
the lord deputy, containing, among others, the following 
paragraph ; 

“ The house of commons, acknowlcjlging that the sole power 
“ and authority to transmit such bills as are to be propounded 
‘‘ in parliament doth rest in the lord deputy and council, 
“ do only desire to be as remembrancers unto his lordship 
“ and the rest, touching the acts following, which they 
lunnbly offer, as meet to Ixj transmitted witli such other 
acts as Ihs lordship, dee. shall think fit to be propounded in 
“ the next session.’* 

Iliis paragraph, which contains a very short and jilaui 
acknowledgment of the law and practice, aa settled by Poy- 
nings' act, Mr. Pery moved to have expunged out of the 
Journals; the motion %vas made so suddenly, and so Artfully, 
that the speaker, Mr. Fonsonby, had not presence of mind 

4 
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suflicicjit to defeat or n'straiu il ; so a resulatiun pas.scd for 
expunging, and appeared ilie next day in llie printed 
i otes ; but soon after tlie speak(*r having lx*en in consultation at 
the Castle, and being infornicd of the dangerous tendency of 
TVlr. Pery’s motion, Mith great difficulty got the whole j)ro- 
ceeding annulled, and the entry on the votes to be declared 
an error of the clerk. 

'I’lic ordnance of Ireland was now vacant by the resignation 
of the marquis of Kildare, and the w'orld expect(‘d that it 
w'ould be given to lord Drogheda, a iioblemuii of good cha-: 
racter, who had served upwards of twenty years in the army, 
was entirely disposed to support govornmenl, and had lately 
married the lord lieutenant’s daughter ; however, on this occa- 
sion, his excellency preferred the interests of the crown to 
those of .his owm falnily, and, hoping to attach lord Shannon 
to the service of his a<fministratiou, recommended him to his 
majesty for this gicat employment, and obtained it for him. 
TiOrd Hertford, at his departure from Ireland, left the t'han- 
cellor and speaker in the government, together with the carl 
of Drogheda*, who was thus compensated for his loss of the 
ordnance. 

On the great change df the English ministry in 1766, the 
earl of Bristol was appointed chief governor ; . a new system 
of government was said to .bf now adoptecl : Ireland was no 
more to be left to the discretipn of the undertakers ; the lord 
lieutenant was for the future constantly to reside, and hold 
the reins of government in his own Imnds. 
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- 'I’hc people, ever fond of novelty, were rejoiced beyond 
mcejiurc at the happy tidings ; individual'^ were no less de> 
iighted : those who ll^d been, Icnig in leading-strings, but lutd 
nevpf* been led lo "whai Uicy looked for, felt new hopes rise 
in their bosoms, and d'aitered themselves that the day oi 
enfrancl^sement was ctHiie; golden visions of jnofit and of 
honor opened on the of every* patriot ; her who^ad dis- 
dained the thialdom of''an,h|w(efl^k^r, was ready to wear the 
livery of a resident .viceroy, ^o&t inveterate 'repub- 

lican became a convert. theory of government; 
all was raptun* and ^return of Asfrea 

u.is liourly expected, aitwd* bf Saturn was sup- 

})osed to Ixr at hand. 


'Ibe undertaken), against whose^ ttsnrpation, tliis scheme oi 
rcMdcnc'c was levelled, immediately took the alarm, and stre- 
nuously used all their endeavours to defeat it. Tlieyknew 
indeed that opposition, if steadily resisted, must soon 
moulder into insignificauce ; but Ul^ flattered themselves 
that no lord lieutenant would Ipn^ persevefh in tlic new plan. 
If he should, they were resolved to ouflt nothmg on theiir part 
to make his situation as uneasy, and as unpleasant 'to him as 
jTOssiblc. 


The season the ushal'^t^Mbling of the 

Irith parliaineni^’^^*(flie' earl of>jB|:|^l|t'llAVing resigned 
tite ''govemnleai)'*2Q¥id* suc- 

nie pfiridpai events oi. Ids ^iiial[nis4aBott I shali endeavour 
to comprdiend iri^i^ small a compass as I can. 



EXTRACT FROM 


Tf6 

l^lic bill for granting a bounty on corn and flour brought 
lo Dublin by land carriage, as mentioned in the duke of 
Ikdford’s administration, as a concession so imjmrtant and 
so uncvpectcd, that the patriots were frpin thence encou- 
raged to make still greater demands. They imagined tliat 
government having once yielded in a point so pr^udicial 
to its own interest, might as easily be pei'suadcd to pass an^ 
other laws which they should choose to propose. 

'Hjcir principal aim was to load the hereditary rev emu 
<‘ilhcr with peqvetual charges, or with charges for long terms 
of years. Jly tliis means their own consequence would be 
euhanecd, and the authority and revenue of the crown 
gn'alJy weakened and hupair^d. To accomplish thews vitMvs, 
they laid their designs with uncommon art and address, and 
the measures most ijestractivc to govemnicnt they often con- 
trived lo make appem as the measures of government it&ch", 
not as measures adopted in compliance with popular impor- 
tunity, but as>r measured flowing spontaneously cither from 
the king's goodness or the viceroy’s rcprcschtation and in- 
fluence. Immediately on the appointment of a new lord 
iicutenant, tlwy employed some emissary, who, under the 
mask of friendship and good wishes, insinuated that the best 
method to secure an easy and honorabte government in 
Ireland, would be to open the session wdlh some popular act 
or declaration ; the rcaT meaning of which Was either sonic 
innovation in the established constitution, some encroach- 
ment on the revenue.. For this purpose vatkms schemes were 
oflered, and the utility and necessity of 'pursuing them were 
painted iu the most seifudiig colours. One day a bounty on 
fish. Ashing busses, and whale -catching, vvas desired j the 
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establishment of county hospitals and public coal-yards, 
was another day mentioned ; a septennial bill, a judges bill, 
a habcas-corpus bill, premiums for com preserved upon 
stands, and for corn brought to Dublin coastways, were all 
asked in their turns : nay, what will scarcely be believed, a 
proposal was seriously piadc, that thc^ land carriage bounty 
should be paid for all corn and dour brought to Dublin by (he 
new canal , — And such was the success of these representa- 
tions, that many of the demands abovementioned were in a 
groat measure .complied with. . 

The immense charge incurred by them may be seen iu the 
public accounts, where they stand as incontrovertible evidence 
of their own exorbitance and impropriety, 

A lord lieutenant neW iu his government, perhaps new in 
business of any kind, unacquainted with the people and 
constitution of Ireland, and desirous of carrying on his 
.ndmiuistration with popularity and good-humour, prol>al>ly 
at fl^^t did not apprchend any danger or inconvcnicncy fr<»in 
adopting these schemes:— he perhaps seemed to approve 
them, and his seeming approbation was imn»ediatoly sworn 
into a positive promise, the performance of \vhiGh lie was 
afterwards either soothed or frightened into, according to 
the features of his chameter and the circumstances of the 
times. 

In Lord Hertford's government, heads of a bill were 
brought into the house of commons to make the judges 

2 



EXTRACT FROM 


couiniiduons to continue quamdiu se Ixne gcssefint, Tlte 
administration in I^ngli^nd, ajiprchending that such a law 
would , tend to create a kind of imperium in wipmo, refused 
at that time (o consent to it in any shape: — (hoy were, 
however, afterwards of opinion, that it might be granted 
under certain restrictions^ Accordingly, lord IWnshend, at 
the opening of the next session, recommended it in his 
speech from the throne. The bill was transmitted to 
England, and r^rned to Ireland nith several alterations; 
but, as these 'attentions ^seemed to defeat . tlie insidious 
lutcntioi^ of the g^tlanen who liad jammed the hiU, it was 
rejected without a division. . llie same spirit of innovalioii, 
M'hich had clamoured for , the judges bill, still prevailed, and 
was equally loud and) eager fpr* a law to limit the diiratiou 
of parliaments. How far it was politic to consent to it is 
not now material; die bill passed and, during four and 
(uenty hours, the lord lieutenant, was the most popular man 
jn the kingdom. The undertakers, Avho never imagined 
that the crowii would have consented to lessen its prcrog.im e 
in this point, without some equivalent, and who had.fivimed 
their schemes and connections according to the then subsist- 
lag parliament, were highly enraged to find themselves so 
mistaken. 

As the bill was popular, ^y had never venture^ to op[)ose 
it whilst in agitation^ and ^aow that it was passed, they 
pretended to approve ‘o^ it*; >but they never foigave the 
measure, and from that moment, acted dmopen hostility to 
gotemment. 
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*11115 was not, however, the only cause ol‘ their ill-humour : 
not contented with the power and employments which they 
enjoyed, they had early in the session made some very un- 
, reasonable demands 'upod^goremment. One gentleman was 
only to be satisfied wiUi half a dozen peerages for his friends, 
another preferred ^some great reversion for himself; those 
who had not pensions, wished to have them ; those wdio had 
pensions, desired an addition;' and almost all who were 
aln'ady in good employments, agreed in asking for better 
ones. liord 'J’ownshend^s hesitation to comply with these 
extraordinary requisitions was highly resented. Thus these 
gentlemen, instead of being grateful for |iast favdurs,' were 
enraged at the refusal of new ones ; turned the power of the 
cro\\ n, intrusted to their hands, agnidsl the crown itself ; 
and endeavoured to extort, by faction and opposition, what 
was meant to be the reward of loyalty and service. 

II is majesty, ever watchful for the security and happiness 
of his people, had now adopted, a new model for his army, 
by which not only the service in general was greatly im- 
provCil, but his subjects of Ireland were to be particularly 
benefitted. The battalions on the British establishment then 
consisted of 529 men each ; the battalions on the Irish esta- 
blishment consisted of 328 men each ; so that, in conse- 
quence of this disproportion, whenever an Irish regiment 
was ordered abroad, it became necesi^iy before it left 
Ireland to complete it to ^c British' numbers. This 
was usually done, by drafting from the other corps as 
many men as were wanted for that purpose; by which 
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iwcaiw the Irish army was tom to pieces, tlic officer and 
soldier were dispirited, and the service considerably suf- 
fered. 

To remedy this inconvenience it was proposed, by les- 
sening the numbers on the llnglish establishment, and by 
increasing the numbers on the Irish, to all the battalions 
on the same footing. 'Die Irish establishment, then consist- 
ing of 1^2,000 men only, was to be augmcntl^d to 15,335 ; 
instead of 3p battalions of ’infantryv there were to lie but 37, 
and, of the8e’27» five were in thoir turn to be always em- 
ployed bn> foreign ‘service; but the remaining 32 battalions, 
which, together witli the chvalry, would amount to 13,000 
men, were to rcmahi ki Ireland for its defence and protection 
against foreign and domestic enemies^ the latter of which 
have sometimes been found not the least formidable oi‘ the 
two. Part of the plan also was to establish a I’egular rotation 
of the infantry in sueh a manner, that every regiment should 
take an equal share of the service, relieving and being re- 
lieved, in their respective stations, through every part of the 
kings extensive dominions. 

I ' ^ 

Formerly, ‘when an addition to the Irish army was thought 
necessary, the'q^al'piethod was for the crowfi first to make 
the addition, and thl^' to apply to parliament for supplies 
to support it. It was in this manner that several new levies 
were made in the last war, during the administration of 
the duke of Devonshire, the duke of. Bedford, and lord 
Halifax. 
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But, as tbe augmentation now proposed was to be made 
in time of peace, it was thought the best and most popular 
method of openiug' the scheme would be by an address of 
the house of eoiniuuns, expressing their desire, that his 
majesty would please to make the augmentation, and pro- 
mising on their parts to provide for it. On this occasion, 
the undcrtakei’s, and many of the principal servants- of go- 
vernment, voted against the address, and for that time 
defeated the king's intentions. However, the utility and 
necessity of the measure were so evident to the whole nation, 
that, in the? ensuing session, it was adopted, and carried into 
execution by an act of parliament. 

In ptirsuanee of a clause in the octennial law, the parliii* 
ment of Ireland wa.s dissolved in the sumpior of I 768 , and 
certain bills Avere framed in council, and transmitted to 
England in the accustomed manner, as causes and consider- 
ations for calling a new parliament. Among these bills, 
ronfonuably to constant u^age, Avas a money-bill ; Avhich, 
Avith the' others, Avasteturacd from England under the great 
seal of England. 'Fliis money-bill was read in the house of 
conunons on the 21st of November, 17C)lh Thc,(]ucstiori 
being put for reading it a second time, it passed in the ne- 
gatiAC. 'Hie cjuestion was then put for rejc'cting it, and cj»r- 
ried by ,04 to 71* The house, not content with having pro- 
ceeded thus far, followed their blow, and resolved, that this 
bill is rejected^ because it did Hot take its rise in this house. 

It is whimsical to observe, that Mr. M.tlone presented 
this money-bill, spoke and voted for it ; that the dukc' ot 
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Leinster's frtelidsj to a man, vote<l to r^jecaa; sum mm. mi' 
the strength of l^fr. Ponsotiby and lord^haitnon was inustenec!'^- 
againsC govenmient on this occafioti.<~r'!An<l here I must 
heg leave to make a fear obeer^'atioiis on thi» most extraor- 
dinary proceeding. Jl atai}d$ tibus tlie Commons resolved 
** That this bill is rejaefedt because it did hot take its rise in 
<* this housed 

This resoljeiUon Vloes not mention wlmrc the bill took it«. 
rise^ but liare^ that it 'did not take its rise in the house of 
commons, and for that rc^n only Vns re'iectcd. — We very 
well know whe^e it took its rise; tltat it was in the privj*- 
counci!; that it wa$ certified to England under the groat 
seal of Ireland, and returned back under the great seal of 
England. Tlicse were forms prescribed by Poynings’ law, 
the great palladium of the Irish' constitution, and wcic 
essentiaby necessary to be gone through I'lcforc a parliament 
could be calied.'— iSpppose'now ^at tlie comiffbhs of Ireland 
had iiecp' etci^iUcit in their votes, dn^i^hiared that the 
bill ^as rej^ed, because it 'was rertided to under 

the great goal of Ireland, or was returned to Ireland' under 
theg^t ^ England, or both, would they ha\e more 
effoctualjiy lnVhlidat^ Poynings* law, than by the reason 
which tliey assign^ ? If, the bill ought to have taken its rise 
in the house of'm^m^sbnly, then ^Foy trine’s law is nuga- 
tory, and such indbe<l'''tbe^ ye^lution virtutdly declares it.— 

, The houtMe had before' them the example" Of : they fol- 
lowed it, in rejt^ting the bill beeamfd'^U'^ not take its rise 
in their house*; but they did nOflblloW it farther, for they 
did not resolve, as the hou^e in did, that the sole 
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right of preparing heads of money-bills was in the commons. 
The proceeding then^ 176‘<) is so far lame and inconsistent ; 
for there was no ground to reject a bill, because it did not 
take its rise in tlie bouse of commons, until the tact was 
established that it ought to take its rise there, and no where 
else. The house of commons of 1692 acted unconstitution- 
ally consistcul ; they boldly claimed a sole and CKclusixe 
ii<>ht, then acted as if the claim was just, and consequently 
u'jcctcd the bill. T*lie house of commons of 1769 claimed 
no sole and exclusive right, but rejected the bill, and assigned 
a reason that could not be sustained. There is a sort of 
inaccuracy too in the wording of their resolution ; they say. 
that they reject the bill, because it did not take its rise, ^'C. Jt 
should have been expressed, because the heads of the bill did 
not take their rise, &c. for no bill of this kind could take its 
use m either house. — But, to return ; if they were not conscious 
that thc}’^ had a sole right, why I'cject a bill which did not 
invade their rights ? Jf conscious that they had the sole right, 

uhy did they not assert it? No; they knew it to be 

unconstitutional ground ; they knew that the .stile right was 
a prejudicatetl question ; they therefore adopted the more 
A ague and disputable terms of the bill’s not taking its rise, 
in their house, and built their proceedings on that basis 
alone. 

'Fhe lord lieutenant, following the example of lord Sidney, 
and in obedience to his majesty’s ordeiti, entered his protest 
against the \ote of the houst' of commons, and ended the 
hC.-.sion by a sudden prorogation. The parliament of 10;>2 
was prorogued, and then dissolved, 'riie parliament of l/O'i) 
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was prorogued but not dissolved ; for the latter only at- 
tempted to weaken the efficacy of the Jaw, but the former 
liardily claimed a right contrary to tlm*’law. Whenever a 
resolution of either ho\ise of parliament tends to bar or inva- 
lidate the operation of an act of parliament, it is necessary 
to oppose it i;i the most effectual manner ; nothing cun be 
more tlangerous than the smallest encroachment. • J'hc great 
principle of our liberty is, that the laws can only be repealed 
*by the same power which enacted them, iind that a vote of 
the lords or commons can no more afiect the law than a 
mandate of the crown. If it did, the balance of the constitu- 
tion would be totally destroyed ; it would in fact be a dis- 
pensing power, and be equally tyrannical by whomsoevei 
it was exercised, whether by the king, the lords, or the 
commons. 

In consequence of the rejection of the money-bill, lord 
Shannon and Mr. Ponsonby were dismissed from their em- 
ployments. It seemed too dangerous to leave the power 
and great offices of the kingdom in the hands of men, Avhosc 
versatility and inconsistence, bn this point, shewed tliat they 
acted not from principle but resentment, and only supported 
or opposed government, as they happened to be gratified or 
disappointed. 

[ pass over the short session which was held in the begin- 
ning of the year 1771» as nothing material occurred, except 
tiie resignation of the chair of the house of commons by Mr. 
Ponsonby. Being defeated in two or three questions, and 

seeing his interest bn the ‘.decline, he absented himself, and 

4 
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woie a letter to the clerk, to be coniinuiucaled to the house, 
excusing himself from tlic office of |jroscutiiig tlu ir addresses 
lo tlie king and lord lieutenant, and requesting lliem to 
chuse another speaker. IVIr. Tcry was elected iii his room, 
and the session ended on the 18th of Mav. 

The parliament met again in the Octolwr hillowing. 'FIk* 
I’cvcnuc had fiillen short in the last two years ; the bountic\ 
liad greatly increased, and consequently a considerable ar- 
rear of the establishment had been incurred. 'I’liis was all 
candidly laid before the house. Tlie cause of every publir* 
expcucc and difficulty was explained, and the proper reme- 
dies pointed out, in order to answer the one and to obviate 
the other. 

New taxes were proposed to be appropriated for the pay- 
ment of bounties, that the revenue might be exonerated, 
and a])plicd solely to pay the establishment ; but the 
house of eoimuons prefen’cd the old method of borrowing, 
and a loan of 200,tKX)L was opened. This loan it was found 
not a little difficult to fill: indeed the diffidence, of the mo- 
nied people was notill-grounded. In Ireland theie. i> really 
no srcuiity given to the public creditors for tihat sums tbev 
may advanbe : certain taxes, called the loan duties, aie 
every session granted, and appropriated lij^st lo the pavmenf 
of the interest of the debt, and secondly to the payment ol' 
the principal. But these duties are never gmnti'd for a 
longer term than two years ; so that if any interruption wa>« 
given to the regular meeting of the Irish pculiament, the flutic'* 
v^ould fall, and till they were revived, the debi'iiturc^ votiM 
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})e of no value. TIus consideration, joined to the turbulence 
of the times, and the rccent allaek on the constitution by 
the house of commons in rejecting the money-bill, tilled the 
iiiiiids of many with apprehension and dfstrust. 

Bui-ing the whole course of this session, Mr. Ponsonby 
and his friends, together with the duke of Leinster.and the 
patriots, gave all possible opposition to government on every 
even the most trifling occasion. ' Pt)r the first four months 
the house of commons never rose before ten o’clock, and 
very frequently sat several hours after midnight; scarcely a 
day passed without an attack upon the Castle. Various 
spiteful and absurd resolutions were proposed, at ditFcrent 
times ; some were carried, but the greater part were rejected. 
One of the most material events, which occurred in this 
session,' related to the alterations made in the management 
of the revenue. I shall state it in a few words. By the l‘Uli 
and 15tjh of Charles the Second, there ought properly to be 
two boards, one^ for the conduct of the customs, the other 
for the conduct of the excise ; but, I know not how, both 
customs and excise were for a- long time strangely con- 
founded together, and put^under the direction of the same 
board. The board consisted of seven commissioners, all of. 
whom were appointed commissioners of customs, but five 
only were appointed commissioners of ekeise, the statute 
having limited the number. Their manner of acting under 
this commission not being strictly conformable to law, it was 
found uecessai7 to validate their .procejcdings by seveml sub- 
sequent acts of parliament. 
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As the revenue v'as supposed to sutler frt>m this irregular 
83 ’stcni, it was represented, that if tlie management a\ as di-* 
vided, in pursuance of the abovementioued acts of the 14tU 
and 1 jth of Cliarlos the Second, and of the *».first of his pre- 
sent Majesty, aud that the customs were put under the care 
of a separate aud distinct board, and in like manner the 
excise and some other branches put under the care of 
another board, as is the practice in England, the good cftccts 
of such an arrangement M'oiild speedily appear. Several per- 
sons, supposed to be bcst*skillcd in business ol‘ this kind, 
were consulted, and delivered their opinions strongly in fa- 
vour of the measure; government ado])ted it, and in the 
mouth of February 1772 it was put iu execution. 

'I'his now arrangement has been attended with an expense 
ed l(i,000/. in the last 3 'ear but it is presumed to be highly 
Jidvantagcous to tlic crown, whose revenue, now open to the 
depredations of th<; parliamentary grants and bounties, rc- 
tjuircs to be guarded with uncommon vigilance. 


^ 'Flic vords of this act of parliament, paased in the first year of his majesty’s 
leign, are remarkable And be it enacted, that, from time to time, and at all 
“ times for ever hereafter, it shall and may be law'^ful for his majesty, his heirs, and 
« successors, to constitute and appoint commissioners of the ocise, and commis- 
« sioners of the customs, by one or more commissions, under the great seal of 
« this kingdom, to have and to hold their respective offices, during their good 
'< behaviour, or during his majesty’s pleasure only, as to has majesty, his heirs, 
** and successors, shall seem fitting i which commissioners, so appointed, or to be 
•< appointed, shall respectively have all such powers aud authorities as'the com- 
« missioners of excise and commissioners of customs respectively are n^w entitled 
“ to have, use, or exercise, by any law now in force in this kingdom.”—! Geo. 3, 
ch. 7, sect. 1 3. 
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It appears, by the public accounts, that the revenue is 
now increasing in several branches ; and that, on the whole, 
the produce of this last year, since the boards have been di- 
vided, exceeds the produce of the preceding j’car, when the 
boards were on the old footing, in a sum of 48,000/. and 
upwards. As long as the revenue improves under this mbde 
of management, there can be no just ground of complaint ; 
and yet the probable rise of the heretlitary revenue was fhe 
true cause of the opposition made to the mcasiye ; for, as 1 
have before observed, the great' aim of Irish politicians is 
to keep down the hereditary revenue as much as possible, 
to divert it from its proper channel, and to prevent the 
crown from depending on any resource, but what they 
may choose to supply. The house of coinmous therefore 
raised a great clamour, and pa.ssed two resolutions on this 
occasion. In the firet, tliey only hinted their disappro- 
bation ; in the second, they plainly expressed it ; but, when 
.parliamentary resolutions are not founded on law and 
reason, they become impotent and ridiculous, and merit 
no attention.-— The whole proceeding of government in this 
affair was nothing more than the due excrci.se of powers 
vested in the crown by different acts of parliament, and was 
in every respect ^strictly conformable to the letter and the 
spirit of the law. It was pleasant enough to hear Air. Pon- 
sonby^s friends object to the expense of the measure, when 
it was notorious to the whole world, that in the last twenty 
years, whilst he was at the head of the revenue-board, the 
chavgo 6f management was increased above 50,000/. per 
annum. In 1750 it amounted only to 09 , 799 /., and in 1770, 
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at the time of hb dismission, it had risen to 12 1,933 No- 
thing of any great moment occurred in the remainder of the 
session, which was concluded with the usual addresses to his 
majesty and the lord lieutenant. 

I shall close this historical sketch with an observation or 
two on the government of lord Townshend. — Whatever errors 
may have been imputed to him, it is certain that he acted 
according to the best of his judgment. He wjw strongly im- 
pressed with the principles of the new system ; and, as far as 
was in his power, endeavoured to maintain the king's au- 
thority against the undertakers. Though often unsuccessful, 
he never despaired ; though often repulsed, he always rc- 
timiod to the charge ; so that, at last, by dint of patience anti 
jiorsevcrancc, he was enabled to lay such a foundation, a**, 
if strictly adhered to, may render the govermncnl of Ireland 
-ceurc and independent for ever hereafter. 
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A JOURNAL, &c. 

I EMBAUKED at Spitliead on board the liion man of 
war of 64 guns, commanded by Sir Erasmus Gower, on 
Friday the 2 1st September, 179^* and sailed from thence 
on Wednesday the 26th, the wind not permitting us to pro- 
ceed ^sooner. The Indostan Indiaman (on board of which 
were some of the gentlemen of my tmin, some of the guard, 
and the greater part of the presents) and the Jackall brig 
tender got under way at the same time ; but a gale of wind 
coming on, the Jackall was obliged to put back, and we 
saw no more of her till the March following, when she over- 
took us in the streights of Sunda. Ihe Indostan kept 
company with us during the whole voyage from the Channel 
to the Pai/-ho river in the Gulf of Pe-che-lL 

We touched at Madeira for a few days, from whence we 
proceeded to Tenefiffc, where we passed a week ; the Lion 
having occasion to take in a quantity of wine for the ship's 
company during the voyage. We then proceeded to St. 
Jago, the capital of the Cape de Verde Islands (in order to 
renew our water and stock) and found it very much dis- 
tressed, no rain having fallen there for three years past. 
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I'Voin St. Jago wc sailed to Rio Janeiro, where we re- 
inain<^ ''alxmt a fortnight. In our way from thence to the 
stifiglits of Sundii, wc visited the desert island of Tristan 
d’Acunlm, as also the islands of Amsterdam and St. Puiil. 
From the streights of Sunda wc liastcncd to Batavia, at 
which pla<'o we were most hospitably entertained, and most 
magnificently feasted by the Dutch government. Alter 
leaving Batavia wc anchored at several of the Afalay islands, 
particularly Pulo Coudore, which little spot has undergone 
almost as many revolutions within these few years as the 
greatest empires in a series of ages. Our next stage 
was* I’liron Bay in Cbcliin-Chiha, which afforded ns a fine 
harbor, excellent water, plenty of provisions and accoinmo> 
dation for our sick ; and after some days (when our good in- 
tentions and pacific deportment became unequivocally evi- 
dent to the natives) received distinguished civility and 
substantial kindness from the king of the country, whose 
place of residence was at the distance of two days’ journey 
from our birth, lie sent us presents of rice and vegetables, 
spices and cattle ; in short, every thing tliat wc had occasion 
for, and in such abundance Uiat there renniincd a surplus 
aliove our wants, which I delivered to the English factory 
in China, to be disposed of for tlie account of the East India 
Company. 

In return for Cochin-Ciiincsc Majesty's hospitality, I 
made him a present of my fine sicel-hilted sword, also one 
of Elliot’s gold watches, and a pair of bayonet-pistols, and 
some camblct and other lesser articles, which pistols and 
camblet I was obliged to purchiuse from an officer on board 
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tho Iiidoslan, and from another ship then at anchor in the 
bay, not being able to get at our own packages. 'Fkis place 
affords a niost* excellent harbor, and there is a spot where a 
fort might be built and garrisoned at a small expcncc, suf- 
ficient to withstand any attempt against any force likely to be 
brought against it from any jiower t)f this part of the world. 
The riches or commodities of the country arc summed up in 
one distich by father Ijorciro, a Portuguese missionary,' who 
ivsiilcd long in the country — 

Xylaloen, Mynham, Piper ardens, Sacchara profert 
Pluraque, si repetas, ofBciosa dlibit. 

Ihit besides the above articles, it produces excellent riu- 
namon, common rice, and mountain rice in vast abundance, 
and has many rich mines, boUi of gold and silver, one of 
the latter at 110 great distance from Turon-bay. 

I Imve desired a sketch to be taken of this place, of the 
site for a fort, togetlicr with many other useful pBniculai*s ; 
nor have I neglected the island of Campcllo in the offing, 
which I have also had visited and described, so that the Flast 
India Company may have before them all the information in 
my pow'cr to procure, in case they should <*ver tliiuk proper 
to make a settlement at this place. 

Saturday, June 15, 1793. Tliis day we sailed on board 
the IJon from Turon-ba'y in Cochin-China, accompanied 
by the Indostan and the two little brigs, Jackall and 
Clmcnce. 
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Wednesday, June 19th. At two o’clock P. M. we saw 
the main land of China, bearing N. N. E. distant 
leagues. 


Tlwrsdafy, June SOtli. At six o’clock A. M. we came to 
an anchor off the Grand Ladrone in eleven fathoms water, 
within view of several small islands. The city of, Macao 
bearing seven leagues N. W. of our birth. 


I sent Sir George Staunton, Mr. Maxwell and Captain 
Mackintosh on shore for intelligtoce. None of the trading 
ships of the season being yet arrived, all the gentlemen of 
the different European factories were still at Macao. 

Saturday, June 23d. This afternoon Sir George Staunton 
returned on board the Lion. 


The information from ISfacao was, that the news of an 
embassy from England had been received at court with 
,great satisfaction, that the Emperor considered it as no 
small addition to the glory of his reign, that its close should 
be distinguished by such an event, and that orders had 
been dispatched to iUl the sea>ports of China to give the 
roost hospitable and honorable reception to his Majesty’s 
ships, whenever th^ should appear da the coast. At the 
same time it was perceived that the embassy had excited 
great jealousy and apprehensions' in the minds of some of 
the Europeans at "Macao, particularly of the Dutch and 
Portuguese. With respect to the former, they were soon 
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quieted by our assurances, and b^' the letters we brought 
from Batavia ; but with regard to the latter, it was easy to 
discover that, whatever face they might wear towards us, we 
liad to expect from tliem every ill office and counteraction 
in their power. It is singular enough that of the Europeans 
at Macao, none seemed better disposed to us than tlu* 
Spanish agents, IMessrs.' Agoti and Fuentes, who not only 
t(‘stificd their good will by several little services, but ga\'c us 
an essential proof of their confidence by sending me a 
manuscript plan and chart of the city of ISIaeao, and the 
river of Canton, taken upon the spot by Mr. Agoti himself, 
the result of several years observation and labor. 

Sir George Staunton left the missionaries N^an and Vang 
on shon^, as also one of our interpreters Padre C/io, who 
suddenly took fright, and was so impressed. with an apprehen- 
sion of the government at I*ckin, that he could not be per- 
suaded to proceed with us. We indeed regret the loss of 
him the less, as his companion who remains with us, though 
not so complete a scholar, is a man of much better temper, 
has a very good understanding, an excellent disposition, and 
is sincerely attached to us. In the place of Padres Nt/an 
and Vang wc, at the earnest request of the Italian mission- 
aries of the propaganda at Macao, to whom we owe some 
obligations, have consented to give a passage to two others, 
who had been Avaiting for an opportunity of proceeding to 
Pekin, and of entering into the Emperor's service .there, as 
mathematicians and astronomers. 

Sunday, June 23d. Sailed tins morning ^m the Grand 

Ladrone at six o’clock A. M. with the Indostan, Jackull, 

8 
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and Clarence in company. Our course N. K. Paused Pedro 
Picineo^ a large Avliite rock al>o\c the wat« r, at four P. Af. 
'I’lic Chinese coast still in sieht about nine leagues distant. 

Friday, June 28tlj. Lost sight of the Jhdostan and the 
two brigs in the dark weather, and sailed for th(? Quesan 
or Patchcock islands, where we expect to fall in with the 
Kndeavor brig, Captain Proctor, whom the Company’s 
commissioners had dispatched some time before, with orders 
to cruize for us there till the. 3()th instant. 

Satiirday, June 29th. Passed tlto Ileusan island and ar- 
rived off the Quran’s ; anchored in eleven fathoms, soft 
itutd. Patchcock island, two leagues west from us. 

Sunda}', June 30th. We saw nothing of the Endeavor, 
neither could we learn any news of her from the Chinese, 
fishing vessels, several thousands of which covered the sea all 
around us. 

A Chinese pilot came on board witli some of his peP^*?, 
who seemed never to have seen such a ship as the Liot^^*^- 
Ibre; they exai^ined every thing with gi-eat curiosity 
obseiying the emperor of China’s picture in the cabin, imme- 
diately fell flat on their l^es before it, and kissed the ground 
several time^ with great devotion. 

Monday, July Ist,. At three o’clock P. M, we were joined 
by the Indostan, Jackall and Clarence. Ever since we made 

the coast of China (on the 19th of last month) the weather 

4 ■ ■ 
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•has been (excepting one da}') always dark, licavy, rainy, 
moist, or stormy'. 

AVediiesday, July 3d. This day we came to an anchor 
in Cheusan roads in six and" a half fatlionis water, betwetm 
Plownjan^s island and Buffalo's nose, a most. excdlent safe 
liarbor, sheltered from all winds, The city of Cheu^n al>oui 
50 miles west of us. — Sir George Staunton went in^e Cla- 
rence to Cheusan, in order to procure ' pilots from’ the go- 
vernor to conduct us to Tien-sing. 

Sunday, July 7th- Sir George Staunton returned and 
brought with him the pilots, who, orf being informed of the. 
T.ion’s draft of water, said that a ship of her .size could not 
proceed farther than near the . city of Tett^hou- 

foiii at the entrance of tlie gulph 6( Ve^che-Ut but that all 
sorts of convenient vessels could be procured at that ])Jace to 
convey us from thence in safety to Tien-sing^ and the pas- 
sage could be made in four days. The gtilph of Ve-che’-li is 
represented by them to be without any good anchoring 
ground, very shallow, and in roany places full of shifting 
sands. 

Sir George Staunton had a good deal of difficulty iii pro- 
curing the pilots. ' The governor of Cheusaitv tb wdtom he 
had applied, told him that his authority c^^ed no further 
than to furnish pilots to conduct us to the'idjoining province, 
where others would in like mannjer .bC^sujpplied to proceed 
with us to the next, and so bn along the coast till we reached 
our last port ; but as this mode of managemeut did not ai al) 
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suit us. Sir G«orgc requested him, if possible, to find some 
]>(*rsons who i^ouUl take charge of our navigation the whole 
way from Chetisdn to 2Ve/i-«»g, w'ithout stopping at any 
inlcnucdiate place ; adding that if such pilots could not be 
had at Cheusant they might perhaps be got from ^^ing-po, 
XJpon this the governor, fully sensible of the emperors orders 
witl) regard to the embassy, and ap])rehcnsivc that we inight 
address 'Ourselves to lus suj>crior Mandarine at N///g-po, os- 
erted himself so oflcctually that at last two men were disco- 
^ered who, having formerly been owners and masters of 
vessels in the trade, had fj'cqncntly been at but 

it was with the gmatest reluctance, and indeed under a sort 
of compulsion, that they undertook the charge r and after all, 
considering the little nautical skill they seem to possess, wo 
do not expect any great assistance from them, but must trust 
a good deal j;o our own. 

4 

Monda}% July 8th, 'rUis day we sailed for Mie-tao from 
Cheman raads. 

H’uesday, July l6th. 1 sent ipy Proclamation to Cap- 
t»un Mackintosh relative to the conduct of his people on board 
the Indostan, also a duplicate to Lieutenant-colonel Benson 
and to Mr. Barrow, to be communicated to the soldiers and 
servants on Ixmrd tliat shi|}. 

Friday, July Iptb. AVc came to anchor this morning in 
Teiii^tao Bay^, which our pilots had mistaken for Mie-tao, 
'Ihey seem grossly ignorant and timid, were frightened out 
of their wits, when tliey observed on our passage along the 

•4 
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coast, that on shoaling our water wc always stood out to 
sea, and were puzzled beyond measure by our manoeuvres, 
seeing us work to wittdward'withnut minding wpather, tide, 
or monsoon. * 

T delivered my proclamation to Sir,ETasmiis Gower, who 
-ortlerod it to be read to the crcV'of the Lion.' 

Saturday, July SOth. Wc got a new pilot from the shore, 
and iu a few hours came abreast of the city of Ten-cliou- 
fou. 

We now discovered tliat M«V-/flo.is an island to tlic nortli- 
ward of us, instead of heiug an harbor on tbp main, as wc 
hud been led to itnagiiic. It lies about tliree miles and a 
half eastward of Ten-chou-foti ; w'c came to an anchor half 
way between them, in eight fathoms water, but veering o0^to 
fifteen. The road is bad and dangerous. » 

For several days the. weather luis been very vinscttlcd, 
sometimes extremely boisterous and at otlicrs almost calm, 
witli frequent fogs, the latter always the concomitants of an 
easterly wind. Whenever it cleared up we eagerly turnc<l 
our eyes towards the shore, which dffordctl us grpat variety 
of prospect. The back ground of the proving of Chm-ton^^ 
as wc sailed along it, appeared generally barren, inoimtaiuous 
and rocky, but wherever wc could per^ivc the smallest in- 
terval of* cultivable ground, it smiled under the band of in- 
dustry. We coidd not well distinguish the kinds of grain 
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that were growing, but they seemed to be Indiatr com, mil- 
let, bcaitSf And peas. 

¥tomM(mdarin%tmne( to Tefi-^on^foui thefe ore pleasant 
\illageA^ to' be seen on the sliote At every half mile’s distance, 
in which many of die homes arc biiilt of stone, (the eleva- 
tion of their rooft at an angle of forty-five degrees,) and co- 
vered with dte» verjr neatly arranged, 'flie <‘oast is often 
indented witV small sandy bays, and there are many safe 
harbors for vessels of' a moderate size, formed by islands at a 
short distance fkim the main. Hie sea is of very unequal 
depth, often varying ivithin an hour from five to forty-two 
fathoms, w'hic'b last it never exceeded. 

In the evening, about three hours after we had let go our 
aiiehur, the Governor of Tcn^chou-fmtt a Mandarin of high 
idnk, canie on board to visit me* lie told me lie had received 
orders ftoin his court to entertain us, to render us all ^rviccs 
in his power, and to provide for ns proper means of convey- 
ance, if wc chose to proceed by land from Ten^chou-fou to 
Pekin. Ills lisit lasted upwards cf two liovirs, during which 
ho talked a great deal, an<l with as much ease and frankness 
as if we had be^&n old acquaintance, lie is about thirty- 
five years of age, Cburteon^, intelligent and inquisitive. 

Sunday, July Zlkt Dispatched the Jackhll under the 
euminand of Mr. Campbell, first lieutenant df fhe Lion, across 
the gulph of Pe-cAi-/# towards Ttm^ing to explore the 
navigation 
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At noon the Governor of Ten-chou-fout who was here last 
night, sent on board for us a present of four bullocks, eight 
sheep, eight goats, five m^ures of white rice, five measures 
of red rice, 2001b. of flour, and several baskets of fruit and 
vegetables, which was acknowledged jjg a proper return. 

An old man of seventy years of age has been put on board 
as a pilot, who says that the gulph of Pechcli is always per- 
fectly safe in tiic months of July, August and September, so 
that the Lion has nothing to apprehend from the weather for 
some time to come, that the boats for cairying our baggage 
and the presents arc now ready at the mouth of the river 
leading up to Tien-nngt and waiting for our arrival ; and that 
they arc large and convenient, *and so jconstructed, that there 
is 110 danger of our packages being wetted or damaged. 

Ten-chou-fou is a city of the first rank in the province of 
Chan-tongt nbout a mile and a half in length, but much less 
ill breadth. At the southern extremity it includes a large 
space of ground tiiat is not built upon; and at the northern 
end is a rocky elevation with an extensive pagoda upon it, 
which overlooks and commands the whole city. The walls 
and bastions are erenelled and kept in perfect repair, but 
there is no appearance of any guns upon them, 

J 

This evening we were joined by the jEkid^vor brig. Cap- 
tain Procter of the Bombay marine, whicli the company's 
commissioners had dispatched flom Macao with letters fl>r us. 
Not knowing of our intentions of calling there, they had, a 
little before our arrival on the coast, ordered this vessel to the 
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northward, in hopes of Ijcr meeting us before we got the 
length of Tien-shig. 

'Momllay, July J22d. 'Sailed from Ten-^hou^fou, leaving 
Mie~tao on our right hand and spine small islands on our 
left. Ihc passage is safe. 

'I’uesday, July 2.S<1. Our observation at noon to-day gave 
us 38*43'. north latitude. W.e are now got into that part ol’ 
the Yellow Sea, calletl tlie gtilph of Pr-c/ic-Zi, which is remark- . 
ably smooth and clear. We have had a light breeac that 
carries us four or five miles an hour, and at four o'clock tlu«. 
evening were out of sight of laud. 

■Wednesday, July 34tli. At day-break saw the land, about 
12 miles distant from ys. It is low, and sandy, with 
a heavy surf beating upon it great violence. We 
sounded Und had ground at six ^od a half fathoms. We sup- 
pose ourselves to be ten Ie?igjre.s to the soutli-easc of Tien-sinp; 
river. Jt is thought tha^^c coast is laid down in the chart 
too far to Uie westwaro; or that too much breadth is given 
to the gulph, wbi<^l)y our rcckouing cannot be three de- 
grees from cast to>we.4t. 

I’hursday, , Tlib 'morning at spn-rise we disco- 

vered, at ‘alxwit two or miles distance, a prodigious 
number of Chinese vestolsJi all around us, ? Onr pilots did not 
precisely know, wjiere we were ; wc sijppos^ ourselves to be 
Hghi or nine miles from tlic river tbtft goes up to Tie/i-wag,. 
»s houses and trees were just db'ccrhible fborn the mast-head 
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to the north and soutli; and we found, when Lieutenant 
Campbell and Mr. Ilutner returned iu the Jackail this even- 
ing that we liad not been much mistaken. I’liey told us that 
Avhcu they arrived in the mouth of the river, some interior 
Mandarines had come on board, and finding they belonged 
to the embassy, had conducted them on shoic, and presented 
them to two great men, who had been stationed at that place 
fi>r some time past in expectation of my coming ; they were 
received with many marks of respect and treated with great 
hospitality. A thousand questions were asked relative to 
every partic'idar of the embassy,* the number of {versons, 
their ages and (pialities, the presents brought for the einperer, 
and what they consisted of; the size and ftvrce of the Lion 
and the other ships attending us, &c. The ansvvci's to all which 
were written tlovva by the Secretary in waitijig. At tlicir 
departure they were desired to inform me that ev’cry thhig 
was ready for my reception, and that as soon as the laon 
ajvproaelietl the bar, two great Mandarines would be sent 
on boai’d to conqvliiuent me. Me arc now not above five 
leagues distant from the bar. 

It appears that the expectations of the Chinese have been 
raised very high (by the manner iu which .the embassy was 
amiouiu*cd) of the presents which it is to be accompanied 
witli. When Sir George Staunton was at Macao, he found, 
on conversing with the gentlemen there, that they were con- 
ceived of immense value, and when he mentioned what they 
were, it was thought that the Chinese would be much dis- 
appointed. From Uicsc Considerations Mr. Ih'own was in- 
duced to add his fine telescope to what we had already 
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brought, and I have this day completed our appamtas with 
Parker's great lens, which Captain Afackintosh brought out 
with him on a sjicculation, and which he has been prevailed 
upon to part with on very reasonable terms, foregoing all 
the profit which hh had the prospect of deriving fix>in the sale 
of so valuable and so uncommon an article. As tins lens is 
an object of singular curiosity, it was apprehensive that ii’ 
it fell into tlic hands of the Chinese merchants, and were pre- 
stMitcd throti^i their channel to tlie Kmperor, it might tend 
towards the dispamgement of our 6 ne things, and perhaps be 
imagined to eclipse them. I therofoi;e thought it advisable 
for the public service and the honor of the embassy, to join it 
to the other presents ; and now being possc^s^d-pf Mr. Brown’s 
fine telescope and this cxtraord^pi^fncns, I flatter myself 
wc have no rivalsbips to apnpRnd at Pekin from the ap- 
pearance of any instmmeidf^ a similar kind. 


This evening I sentlfi^fiack Mr. Hiitncr in the Endeavor 
brig, in order to explain to the Mandarines,' whom he 
had seen, a number of particulars relative to our goina on 
shore, and to make inquiry about several things whid)^ it 
is necessaiy for ji to be previously acquainted *^1111. ' 

Eriday, Juhnpth. It rained most violently all the fore- 
noon, and injjw Evening we had for several hours together 
such a serie/^lijo^tnii^ and thunder as 1 never remember 
before: The lightnih^' 'signed to overspreaAftKe whole sky 
with immehsurable sheets m livid flame, a^^panied by con- 
tinued vollics of thunder that resembledUt|le rolling Are of well- 
disciplined troops at a renew. Itlhc sea however remained 
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perfectly smooth and unrutBcd by these concussions of the 
atmosphere, and we rode at single anchor all the lime. 

Saturday, July 27th. A clear fine day. The sun seems 
to rise with new brightness and serenity, after the turbulence 
of the night. I delivered to Sir Erasmus Gower my letter to 
him of this date. 

Sunday, July 28th. Several inferior Mandarines came on 
board, and informed us that every thing was preparing for our 
landing, that g number of boats tvcrc already in waiiinu, 
and that the remainder tvould be down to-morrow. ^Ve 
shifted our birth and removed a little nearer to the l>ar, in 
six fathoms water. Our station was ascertained this day by an 
exact observation to be 38" 511'. north latitude, and 117* 50'. 
cast longitude from Greenwich. The variation of the com- 
pass by an amplitude 27tli July, 1* 29** west, and 28th Juljk 
1" 25". svest. 

The rise of the tides here is eight or nine feet. 'J'hcy «bb 
and flow all round the compass, but the strength of the 
tlood is from S. E. and ebb from N. W. 

Monda}’’, July 29th. Nothing material occurred. 

1’uesday, July 30th. Tltc Endeavor returned and brought 
us all the information we had desired. Some of the Manda- 
rines, having said that they intended to purchase watches 
and swords, when they came on board, seemed a little dis- 
appointed when Mr. Iluttner told them that as we were not 

vor.. II. A ^ 
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luercliants wfc had nothing to sell. It would seem, however, 
from this, that they expect presents of the kind, and un- 
luckily our baggage, where those articles arc, cannot easily 
be come at. I most therefore, / bclii’ve, purchase from 
some of the officers of the Iliudostan a few small things for 
the jmrpose. 

M'cdncsday, July 31st. 'J’lu* wind blowing all day very 
strong from tliq eastward, prevented any boats coming from 
the shore. 

At noon tw’o Mandarines of high nmk, attended by seieu 
large junks, laden with variety of provisions for (mr ships, 
came ailing sitle. 'Jlic profusion of these was so great and 
so much abw^e our wants, that wc were obliged to dceliiie 
accepting the larger part of them. I here insert tlio list- 
twenty bullocks ; one hundred and twenty sheep; one hun- 
dred and twenty libgs ; one hundred fowls ; one hundred 
ducks; one hundred and sixty bags of flour; one luindrctl 
and sixty bags of rice ; fourteen boxes of tartar bread : ten 
chests of tea; ten chests of small rice; ten chests of ri'd 
rice ; ten chests of white rice ; ten chests of tallow c'andles ; 
one thousand water melons ; three thousand musk melons ; 
twenty-two boxes of dried peaches ; twenty-two boxes of 
fruit preserved with sugar ; tw^enty-two boxes of other fruit ; 
twenty-two boxes of ochras; tw'enty-two boxes of other 
vegetables ; forty baskets of large cucumliers ; one thousand 
squash cucumbers ; forty bundles of vegetables ; twenty mca- 
suVes of peas in the pods ; three baskets of earthen wave, or 
cokrse-poTcclainc. 
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Tu truth, the hospitality, attention, and respect which W(‘ 
have exiKiricnced'at Turon, Chmnn, Ten-chou-fou, and here, 
are such as .strangers meet with only in the eabtern part of 
the world. 

'I'lie two chief’ Afandariiies arc called Van-ta-^gin and Chou- 
ta-aiii, f an and C/iou arc' their family names, Ta^gin is the 
title annexed to their rank, and signifies great man. 

1 an-ta-gin Is a wtir hlandarhie, ha.s a peacock’s feather and 
a red coral flourished button on his cap, which is the dintiu- 
gni.shing mark of the second order ; Chou-ta~gin, who wears a 
blue button, which is a degree inferior to the red, is a civilian 
and a man of letters. After a number of compliments and 
civilities in the Chinese manner, we proceeded to basiness, and 
( '/lon-ta-gin wrote down from time to time .such particular.s as 
he. thought necessary. We have settled with them every thing 
relative to our going ashore, the mode of conveying our bag- 
gage and the presents, and the kind and number of vessels 
for the purpose. 1 find it will be a work of four or five 
days at least, before we can leave the ship. 

’riie.se two Alandarines seem to bo intelligent men, frank 
and easy in their address and communicative in discourse. 
'Phey .sat down to dinner with us, and though at first a little 
embarras.sed by our knives and forks, soon got over the dif- 
ficulty, and handled them with notable dexterity and execu- 
tion upon some of the good things they had brought us. 
'Hicy tasted of onr wines of different kinds, and also of our 
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.spirits, fro»ii gin, rum and arrack, to shrub, raspberry and 
cherry, brandy, the latter of Mhicli. seemed to hit their pa- 
Jates it}> preference to the rest; and they shook hands ^'ith 
MS like Jh'ngUshnien at Uieir going away. 'Hwy were umoh 
struck with the appearance dPihe guard, and marines, (which 
were drawn up on the quarter deck to salute them as they 
passed,) listen^ with attention to Our music ; and departed, 
1 believe, very much phrased with our maimer of entertaining 
them. ^I^y were very inquisitive about the presents, and 
when t eit^ined to them their* natuwi, they seemed to think 
them very proper, and requested a list of them to be trans- 
luiltod to. court, which 1 have promised, 

> 

Friday, August 3d. U'his day the junks came from the 
shore along side of the (iindostan, and began to take in tlu* 
articles which are to be caiviod from on board her. A Man- 
darine of the third order, with a blue button on his cap, came 
with them ‘to superintend the business, and stayed till the 
vessel's were loaded. 

Satunlay, August 3d. 'i'he loading coutinue.s, and it is 
ex{)ectcd to be fini.shc<i the day after to^monow. The same 
Mandarine who attended yesterday returned to-day. 

*1 

Sunday, August 4th. llbis day tlio people worked with 
great aiacrity, the loading was completed, and all the bag- 
gage and presents put on board thp largo Junks, to be trans- 
shipped in^ smaller ones,, at Th-cou, in order to be con- 
veyed up tlte dyer to Tofig^mn (within twelve miles of Pekin) 
where the navigation discoirtihucs. 
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71^ Chinese sailors are very strong and work wclf, singing 
and roaring aU the while, but very orderly and well regulated, 
intelligent and ingenious in contrivance and rcsoiurce, each 
of them seeming to understand and exercise his proper share 
of the business and labor going ^rward. 

Ill each vessel were inferior Mandarines who rcctnred tlif* 
articles, and g^ivc accountable notes for them, so that uo loss 
or mistake is likely to bappcii. 

All the Chiiiose whom we have yet seen, fitHn the highe<?t 
to the lowest, have their heads close shaved, except on the 
crown, where the hair is left untouched by the razor, for about 
a couple of inches in diameter, and is suffered to grow to a 
great length, being considered as a very becoming ornament. 
It is always black, and as strong and coarse as horse hair, 
which it much resembles. It is platted in a tress, and falls 
down the back like a Hamillics tpicue. I have seen sonic of 
them a yard long. Those who can afford it wear bonnets of 
bamboo with a re<l silk fringe round them. The lower 
sort have straw hats, but many of them go quite bare* 
headed. 

To-morrow wc shall proceed on shore. From the very dis- 
tinguished reception which we have met with, and from every 
appearance being so mbeh in x>ur favor, X think it will be 
b^t to send the Hindostan to Cfaeusan with fbe Lion (which 
is now so Mdcly that she must get into'the first possiUe safe 
port fbr recruiting her people) in hop^ that We may be able 
to obtain permission for her (tilie Hindostan) to take in a 
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caigo there, by way of a beginning to the expected exten- 
sion of our commerce in China* 

Captain Mackiuto»h himself comes with us to Pekin, and 
X propose to dispatch him” from thence, witli the’ permission, 
if procured, to join his ship at Chousau, and to carry our 
disj)atchcs from thenCe to Bugland, which we flatter our- 
sehes will thcr^lM very interesting. 

MOildayk Angifst 5 tb, 17.^* This day at nine A. M. 
wc left the liion man of war, and embarking in smaller 
vi'sgels, (myself and the gentleuien of the embassy, in the 
Clarence, Jackal!, and Endeavor, the servants, guards and 
other attendants^ trith the baggage, presents, &c. in Chinese 
junks,) proceeded to the, mouth of the Pay-ho river, the dis- 
tance about fifteen miles. 

TIaving a good breeze, and a spring tide in our favour ; 
u'C in a few hours got over the bar^ on wliich we found from 
seven to nine feet of water*— at the bar, and witliin it, the 
water is verje thick and turbid, although between the bar and 
the lion’s Hrtih the .seh was roiharkably gtCen and clear. 

'Ibe coast is’ w, Invir, that it can scai'ccly be seen till you 
approach witliin a couple of miles of it, and is only then tc 
be distinguished by the, bmldlng|,^hich tIsc above it. * On 
entering the river, wc were perl^tly asloni^cd’ and con* 
founded by the inconceivable' number of vessels of all sorts 
with which it was' covered. ’JTic troo]|p were drawn up on 
the southern bank and made a tolerable good appearance. 
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The Haudarines Van-ta-^^n and Chou-ta~gin, who had diucd 
with t (3 on board tlie laoD) now came to visit u<>, and piesscd 
1)3 much to accept their invitation to a hinquct on shore', 
which had been prepared for us; but being a good deal 
fatigued, I declined* it, ahd proceeded up tlic river about a 
mile fmther to tlie yacht provided to convey me to tJic city 
TotigUiou within twelve mika of Pekin. This yacht was 
large, clean, comfortable anc\ convenient ; and here T found 
Mandarines Van-ia-gin and Cliou-ta^gin to welcome me, 
and to inquire whether any thing was farther necessary for 
my accommodation. Similar care and attention seem to have 
been paid to all tlic other gentlemen. I'hc river here appean'd 
to lx? as broad as the 'lliames at Gravesend, with a great 
number of houses on each side built of mud and thatched, a 
good deal resembling the cottages near Christchurch in 
Hampshire, and inhabited by such sv^anns of people, as Jar 
exceeded my most extravagant ideas even of Chinese popu- 
lousness. Amona: those who crowded the banks, we saw se- 
vcml women, who tripped along with such agility, as in- 
duced us to imagine their ft'et had not been cripplotl in the 
usual manner of the Chinese. It is said indeed that this 
practice, especially among the lower sort, is now less frequent 
in the northern provinces than in the others. 'F’hc.sc womea 
arc much weather-beaten but not ill featured, and wear their 
hair (which is universally black and coarse) neatly braided, 
and fastened on the top of tlieir heads with a bodkin. I’hc- 
children are very numerous and mostly stark naked. 'The 
men in general well-looking, well limbed, robust and mus- 
cular. I was so much struck with their appearance, that J 
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could scarcely refrain firom cryidg out with Sliakespear^s Mi- 
ninda in the Tempest : 


Oh wonder I 

llowr many goodly crcatuios ase them hem* 

How beautoout mankind U I oh bnve new worid 
That has amh pMpk in it> 

, ' 

Tuesday, 6th August, 1793. Early this morning provisions 
ibr the day were distributed with great order and rcgulari^^ 
an4 in vast abun^nce, among all the different departments 
of the embassy : and ^on after, several Mandarines of high 
rank came to visit me, and to inform me that the Tson-to;/, 
or viceroy of tlie province of Pe<he~H, whose usual residence 
is at Pao-ting^/oUf one hundred miles distant, was arrived 
here, having been sent by the emperor to compliment me 
on my entrance into his dominions, -and to g^ve proper orders 
upon the occasion. At eight A. M. I went on shore accom- 
panied by Sir George Staunton, his son and our interpreter, 
passing from my yacht over a teiiipomry wooden bridge, 
erepted for this purpose, covered with mats, and having rails 
on each side decorated with scarlet silk. Here wc found 
palaiiciuimt prepared for us, which are neat light chairs, made 
of bamboo, and, covered with satin, and carried by four stout- 
fellows, 1!Wo of them before and two of them behind. In 
these we set out, escorted by a troop of horse, for i/y-cAin- 
miao, or the Temple of the Sea-god, where the viceroy had 
taken up his quarters ; and though the distance was near a 
mile, yet the same men carried us at a pretty smart pace, 
the whole way, without resting. Before the gates of the 

8 
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teuiplo, were several tents pitched, of various colors, white, red 
and blue (but the latter seemed to predominate) having each 
a distinguishing pendant, and before them wecc drawn up 
several oompanios of soldiers with sabres in their hands (no 
fire arms) and dressed in a uniform of blue stuff or cotton, 
lat'od with a broad red galoon. Besides the troop of horse 
whirli escorted us, there was another body of cavalry attend- 
ing at the temple, each cavalier having a bow and *a quiver 
of arrows, but no sword nor pistols. 

Ihe viceroy received us at the gateVith distinguished 
politeness and an air of cordiality, and led us into a great 
saloon which was soon filled by his officers and attendants, 
from whence, after drinking tea,’ we removed to another 
apartment, to which we passed through a spacious square 
court, each side of which was formed by magnificent build- 
ings, nmeh resembling those in my book of Chinese draw? 
ings. The ornaments were so brilliant and so diversified, 
that 1 at first imagined them to be of woOif, painted and 
highly varnished but, on a, nearer inspection, 1 found them 
to be of porcelain and tiles of various molds and colors. 
Though tlie Chinese arcliitecture is totally unlike any other, 
and most of its comlnnations and proportions contradictory 
to ours, yet its general effect is good, and by no means dis- 
pleasing to the eye. 

' , i 

We now entered upon business. Tlie viceroy began by 
many compliments and enquiries about our liealth,^and 
mu(^ of the Bmperoi's satisfaction at our dtiival, and 
of his wish to see us at Gehol in Tartary (where* the court ' 
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uhvayj» resides at this season) as soon as possible. To these 
<-ivilities wq-naado the proper returns of com])liraent, and then 
informed thb viceroy that the train of theemba3sy consisted of 
.so many persous» and that. the presents for the emperor ancf 
our oWn baggage, irere so nupierousy and took up so much 
i^m, lliat wc should require very spacious quarters at 
Pekin : llmt as we tbuikd It was the emphror* s wish fot us to 
proceed, to Cohol, Mrd $hbuld prepme ourselves accordingly ; 
but that wo slibhld it necessary to leave a great part of 
the pre^nts dt Pokihi as many of them coiild not be trans- 
ported by Jdnd’ ttS such a distance^ without being greatly 
damaged, if not totally destroyed. Wc explained to him 
the high coinplimbnt inteinded by .the first sovereign of the 
western world, to thd sovoreigii of the east, by sending the 
present embassy, and' honied it would be attended with all 
the good e:||:pected from it. Tbat as it was equally iny 

j^luty and inclination to promote these views to the utmost of 
my powjfer, I requested the vjccroy would be so kind as to give 
me such information and advice as.mighl enable me to render 
myself and my business as acceptable to the emperor as 
possible. I also mentioned to him, that as the Lion and the 
other ships that 'came with me were very sickly, and stood 
in need ad hospital , and of refreshmeuts on shore Rir the 
accommedatioof recovery of their people, it would be 
necessary Cower to be furnished with a 

diploma* by virtue* of which he'" i^ght be estitkd to those 
advantaj^', alt such porl^ as hp might find ^^pst ^nvement 
to repair to on'the coast bf China, or Chevsan, ■ 

fipr the advancing sWson required his .liq^e^dy departure out 
of < the gulph of Fc-clie-h*. 
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It h impossible to dosciibe the ease, politeness, ami 
dignity of the viceroy during the >^hole coutiTcnee, the 
aU<’ntiott nith which he glistened to our requests, and the 
4inaftected manner in whiclx he expressed his' compliance 
, with them. Witli regard to the ships, imagining their 
stores must liavc been exhausted^ in so long a voyage, he 
ofleivd to supply them with tvtolve months provisions im- 
mediately. 1 hope this does not /orehode his wbhes for our 
s])cedy departure. lie is a very fine old man, of seventy- 
eight years of age, of loyr stature* with small sparkling 
ry«'s, a bcuign aspect, a long silver beard, and the whole of 
his appearance calm, venerable, And Signified.' 

" During the course of this vbit, I was particularly struck 
with the apparent kindness and condescension with which 
the people of rank here s})eak to, and treat their inferiors 
and lowest domestics. 

When we returned to our yachts we found a most magni- 
ficent and plentiful dinner prepared for us, which had been 
sent as a present by the xiceroy. 

Wednesday, August 7tli. ISarly this morning Van^ta^frUt 
came to vbit me, and said it was the intention of fixe vice- 
roy to wait upon' nie at ten o’clock A. M. J^e fiieii turned 
the discourse upon thc' viceroy’s great age/^d' debility of 
body, which, however, he said would, iidt'{>revcnt him from 
paying his compliments to me in perdxrr, alihou^x i% would 
^ attended with great inconvcnieitce to him,, to' wdk from 
dhe shore over the wooden bridge to my yacht, descent 
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from the bank bcinj^very steep, and not quite safe for a 
feeble old man : I immodiatcljr saw what ho was driving at, 
and therefore told him that I should be very sorry to be tlie 
occasion of the vicemy’s risking either his person or his 
health for the sake of & of ceremony; as for other 
points of ceremony, I ^yi|s unacquainted with the Chinese 
customs inyselfi but aa- the viceroy knew them perfectly, 
1 was sure be, would dpijinr^rd to them, whatever was 
right, and which the emperor would most approve of doing. 
Upon ^lis Yathia-gin Itaid, that the Viceroy would come in 
his pdanquin to the end of the bridge, and send in his 
visiting •tick^ to me, and hoped I would consider it the 
same as if he had come 'across the bridge in person into my 
yacht. J repeated, what I had said before, and told him t 
left all the matter entirely* to the viceroy himself. He seemed 
to go away very well pieced, and at ten o^clock the vice- 
roy capie in great state with the parade of guards, and a 
very numerpns attendance of Mandarines and officera, who, 
as soon as his palanquin was set down, all dismounted from 
their horses, knd kneeled ' down to pay him their obeisance. 
He sent an, officer with his visiting paper, which is a laige 
sheet sevei:^ ^tioies doubly, .paiqted icd, and inscribed 
with the.ownafs tiilos in lar^ characters, and which my. 
interpreter reeeifedi. from him. This business being per- 
form^ the vj^eitoy yejtumed to his quarters in the same 
cerqpro^, an^ m4cr with which he came. The next 
day was chicly employed ia preparing fo^*our. departure, 
and arranj^g the ordm* of out .progress. In tins we were 
ttssisted tyr the difierent Haudariues appointed to attend us, 
with a regularity, alertness, and dispatch that appeared 



TO'THU' leMPEROR OF CHINA. 189 

perfectly ^ wonderful. Indeed the mdchinery and authority 
of the Chinese goveinmeut^jlue^sQ^organized, and so power- 
ful, as almost immediately ’surmount every difficulty, 
and to produce every e6feot ’ that huihan strength .can iic. 
compiish. The gentlemen of the^ embassy, the servants, 
artists, musicians, and guards, tc^tlier^ with tlie presents 
and baggage, were embarked on thirty-seven yachts, or 
junks, each yaclit having a flag flying at her mast-head tO 
distinguish her rank, and ascertain her station in the pro- 
cession. There Avas besides a great number of other boats 
and vessels of various sorts for the Mandarines and officers 
who Avcrc allotted to our service, and who amounted to near 
one hundred, of diiferent degrees, wearing the red, blue, 
white, and yellow buttons by which their respective qualities 
are denoted. 

Friday, August Plh. This morning I dispatched Mr. 
Proctor in the Endeavor from the river. He was offiiged to 
take back with him the two Macao missionaries, Hanna 
and Lamict, svithout their having ever come ashore. We’- 
found indeed that if they accompanied us to Pekin, thciy 
wpuld be considered as belonging to the embassy, |ub^ 
obliged to depart with it, whereas their intention is to ^ter 
the emperor^b service, and to remain the rest of ,their liv^in 
China, like the other missionaries. At noon tbe gcbgs or 
copper drums began to beat with a most deafening noise, ai^ 
gave the signal for all being ready for departure. In kil 
tiian 'an hour our whole fleet was unfler sail,, and wo'^INm-* 
cceded up the river with a good breeze, and flowing.tide, at 
tlie rate of.about four miles per hour- 
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Suiulay, Augml 1 J th. 'J'his morning wc anived at the cil y 
ol’ Tien-shg, It is about oiglitj nalcs distant bj water froiii 
the mouth of tluj river, but only forty-five by land. Hero 
the viceroy had arrived the night before, in order io reeeive 
us, and here wewere met by Chin-ta-^in, a Tartar ISlundarinc 
in Iiigli oflicc at tliis place, who was stilcd the cniperoi> le- 
gate, having been deputed togcllior with Van-fa-s'hi and 
Chou-tn-gin to accompany us from hence to (lehol, tlic vice- 
roy s age and infimiities disabling him from any fatiguing 
service. Our yachts stopped almost in the middle of the 
town, before tlie viceroj’s pavilion. On the opposite tpia\' 
close to the water was ere.cted for this occasion a very spa- 
cious and magnificent thoati’c adorned and cmbcllislicd with 
the usual brilliancy of Chinese decorations and scenery, wIkti' 
a corhpany of actors exhibited a vaiiety of drauias and pan- 
tominos during several hours, almost without intermission. 
Both* sides of the river were lined for near a mile in length 
with the troops of the jfi:arris5u, all in uniform, aceoinpauicd 
by innumerable flags, standards and jjcndants, by the clan- 
gor of various instruments of warlike music. At noon J dis- 
embarked w‘ith all the gentlemen of the embassy, and my 
w’holc train of servants, musicians, and guards. 1 was li.'- 
ceived at my landing by the viceroy and the legate, and * 
conducted to their pavilion, where as soon a* we were seated, 
the convcrsalioa. began, and continued for some time in the 
same ge^ncral strain of mutual compliments and professions, 
as our former one at Ih/’^hin-^iiao. We then dcsccu<led to 
particulars, aqd after a very long discussion, during w'hieh I 
easily discovered a j>erverse and unfriendly disposition in the 
legate towards all our concerns, and which stnu’k me the more 
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forcibly, when contrasted with the urbanity and <;raf i()usness 
of Ins superior the viceroy. It at last was hoLtlcd 
should proceed upon the river up to Toug-siouy a city within 
twelve miles of Pekin, which would take us up sevou da vs, 
and consequently can'y us to the cightecntli of August, rrom 
Tong-siou wo were to travel the rest of pur journey by land, 
but we should probably be detained at that place for several 
days, on account of the trouble of removing tlic presents and 
baggage out f)f the l)oats, of procuriug porteis and carriages for 
their conveyance, and a variety of other arrangements neces- 
sary to be made for the accommodation of the embassy jnv- 
\ious to our settlement in the capital. I calculated that thus 

e should scarcely be able to reach Pekin sooner tjitm the 20th, 
and that \vc should then ro<pnrc at least ten days to ix'pose 
oui-srlvcs, to settle my family, to separate the presents and 
prepare for our liirther journey into Tartary, whieh I supt 
post'd w'c might be able to begin about the 5th September, 
'file pliuietariuin, the globes, the great lens, the lustres, the* 
clocks and some other articles, 1 declared my intention of 
leaving behind at IVkin, and expressed my wishes of- .taking 
with me such of the other presents only as wcfc not likely 
siilfer by a long land carriage. The journey from Pekin to 
( ichol would not exceed seven or eight days at most, go tbat we 
might expect to reach the emperor's cou rt, some before 

his birth-day, which we understood was to fall pn, the 17ih. 
of September. 

According to these ideas* which seticned to be approved of, 
I took my measures, but to my great surprise, soon after 
the legate, who now began to come forward wiUi an air oi' 
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grrator iiuportuncc, took up the subject of our conversation 
ane\v» started objections to some parts of the arrangements, 
and pressed me very urgent I3' to let all the presents go to 
Gehol at once. I told him that nothing could be more agree- 
able to me than to ucconnnodate myself to his ideas, but that 
from the nature and mechanism of several of the prof-ents 
(which I explained to him) it would be impossible to transport 
them in the manner he wished without irrepm-ablc damage. 
Of my reasons he seemed to ' ave no comprehension, but 
adhered to^his own opinion, and added, that he bclic\cd the 
emperor would insist on having uU the presents carried to 
Gehol and delivered at the same time. 1 answered him, that 
the emperor was certainly omnipotent in China, and might 
dispose of every thing in it as he pleased, but that as the 
articles which T meant to leave at l*ekin would certainly be 
totally spoiled, if managed according to his notions, 1 re- 
quested' he would take them entirely into his own handS) for 
*thal I must Jbe excused from presenting any thing in an im- 
perfect or damaged state, as being unworthy of his Britan- 
nieje J^esty tor give and of his Chinese Majesty to receive. 

iThis oopsideration startled him and, together with the 
Ticeroy‘s opinion, who pcrJcctly comprehended and felt my 
reasoning, indac!ei| him to recede, and to acquiesce in the 
first arrangement ; ’but I could not avoid feeling great dis- 
qmet and apprehension from this untoward disposition, so 
early manifested by the legate. 

Having now adjusted this matter, we took ,our leave and 

returned to our yachts, where a magnificent dinuet was sent 
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to us by the viceroy, with wine, fruits, sweetmeats, &c. to- 
gether with presents of tea, silk, and muslins, not only for 
myself and gentlemen of my train, but even for all the 
servants, mechanics, musicians, and soldiers. Although of 
no great value,, they were accompanied with many oblig- 
ing expressions and compliments, that we received them in 
the manner which we thought most like|y tO' please the 
person who made them, especially as his whole d^{y^rtment 
to us had been so handsome and satisfactory ; and as he was 
to proceed djrectly to Gehol, where, no doubt, he would . 
iinuiediatcly give an account of us to the emperor, and we 
tlatteted ourselves, from our conduct, that it would not be to 
our disadvantage. 

During the evening we received many visits from the 
principal JVfandarines of Tien^mg, and tKc neighbourhood. 
They scorned to examine every tiling belonging .to us, our 
dress, our Ixioks, our furniture, with great curiosity and 
attention; were very inquisitive, lively, and talkative, and 
totally voiil of that composure, gravity, and seriousness, 
which wc had been taught to believe constituted a part of 
the Cliincsc cliaractcr. 

This evening 1 received two jtetters from Mt..Ovammont. 
a missionary at' Pekin; bfilipftng me his servf^^'lhlfd caution- 
ing me against * a 'PetluplM^ missionary says, has 
been appointed inteippsfc to' the eo^hi^y.* ' We received 
no infomiatioD'of this kind from^tlSl^ii^foy, the or 

Van^ta»gw, or. Chou-ta-^ih ; hdivdver, ’ without tkking no- 
tice of it, or shewing that I knew it, 1 seised the first occa- 
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sion <t) request that ve might be allowed, when we arrived afe 
JVkin, to selcet one of the Kuropean missionaries, in the 
cm |>cror's service, to attend us, and assist us in our aifairs, 
whose language we are acquainted with. They promised to 
write to court on the sutyect, and said they ^d no doubt of 
success. 

The ipty Tieti’iing is ortc of the largest in the empire ; 
1 tliink its ^tfnt along the river cannot be less than from 
, Milbank to Limehouse ; dong the quays on each side are 
many coi^picuOus buildings, ctiiefly temples, warcliouscs, 
magaaines, and public edifices. Ihe private houses make 
no great figure, and present only a dead wall to th aaggig! 
for all the windows Jodt into the courts witliin. Tfiepopula- 
tion is said to exceed seven hundred thousand souls. Tlie 
crowds o^people (males only) whom wc observed, both on 
.shore and in the boats on the river, were quite astonishing, 
'i'he nmnliers of vessels of difierenl^ jkhids were no less so; 
they certainly must amount to many thousands. Several of 
them are of great duse^ from one himdred to one hundred and 
sixty feet long, though seldom more than twenty-five feet 
broad. huiltvery strong, of the shape of a long 

flat-bottomed curved upwards at each end, but the 

poop considerajdy^li^$af’i^n the .prow, and projecting a vast 
way behind the s^empi^, ^hich tlius appears almost in the 
middle of the vqssd. ^i'he ^foils arc Of or of cotton, 
made like>_lan to fol4 Up with bamllQO-'^^ioks and, when 
required to be set, arc drawn up fjl^^p ck with great 
' labor (for they are ignorant of the double pulley) 

by rings or hoops of rattan round the mast, which is of one 
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sticky and of enormous tbickucssy and which, having no 
shrouds, is supi>ortcd by a stout stop in the kelson below, 
' and by strong wedges driven in at the partners above. Tlie 
depth of" the bold Ifrqm the deck is only eleven feet, and the 
draft of water about five dr 'six 'feet. These vtissels frequently 
make considerable voyages along shore’, tiuding to Lic’-chou- 
foiu Ten-chou-foUi Lhnpo, an^ even to Canton ; but 

an*. fre(iucntly wrecked and lost upon the coasts, from the 
oxfraojdinary ignorance of the Chinese in the art of naviga- 
•tion; for although above two hundred and fifty years arc 
elapsed since they have been acquainted with Europeans, 
and though they sec and admire our ships, and our seaman- 
ship, yet have they never, iu the slightest point, imitated our 
iiio<le of buildiug, or maiucuvres, but obstinately and invari- 
sibly adhere to tlic autient customs and clumsy practice of 
their ignorant ancestors ; and this negligence is the more ex- 
traordinary, as thciv is i\o country where naval skill is more 
requisite ; for the interior provinces are all connected by in- 
numerable canals, rivers, and lakes, and the maritime ones 
arc chiefly subsisted by the fislicry. They have no forcstafl', 
sextant, octant, or quadi'anl, or other iustruincnt for taking 
the Jjititudc ; neither dp they make u.se of any luglinc to 
ascertain their run ; the only directions they have are their 
soundings and compass, and their gue$<iof the. distance from 

headland to headland. 

* 1 

» ' n * ^ 

About the middle of the tpwn tUe.^er '4iWdcs ; the branch, 
which we h^ve ascended, fiows'ilhxttwt diic dast, tbb other 
takes a southern direction. •, Our ’course Is on the main strciun 
JT.W. which we are to pursue without stoi)ping, excc()t for 
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a .short lime to make visits, and to receive the provisions of 
OUT tables, which arc regularly distributed every day early in 
the morning. 

4 * 

Monday, August 12th. 'Hiis morning we arrived at Yong- 
Swin. I'hc li^e comes no higher up ‘than to this place, 
which is thirty>thrce miles from Tien<-Sing^ and from hence 
our yachts are drawn up a^inst the stream by trackers on 
shore. Ittere are usually ibortcen or fifteen men to each 
yacht, so that the number now employed by us amounts to» 
upwards of fire hundred. The people engaged in this ser- 
vice are comely and strong made, but renmrkalmy round- 
shouldered, owing, 1 suppose, to their mode of labor. 
They appear to be coppcr-colored from their constant ex- 
posure to the sun; but they are naturally fair, as wc ob- 
served, when they strippedT to plunge into the water. As 
in summer they go naked from the waist upwards, their 
complexion is of course very dark, but in the parts below, 
where they are usually clothed, it is not so. We arc much 
troubled with musquitos or gnats, and other insects, among 
which is a phalsna or rootl))/»r a ^ gigantic size*,' not** ites*' 
than a humming bird, and we arelyWd day and night! 
the noise of a sort of Cicada which\ in the sedgf bant th&* 
and is very" obstii^^rous. Its m\ ws not of the voW^l 
kind* as I at first imagined, but semi p be occasioned^ 
a strong oscillation of the wings, wm W^ey ar|[loAl;uiate with 
the dorsal vertebra *. The country » side of the 

* upon fitrdier enquiry I mytelf tnhtalcen, ad4 that this chirping is pro- 
duced by the motion of two Baps, or hmelUif which cover die abdomen. It is the 

signal or invkation ot the male bisect to alluK the female, which latter is quite 
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Vay~h<t^ is quite fiat and subject to inundations^ the incon* 
veniencles of which ai*e guarded against by different precau- 
tions. In some places great bastions of cut stone (oranitc) 
are built at particular reaches of the river to resist the Hoods ; 
at otliers, the banks arc bordered by causeways of the same 
material for a considerable length, with sluices at pro{)ci 
distances to let off the water, which is then distributed with 
great care and impartiality for tine improvcnicut of the 
neighbouring grounds. What we principally observed 
growing here were, Indian corn; the llolcus sorguiu, or 
Barbados millet ; the panicum Italicum, or small yellow mil- 
let; the panicum inilliaccum, another sort of millet; anew 
kind of phaseolus, or kidney beau ; several varieties of rice, 
cucumbers, water melons, apples, pears, plums, and 
peaches, but very few timber-trees, and those only willows, 
but of a ^ery large size. Famines often happen in this part 
of the province, arising sometimes from want of niin ; and 
sometimes from the depredations of locusts. ' On these 
occasions robberies are frequent, and not to be repressed by 
all the power of government ; but as they arc only <‘oni- 
niitted through absolute hunger and necessity, .so they 
usually cease at the return of plenty. 

Tuesday, August 13th. Some of the provisions wiuch were 
brought for us this morning ^being found tainted (which v, as 


mute and unprovided with those orgaos of courtship. These insects nestle in the. 
long fedge, and ofmn idt ppon trees. It would seem that in this contUrp every 
t hing that has life » multiplied to the highest degree, for so numerous is this ootsv 
face, that we wen almost deafened by thdr incessant tintamarre. 
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not to be wondered at, considering the extreme heat of the 
neathcr, Favenheit^s thcrinomctcr being at 83“) the su- 
perintending Mandarines were instantly deprived of their 
buttons, and all their servants banibooed, before we knew 
auy thing of the matter. So sudden and summary is the ad- 
ministration of justice here. As soon as we saw 
and Chou-ta-gin, we interccdetl in favor of the degraded delin- 
quents ; but though we were heard with great attention, and 
received very Haltering answers, we easily perceived that no 
indulgence or relaxation of discipline was to be exjiec'led on 
sucii occasions. 

Wednesday, August 14th. This luomiug wc passed by a 
very beautiful building on the north bank of the river. It 
is a pleasure house erected for the emperor's acconnnotlation 
in his progi’esscs through this country.— The roof is covcied 
with a sort of yellow tiles which, w’hcu the sun plays upon 
them, shine like burnished gold. 

To day wc had pleasant cool weather, flying clouds fre- 
quently obscuring the sky, but never descending in rain ; 
travelling here would be agreeable enough, werc it not for 
the confounded noise of the copper drums, which the people 
on the forecastle arc p»*rpcUially ratxling upon. This wc arc 
told is meant as d compliment, and to do us honor, but I 
observe thatnt serv'es glso as a signal of directioii'to regulate 
the motions of the accompanying yachts. 

* 

Tlmrsday, August 15th. We now observed uith great 
pleasure some picturesciue blue ^mountains at thirty or forty 
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miles distance. They contribute a good d(;al to enliven our 
j)rospcct$, which have hitherto been confined to the level 
iinifbrniity of the circumjacent country. 

We found the 'river here considerably swelled by the laic 
rains in 'I’artary, where it takes its rise, and the floods ex- 
tended so far over the banks, that the trackers of our yachts 
were usually up to their middle in the water. Durmg the 
greater part of tlic passage, our conductors Chiii-fa-ght the 
legate, together with Van-ta-^gin and Cliou-ia-gin, visited me 
almost every day ; but this morning they came with an ap- 
pearance of more formality tlian usual. Their business was 
to acepraint me, that the em|)cror was much [deasetl with the 
accounts Avhich he heard of us, and that he was disposed to 
let all our arrangcmonls take pUice, as wc had proposed : 
'J’hat ho had ordered two houses to be pivparcd for us, one 
, in the city of Pekin, and the otlier in the country about six 
miles from it, near th(! emperor’s palace at Yuen-miit-ifuen : 
’Fhat w'c might chusc which we liked best, but that they 
believed w’C should prefer the one in the country, because of 
its gardens and its neigh boui'hood to Yuen-miiM/ttai : That 
after we had Ixien presented, and had assisted at the cere- 
mony of tiic emperor's birth-day at Gchol, it was intended 
wc should immediately return to the capital, and that the. 
emperor himself would soon follow us. They added that as 
our stay in I’artary would- be very short, tliey wished us not 
to carry the field pieces aftd howitzers wiih’iis, 'whicn, wc had 
told them, made a part of our preshnt^, as -there would not 
be rime- or opportunity therd to ’tixdrdse of e.\hibil them. 
They then introduced the subject of the court ceremonies, with 
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n degree of art, address aud insinaation that I could not avoid 
admiring. Tlicy began by turning the conversation upon 
the different modes of dress that prevailed among different 
nations and, after pretending to examine our’s particularly, 
seemed to prefer their own on account of its being loose and 
free fioni ligatuies, and of its not imj[)eding or obstructing the 
genuflexions* and prostrations which were (they. said) cus- 
tomary to be made by all persons, whenever the emperor 
appeared in public. They therefore apprehended much in- 
convenience to us frem our Jcncc-buckles and garters, aud 
hinted to us that it would be better to disencumber ourselves 
of them, before we should go to court. I told them that 
they need not be uneasy about that circumstance, as 
I supposed whatever ceremonies were usualij|r^fe Chinese 
to perform, the emperor ivould prefer nfjll^^ing him the 
same obeisance which I did to iny «fwn sovereign. They 
said Uiey supposed the ceremonies in both countries must be . 
nearly alike, that, in China the form was to kneel down upon 
both knees and make nine prostrations or inclinations of the 
head to the ground, and that it never had bccii and never 
could be dispensed with. I, told them that our’s was some- 
what different, and that though I had the most earnest de- 
sire to jlo every thing that might be agreeable to the em- 
peror^, ray first doty must be to do what might be agreeable 
to my own king; but that if they were really in earnest in 
objecting to my following the etiquette of the English court, 
I should deliver to them my reply in writing, as soon as I 
arrived at Pekin, llrey then talked of the length and dangers 
of our voyage, and said that as we hi^ colne to such a dis- 
tance from home, our king would naturally be anxious for 
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our return, and that the emperor did not mean to hunt thia 
antumn as usual, but to remove witli liis court very early to 
Pekin on purpose that we might not be delayed. I told 
Iheni that his Imperial Majesty would judge iVoiu the King’s 
letter, and from my representations, what was expected 
from me at my return to Kngland, and what time would h.,j 
huliicient to enable me to transact the business I was cliarg,j, 
with, and to describe to my sovereign the glory and virt'^jj,, 
of the emperor, the power and splendor of his empire, 
wisdom of his laws and moral institutes, tlic fame of 
winch had already readied to the most distant regions. 

% 

I was then asked wdictlicr I had brought any presents to 
emperor from myself, besides those from the king, 'I'hi 
nest ion disconcerted me not a little: however I replied, 
w ilhout iicsitation, that 1 had brought a chariot, which was 
indeed (as it ought to be) much inferior in value to those sent 
by the king, yet being of a different form, and remarkably 
elegant of its kind, 1 hoped the emperor would condescend 
to accept it from me. I added, that I flattered myself I 
should have some oUicr present to offer him at New Vear’s 
JDay, meaning to impress Uiera with an idea that 1 expected 
to be allowed to stay beyond that period ; for all along, ever 
since our departure from TUn-singt I have entertained a 
suspicion, from a variety of hints and circumstances, that 
the customs and policy of the Chinese would not allow us a 
very long residence among them. In all the different visits 
^nd conferences that have passed between us and our cou- 
<luctors, I observe, ;^ith great concern, a settled prejudire 
against the jjmbassy in e-gin, the legate, though often 
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jittenij>tcd to bo roiicoalcd by him under extravagant cinn- 
|)1nncnt:» and prolcssiom*. I have taken great painb to con- 
ciliate him ; but I suspect he is not of a couciliable naturc>. 
With regard to f'an-fn-gin and C/iou-ta-giii, I think we have 
inlcrcstv'd them much in our favor; when we have had oppor- 
juitic's of conv'ci'sing with them in the absence of the legate* 
g>y hav<' scarcely disguised their sense of the emperors 
tcjtiality to the Tartars in preference to his Chinese subjects, 
ar do they seem jnueh to like their colleague the legate, 
cio is a 'J’artnr, and whom they consider as a sort of crazy, 
lorose man ; but who, being the first in the cotniuission, 
las the exclusive privilege of (u>rres|)ouding with the court 
pon our affairs. They said that vve seemed very early to have 
useovered hks character, and that they admired us much 
/'for the complaisance and patient attention of our deport- 
ment towards him. 

Tuesday, August l6th. 'nds day at half after six, P. IVF, 
we arrived at the suburbs of Tong-simt^ where (our naviga- 
tion being now ended) we quitted our yacht!?, and went on 
shore ; but before 1 proceed fai'thcr, 1 must set down a few 
particulars which have stmek me, lest, in the multiplicity of 
things before me, they should slip fnjrn my memory ; indeed, 
observations ought always to be written upon the spot ; if 
mad<; afterwards upon the ground of recollection they ar/' 
apt to vary their hue considerably. 

. In the whole course of the river from Tojig-siou to the sca^ 
there is not, at present, a single penq|inent bridge, nor is 
there a bridge of any other kind whatsoever, except one of 
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boats at Tien-singj winch is occasionally opened or removed 
lor the passage of vessels. I observed, however, this morn- 
ing, about a dozen miles before we arrived here, the remains 
of a noble arch of ^lid masonry, and near it were several 
ruins of walls and bnildings, as if some considerable city had 
I’ormci’ly stood there, 'llic whole country, which we passed 
through, was, as far as we could sec, cultivated with uncom- 
mon mjutness and industry. V AVe arc told, however, that the 
agriculture here is very inihriof to what is practised in many 
other provinces. 

'I’he number of villages is wonderful, and the population 
almost incredible. Not a day passed that: we did not meet 
or overUike many hundreds of vessels, laden with merchandize, 
and the produce of the neighbourhood, and crouded with 
such multitudes of owners and passengers, as left it aImo.st 
doubtful, Avliethcr the inhabitants on the water did not equal 
those upon the land. Dtiring one of the visits that passed 
between us a iid bur conductors, they turned the. discourse 
upon our dominions in llengal, and affirmed that .some 
English troops from thence had lately given assisUincc to the 
insurgents in 'Phibet. I was very much startled Avith this 
inlclligfmcc, but instantly told them, that the thing was 
impossible, aiid that I could take upon me to coiitradict it 
in the most decisive rimnner. It came out, on ftirthcr con- 
versation, that the emperor's troops had met with a check 
on the Avcstcni bordere, Avhieh was so unexpected, that they 
could account for it no otheVAvise tlian by supposing their 
enemies to be supported or assisted by Euroiieaiis, and fhey 
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pretended tliat several persons with hats bad been particu- 
larly remarked in one of tlie engagements — I hope that by 
the manner in which I tinted this intelligence, any ill im- 
pression which sQch a report might occasion to onr prejudice 
will have been done away. X*erbaps it was merely a feint 
or artifice to sift me, and try to -discover onr force, or our 
vicinity to their frontiers; and ! mn the more disposed to 
think so, because a day oViijJwq after, on resuming the suh- 
icct, they asked me whetlicr the English at Bengal would 
;][ssist the Emperor against the rebels in those parts. As I had 
told them bcf<wc, that one of ftjo reasons why the story could 
not be true was the distance of our possessions from the 
'scene of action, their question seemed calculated to Catch 
me ; for if> from eagerness or complaisance, 1 had an- 
swered in the afSrmative, they would have concluded against 
my sincerity, because if our troops could come thither to tlio 
assistance of the emperor’s troops, tlicy could equally have 
come to the assistance of the enemies. 

A 

Our yachts have been all along the passage most plenti- 
fully supplied with provisions, China wine, fruits, and vege- 
tables of various kinds, and served with great sedulity and 
attention. At all the military stations wc passed (which were 
very numerous) the soldiers were turned out with their colors 
and music, and if it happened in the night, with the addition 
of illuminarions and fireworics. Whatever liftle articles wc 
seemed to want wc were immediately supplied with, and no 
entreaties could priivail for our being allj|jycd to purchase 
them. The most refined politeness and sly good breeding 
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app^ared^ ixt the behaviour of all those Mandarines vrith 
whom we had any connection ; but although wc found an 
immediate- acquiescence in words, with every thing wc 
seemed to propose, yet, in fact, some ingenious pretence 
or plausible Direction was usually invented to disappoint us. 
Tims when wc desired to make little excursions from our 
boats into the towns, or into the country, to visit any object 
that struck us as we went along, our wishes were seldom 
gratified ; the refusal or evasion was however attended with ’ 
so much profession, artifice, and conapliment, that wc giew*" 
soon reconciled and even amused with it. We have indeed 
been very narrowly watched, and all our customs, habits, 
and proceedings, even of the most trivia! nature, observed 
with an inquisitiveness and jealousy which surpassed all that 
we had read of iu the history of China ; but we endeavoured 
always to put the best face upon every thing, and to pre- 
serve u perfect serenity of countenance upon all occasions. 

1 therefore shut my eyes upon the flags of our yachts, on 
which were inscribed, ** TAc English ambassador bringing 
tribute to the emperor of Chinaf and have made no com- 
plaint of it, reserving myself to notice it if a proper oppor- 
tunity ofiei's. 

Saturday, August 17tlu We shall be obliged tp. remain 
some days at Tong-shut in order to land tbe pi^ents and our 
baggage from the yachts, and to put them in proper order 
for carriage to Fwc«-w/»-yii^»,,whith<ap it is meant Uiatwc 
should go directly without stopping at Pekin. ProHtn Tmg- 
siou to Pekin, the distance is twelve miles, and from Pekin 
to Yuen-min-puen aboiit seven. 
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The presents and baggage were lodged in two great pan- 
dais built for the purpose in the suburbs near the liver. Kadi 
of them was two hundred and seven feet long, and thirteen 
feet broad, thirteen feet from tlic ground to (he rafter or wall 
plate, and •thirteen feet from the ground to the middle angle 
of the roof. Tlie materials weite strong bainboos, and close 
matting impervious. to the rain; between the pandals was 
a jiassage or streOt of ft>fty-two feet wide : the wliolc w.k 
shut up with gates at each end, ^ards posted there, and 
placards stuck up forbidding any persbn from approaching 
the place with fife.* These pandals' were erected in a very 
few hours. Evei^ thing belonging to us was landed from 
tliirty-sevcn vessels^* in less than one day. Such expedition, 
strength and activitjr fdr'lhc relpoval of so gi’eat a number 
of packages^ many of which were ot enormous weight, awk- 
ward shaped and cumliersome carriage, in a few hours, 
cannot, T believe, be paralleled or procured in any other 
country than Cliina, ’where every thing is at the instant com- 
mand of the state, and where the most laborious tasks 
are undertaken and executed with a readiness and even a 
chearfidness which one would scarcely expect to meet with 
in so despotic a government; Chinese seem able to 
lift and remove .almost any weight by multiplying the power; 
thus they fasten' to the sides of the load twe strong bamboos, 
if two arc not sufildent, tliey cross them with two others, and 
so proceed, quadrating and decus^ting the n^chme, and ap- 
plying more bearers, tUl they can master and ^ry it with ease. 

Our quarters wait in the suburbs of tlie city at a Miao 
or temple, consisting of several courts and spacious apait- 



TO TriE EMPEROR OF CHINA. 207 

niftnts. Here we were all very commodiously lodged during 
the time we stayed, and as usual supplied abundantly with 
whatever we had f>ceasion for. 

'lids Temple or Miao was founded by a munificent bigot; 
bOinc centuries ago for twelve bonzes, and endowed with con- 
siderable revenues. 'J’he sanctum sanctorum ibnns but a small 
])art of the building, and is solely appropriated to the worship 
of llio images of I*o and his subaltern deities. The rest is a kind 
ol* rliouUry or caravanscia, where travellers of rank are lodged 
in their journeys tlirough this place upon public service. My 
train was so numerous that we took up almost Uie whole of 
the Temple; only one bonze remained in it to watch over the 
lamps of the shrine— all the rest removed po another temple 
in the neighbourhood. The Chinese government, (I speak in a 
geiu'ral sense of those who administer the government,) though 
all under one oiimipotent head, have, in fact, no national 
established state religion. They. leave the people to follow 
the accidental superstition of their education and places of 
nativity ; but wisely obviate tire mischiefs that might arise 
from it, as much as possible, by turning it to public utility, 
by quartering useful subjects upon useless devotees, by frus- 
ttaiin.g the intention, Avithout ibrbiddiiig the practk’c, of 
mortmain, and bysconVettiog the follies of the dead to the 
benefit of the living. 

0 * 

Sunday, August I8th. V^ta-giih called upon me this 
morning at Inreakfast, ant) told me that'tlie portcis and wag- 
gons Avould be all ready on Tuesday, that our dungs might 
begia moving early ou that day, and be all carried away be<- 
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fore the following night. 1 le added, that we should set out our- 
selves on Wednesday morning, j^ass through Pekin, and pro- 
ceed to Vuen-min-i/ucN, wht*ie a Calao of high rank was ap- 
pointed by the emperor to 'meet »i«, together with a J'^uro- 
pean missionary, lie could not inform mo of the name or 
nation of the missionary, but I suspect him to lie Bernardo 
Almeydu, the Portugucasc whom ue had been so often cau- 
tioned against. 

Van^ta-ghi and Chov^ta^giti both came together to visit me 
in tlie evening, and brought me the 'I’artar’s excuse for his 
not accompanying them, saying that he was somewhat in- 
disposed ; but it would seem that his staying away proceeded 
rather horn pride and ill humor, than from real illness. I 
however sent a very civil compliment to him on the occasion, 
expressive of my concern at his illness and of my intention 
to visit him the next day. 

Monday, August Ipth. I went down to the pandals this 
morning, where 1 met the Tartar legato, Van~ta-gin and C/toK- 
ta-ghtf and several other Mandarines, who w'crc assembled 
there to give orders for the operations of the next day. On 
this occasion I proposed to amuse them with the exercise i of 
our small brass field pieces, which were *now mounted and 
prepared for moviqg with the rest of our presents and bsig- 
gage. Though tlicy were .remarkably well cast, and of/ a 
most elegant form, fi.xed’on light carriages, and in every W- 
hpect completely well appointed and well served, and filled 
from lu'cnty' to thirty times in a minute, yet our couducjtors 
pretended to think lightly of tixein, and spoke to us if 
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8U«h tlun^as wen* no noM'ltios in China, I Ikim' uootl” reason, 
how over, to suppose that there is nothing hke Ihoni in tiu* 
■^vliolo empire, ami that these gentlemen aiv at holtom not 
a lutlc niortifioil by this small speeimeu ol' our art aiul 
superiority. 

On our return from the pamlals, f wa-Zn-o//* ixxuS. Chou-iu- 
<>ni WiilKovl up with us to our ipiarteis, ami told us that the 
< inpenu’s answer wa.s come to our request of having a 
r.uropeau missionary to attend us, and that wc might ehiis<’ 
any of the Rnroprans in the enqMMws service then at Pekin : 
That tlio ejuporor was disposed to fa\our us, as muchv as 
possible, haA ing already conceived Uie highest esteem for Vis, 
Iroin the accounts he luid heard of our appearance, deport* 
incut, and conversation over since our arrival in his domi> 
nious. They then renewed the subject rtf the ceremonial, 
relative to which they had been perfectly silent for several 
days ; it seems to be a very serious matter with them, and 
a ]>oint which they have sot their hearts upon. 'Pliey pressed 
ino most earnestly to comply with it; said it was a mere 
triHo, kneeled down on the^ iloof, and practised it of their 
r>vv 11 accord to shew me the manner of it, and Ix'gged me to 
tiy vvhctlior 1 eoidd not perforin it. On my declining it, 
ihov applied to my interpreter .to do it, who, though a 
Chiuese, said he eouUl only act as I dirceted him : they 
seem a Ifttle disappointed in finding rac not so pliant in this 
point as they wished.* As to themselves, they arc wonder- 
fully supple, and though goiierally considered as most respref- 
uble characters, are not very scrupulous in regard to veraeily, 
saying and unsaying, without hesitation, what seems to 
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amwcr the purpose of the moment. 'J’hrir ideas of the * 
ohligiitions of trutli arc certainly very lax ; for when we 
hinted to them any contnidictions that occurred, or de\ ia- 
tious from their promises in our affairs^ they made \'ery light 
of them, and seemed to think them of trifling consequence. 
We entertained them Avith a concert of music, Avhich they 
appeared to be much pleased with ; and Avhen they left us 
rt'pcated the same flattering expression^ and compliments 
Avhicli they bad sot out Avith in the bc^nning of their vi>it. 
This night died of a dysentery, after a long illness, Henry 
ICades, a cunning artist in bras^Laa^ iion, Avho, hearing of 
myj intention to take Avith me to C^iha a persoBiii||)|j^ branch, 
haa strongly iuqiortuned both me and Sir GeorgeoUuinton 
in London, to give ^him a preference to other candidates, 
rinding him well qualified, I consented, and had reason to 
he well satisfied with Itirn, as he Avas*not, only skilful and 
mgenious, but a quiet welLbehaycd mad* 'As the sea did 
not seem to agree AvitU him at the beginning of our voyage, 

I proposed to him to return from Maficira ; but he unfor- 
Umaicly determined to persevere. 

'fuesday,' August 20th. . ,3^os rwas buried this morning, 
all the scn'unts, musicians, and gmsrds attending his inter- 
ment; the funeral servied^was read upon Uie occasion, and 
a volley of sinali aims Avas fired over his grave. ^last num- 
bers of Chinese vreve simctatois of the ceremony, and seemed 
to be a good deal affected by its order and solemnity. After 
it Avas over our baggage began to move, ^.hd a great part of 
if was dispatched before ni^t. 
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Wednesday, August 31st. AVe rose very early tliis morn- 
ing, and found the palankins, horses, carriages, and every 
thing ready for our departure *, The Tartar legate, Van-ta^ 
giut Chon-ta-gint and several other Mandaiines of rank 
waited for us at the groat gate, and set off at the same 
moment that we did. AVe passed through the city of Tons,- 
siottt which is of great extent, encompassed with very high 
walls, washed by the river on one side, and defended by a 
broad wot ditch on the other. There are no guns mounted 
on the ramparts, nor did 1 observe any tiling of that sort, 
except a fow smalt swivels near the gittcsK It t6ok us abovt' 
two hours to get through the town ; several of the streets aw 


* Ngte of the number of men, waggons, and horses, tee. emplofcd in carrying 
the presents, baggage, smres, Ac. of the embassy anct auhe ftom Ttngmtm to I'uen- 
min-yUen. 

Witrunl. HnrMia Mei> 

For the stores ^ « j* % * t T " * 

1 39 Handcarts of one wheel - - 7S 

Presents tdl carried by men employed 1300 

Baggage of embassador and suite, 

beds. See. . . - 500 

Ei^t field pieceSi'aiiwiudtion, military 

stores, &c. . , - 500 


For the guard tz 
For the suite and 7 
servants 5 ^ 

Four palankins for I 
the embassador,? 
Sec. J 



4 » 


aop Horses. 

124 Carruges of which 85 waggons anl 39 hand-carts. 


*495 


These yren all for the use of the embasay, exdsttvc of the vast number be- 
longing to the Mandarines and other attendants. 
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broad and &traiglit, and the $faQj[)s on each side often preisent 
a gay, picturesque appearance ; but wo observed no luagiil-* 
Scent houses or distinguished buildings. A few tiiuinphal 
orches are erected in the principal streets, which ha\c an 
agreeable clicct, but tjiey are. increly of M'ood, painted, 
gilded, and vamisliod. Iu,tDaay places awnings of mats ai(‘ 
extended across from hou]^ ^to ns a. shelter from the 

•iin and rain, which are easily drawn backward nud forward 
by small cords, as the stgtO'/of .the weather may require. 
Wc stopped at a vjilk^ ^Xut)^ way between Tonf>-sioH and 
Pqkin to br'eakftist, and to Wpose ourselves, the day being 
very hot, and the roads vety dusty. Fipip thence wc i cached 
Pekin in about two hoti^ (Six miles,) 'fmd after taking some 
refreshments of tea and ffuit at the palace^gate, ivc proceeded 
io Yiim'min-^uHle> wh&o^yrB arrived about three o’clock in 
the afternoon, and'fbund'tho ^eater part of our baggage al- 
ready come ; the reniaindGr soqn ft>llowccL Tlie road from 
Tongshu to Pekiin and ftbm Pekin ,to Yum’-mn-i/uen, passes 
throu^ a fine level .cmmlry, is very brnd and bordered 
with trees on each, side, ehi^^y willows^ of great size, much 
l}cyond any X have ever seen in Eklrppc. 'fhe middle part 
of the road is aeaa$eway, 0^4 fiat pavement, about seven or 
eight yards Wide, composed ^ la)^, stones cut smooth, 
many of thetn feet In length, and three or four feet 

broad. On (he way ftom H^ng^mu 436 ^efcin We* tajossed the* 
liver over a most ImutifU} bridge of white forty feet 

wide. There arc fivcarch^ tlte center on^,;)E!Vnp}) 03 e, not 
less than sixty to seventy feet. On this journey we weip pre- 
ceded by a great numbef^uf soldiers, brs^dishing long whips 
ill their hands, which they were .continually exercising in 
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order to keep off the cnortnouH croud« which incessantly 
throiiged about us, and obstructed the passage. The suburbs 
of Pekin are very extensive; wc were fifteen minutes from 
our entering the east suburb to tlie cast gale; we were alwve 
two hours ill our progress tlirougli the city ; fifteen niituUcs 
from the west gate to the end of the west suburb, and two 
hours from thence to Pwr/wjiiii-yffeM, Tlic house at this last 
jilare allotted for our babitalii&n» coxisists of several small 
eouits and separate pavilions,, alHl b Situated in a little park, 
or garden, laid out in th« Qiineso mauncir, with f>crpcntinc' 
walks, a nanDw winding river^ f<|irui|ug jsn island, with a 
suamicr-liouse in the middle' of it, a, grove of various tives,\^ 
mterspei-scd with a few 'patches of ' grass-ground, diversified 
with inequalities and raughcoocl with rocks'; the whole sur- 
rounded w'ith a high wall, and guarded by a detachment 
of ti’oops at the gate. Sbme of the apartments are large, 
handsome, and not ill-cofitrivedl but thcvyrholc building is 
so much out of rejmip, that I already see it will be impos- 
sible to reside in it comfertably during the winter. It ap- 
pears itidcud to be only calcokfed fd^ »' summer dwelling, 
though I understand it is the best of the hotels at this place, 
ilostincd (as several more arp)* for, the reception of foreign 
ciuba&badors. 

AVe bad been *pr6mi^ th^t* tlie Europeait- missionaries 
bliould come to us, as iicbOfas arrived hwa p but none of 
them have as yet made their appearance. 

; 

'Hiursday, August 22d. Tlic '^hrtar legate came this 
inorniug to compliment me on my arrii^l at Yuejhmiii'-tfiten. 



914 JOURNAL OF AN EMBASSY 

Tic said that there was a Caiao on the road from G(iho]» 
particulaYi^»ap{>ointed to attend to our afiiiirs : and that he 
would send one or two European missionaries to me to-mor'< 
row. As the legate seemed to be in better humor than usual, 
I took the opportunity of mentioning the subject of my 
quarters, which I told him were very handsome, but some- 
what out of repair, and rather inconvenient to us Europeans, 
a hose inodes of living wer6 dilFerent from tl^ Chinese, and 
that T hoped he would directions for our removal to 
Pekin, where I thouf^t wc should be more at our ease. Tie 
■seemed to agree with me on this pojnt, and said he thought 
jthere could no ot^eetion. 

Friday, August 23d. Tliis day the Tartar legale scut to 
announce his intention Of visiting me, and of bringing 
several European missionaries with him. He accordingly 
arriAcd at ten M, with Bernhrdo Almeyda, Rodrigues, 
and another Portoguese; Poiret, Fansi, and Diodati, Ita- 
lians; Paris, a Frcncfaman; and one ,or two others. The 
emperor had, on occasion \0ff the ‘embassy, distinguished 
some of these missionaries by hb favors, and had conferred 
white buttems on J^oirnt and 2)iod4ti, and a blue one (which 
is of higher raill^ on ^Iklril^rdo^.thb latter is the person 
against whcnti 'l be^^ptUrieuiariy cautioned from Macao, 
and from other qliarte^’ Oji^ a unan of a msdij^ant disposi- 
tion, jealous of uU except those of his own 

nation, • and particularly •bnfHendly to the English ; and 
indeed, I have seen enouj^ thb day to‘^ivrince me of the 
trnth of the repTCsentatioti. This nSan,* who was bred a 
Jesuit, and is upwards of seventy years old, has been a great 
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many years in China, and now Ix^Iongs to the college of 
mathematics, though of a very limited knowledge in that 
science. He has some skill in surgery, and having attended 
the minister Cho-chang^tong, who is afflicted witli a rupture, 
availed himself of that circumstance to obtain the emperor’s 
appointment of him to be interpreter to my embassy. 
AVhether from the vanity of being selected for such an office, 
or from the hope of being able by tliat means to frustrate its 
.success, I know not, but unfortunately for him, tvheu he 
was introduced to mo for tliat ^nirpose, it appeared to the 
legate*, and the other attending Madarincs, that he was un- 
c[ualiiicd tor the office, being cntimly ignorant of tljc lan-\ 
gnages most familiar to tis. IJis mortitication upon this 
occasion he had not sufficient tcm;i)er to conceal, and almost 
instantly expressed very unfavorable sentiments of the 
embassy to an Italian missionary who stood near him. As 
they conversed in Latin, he probaWy imagined I should not 
understand, or overhear him* but his looks and his gestures 
would have been alone sufficient to discover the state of his 
mind, if his tongue had been silent. 

At this visit I reminded thedegate of my wishes to remove 
to Pekin, on which occasion Benmrdo very irniMjrtinently ii^ 
terfered and advised him against the measure, pretending 
that it would retard Our journey to Gchol, and be otherwise 
unadvisable : but lus objections were overruled by a superiorj 
authority, although tlie le^te seemed' much disposed to ad> 
mit them. All the other missionaries seemed shocked at and 
ashamed of his behaviour, and interposed their endeavours 
to bring him to a proper composure. During the whole time 



3i6 journal of an embassy 

I remained pcffoctty calm, and seamed not to perceive, or 
to notice his behaviour, but on the contrary wiis pointed in 
iiiy civilities to hmi, and at his going an'ay told him, through 
the channel of a French missionary, how much I regretted 
my not understanding the J^ortuguesjc laiigiuigc, as it de- 
pri\ cd inp of the advantage of so able an assistant ahd iutcr- 
pn'tor. lie came l)aek soon, after, and seemed indeed to Im 
a good deal softened, and even gave me assurances of his scr- 
>ice8 and goo<i, disposition ;/but after what I have seen, it is 
necessary to be uncommonly circumspect It will be right to 
cultivate and make Use m him, if possible, but it would be 
egregious folly and dupery to confide in or depend ou him. 
About an hour after, T and Chou-ia-gin returned in 
order to acquaint me that the Calao, Chun-’tn-gin, a cousin 
of (he emperor, who haft' been announced tons, was come . 
and that it was now settled tor him and X'an-ia-s, 'ni and 
Chou-ta-gin to manage all our aifaijrs, without the inlei- 
fereiK’C of the legate. Id consequence of this arrangement, 
V.an*-ta-gin^ accompanied by our intei’prctcr and Mr. 
.Maxw^ell, one of my secretaries, went this evening to Pekin 
to view the palace’ intended for my reSiidem*e, and to give 
directions for putting it into proj>er order for our reception. 
■\Vliilht they wctc employed on this business, Chou-ta-gin 
came to lake 'us to the cmpci*oi‘’s palace of Yi>in-7uin^i/u€n, 
or the garden of gardens (as the name inijMjrts), and to ask 
« our opinion of the fittest apartments to contala the globes, tiic 
clocks, the lustres, and the planeturiniu. I’his place is truly 
<m imperial residence ; the park is said to be eighteen miles 
round, and laid out in all the taste, ^aricty, and magnificence 
which tiistinguish tlie rural secuevy of Chinese gardening. 
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There is no one very extensive contiguous biulding, but seve- 
ral hundreds of pavilions scattered through the grounds, and 
all connected together by close arbors, by passages appa- 
rently cut through stupendous rocks, or by fairy-hmd galle- 
ries, emerging or receding in the perspective, and so con- 
trived as to conceal the real design of communication, and 
yet contribute to the general purpose and effect intended to 
arise from the whole. The various beauties of this spot, its 
lakes and rivers, together with its superb edifices, which T 
saw, (and yet I saw but a very small part,) so strongly im- 
press my mind at tliis moment that I feel incapable of de- 
scribing them. 1 shall therefore chiefly confine myself to 
the great hall, or presence chamlier, of the emperor. It is 
a hundred and fifty feet long and sixty feet wide. Thero arc 
windows on one side only, and opposite to them is the impe- 
rial throne of carved mahogany the logs of which Averc 
brought from England, and elevated by a few steps from 
the floor. Over the chair of state is an inscription in Chinese 
<-haracfcrs. 

Citing — Tlia — Quan — Ming — Foo. 

'fhe translation of which signifies, 

yerust Alagnus, GloriosuSt Splendidus^ Felix. 

On each side of the chair of state is a beautiful argus phi’a- 
sant’s tail spread out'into a magnifictmt fau of great extent. 
The floor is of chequered marble, grey and white, with neat 
mats laid upon it in different places to walk upon. At one 
end I observed a musical clock that played twelve ol<l llng- 
lish tunes, the Black Joke, Lillibullero, and other airs of the 
. tol. II. P 
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Beggars^ Opera. It was decorated in a wretched old taste 
with ornaments of crjstal and coloured stones, but had been, 
I dare say, very much admired in its time. On the dial ap- 
peared, in large characters, George Clarke, chek and watch 
maker, in Leadenhall Street, London. 

. This saloon we determined on for the rece*ption of some of 
our most magnificent presents, which were to be distributed 
as follows : on one side of the throne was to be placed the 
terrestrial globe, on the other, celestip:! ; the lustres were to 
be hung from the ceiling, at equal distances from the middle 
of the room .; at the north end the planetarium was to 
stand, at the south end yull^amy's clocks, with the barometer 
and Derbyshire porcelain', vnses, and figures, and Frazer’s 
orrery; aii assembl^^ OlfJsuch iiigenuity, Qtility, and beauty, 
as is not. to; bi^i^^seen collected tpge^ef in any other apart- 
iiient4^1‘ believe, of the whole 'world besides. Before I quit 
the- palace of YuenrtninTyuen, I must obserye a singularity 
in the Chinese taste, which has nqt; yet reached us, and 
which, in truth, is by no means Worthy of. our copying. 
Although you ascend, to the^. pryicipal buildings by regular 
flights of smooth or chiselled stone stairs, yet there are se- 
veral others, even pavilions of elegant architecture, to which 
the approach is by jugged, steps of roeik, seemingly rendered 
rough and difficult ‘ by art,^ in order to imitate the rude sim- 
[)licity of neture. In such situations the impippriety is glar- 
ing, and argues a sickly and declining t^te, meant solely 
to display vanity and expence. -Jbe^ boSt of sending for 
siich enormous masses from the mountains of Tartary must 
be -very gi'cat, for in my whole route through the province 

8 
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of Pecheliy from the moiith of the Pay-ho to the city of Vekin, 
I did not sec a single pebble big enough to make a seal of. 

At Yuen-imin-yueny we were met by the caloo Keen-san-ta~ 
ghif who went round the palaces with us, and entcrUiinod us 
with a collation of fruits and sweet-meats, at which the 'J’arlar 
legate assisted ; for, to my great surprize, alter what 1 
had l)ccn told, 1 found him at my elbow almost 'cvcr\ 
step I took during the evening. 1 have reason to believe 
that he does not mean to resign his charge of us ; I suspect 
lie has contrived means of settling the matter with the culao. 
This will be an unpleasant circumstance, because, as he is 
a 'J'artar, and has powerful connexions at court, our friends 
Van-ta-gin and Chou-ta-gin are obliged to pay him great 
deference, and dare not exert themselves in our favor, as 
much as they are inclined to do. We have, however, found 
them already very useful to us in many instances. . 

At eight o’clock Mr. Maxwell returned from Pekin, and 
reported that he had seen, and been all through, the palace 
at Pekin intended for us. It is an immense building, con- 
taining eleven courts, and ample room for every purpose 
w’c can reciuire. 

Saturday, August 24th. Sir George Staunton went to Yue7i~ 
min-yuen, and took with him Air. Barrow, Dr. Dinwiddic, 
Tiebault and Petitpierre, and other artists and workmen, to 
give them directions about arranging the machinery, and 
disposing in their proper places the planetarium, the orrery, 

F F 3 
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globes, clocks, lustres, &c. These gehtlemen are to remain 
tor this purpose at Yiten-min^ynen^ during our journey into 
Tartary ; but it is thought they will not be able to dispatch 
it in less than six or seven w^5eks at soonest. Soine of the 
Cliinese workmen, not accustomed to handle articles of such 
delicate machinery, were interrupted in their attempts to un- 
■pack them by our interpreter, who told them that till put up 
and delivered, they must still considered under our care. 
.CTpOh whicli'the legate interposed and said, wo; they' are Cong- 
50, tributes (^oblata) to the ,eidiiiperor, and consetpiently we 
had nothing more to' do with thetn. Our interpreter replied, 
that they were not (Cowg^so) tributes, but presents (Smig-lo), 
Tlic colao put an end to the convjBrsation by saying, that tire 
expression of Sung-h, or ptosents, was proper enough. On 
Ins return to quarters, our inteipreter came to me (as he said) 
from an^iXVtoM-ifa-giW, and told me, that although 

the empetof's alloAvancO for defraying the embassy was very 
considerable, yet .thu>t it did not equal the expence, and that 
jt was expected I should maJee them a very handsome present 
to supply the difference. I answered, t^t I was very willing 
to do so, and asked him what he thougliit they would be sa> 
tisfied with. . . Upon recollecting^ himself a little, be said, he 
believed that five hundred dpilars a-piece would be a proper 
sum ; which I made ^ no scruple immedia^ agree to, as 
they so strongly profess themselves our friends, as they cer- 
tainly have weight with the colao sufficient, we trust, to 
counteract the legate’s practices with him to. our prejudice, and 
as, if they misbehave, we shall have tliem at pur mercy ; be< 
. sides* being engaged in pur business, and having pnee tasted 
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of our bounty, they are likely to endeavor to deserve further 
favor by further services ; as it is observed of certain beasts 
of prey that, having once smacked human blood, they never 
afterwards have a relish for any other. 

Sunday, August 2oth. Notwithstanding what I have 
written in the preceding paragraph, our interpreter told me 
this indrning that he was then jiist come from Vdn-ia^gm and 
Chou-ta-g'uii who desired him to say that, though they had 
the highest respect and regard- for. me, they could not tx)s> 
sibly think of accepting any presents of money ; tliat it was 
true the ex pence they incurred by their attendance on the 
embassy was considerable, but that it chiefly fell , upon 
ChoH-ia-gin, who was very rich and. well able to bear it ; 
that Van-ta'-gin was not rich, and did not therefore contribute 
to it j but then he had the principal share of the fatigue of 
the business, in reviewing and stationing the boats, hiring 
Ihe porters, hoi'ses and carriages, ; superintending .the pro- 
vision department, punishing delinquents, &c. whikt CAou- 
ta~gin did little else than receive the reports, write out the 
register, and pay the disbursemeiits. All this seems very 
extraordinary, and I. know not how to account for it; first* 
to signify a disposition to take our money, and then to refuse 
it, at the same dmo ptw^yang their friendship for us, and 
actually t*endering us every iforvice in their power. . . 

The Chinese character seems at presetit inexplicable. The 
Tartar legate having delivered to ,me - yesterday a- letter, 

written by Sir Erasmus Gower had 

a; ' • 
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conic by the einpcrof's couriers, I directed an answer to be 
prepared and requested to have it forwarded. lie a-sked me 
wliat was in Sir Erasmus's letter, and in the answer ; I ha<I 
them both interpreted off hand, and added, with great good 
humor, that we had no secrets but what he was welcome to 
know. 

Before he went away, he mentioned the subject of the 
ceremonial, and was desirous of practising it before me ; but 
I put an 'end to the subject by telling him 1 had a paper 
relative to it, which would be ready to deliver to him at 
Pekin in a “day or two. 

Monday, August 26th. This morning wc'-'pmoved to 
Pekin, and are not only comfortably but most magnificently 
lodged in the Tartar town, in a vast palace consisting of 
eleven courts, some of them very spacious and airy. 

t 

It took us an hour and a half to come from Yuen-min-yuen 
to the suburbs ; and from thence to our habitation an hour 
and a half more. It is situated, as all the private houses 
here are, in a narrow lane, the great streets being entirely 
occupied by shops or public buildings. 

% 

Tuesday, August S^th. Father Raux, a French missionary 
of the congregation of St Lazarus at Paris, a native of 
Hainault, came and informed me that he had permission to 
attend us, and that he would wait upon me every day to 
receive our commands and execute our commissions, lie is 
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a tall corpulent man, of easy manners and conversation, 
with a great volubility of speech. lie understands, both the 
Chinese and the Mantchoux languages, and seems to be 
perfectly contented with his Jot here. He is well informed,’ 
extremely communicative, and fond of talking, so that I 
imagine it will not be difficult to learn from him every 
thing he knows. 

AVednesday, August 2Sth‘. Mr. Barrow returned from the 
palace of Yuen-min'-ytien» and said that they had put up in 
• the saloon of the throne Parker’s two lustres, had set the 
globes in their proper places, as also the oircry and Vul- 
leamy’s clocks, figures, and vases, and had laid the filoor for 
the planetarium, and that the whole would have a very fine 
effect. Three of the emperor’s grandsons had been to look 
at them, and w'crc much delighted with the sight. They 
particularly admired the clocks and the vases of Derbyshire 
porcelain. They, however, asked which we thought, our 
porcelain or theirs, to be preferable ; the , answer returned to 
them was, that ours was considered as very precious of its 
kind, otherwise it w^ciuld not have been offered to the empe- 
ror, but that the value we.. set upon theirs w'as. easily to be 
seen by the great quautities, which were every year purchased 
by our merchants at Canton, and seAt in our shipping to 
England; and they secpied , to be very well. satisfied with this 
indirect explanation. .The great Mandarine attended, and 
appeared to be mpeh )|truck with. the ., attention manifested 
by OUT bringing severah.spare glai^^ tor the dome of the 
planetarium, one of the panes erf yrhich happened to be 
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cracked, and wbicli, without such a precaution, could not 
be repaired in China. 

' llmrsda}% August 29th. Tl)is day 1 put up the state 
canopy and their Majesties pictures in the presence chatn* 
her, and delivered niy paper relative to the ceremonial to be 
transmitted to Gehol. I had experienced a good deal of diffi- 
culty in i)er&uading J*'ather Raux to get it translated into 
Chinese, and to put it into the proper diplomatic form, so much 
is every person here afraid of intermeddling in any state matter 
without the special authoiity of government; and he only- 
consented on condition, 'tliat neither his writing nor that of 
his secretary should appear, but that 1 should get it copied 
by some other hand. LitUc Staunton was able to supply 
niy wants on this occasion, for having very early in the voyage 
ixsgun to study tlic Chinese under my two interpreters, Iks 
had not only made .consi<lerablc progress in it, but had 
learned to write the characters with great neatness and 
celerity, so that he was of niatcrial use to me on this occa- 
sion, as he had been already before in transcribing the 
catalogue of the presents. In the paper 1 expressed the 
strongest desire to do whatever I thought would be most 
agreeable to Uie ^peror, but that being the representative 
of the first moj|||^h*of the western world, his dignity must 
be the racasureSF'np^ conduct ; and that in order to recon- 
cile it to the customs *of the court of China, 1 was! willing to 
conform to their etiquette, provided a person of equal rank 
■with mine were appointed to perform the same ceremony 
before my sovereign's picture, that 1 should perform before 
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the emperor hiins(-ll‘. The Ic^i^ate bliook his bead, but I'au- 
ta-^in and Cltou-ia-ain said it was a good ('xpedient, and 
ottered inimediatoly to go through the ceremony Uiemecivcs 
on the spot ; but as they had no authority for the piirpt)be, 
J civilly ilfi’linod tlmir propo.sal. 

I received a very kind letter and message, tog<*ther with 
his portrait, .from old father Ainyot, wlio has been near 
sixty years in ('hina, lamenting that his ag(' and infinnitie.'. 
prevented him from coming to wail upon me, but expn-shiuo 
the strong interest he takes in the success of my embassy, 
and proini.sing mo every information, adviee, and a.s»i.stan c 
m his power. 

Friday, August dOth, Having now nearly completed the 
selection of such presents as 1 judged most eligible to carry 
with me to Gehol, 1 gave notice to the legate and our other 
conductors that we should be ready to .set out on Monday 
next the Sd of September (which, according to their method 
of computation, answers to the 21\\\ of the .seventh mouth, 
their year beginning on the 1st of February) ; and that I pro- 
posed to employ one of the intervening days in viewing the 
buildings, triumphal arches, and other things most w'ortU> 
of observation in the city of Pekin ; but I found I had 
miscalculated in this iiisfance as much as I had. done on 
.some former ones of a similar nature, for £ was recpiestcd to 
repress my curiosity till my return from Tartary, as it was 
improper that an ambassador should a])pear in public a*t 
Pekin, till after he had been presented to the emperor. On 
this occasion the question was repealed to me, what present 
. yoL. n. G c 
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T meant to oflcr the emperor from m3’sclf, for that insilcad of 
the chariot, which I had mentioned to them Wforc, it would 
be proper to pigvule something jmrtablc to be delivercil 
into the emperor’s hands by my own, at tiie time of my 
introduction, no ambassador approaching him for the fu'st 
time without one. I told them I was pn'pared u ith one, and 
that when my baggage was ^11 unpacked, 1 'ivouUl shew it to 
them. 1 was a good deal at a loss what to fix upon, all the 
principal articles that we had brought having been already 
inserted in the catalogue, and announced to them as presents 
from the king. Luckily it happened that Captain Mackin- 
tosh had with him some watches of very fine workiuauship, 
which he was persuaded to cede to me, at tlic usual estimate 
of profit upon things of this kind brought for sale from 
Kiirope to Canton. This was the more fortunate, as I had 
been informed bcsicles, that not only valuable presents were 
to be made to the emperor, but also that his sons and the 
principal great men in the ministry expected to be gratified 
m the same manner. The pci’sons pointed out to mo were, 
Pa-ye^ Che-y-ycy Chc~ou~yey and Chet-sif the enipcror’s soiio ; 
Mien-eul-^/e'his eldest grandson ; the great general Achong~ 
tong ; and Cho-chan^iongf and Fou^li-out the two fa\orite 
ministers; JU-pau-chong-c/mt^ the pi’Csidcnt of the court 
of rites, and a fc\v others. I was hoivever told at the 
same time, that nothing of this kind was to be offered till 
my return fWmi GehoJ, after the emperor had seen and 
accepted the presents destined for him. 


AVhen father Raux came to day, as usual, to attend me, 
he brought me a present from has convent of several accept* 
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able articles, some excellent French bread, sweetmeats, and 
confections, very fine large figs, and a quantity of grapes 
both red and white, the latter of a most delicious flavor and 
without stpiies. — He told me that they were originally brought 
to the Jesuits garden from Sha^moo on the l>orders of the 
great desart of Gobi, on the north western fi’ontier of the eiu- 
prre, and had much improved by the transplantation. From 
him I ,lcK. .1 more particularly, what 1 had been already 
told by Van-ta-gin and Choii-ta-i^iu relative to the state of the 
court, and I uiulcrstand that the emperor has had t\v(mty sons, 
four only of which now remain alive ; that’ he is of so jealous 
u nature that no jjcrson as 3'ct knows with certainty w hich of 
them h('. intends for his successor. He docs not allow any 
of them to interfere in his government, but manages it in a 
groat measure alone, reading all the dispatches himself, and 
often entering into the minutest detail of aflairs. Ilis priu - 
c;i})al minister is Cho-chan-tong, a Tartar of obscure origin 
Ihit considerable talents, whom he has raised by degrees 
from an inferior post in his guards to his prescjit elevation, 
having been struck with the comeliness of his person at a re- 
view tAveuty years ago, and confinned m the prc[)ossession, 
by finding his character correspond to his figure, fie is^in 
such high favor, that the ciniicror not long ago gave one of 
his daughteis in mamago to this minister’s eldest son, and 
conferred on him many other marks of distinction. 'J'hc se- 
cond favorite minister is the Fou~li~oUy a young Tartar, whose 
elder brother has, by his means, also obtained in iiiairiagc 
a daughter, or niece of the emperor, and several of tlie most 
iiniJCrtant employments in the state, having been commander 
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in chic'f in the war of roniiosa, viceroy of Canton, and lat- 
terly "cncral of the forces on the I’liibct frontier. 

'Fhc Jl-cotM or A<,hang-tongy whose exploits are so parti- 
cularly cclelnated in the Meuioircs sur la Chine, has a still 
higher rank of j)rcccclcncc than the minister whom I have 
mentioiK'd ; but being much advanctid in years, and notwith- 
standing his groat merits, far from being a jicrsonal favorite of 
the emperor, he now lives a gooil deal retired and seldom 
meddles in public affairs. 

'Fhe three other colaos of the first tiibunal of state are men 
of great abilities, and of long experience, but being of Chinese 
faniilics, jiossess little infilucncc, though their opinions are 
highly respected. 

Father Raux says, that there arc above five thousand 
Chinese Christians in the city of Pekin alone, and he com- 
putes the number throughout the whole empire at a hundred 
and fifty thousand. He confirmed to me what we read of 
in most of the histories of China, that it is a common 
practice among the poor to expose their children. The po- 
lice sends a cart round a city at an early hour every morn- 
ing, which takes them up and conveys them to a foss6, or 
cemetery appointed for their burial. T’lic missionaries often 
attend and preserve a few of these children, which appear 
to them to be healthy and likely to recover. TTic rest are 
thrown indiscriminately dead or alive into ' the pit. But 
lather Raux assured 'me very seriously that his brethren al- 
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ways first christened those that appeared to have any life re- 
maining in them, pour lew sauver tame. The Chinese, lie 
says, seem to be less jealous. of religious convei-sions than for- 
merly, owing to the discretion of the present missionaries, whose 
aeal, I presume, is not now quite so ardent as tlmt of their 
predecessors. Nevertheless they engage not a little of the 
attention of government, and within this twelvemonth past, 
all their letters w'hich usually went free by the common post 
between Pekin and Canton have been constantly opened and 

examined. The Chinese have indeed an indistinct idea of 

« 

there being at this time great disturbances and rebellions in 
Europe, and the legate h:^ often repeated the question to 
me on our road, whether England was really at peace with 
all the world, as I had asserted. 

The bishop of Pekin had permission to visit me this day in 
form; he is a Portuguese of about forty years old, of a dig- 
nified appearance ..and conciliating manners, but said to be 
of a false and crafty nature, and to possess no great measure 
of learning; He however speaks Latin with great fluency, 
an<l made me a speech in that language of a quarter of an 
hour long. .He was attended by two Portuguese missionaries, 
and by several others of different nations, and in their pre- 
sence made me the strongest professions of friendship, and at* 
tachment ; several of them however take an early opportunity 
of advising me not to trust him. I think, indeed, there is 
some reason, from what I have seen, to believe that the 
Portuguese have formed a sort of system to disgust and keep 
oat of China all other nations. Between them and the rest 
of the missionaiies, there appear to be great jealousy and 
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enmity, odium plusquam theolo^icum. In a con^'craation Trith 
nn ftaliau a few days ago, lie told me that all the mission- 
aries, except the Ft)rtugaese, wore our warm friends ; but 
that the Portugueze were friends of nobody, but themselves. 
Deraardo Almc^'da has never come near me since our fast 
meeting at Yueu^min-puenf but 1 understaud that ho has been 
sent for to Gehol. 

•Saturday, August 31st. Father Grammoht, the French mis- 
sionary from whom T received the two letters at Tien-^sins:, 
and also some intelligence since my arrival at Pekin, visileil 
me in the afternoon, apologized tin* not having done it sooner, 
owing, as he said, to a jealotisy entertained of him by the le- 
gsite on aecount of his having talked so much on the sub- 
ject of the embassy, of the power and grandeur of the Eng- 
lish nation, of the magnitude of its commerce with, and its 
importance to, the Chinese empire. Father Grammont u as 
bred a Jesuit, is now advanced in years, and has been a long 
time in China. He is certainly a very clever fellow, and 
seems to know this country well ; but as he is saui to be of 
a restless, intriguing tuni, it is necessary to be a good deal 
on one's guard with him. 

Sunday, September 1. Busily employed this day in 
making preparations for our journey to Gehol, as we an^ to 
set out to-morrow. To the occurrences at Pekin, which I 
have already noted, I .must now add, that l^esidcs our con- 
ductors and the missionaries, we were every day visitcrl by 
numbers of IMandariiies of the liighest rank, some engaged 

to it by the duty of their stations and einploynicnts, others 

.3 
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allured by curiosity, and not a few l)y my baud of inusie. 
wliicli performed a very good concert iu one of my apartments 
every evening. Among tliesc visitors was the chief 
darinc of the emperor’s orclu’stra, who attended con Zanily 
and listened to the performance with all the airs of a virtuoso. 
ITc was so mucli pleased with some of our instruments, that 
he desired leave to take draw'ings of them. I was willing to 
give them to him as a present, but he civilly declined my 
ofler, and 1 found indeed they would have been of n<) use 
to him. lie, however, sent for a couple of painters, who 
s])rcad the floor with a few sheets of large paper, placed the 
clarionets, flutes, Irassoons and French horns upon them, and 
then traced u ith their pencils the figures of the iiistrunu nts, 
measuring all the apertures and noting the minutest jrarti- 
cnlai’s, and uhen this operation was completed they wrote 
doun their n'lnarks, and delivered them to their roaster. 
I was told that his intention is to have similar instruments 
made here by Chinese workmen, and to fit them to a scale 
of his own. 'J'he Chinese have long since adopted our violin, 
although it is not yet very eoiniiion, and haye lately learned 
to note their music on ruled paper, which seems to shew that 
theie arc some things, at least, which, notwithstanding their 
'i unity and conceit, tiiey arc not above being taught. They 
were totally ignorant of punctuation, till tiiey observed it in 
their Chinese books, printed by the Jesuits, for the instruc- 
tion of youth ; since which it is now frequently used by many 
of the first scholars in the empire. 

But what sectiicd to attract more general notice, than any 
thing in the house, were the king and queen’s pictuies in 
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their ivyal robes, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, which were hung 
lip opjiosite the state canopy, in the grand saloon through 
which we usually passed to the concert room. Indied so 
very great was th(' crowd of people to si'c them, as soon as 
they eamc to be talked of, that 1 was obliged to apply to 
toiegulatc the nuiutx^r and quality of the visitoi's, 
and the hour of admittance. 

'fheir admiration has been also much excited by the j>rc- 
-.ents and specimens of different inanufacturos which we have 
to distribute, and by the various little articles of use and 
convenience, which Europeans are accustomed to, our 
dressing-tables, shaving-glasses, and poeket-iustrumenls ; but 
we have been sometimes sufferers a little on these occasions 
from the eagerness of their curiosity, and from their aukward- 
ni’ss in handling them. The flexible sword-blades of hfr. 
(Jill’s manufactory at Birmingham, they were particularly 
struck with ; and Van-ta-gin^ to whom, as a military man. 
distinguished by wounds and long service, I gave a couple, 
seemed more pleased with them than if I had offered him 
any other present of one hundred times the value. I am 
persuaded that if we can once introduce them into China, 
as an article of trade, there will be a very great demand for 
them. I know it is the policy of the East India Company 
to increase prineipally the export of the coarser woollens, 
.and 1 have little doubt that in a few years, China will call 
for more of them than we can easily supply ; but I would 
recommend also the sending out our very finest cloths (for 
what we call superfine in the invoices are really not the very 
finest) together with assortments of kerseymeres and 

7 
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\ igonias. we wore ourselves I obson-cd every body 

greatly a(|itiirod. 'Ibe emperor baa lately permitted cloth 
to be worn in his presence in the spring and autumn, that 
is to say, from the Ist of October»to the 20tli Novemlicr, aud 
from the, 1st of February to the 1st of April, l^ight silk is 
the dress of summer, and satins or damask, lined with fine 
furs, of the winter. 

It being all settled t)iat we should set out early to-morrow 
lo (lohol, the colao K'few-sa-ra-gin, attended by two Mando- 
lines of high quality witli rcjd buttoijis on their caps, came 
laic this evening to wish me it good journey, and to cepeat, 
that the emperor was impatient to sec us, hgVing particu- 
larly remai'ked and being much plmscd with our prudence 
and cinainispcetion in having desired a separate hospital at 
C.husan for the sick people die Lion, and a boundtdy tine 
to be drawn in order to prevent the sailors firom straggling' 
^J'hc emperor, he said, higlijy approved of it, and had given 
orders that Sir Erasmus Cqwer should do as lie wished, that 
]i(' iniglit stay there ns king as he pleased and go away when 
* he pleased, l^rom all thiS it is evident that every circum- 
stance concerning us and every word, that fells from our lips 
arc minutely reported and remembered. 

* i ' 

Monday, Septemfier 2d. At six o'clock A.l!^« tV'e began 
our journey. Voung Sitaimlon and myself travelled in a neat 
English post chaise which I had provided^ and; Which drawn 
by four little IWtar horses not eleven bandl high, bein^^ I be- 
lieve, the first piece of Long-ame manufactory that ever rattled 
upon the mad of Gchol. Sir George Staunton having a touch 
vot. II. n 11 
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<)(■ thf; "out went ill a palaiikiu, the other gefitlcMnen of 
train, as also the MTvants, musicians, artists, guards, &c. 
were acconuvKKlaicd with horses or carriages, in such manner 
as they preferred. Our ivholc envuleade amounted to seventy 
jujrsons, of Miiieh forty composed the guard ; the i*cst amount- 
ing to tw<*nly-ono remained behind, some being employed in 
putting together and arranging the presents at 1 «en-;?nw-M«en, 
and the tithers either invalids' or attendants necessary to he 
left behind to take care of the house during our absence. 
'I’o carry the ])rc8cnts and our beds and baggage, I dare say, 
<‘xelusivc of horses and carriages, there were at least two hun- 
dred pqj'tors cmploye<l, who regularl}’ made the same daily 
journeys that we did. From my hot(‘l, through the city of 
l*okin to the gale, arc four milc.s anti a half, and from thence 
our first stage was of five miles to Ching-ho, a small fort en- 
closed with a wall, where we bix*akfastecl. There arc sevt^ral 
cross roads leading into the country in all directions. From 
Ching-ho are eleven miles to Lin^coo, a little village where th« 
emperor has built a lodge ft>r stopping at ivhcn lie travels this 
way ; six miles and a half I’arther^staiids the yalacc of Nant- 
r/i H f-xec, which terminates our first day’s journey. The road 
hitherto is pretty straight over a sandy level, which seems to 
have been anciently covered W'itli the sea, though now fifty 
or sixty miles from it ; on each side every cultivable inch 
is cultivated. Wc observed the Holcns Sorgum, Panicura 
Crusgalli, i*unicum railliaceuin aud Italicum, horse beans, 
horse peas, and sesamiun, all sown in drills, between which 
another successive crop was often rising in the same ground. 
Mcarecly any trees to be seen, but tlie crack willow with a 
very rough bark (salix fragilis) which even in this* sandy soil 
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grows to a vast size; two or three ashes and a few niul- 
berries of a jjailicular species. IV) the noi’tUwcst of fJn~coo 
we crossed the river which, though narrow, is yet deep 
1 enough in summer to admit the passage of tli 0 » Chinese boats, 
of which several arc employed on it. Its course, like all the 
other rivers in this tract, mtis to the sotitlnvard and taisi- 
ward. Nan-c/mi-scc is situated at the foot of tlie mountains, 
which licre approach very near one another, and fonn a pass 
of nearly a mile across. They arc not varied, like tiie moun- 
tains of Chaii-tong, by bold elevations and depressions, .but 
present a long russet outline of shallow indentures. In the 
spring, when the snows melt, I should suj)pose most ♦of this 
plain to be under water. During all this day, the neat hus- 
bandry of the country, the industry of the people, and the 
uir of business that appears in their faces, the goodness 
of the road,* and the circumstance of travelling in a post- 
chaisc, almost made iue imagine myself in England, jand re- 
called a *hou9and pleasing idesis to xny remembrance. 

Tuesday, September 3d. From Nan-chut~see,, which w'c 
left this morning five ■»A. M. w'e reached the suburbs of 
Iloai-zeou-sitien, a city of the third order, (eight miles and a 
half,) in less than ttVo hours ; and after breakfasting there, 
we iu two hours and a half more (twelve miles) came to a 
palace of the emperor near Jlfm-yM-s/n’cn, a city of the third 
order also, were we propose to sleep. The road much the 
same as yestefday. The mountains were tumbled about- 
very agreeably, andx(»ust have a chearful appearance when 
olothed wnth verdure ; at present they arc very brown and 
dusky. They have not the slightest volcanic character, but* 

H H a 
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much resemble tlic inountiiins about Vellore ia tlw Cunmlic, 
being of various shapes aiul magnitudes, each standing on 
its own basis, and rising singly from a circumferent Jcvd, and 
often crowned Avith trees and pagodas. Some of tlieiii ap- 
peared to have been originally conical, and rounded oft’ or 
shortened by the lapse of time. At about tAvo-thirds of tin; 
Avay, between lloai-n‘ou-shien and Mien-^ii-shieny avc passed 
a ri Acr (vyhose course is southward) over a bridge built on 
eaissooris of Avattles filled Avith stones. I imdei'stand that 
sudi bridges are very common in this part of the country. 
Tlie caissoons are of difi’erciit dimensions according to . the 
spread* of tiie flood: they arc from four to eight feet broad, 
and their lengths are ecjual to ^le Avidth of the bridge. 'J’hc 
distances between them also A'ary. They arc usually about 
once and a half the breadth of the caissoons. The caissoons 
are fixed by perpendicular spars more or less frequent, ac- 
cording to tlie depth of the river and rapidity of the current. 
Fn Ijroady or navigable streams, this caissoon Avork is discon* 
tinned iu the middle, and large flat-bottomed boats are sub- 
stituted. . ’Over the Avliole ai'c laitl planl^ hurdles, and clay. 
Whfen the emperor is expected to pa,* additional bridgi’s 
arc constructed. Near this place a part of the great Avail, 
stretching oyer a high steep hill, Avas visible on our left, dis- 
tant about nine or ten miles from the road. 

* ' • / 

'' 

TJiis evening a Tartar officer of high rank, ^ and commander 
of the troo]:)S‘in this district, paid iis a visit and brought 
a small present of fruit and SAVcetini^e^ ; a sensible gentlc- 
^manlike man and sufficiently inibrmedi as appeared in lus 
conversation, of the pre»eminence of Great Britain in Europe, 
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a civilized, ingenious, and powerful tuition. Van~ta~gUi. 
though decorated with the same button anti of tlie siftne mi- 
litary rank, yet would scarcely venture to sit down in his 
presence, so great is the resjiect affected by the Chinese to- 
wards the Tartars of the court. 

Wednesday, September 4th. Our first stage this morning 
from Mit’n-i/u-sliien, was about six miles and a half to a 
bonze’s temple called Kiozo^song-chang^ and our next was of 
fifteen iiiijies to You-chhi-sa^ where we have dined and shall 
sleep. Near this palace is ti small walled town called Che-siou^ 
rescmbliiig, in the mode of its fortification and defence, 
most of the other cities which we have passed through in 
China. And here I must say a word or two on the subject 
of ?iiem : they have usually four or five reclangular projec- 
tions from each front, according to their size, answering 
the purpose of bastions, and arc about a hundied yards from 
each other. They contain 'genenilly three or four embra- 
sures in front and two in each dank, and are 'distant from 
centre to centre three yards. The walls arc from tiventy-fivc 
to tliirty-five feet high ; the gates are defended by projections 
of different figures and dimensions, but usually of forty or 
fifty yards sc|uarc ; sometimes the angles are taken off by a 
curve, and sometimes the whole projection is semicircular, 
'riiis space is entered from without in some instances in the 
fi’ont, but oflciior in one of the flanks. A second gate then 
opens info the town, in the middle of that side of the iiiclo- 
surc that is formed by the city wall. These are, 1 undei’stand, 
the general principles of defence that prevail in China. The 
w'alls arc seldom surrounded by a regular ditch, or strength- 
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cncd outworks. Where these cities happen to stand 
upon li canal, a small branch of it is sometimes led round 
them. • Artificial mounts arc often to be found within short 
commanding distances, probably raised in very ancient times. 

I never saw artillery mounted on the walls of any of these 
fortified towns, and I suspect they have none in their arse- 
nals. Cfiou-ta-gin says it is not necessary, as no enemies 
with artilh>'ry arcto be apprehended. The chief use there- 
fore of walled towns at present is for secniring the treasure, 
tributes, and taxes of the emperqr as they arc receive!!, for 
the protection of the public graiferies, and for the safety of 
the prisons, '.riic road this day, though very rough, has been 
pleasant and romantic ; it is uphill the whole way and so, 
I find, it will continue to CJehol. CulUvation now is se|^oni 
practicable except on the edges of rivers. Great numbers 
of goats and horses appcar.fronv tinic to time on the moun- 
tains, and run along the most dangerous precipices without 
apprehension or accident. In the course of these last two 
days, both Vdn-ta^gin and Chou-ta-gin took their turns to 
come into the post-chaise with me, and were inexpressibly 
pleased iind„. astonished with its easiness,, lightness, and 
rapidity, the ingenuity of the spring, and the various con- 
trivances for raising and lowering tlie glasses, curtains, and 
jcalousys. — At one place where I alighted, I saw a beautiful 
weeping willow hanging over a sw'eet pastoral stream on one 
side of the road ; it measured fifteen feet in the girth, at eight 
feet almve the ground. — It came out in conversation that the 
legale has never dispatched my letter to Sir Erasmus Gower, 
and this day he has returned it to me, with a trifling excuse 
for not sending it away. He said, it did not appear from 
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Avliat 1 told liira to l)e of any importance, and in 1 ruth it wa.'? 
of lyery little. What can be the mctning of this ? 'I’o-monow 
he is to leave ys, in order that he may get to Cichol a day 
or two sooner, and have things' ready there for our re- 
ception. 

Tliursday, September 5th. Fiom You-cfmi’Sa to Cou-pee- 
kiout where we stopped to breakfast, are thirteen miles. About 
the half way, the road ascends a steep hill and passes through 
Min-nan-tien, Avhich stands on the summit, and signifies the 
gate of the southern Heaven. Between Min-naii’-Hen and 
the great wall, which now begins to shew itself, is a valley 
of considerable extent and of uncommon jneturesque beauty, 
watered by a elcar winding stream. The sides of the valley 
are formed by rocky mountains, not sloping but rising al- 
most perpendicularly at right angles from the. plain. These 
mountains, gradually approaching almost close to the pas- 
sage, leave only a narrow defile or ravine, through whicli 
there is barely room for the road and a small rivulet that 
runs in the bottom. Across the road is built a tower of eigh- 
teen feet wide (with the gate in the centre) and forty-five feet 
long. This puss had been formerly quite closed by the side 
walls of the tower continuing up the*hills, both bn the cast 
and west, but on the- latter it is now open ; for both the arch, 
through which room had been left for the stream to flow, 
and the wall raised upon the arch, have been destroyed, and 
there now appears a complete disruption of the whole from 
top to bottom. Through the lower gate we proceeded on for 
a cousideralflc way, I suppose near a thousand yards, through 
a large extent of ground with several houses built upon it,. 
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and enclosed by high walls connected with the great one, till 
we came to another gate,^nd from thence to the town of C«u- 
pe-kioUf whicli is very populous, and strongly jenclosed by two 
or three rows of walls, which at a few miles distance converge 
together, and unite with the main one. After breakfast we 
set out from Cou-pe-kiou,. in order to visit this celebrated w'alJ, 
which we liud heard such wondere of, and aftfer passing 
through the outermost gate on the Tartar side, we began our 
j)cregri nation on foot, there being no other method of ap- 
}>roach. In less than half an hour, after travelling over very 
rough ground, we at last arrived at a breach in the wall, by 
which we ascended to the top of it. I shall here minute 
down all the particulars relative to it, which I can either re- 
collect inysclf, or have been reminded of by my companions. 

• • f • • ■ . / • 

s I ;■ 

The wall is built of a blucish colored brick, not burned 
but dried in the sun a ud .raised upon a stone foundation, 
and, as. nieaisured from the gi’ouncl on the side next 'I’artarv, 

. Wi//.-— Frbm the color of the bricki^'we led to imagine tha they had not 
felt the fire, but I have been since good author!^ that they were 

jcertainly burnt in a kiln. 

1 have Teceiv<^ the fiSllowing opinion on this subject from Doctor Gillan* 

The appearance and color of the bricks of the great wall of China gave ren.spn to 
suspect that they had ^ver been burnt in kilns, but only baked in the sun. As they 
have so long resisted die influence of time and weather^ it appeared worth while to 
ascertain the fact by experiment. It is now w'ell' known from Mr. Wedgwood’s, 
experiments, that any mass of clay or brick always contracts in .allies dimensions,, 
when exposed to the action of . fire i that this contraction increa^s in proportion as 
the heat is incieased, and that the n^iss does not rcturxv to its former dimensions 
after it is withdrawn from the fire, but remaius in the same state of contraction till 
it be exposed afresh to another degree of heat superior to that in yrhich it had been 
before. .From these facts, it was easy to ascertain \:hctlier the bricks of the great 
wait ha^ been burnt, or only baked in the sun. 
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it is about twenty-six feet high in the perpendicular. The 
stone fouiulntion is fomacd of two coui'sos t)f jri-aulle, ecpial 
to twenty-four inches. From thciicc to the pampet, inchut- 
iug the cordon, which is si.x iuches, arc nineteen feet four 
inches, the parapet is four feet eight indies. I'roni the 
stone foundation to the cordon arc fifty-eight rows of bricks, 
aiuh above the cordon are fourteen rows; and eacli row, 
allowing for the interstices of the mortar, and the insertion ol 
the cordon, ina^' be calculated at Uie rate of four inches per 
brick. 'J'hus then fifty-eight and fourteen bricks, ctpial to 
seventy-two, give two liiiiidred and eighty-eight inehoN, t>r 


Experiment First. 

A piece of the brick was cut into the form of a cubc^ and its dimensions accu- 
rately measured by means of a graduated scale and compass^ before it was put into 
the fire. It was then put into a common kitchen fire of wood, where it remained 
for an hour. As the' heat of such a fire is much greater than what the bricks 
could have received from baking in the sun, the cube must have contracted very 
considerably had it n/oit been originally burnt, as bri^s Usually are. Upon taking 
-it out of the fire, it was found not to have suffered any dimension of size, or change 
of color. This experiment proved that the brick must have originally undergone a 
heat at least ecfiial to that of a kltclien fire, and consequently that they were burnt 
ill kilns. 

Experiment Second. 

The same cube was afterwards put into a fire of ptt-coal, which was blown by a 
bellow’s, so as to excite a white heat, ite was left in the fire about three quarters 
of an hour, and w^hen taken out, it was found very sensibly ■ contracted in all its 
dimensions, and had become of a dark red color. 

Tliis experiment proved the general proposition, and shewed that the brick had 
not originally been exposed to so gmat a beat as that of tlie forge fire. The change 
of color was owing to two causes, partly to the greater calcination of the iron 
existing in the. original clay of the brick, and partly to the iron contained in tbe 
ashes and ^corise of the pit-coal. ^ H. C. 

YOL. m. II 
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twenty-four feet, which, together with the stone foundation, 
umkc twcnty-siic foot, llic wall on the inside, I presume, 
measures nearly the same. At the bottom the walls are five 
feet thick, and diminish gradually as they rise, being only two 
feet four inches at tlic cordon, and one foot aud a half at the 
top of the parapet. The space or terrepkine between the 
Walls, W'hich is tilled with earth and rubbish up to the level of 
the bottom of the cordon, and paved with square bricks, is 
eleven feet in the clear, so that theVe is room for two coaches 
or five' horsemen abreast. 'Hits great wall is sti-cngthened and 
defended by square towers at one hundred and fifty to two hun* 
dred feet distance. They arc of diflerent dimensions. I entered 
one which projected eighteen feet from thc.(amp^t on the Tar- 
tar side ; there is no projection on the Chiiuvi^ con7][>It is forty* 
feet long at the bottom, aud gradually diming j, * as to form 
a square of only tliirty feet at the U'rrq^^^iie, TlW'pOTpendulclar 
height is about thirty-six feet eight iiiv/ies. This tower stands 
on four courses of stone, each eoui’sc equal to tourlc‘en inches, 
which gives fiftj^-six inches, or four feet eight inehes ; ^nd 
above the stone work to the top of the parapet arc ninety-^ix 
rows of brick, which at four inches to eaCli brick, and making 
ulio^i^ncc, as before, for the cordon, }>roducc three hnndied 
and eighty-four inches, or thiitv-two feet. Total thirty-six 
feet eight inches. ^I'lic parapet of the wall is cut with em- 
brasures at nine feet distance from centre to centre, and 
there are loop holes between the embrasures df twelve inches 
long and ten wide, and scarped away below, which appear 
much belter calculated for mnsquetry than, for arrows. This 
’Circumstance, togethcfT with that of the soles of th^ 'embra- 
sures'of the tower being pierced, as we observed, with small 

3 
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lioleSy similar to those used in Europe for receiving the swi- 
vels of w*all»piercs, vould 'seem to countenance ii conjecture 

tliut the Chinese had llic use of some sort of fire arms in ver\ 
ancient times ; for all their writings agree tliat this wail w'as 
built above two hundred J'ears before the Christian ajra. 

It is carried on in a curvilinear direction, often over the 
sleep{'st, highest, and craggiest mountains, as I observed in 
several places, and measures upwards of one thousand five 
hundred mites in length from its coinmenceincnt in the gulph 
of Pi’-chc-h in Uni province of Lea-tons;* east of Pekin, to its 
ti'rniinat ion iii the province of Chen-ni, west of Pekin. 

If the other parts of it be similar to those which 1 have 
seen, it is certainly the most stupendous work of human 
li'ind'', for I imagine, that if the outline of all the masonry of all 
the forts and foi titled places in the whole world besides wcn‘ 
to 1 k! calculated, it would fall considerably sliort of that of 
the great w all of China. At the remote period of its building, 
China must not only have been a very powerful «'mpirc, but 
a very m isc and virtuous nation ; or at least to have luul such 
foresight, and such regal’d for posterity, as to establish at 
once what w a^ then thought a perpetual security for them 
against future invasion, chusing to load herself with an cnor> 
iiious oxpcnce of immediate labor and treasure, ratJicr than 
to leave succeeding generations to a precarious dcpendaucc 
on cxaitingcnt resources. She must also have had uncom- 
mon vigilance and discernment, so us tp jirofit by every cur- 
rent event, and to seize th<' proper inoi^ill¥t of tranquillity fi»r 
executing sp extensive and difficult Ian entcr]«izc. Put 

r 1 'J 
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sidts a defence i^igaiust her enemies, she j)ossibly liad other 
objects in view. * She might intend 'it to shut out from the 
fertile provinces of China the numerous and feio<'ious l)casts 
of the wilds of 'J’artary, to ascertain and fix her boundary, and 
to prevesd c'n>iftration. Till the establishineui of the jn-csent 
dynasty on the tiironc, she seems to have entertained no pro- 
jects of foreign compicsts ; and it is still a favoritci point of 
lici policy to confine her sid>jects within tiic limits of the em- 
pire. 'l’hos(' nho depart from China without licence are ine- 
vitably ])unishcd with the utmost rigor, if ever brought back. 
The wall is still, in some places which I saw> cpiite pcTfeet 
and entire, and looks as if recently built, or lepaircd, but in 
general it is in a ruinous condition, and falling fast to dccav, 
very little care being Uikcn to preserve it. ludcc<l, at pre> 
.sent, its utility in point of defence seems to be almost at an 
end ; for the emlwror now reigning has cxtende<l his t<‘iritory 
so fhr beyond it, that I doubt whether his doiniiiiuns without 
the wall arc inferior to those within it. 

It was not without a little nianagemcnt that we contrived 
to cxmninc this wall so much at our leisure, for some of our 
ixmductors appeared rather uneasy, or impatient at the length 
of our stay upon it. They were astonished at our curiosity, 
und'alinast began to siisjicet us, I believe, of dangerous de- 
signs. Van^ta*gin and C/iou-ta-qutf though they had jiassed 
it twenty times IxTore, had never visited it but once, a few of 
the other attending mandaiines had never visited it at all. 

* From Coit-^pe-kio^hic^ clei''en miles to Zimt-king-fong, which 

ends this day’s journey. A little iixcidept has happened 'at 
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this place which* strongly in^rks the jealousy that subsists be- 
tween the Chinese and the Tartars, A Tartar servant of the 
lowest class attending at the palace, had, it seems, stolon 
some of the utensils furnished for our acc(»inmodation, and 
when toxed with the theft by Van-ta-^S'in and Chou-la-gin^ an- 
swered with so much ini])crtincnce, that they ordered him to 
be smartly bambooed on the spot. T’he inonK'nt he was re- 
leased, he broke out into the most insolent expressions, and 
insisted that a Chinc.se mandarine had no right to hainlxjo a 
Tartar without side of the great wall. 'I'lie punisluneiit Avas 
hoAvever repeated, and in such a manner as to make him not 
only restore the stolen goods, but repent, 1 belieA*e, of his to- 
pographical objection to it. I suspect, however, that there 
was some sort of ground for his ^stinction, but that the com- 
mission of our conductors was sufficiently extensive to over- 
rule it, and superseile any local immunities *. Chou-ta-gin 
tells me he has every reason to believe that my praposal relai: 
tne to the ceiernonial Avill be approved of. 

Friday, September 6th. Our journey to-day Avas very 
short. It being only thirteen miles from Liou-king-Jons* to 
(yhing-chang^yout Avhcrc we mean to sleep. The farther we 
advance among the mountains, Ave find the AA'oathcr grow 
colder. It Avas remarkably sharp this morning, although 
yesterday the thermometer (Tarenheit’s) stood at 82, and 
at 78 the day before. We noAv observe many people Avith 
very large goitres or wens growing on the outside of their 

** On this occasion ^ati-ia-gm couM not help sayjng to our interpjreter, A Tat- 
** tar will always he a Tartas,” 
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throats, as iu the Valais and the I’irol. The snow lies here 
several months iu the year, and to the use of snow water the 
Chinese attribute this deformity; how justly I know not, but 
it is certairi that there arc no goitres to be seen in the south- 
ern provhieos, ivhcrc probably the wa.ters are not loss impreg- 
•natotl with tlie info stone than in the northern ones. 'Hie 
country here indeed has a very Alpine appearance, inuch re- 
sembling Savriv and Swisserhmd. 'Jliis evening our interpre- 
ter amused us with an extract from one of the 77CTi-.s/«g 
gazettes, which S(vm to be much on a par with our own 
newspapofN for wit atid authenticity. In an acco\int given 
there of the prescut^ said to bo brought for the cmjjcror from 
F.nglnnd, the IblJowiug artfcles arc mentioned : .Several dwarl*'., 
or little men, not twelve inl^ics high, but in form and intel- 
Icet as })erfcct as grenadiers ; an elepiiant, not larger than a 
eat : and a horse the size of a mouse ; a singing bird as big as 
a hen, that feeds upon charcoal, and devours usually fifty 
pounds per day ; ami, lastly, an enchanted pillow, on which, 
whoever lays his head, iinnicdiatcly falls asleep ; and if lu' 
dreams of any distant place, such as Cajiton, Fonnosa, or 
Buru)?«, is instantly transported thither, w ithout the fatigue 
of travelling. 'J’his little anecdote, however ridiculous. J 
thought it would not bo fair to leave out of m 3 ' journal. 

Satiu'da.v, ScpU'jnbcr 7 tb. From Chin-chan-i/on are eleven 
miles to JVan-ka^ijoKi where wo stopt to bi'U'akfast ; and from 
If aii-fca-ijou io Co-ht-i‘lio-tfou are sc\cu miles mort' ; here we 
have diiK'd and pt'oprise Ut sleep. The road to-daN' has 
h<vn \cry mugh and stony, llio count r 3 ' 'opens and groas 
k'ss romantic, but still pleasant. 
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j$unday» September 8th. This morning we set out from 
Co4a’ChO‘i/out which is twelve miles from Gehol, and ob- 
served, as we passed, a vcry^cmarkablc appearance on the 
right hand of the road, called Schwang-ta-s!iaiig ; it is a 
double rock on the top of a high fiill, risfhg up quite bare 
'from its base, somewhat resembling what the Needles were 
a few years since.* It is perforated in two places, the one 
near the lx)ttoni, and the other equidistant from the top. 
I’he height of the highest part of the rock from the base is 
about two hundred and thirty feel. ^Ye stopped at Quon-ur^ 
longi two miles short of Gehol, in order to dress and marshal 
the procession for my public entry. It was arranged in the 
following manner, and made a very splendid sliew: 

An hundred Mandarines on horseback. 

Licutcnant-coloncl llcuson. 

Toiir Light Oragoems. 

J' our liight Dragoons. 

Lieutenant Parish. 

’ Driun. Tife. 

% 

Four Artilleiy Men. 

Four Artillery Men. 

JKour Artillery Men. 

A Corporal of Artillery, 

Lieutenant Crew. 

Fojrr Infantry, 

Four Infantry. 
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Four Infantry. 

Four Infantry. 

A Scijeani of Infantry. 

Two Scr\’anls in a rich green and gold livery. 

'JVo Serrants in Ditto. 

Two Sen'ants in Ditto. 

Two Servants in Ditto. 

Two Couriers in Ditto. 

Two Musicians in Ditto. 

’l\vo Musicians in Ditto. 

'I’wo Musicians in Ditto. 


1’wo Gcnllcnicu of the Embassy 
Two Gentlemen of the Embassy 
Two Gcntlemeii of the Embassy 


i In a uniform of scarlet 
r embroidered with gold 


Ixird Macartney 
Sir George Staunton. and Son 

A Servant in livery behind Ditto, 


J 


In a chariot. 


Wc were near two hours from Quon-ur4ong to the palace 
, 'prepared for us at Gehol, which is spacious and conve- 
nient. All tlie baggage, presents, &c. &c., were already ar- 
rived before uft. 

Being at the end of our journey, I shall here insert 
a few notes and observations, before I proceed to a detail of 
our transactions at this place. 
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ylbstracf of the Route from Pekin to Cnhol. 


£ng. Miles 

From the Ambassador’s house to the gate 4i 

From Pekin to Ching-ho 


'J’o Lin^oo 

11 

'fo Jsun-chtit-see 

. 

'I’o Iloai-ziou-kien 

8? 

To Mrn-ytt-kien 

VI 

'Po Kiou-song-chang 

(h 

'Po Vou-chihsa 

1.5 

'Po Cou^pe-kiou - * - 

13 

8'2 

Enter Tart ary. 

Fjoni Cou-pc-kiou to Leon-kingfong 

IJ 

'Po Chhig-chan-you 

13 

'J’o IVan-ka-you 

11 

'Fo Cola~chon^you - 

7 

To Qaon-nr-long 

10 

'Po the Ambassador’s house at Gehol 

% 

2 

— — 5-^ 


'Potal 136 


Our journey upon the ^\hole has been very pleasant and, 
being divided into seven days, not at all fatiguing. At tlw^ 
end of every stage \vc have been lodged and entertained in 
the wings or houses adjoining to the emperor’s palaces, 'i’hcse 
VOL. ri. K K 
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palaces, which occur at short distances from each other on 
the road, have Ixsen Iniilt for his reception, on liis uiuniai visit 

to Tartary. They are coiibtructcd u[>uu nearly the bamc 
plan, and in tht; same taste. They front the south, and arc 
usually situated on irre^^ular gntund, near lltc bases of gentle 
hills, which, together uitli their adjoining vallios, arc inclosed 
by high walls, ^ud laid out in parks and pleasure grounds 
with every possible attention to pieturcstpic beauty. "NVheu- 
ever water ctm be brought into the view, it is not neglected ; 
the distant hills arc planted, cultivated, or left naked, ac- 
cording to their accompatiimcnts in the prospect. Inc wall 
is often concealed in a sunk fence, in order to give an idea 
of greater extent. A Chinese gardener is the painter of 
nature, and though totally ignorant of perepoctive as a 
science, produces the happiest effects, by the management 
or rather pencilling of distances, if I may use the expres- 
sion, by relieving or keeping down the features of the scene, 
by contrasting trees of a bright, with those of a dusky foliage, 
by bringing them forward, or throwing them back, aceortling 
to their bulk and their figure, and by introducing buildings 
of different dimensions, either heightened by strong coloring, 
or softened by simplicity, and omission of ornament. 

The common road from Pekin to Ochol is, in general, 
pretty good for the two first days, but I must observe, that 
there is another road parallel to it, which is laid off tor the 
sole use of the sovereign, no other person being permitted to 
travel upon it, a circnn)stauce of im}^rial appropriation, 

wliich I do not recollect even iu Muscovy or Austria. As the 

3 
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emperor is expected to return to Pektn in the latter end of 
this month, the repair of tliis road is already begun, and we 
ralculatcd that in tlio, hundred and thirt3*-six milos, from 
Pekin to Gchol, above twenty three thousand troops were 
employed upon it. They are usualiy divided into working 
parties of ten men to every hundred yards. 

Almost close to the road, at various distances, arc towers 
or nulitary posts (about one to every five miles) each post 
having from six to fifteen soldiers attached to it, who all 
turned out, as we passed along, aifd fired a salute for us 
from three small chambers of iron, fixed vertically in the 
ground, while a brass gong rattled upon the parade, and u 
Yellow flag fluttered on the battlements. 

'I'he garrison of Gehol, <liiring the emperor’s residence, 
is about a hundred thousand men. 

GchoU Sunday, September 8tli continued. Soon after we ar- 
rived at this place, the legate came and gave me back my paper 
about the ceremonial, and said that if 1 dcUvore<l it myself to 
the minister I .should receive the answer. Our interpreter also 
(•anic and told me from Van-tn~gin and ('hou-ta-ghit that 
the emperor had seen iny entry ami procession from one of 
the heights of his park, and was much pleased with thcni; 
and that he had immediately ordered the first minister and 
another colao to wait upon me. In the mean time I'an-ta^ 
i^in and Chon-fa-^gin them'^ches ai rived and told me, that 
as there would not be suificicnl room in my apartment I'oi’ 
all the first minister’s suite, he the first minister luijied 1 

K K 2 
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would excuse turn from coudng to me in pci'son, and that 
it woidd be the same thing if 1 would be so good as to go 
to him : he added, that the first minister bad received a 
hurt in his knee, which rendered it inconvenient and pain- 
ful to him to move much about. It being very hot weather, 
and the scnaiits greatly huiried and fatigued with the 
operations of the day, and our baggage, &c. not I)cing yet 
un])aeke<l, or put into older, 1 excused myself with a civil 
compliment, but told them, that if there was any business 
necessary to mention immediately. Sir George Staunton 
should attend the first biinisler in the evening. Thc} then 
informed me, that the 'J’arlar legate had been censured by 
the emperor, for some inisrepruseutations with regard to 
the embassy, and had Ixieu already punished b}' a degra- 
dation of three ranks *. Soon after several Mandarines of 
high rank emne to visit me, some of them wcaiing yellow 
\ ests, which are marks of particular favor from the emperor. 

The minister having signified a desire this afternoon of see- 
ing Sir George Staunton, he immediately went with his son 
and our interpreter to the minister’s house, wdiich is above a 
mile from my hotel, having passed through a great part of the 
town of Gehol in his way to it. There he found the legato 
at the door, who conducted him to an apartment where 'the 
minister was sitting, attended by four other colaos, all having 

* Ttie emperor having heardi that I had his picture in my cabin on board the 
*^11100} asked the legate whether it was like him» upon which it came out that the 
legate had never been*near the Lion» which he had been ordered to visit. It was 
said, that he was afraid of the water, and therefore would not venture, not suspect-* 
irg that hi$ omission would be discovered. 
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red buttons on their caps, and two of them tires >c(l in yellow 
vests. On Sir Georgc*s retuni, I found that the luinister's 
objects were to know the contents of the king’s letter to the 
emperor (of which a copy w'ds accordingly promisc»l to he 
given to him), and to contrive means of avoiding, if }><)ssib!r, 
the compliments to his majesty, in return for luy compliance 
with the Chinese ceremony, as proposed in my paper, which 
it was apparent the minister hud seen before the legate had 
given it back to me. Sir George now delivered it to the mi- 
nister officially from me. 

Monday, September 9th. The legate, Van~ia'‘^in and Chou- 
ta-gm came this morning to urge me to give up the reciprocal 
compliment 1 demanded, but I dwelt upon the propriety of 
something to distinguish between the homage of tributary 
])riuccs, and the ceremony used on the part of a great and 
indc|>endcut sovereign. I understand privately that the em- 
peror is not acquainted with the difficulties that have arisen 
on this subject, but that when he is, the matter will pro- 
bably be adjusted as 1 wish, 

i 

Tuesday, September 10th. This day the logjite, Vun-ta-gin ■ 
and Ch<m-ta~gin renewed the conversation of yc.sttirday, rela- 
tive to the ceremony, m the course of which I told them it 
was not natural to expect that an ambassador should pay 
greater homage to a foreign prince than to his own liege 
sovereign, unless a return' were made to him that might war- 
rant him to do more. Upon which they asked me, what was 
the ceremony of presentation to the king of England ? I told 
them it was performed by kneeling upon one knee, and ki}><- 
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jn^ his majesty’s’ baud. Why then, cried they, can’t you do 
HO to tlie emperor ? ISIosi readily, said I ; the same ceremoAy 
f perform to iny own king, I am willing to go through for 
your emperor, and 1 think it a greater compliment than any 
other I can }>ay him. I shewed them the manner of it, and 
they retired sc('jningly well satisfied. In the aflenioou OZ/ow- 
tn-^in eaiiKs to me alone, and said that he hud just seen 
(lie minister, and had a Iona; conference with him upon this 
hiisiuess; the result of whi<*li uus, that eilher the liiiglisli 
tuodc of presentation (which I had shown them in the morn- 
ing), or the picture c<Meinony slipuld be adopted : but he had 
not yet decided which. I said nothing. — Soon after the le- 
gale arrived, and declared that it was finally determined to 
adopt the English ceremony, only, that as it was not the cus- 
tom of China to kiss the emperor’s hand, he proposed 1 should 
kneel upon both knees instead of it. I told him I had al- 
ready given my answer, which was to kneel upon one knee 
only, on those oci'asions when it is usual for the Chinese to 
prostrate themselves. Well then, said they, the eerenumy of 
kissing the emperor's haml must be omitted, 'fo this 1 a‘*- 
»eiiled, saying, as you please ; but remember it is your doing, 
and, according to your proposal, is but half the ceivmonv : 
and you sec I tun willing to peifonn the whole one. And 
thus ended this furious negoeiation, which has gh en mo a 
tolerable insight into the character of this court, and that 
oolilicul address upon which they so much >aluc themselves. 

A\’ednc'>day, Scplcmher 1 Uh. At half pa*^! nine A. W. the 
lcgal(‘. and Chon-ta’ght came to niy liouso to at- 

tend mo to the minister or chief colao. I li-* palace is very 
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spacious, and consists of several courts, tli«)u«:h which w<.* 
passed before w’e arrived at his apartment, which is small, ami 
has nothing niagniticent in furniUire or op))caranro. 11c 
received us Avith great affability, and sceincd, as Sir (icoruc 
Staunton toUl me, quite a diftcrent sort of person from wivat 
he appeared a few days before. Hq is a handsome, fair ina«». 
of}>])out forty to forty-five veal’s old, quick and fluent. On 
ills right hand was the .Fou-HoUt a handsome fair man also, of 
about thirty years old ; and on his left hand two old Chinese 
I'olaos, one the president of the conrt of rites, and ihci other 
the president of the tribunal of finance, and at the end of all 
was another great man in a yellow vest, but who did not seem 
to be of equal authority with the others. . 

I began by sa^dng that, being now recovered from the 
fatigue A)f niy journe}', I Avas happy to have an early oppor- 
tunity of Avaiting upon him, anil expressing iny wishes to 
present the king^s letter to the emperor as soon as possible, 
over}’ difliculty being noAv obAiated. I said that, hi the mean 
time, 1 had made many inquiries about the emperor's health, 
and Avas rejoiced "to hear that it was so good as to promise long 
life to him, and cmnsoquently much hapjiiness to his subjeebi, 
and that it Avould give sincere pleasure to the greatest sove- 
reign in the west to hoar such good ncAvs from me of the 
greatest sovereign of the east. The minister made some com- 
pliments in return, and said, that on account of the very 
great distance from which the embassy had been sent, and of 
the value of the presents, some of the Chinese customs (avIhcIi 
had hitherto been inA^ariably oliscrvcd) would now be relaxed, 
and that I might perform the ceremony after the manner of 
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niy owa country, and deliver the king’s letter into tlic empje- 
•ror’s own hands. So now' these preliminary diSicultics arc 
over, and Saturday next, being a great festival at court, is 
fixed on for the day of my intrcKl action. In the.course of this 
conversation, w'hich lusted a considerable time, he asked me 
questions relative to our voyage ; wdicrc we had stopped in 
iMir way, and for what purposes ? Having mentioned our put- 
ting in at Turon Bay, in Cochinchina, for water, he observed 
to me that that country w’as a tributary and dependance of 
Chinui. He inquired how tar BugUind was from Russia, and 
whctljcr they w ere good friends together, and whether Italy 
and Portugal \yei-e not near England and tribuUiry to it. 

I explained to him the distance between England and 
Russia in Chinese measure, and repeated that w'c were at 
. prc.sent at peace witli all tlic world, and with the empress of 
Russia, as well a8<.'witli others, but that there did' not seem 
to be the same cordiality of late ns formerly, on ucconut 
of the king of England (wdio is a lover of peace and justice, 
and a friend of the distressed) having once interfered to re- 
press a spirit of encroachment shew'u in some of her measures 
>vitli rcgartl to 'rurkey. As to Italy and POi'tugal, they were 
not t rihiUaries of I’ligland, but frotn tlic same motives of ge- 
neral justice and equity before mentioned, the king of Eng- 
laiid had often afforded them protecBon, and shewm them 
marks of his fricnclshij). AVhen 1 rose to go away, the mini- 
ster took me by the hand, and said he should be happy to 
<‘ultivatc my acq\uiintance, and hoped to have frequent op- 
portmiitios of seeing me familiarly at Yuen-min-yuen, as the 
bustle and hurry of business, and the festivals of the empe- 
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iDr’s anniversary must necessarily engage the greater part of 
his time, whilst the court remained at Gehftl. 

In the afternoon our iricncis Van-ta^gin and Cliou-fa-gtn vi- 
sited us, and repeated a great many Hattering things, which 
they assured us the minister had said of us, and that he had 
made so favorable a rej)ort to the emperor, that he was quite 
impatient for Saturday. Then the Tartar arrived, aiid brought 
us a present of fruit and sweclineats from the minister, with a 
compliment simdar to that brought by Vati-ta-ghi and Chott- 
ia-gin. 

employed the rest of the <lay in getting the presents put 
in onlcr. 

Thursday, September 12th. And this day they were sent 
to the palace to be viewed. Soon after the legate came to 
\ isit me, and brought another present of fruit and sweet- 
meats, but seemed much out of humour. 

Triday, September 13th. Van^fa^gin and Chou-ta~gin call- 
ed on us to say, that the presents were much aj)proved,.but 
it was wished that somebody might be sent to shew how the 
telescopes were to be put up and used ; upon which Dr. Gil- 
lan and our interpreter went and taught the eunuchs how to 
join them togtuher, to adjust the dsiy and night glasses, and 
to nuinagc the rack work. Notwithstanding their complete 
ignorance, these gentry pretended to understaml, at half a 
word, all the machinery of these instmments ; but Dr. Gillan 
did not leave them, till he thought he had really made them 
masters of it. To-morrow being the grand festival at court, 
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and the day appointed for our fii’st presentation, we arc 
busily employed in- getting ready for the occasioti. 

Saturday, September 14th. This morning at four o’clock 
A. M. wc set out for the court under the convoy of Van-ta~gin 
and Chon~ta^giii, and rcsxched it in little more than an hour, 
the distance being about three miles from our hotel. I pro- 
ceeded in great state with all my train of music, guards, &c. 
Sir George Staunton and 1 went in palankeens, and the offi- 
cers and gentlemen of the embassy on horseback. Over a 
rich embroidered velvet, I wore the mantle of the Oi*der of the 
Bath with the collar, a diamond badge and a diamond star. 
Sir George Staunton Avas dressed in a rich embroidered velvet 
also and, being a doctor of hiAVs in the university of Oxfortl, 
Avorc the habit of his degree, Avhich is of scarlet silk full and 
tloAving. I mention these little particulars to shcAv the atten- 
tion I alAvays paid,Avhere a proper opportunity oflered, to ori- 
ental customs and ideas. AVe alighted at the park gate, troin' 
Avhence avc Avalked to the impenal cncampimmt, and Avere 
conducted to a large handsome tent prepared for us on one 
side of the emperor’s. After Avaiting there about an hour, his 
apjiroacli Avas announced by drums and music, on Avhich Ave 
(piitted our tent, and came forAvard upon the green carpet, 
fie was seated in an open palankeen, carried by sixteen 
bearers, attended by numbers of officers bearing flags, stand- 
ards, and umbrellas; and as he passed, Ave paid him our 
compliments, by kneeling on one knee, Avhilst all the Chinese 
made their usual prostrations. As soon as he had ascended 
his throne, I came to the entrance of the tent an<l, holduTg in 
both my hands a large gold box enriched Avith diamonds, in 

Avhich Avas inclosed the king’s letter, I Avalkcd deliberately 

3: • 
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up and, ascending the side steps of the throne, delivereil 
it into the enipei’or's own hands Avho, having received il, 
passed it to the minister, by whom it was placed on the 
cushion. lie then gave me,' as the first present from him t<» 
lus majesty, theju-eu^ou or as the symbol of peace 

and prosperity, and expressed his hopes that my sovereign 
and he should always live in good correspondence and 
amity. It is a whitish agate-looking stone about a foot, 
and a half long, curiously carvpd, and highly prizeil by the 
Chinese ; but to me it docs not appear in itself to be of any 
great value. 

'.rhe emperor then presented me with a ju-eu-jout of a 
greenish colored stone, and of the same emblematic charac- 
ter, at the same time he very graciously received from me a. 
pair of bcaptiful enamelled watches set with diamonds, which 
I had preptircd in consequence of the infonuatiou given me, 
and which having looked at, he passed to the minister. « 

Sir George Staunton whom, as he had l>cen ap|)ointcd mi- 
nister plc.mipoteutiary to act in case of my death or <lcpar- 
turc, T introduced to him as such, pow came forward, and 
after kneeling on one knee, in the same manner which I hqd 
done, ]>rcscnted to him two clcgsint air guns, and receivc<l 
from him nju-eu-jout of greenish stone, nearly similar to mine; 
other presents were sent at the same time to all the gentlemen 
of n»3' train. Wc then descended from the ste|>s of the 
throne, and sat down upon cushions at one of the tables on 
the emperor’s left hand ; and at other tables, according to 
their different ranks, the chief Tartar princes, and the Mauda- 
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fines of the court at the same time took theif places, all dressed 
in the proper robes of their rchpcctivc ranks. 'J’hcse tables 
were then uncovered, and exhibited a sumptuous banquet. 
I’he emperor sent us several dishes from his own table, toge- 
ther with some li<)uors, which the Chinese call wine, not how- 
ever exprcs.s('d from the gra[)c, but distilled or extracted from 
rice, herbs, and honey. In about half an hour he sent for 
Sir George Staunton and mo to come to him, and gave to 
each of us, with his own hands, a cup of w arm wine, which 
we immediately drank in his presence, and found it very 
pleasant and comfortable, the morning l)cing cold and 
Among other things, he asked me the age of my king and, b^g 
informed of it, said he hoped be might live as many years as 
himself, which are eighty-three. IJis manner is dignified, but 
affable and condescending, and his reception of us has been 
very gracious and satisfactory. He is a. very fine old gentle- 
man, still healthy and vigorous, not having the appearance of 
a n^n of more than sixty. The order and regularity in serving 
and removing the dinner was wonderfully exact, and every 
function of the ceremony peribnned witli such silence and so- 

4 

lcmnity,.as in some measure to resemble the celebration of a 
religious mystery. The croperoi’^s. tent or pavilion, whidi 
is circular, I should c^culatc to be about twenty-four or 
twenty-five yayjds in diameter, aud is supported by a number 
of pillars cither gilded, painted-, or varnished, according to their 
distance and position. In the front was an opening of six 
yards, .and opening a yellow fly tent projected, .so as 

tu lengthen considerably the space between the entrance and 
the throne. 'Ilic materials and distribution of the furniture 
within at once displayed grandeur and elegance. The ta-^ 
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pestiT» the curtains, the carpets, the lauthorns, the fringes, 
the tassels, were disposed with such harmony,, the colors so 
artfully varied, and the light and shades so judiciously ma- 
naged, that the whole assemblage filled the eye with delight, 
and diffused over the mind a pleasing serenity and repose un- 
disturbed by glitter or affected cntbellishmcnts. 

The commanding feature of tlie cci'emony was that calm 
dignity, that sober pomp of Asiatic greatness, which Euro- 
pean refinements have not yet attained. 

I forgot to mention, that there were present on this occa- 
sion tlnrcc ambassadors from Tatar or Pegu, and six Maho- 
niedan ambassadors from - the Kalmucks of the south-west ; 
but their appearance was not very splendid. Neither must 1 
omit that, during the ceremony, which lasted five houm, va- 
rious entertainments of wrestling, tumbling, wire-dancing,- to- 
gether with dramatic representations, were exhibited opposite 
the tent, but at a considerable distance from it. 

Thus then have I seen King Solomon in all his glory. I 
use this expression, as the scene recalled perfectly to my 
memory a puppet-shew of that name, which J recollect to 
have seen in my childhood*, and which made so strong an 
impression on my mind, that I then thought it a true re- 
presentation of the highest pitch of human greatness and 
felicity. 

Sunday, Sept. 15th. The emperor having been informed 
that, in the course of our travels in China, we had shewn a 
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sti'cnig desire of seeing every tiling cuiious and interesting, ’ 
was pleased to giv^ directions to the first minister to shew 
us his parh, or garden, at Gehpl. It is called, in Chinese, 
Vai^ihou'-yueny which signifies the paradise of innumerable 
trees, fn order to have this gratification (which is consi- 
dered as an instance of uncommon favor) we rose this morn- 
ing at three o’clock, and went to the palace, where w'e Waited, 
mixed with all tlu*. great officers of state, for three hours 
(such is the etiquette of the place) till the emperor’s appear- 
ance. At last he came forth borne in the usual manner by 
sixteen persons, on a high open palankeen, attended by 
guards, music, standards, and uftibrcllas without number; 
and observing us, as we stood in the front line, graciously 
beckoned us to approach, having ordered his people to stop ; 
he entered into conversation with us and, with great affa- 
bility of inauiicr, told us that he was on his way to the 
Paginla,' . where he usually paid his morning devotions; 
that as we professed a difierent religion from his, he would 
not Jisk us to accompany him, but that he had ordered his 
fii’st minister and chief colaos to conduct us •through his 
gardens, and to shew us whatever we were desirous of see- 
ing there. Having expressed my sense of this mark of liis 
condescension in the proper manner,^ and my increasing 
admiration of every tiling 1 had yet hj;ser\'cd at Gehol, 
1 retired; and whilst he proceeded to. his adorations at the 
Pagoda, I accompanied the minister, and other great colaos 
of the court, to a pavilion prepared tor. us, from whence, 
after a short collation, we set out on horseback to view tliis 
wonderful garden. We rode about tlu’ce miles through a 
veiry. beautiful park, kept in the highc.'it order, and much, 
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rrf^ctiibling the approach of (iiitou in Ih dfordslurc ; the 
grounds gently undulated, an<l chequered with various 
gvoupes of well contrasted trees in the oiVskip. As we 
moved onward an extensive lake appeared before us, the 
t>x(reinitics of which seemed to lose themselves in distance 
and obscurity. Here was a large magnificent yacht ready 
to R'ceive us, and a number of smaller ones for the attend- 
ants, elegantly fitted up, and adorned with numberless 
vanes, pendants, and streamers. The shores of, the lake 
ha\e all the varieties of shape, which the fancy of a painter 
can delineate, and are so indented with bays, or broken 
with ])roicctions, that almost every stroke, of the oar brought 
a new and unexpected object to our view ; nor are islands 
wanting, but they arc. situated only where they should be, 
each in its proper place, and having its proper character: 
One marked by a pagoda, or other building ; one quite 
destitute of ornament ; some smooth and level ; some steep 
and uneven ; and othei’s frowning with wood, or smiling 
with culture. Where any things particularly interesting were 
to b<‘ seen, wc disembarked, from time to time, to virit 
iIk'ui ; artd I dare say that, ia the course of our voyage, wc 
stopped at forty or fifty different palaces or pavilions. 'J’ljesc 
arc all furnished in the richest manner, uith pictures of the 
emperor's huntings and progresses, with stupendous vases of 
jasper and agate ; with the finest ])orcelain and Japan, and 
with every kind of European toys and. sing.<3ongs ; with 
spheres, orreries, clocks, ’and musicai automatons of such 
exquisite workmanship, and in such profusion,, that our 
presents must shrink from the comparison, and hide thdr 
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heads. And yet I am told, that the fine things 
^va have seen arc far exceeded bv others of the same kind 
ill the apartments of the ladies, and in the European rep(.- 
sitory at Yuvn-min~yuen. In every one of these pavilions 
•was a throne or imperial state, and a ju-eu^fout or symbol 
of peace; and prosperity placed at one side of it, resembling 
that which the emperor delivered to me yesterday for the 
king. 

It would be an endless task were I to attempt a detail 
of all the wonders of this charming place. There is no 
beauty of distribution and contrast, no feature of amenity, 
no reach of fancy which embellishes our pleasure grounds 
in England, that is not to be found liere. Had China been 
accessible to Mr. Brown, or Mr. Hamilton, I should have 
sworn they had drawn their happiest ideas from the rich 
.sources which 1 have tasted this day; for, in the coursdl*of 
a few hours, I have enjoyed such vicissitudes of rural de- 
light, as I did not conceive could be felt out of England, 
being at different moments enchanted by scenes perfectly 
similar to tho.se I had known there, to the magnificence of 
Stowe, the softer beauty of Wooburn, and the Eairy-Iand of 
l*ain*s Hill. One thing I was . particularly struck w'ith, I 
mean the happy choice of situation for ornamental buildings. 
From attention to this circumstance, .they have not the air 
of being crouded or disproportioued ; they never intrude 
upon the eye ; but wherever they appear, always shew them- 
selves to advantage; and aid, improve, and enliven the 
prospect. 
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In many places the lake is overspread with the ninuphar* 
or Jot us (Nymphaea) resembling our broad-leaved water- 
lily, ' Tliis is an aecoinpaninsent* which, though the Chinese 
nre passionately fond of cultivating it' in all their pieces of 
water, J confess, 1 do not much admire. Artificial rocks 
and iwnds, with gold and sih'cr fish, are periiapil too oAcii 
intvcifnccd; and the monstrous* porcelain figures of lions 
and (i'>crs, usually plucdd before the pavilions, are dis- 
pleasing to an Euroiieun eye; but these are trifles of no 
great moment, and I* am astonished that now, after a six 
houiV critical survey of these gardens, 1 cau scarcely re- 
collect any thing besides to find fault with. 

At our taking leave of the minister he told us, that we 
had only seen the eastern side of tlic gardens ; but that the 
western side, which was (he larger part, still, remained for 
him to shew us, and that he should have that pleasure an- 
other day. 

Of the gi*eat men who* accompanied us in this tour, the 
principal were, 1st. The miiustcr, or great colao, Cho-rhqng* 
tong. 2d: The Fott^lloU* or sedond minister. 3d. His bro- 
ther, Fott-chan-‘iong<, formerly viceroy of Canton, but lately 
named viceroy ot Sccliuen,; and, 4th. Sun-ia-ginf a young 
juan of high quality, all Tatars, and, if I may use the expres- 
sion, knights of the yellow vest. 

Snn-fit-gin had, not lung since, been employed on the fron- 
tiers of Uussia, to abcompiodatc the disputes u ith that nati'M, , 
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niul 1 h<»>ving that 1 had been formerly the king’s mini-jtcr at 
l\'l(T'iburgb» he talked to me a good deal alxnii his ontt 
mission. said, that he liud negotiated at Kiachta >vith 
a gu'at Itubsian general, who wore a led ribband and a star 
like mine, and tliey very soon understood each other, and 
c'onchidrd tlieir business. He was particulaily poinjed in 
his civilitii's to us, seemed tei’y intclligtmt, and asked many 
proper ipicstigns, relative to the ridhes and powTr of Russia, 
ft vould seem ns if he had liccii selcetod on purpose to try 
the extent of my knowledge, dr of my sincerity, by com- 
paring my answei*® with his own notions upon the subject. 

During the whole course of the day, the first minister, or 
colao, paid us very gi’cat attention, and displayed all the 
good breeding and jmlitcncss of an c.xpcricnced courtier, 
tiioiigh' I am afraid 1 can already perceive that his heart is 
not with us, for, ou my mentioning to him this morning, 
as we rode along, that the ereatiou jof such a paradise as 
Gehol, in so wild a spot, was a work worthy oJ’ the genius 
of the great Cam-iJieCj he .seemed to be quite astonished 
how I came to know that it was undertaken by Cam-shecy 
and asked me, who told me* so. I said, that as the English 
were a aisc and learned nation, and acquainted with the 
history of all’ countries, it was not to be wondqrcd at, that 
they sliould be particularly well informed of the history of 
the Chinese, whose fame extended to the most distant paits 
of the world. Notwithstanding this complimeut was a 
natural and a flattering one, he did not seem to me to feel 
it so; aud I suspect tliat at bottom lie rather wonders 
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at our curiosity, than esteems us fervour k^owleclgc. Pos- 
^bly he may cousider it as mipcrtinent towards them, and 
unless to ourselves. 

'I'hc Pon-liou, or second ininjstci''s deportmeol towards us 
was very gracious. Not so that of his brother, which wjw 
formal and repulsive. 1 nienUuned alK>vc that he had been 
viceroy of Canton, and it would appear that lie has not 
been au inattentive observer of European inannei's and 
character. I eould not avoid remarking it this moraing, 
for happening (o Ijc iiQxt to me at tho moment I approached 
the emperor, and perhaps not thinking me quick cnougli 
in my motions, he pulled me by the sleeve, and, at the same 
time, though wit It' an air of complaisance and respect, 
touched my hat with his hand to indicate his noshes that! 
should talvc it off on the occasion, a thing that could scarcely 
have occurred to any of his brother courtiers, as the saluta- 
tion of tlic hut is entirely an European custom, and only 
used by Europeans, the Asiatics never uncovering their 
heads, <'ven in the presence of their most elevated supc'riors. 
AVoll aware of his conncelious and consequence, 1 was 
(V'sirous of coneilialing him to our iutcrcsts, and endeavoured 
to sooth his vanity on the points #hcrc he was thought nu)st 
accessible. 1 told him that I bad often heard of his're{)uta- 
tion as a narribr, and therefore 1 hoped that the exercise 
'of my guard and their military evolutions, with' the latest 
European improvenrents, iiuglit afford him sonic ph'asurc 
and entertainment ; but he declined tho proposal with great 
coldness, ami a mivtuTO of uiiscasonablc vanity, saying, 
tiiat nothing of tlmt kiml coidd lie a povelly to Ipin, tliongh 

M M 5 




'JOURl^AL OF AN EMBASSY 

..f h,.. iff whether he* ever saw a firelock in fiis life; 

at icsa/i • • 

ti nu' 1 am sure, I ha^c never >ct seen any thing above 
^^tch4oek among all the troojw in China, l^ut anothei 
/icideut, in the course of our tour, moit; strongly marked In'* 
(hdisposition towanl us. The minister having informed me, 
that an uccdunt was just received of Uic arrival of the liion 
and the Jlindoslun at C7/e«-,ww, 1 seized the opportunity 
Teipicsting, tliat Captain Mackintosh (in whose ship th< 
greater part of the prosinits for the emperor luul been brought) 
having paid his obcisanec to the cinpeior, might be per- 
mitted to proceed, and join his ship at the port where she 
now lay, but Von-^chong-ton^ interposed and said, that it 
was improper, and against the laws of China for strangeis 
to be perinittcil to travel about in such a manner, through 
the provinces of the empire. Nor could any reasoning of 
mine, though conveyed to him in the gentlest and most 
flattering tonns, induce him to relax from his opinion, or 
draw even a snflle from him the rest of the day. Whether 
whilst at Canton he may have met with some unintentional 
slight, or whether, which is more probable, he may have 
remarked (for he is certainly a man of capacity) and felt, 
with regret and indignation, that sujieriority, which, where 
ever Englishmen go, the^ cannot conceal from the most 
indiflerent observer. Finding this moment so unfavorable, 
T declined pressing the matter further, but reipiestcd the 
minister to allow me a short eouference with him, either the 
next day, or the day following. I found, however, that, 
though infinitely gnieious and civil in his manner and ex- 
pression, I could gain no ground upon him. lie excused 
*hitBSclf on account of the approaching ceremony of the birth- 

'3 



TO THE EMPEROR OP CHINA.' aSj 

day, and die load of business on his bands rc(|uiring dis- 
patch before the departure of the court fi-oiu Cohol, and 
repeated to 1»C, as lie had done in his first confon'iK'o, that 
he hoped to have frequent opportunities of seeing me at 
1 and cultivating iny A'lcndship there ; I there- 

fore take it tor granted, that it has licen a settled point from 
the beginning to do no business with ilic at (ichol. f, how- 
ever, before we parted, persuaded him to consent to receive 
a shoit note, which I said I should take the lilx^vty of send- 
ing him in a day or two. This is now my only resource, 
and 1 must therefore set about it without delay. 

Monday, September l6th. Having now twice paid our 
obeisance to the emperor, we conceived, from what had 
been told us before we Jbft Pekin, that we might go freely 
about and walk abroad without constraint or impediment. 
To aioid any thing, Jliowcver, that might commit my cha- 
racter, 1 continued within doors ; but Sir George Staunton, 
and some of the otlier gentlemen, made a little excursion 
into the countiy t5-day ; but they were . followed the whole 
way by a number of ISIandarines and soldiers, who, though 
they nci er attciujitcd to direct their motions, still attended 
them at no great distance. 

'Ihus I see that the same strange jealousy prctvailslowards 
us, which the Cliiuesc government has always shewn to other 
foreigners, althoilgh we have taken such pains to disarm it, 
and to conciliate thcii; friendship and confidence.# Perliajis 
our conductors arc apprehensive, that from the novelty of 
Our appearance, and the singularity of our dress, we may bo 
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8ul)jcrte(l to rude ciiriosity, aud diat some disturbance 
ari'yc for whicb t4iey inust be responsible* it being* as 1 adk 
informed* a maxim of the Chinese government* never to 
excuse an officer for any accident that may happen in his 
dep^tment. 

' 'riiis morning Cho~chan~tongt the first minister* sent for 
Dr* (Jillan* and wiUmut hesitation cx]>Iaincd to him all his 
ailments, !us rupture* his rlieuraatisiu* &c. &c. aud desired 
the Doctor’ii opinion of his case. 'I’hc Doctor is now prepar- 
ing It, and hes promised me a copy. 

I received a S'isit this afiernoon from a genteel j'oung 'I’ar- 
^ tar, decorated nith a smooth red button* aiul a peacock’s fea- 
ther of two eyes. IJis Mantchoux*namc is Von-ia-vans,^ his 
Chinese one Mou-Uoh. lie affects to be well informed of*the 
geography and history of his country. ^ lie told me that the 
present cmj>cror is descended from or, as we call 

him, Cublai Khan* a son of Gengis Khan* who in the 
thirteenth century jcouqueretl China* o»id*whose family (fail- 
ed the dynasty of yeu-trhao) held it under the !Mongul yoJ;c 
for near one luuidmd yea*s, till dethroned by the dynasty of 
Ibe Aionguls* who then fled into the country of the 
TVIantchoux, intertnanied and mixed with them* and from one 
of those alliances sprung tin' Jlogdoi Khans, wlio invaded 
( 'liina in 10‘40, and have reigned over it ever since. Voo^ta- 
Ktiiq says* tljat all the 'I'art^v princes svhef dined with us in 
the cmpc|pi'^s tent, aio'pei’sons of g^eat oonsequenee, have 
tuimennis clans (iepeiidant upon, them, and can bring large 
bodies of troops into. the fichk ’riiey areorten callcfl upon in 
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Ihnc of wat*, and have their R'spcctivc (Stations, rank, and duty 
OMd/^ied to them under tlie grand banners of Martary. Their 
landSf OP fiefs, were formerly hereditary by premogeniture, and 
arc properly so still ; blit it is now necessary for the eldest 
sou, on the death of his father, to receive n sort of investiture 
from the emperor, who, if no objectibu arises, never refuses 
it. They seem like tlic honors of the Casas Titufhres in Por- 
tugal. These Tartar princes usually mairy die daughters and 
nieces of the imperial family, and hbld a certain rank at court 
in consequence of the alliance. Hiey are obliged to come 
every year to attend the emi)eror'8 birtlwday, and they then 
return home, bciii" seldom detained, or employed in China in 
oflices that require much literature, as thefr education is 
usually directed to military pursuits. Tlieir weapons arc 
chiefly the scyinctar, and the Ijow and anow, in the cKcrcise 
of ^^hich they are remarkably e^^pert. They seemed 
deal surprised when I once told them, in answer to their 
quiries, thaj- wc hatl left oft* the use of the bow in Europe, and 
fought chiefly with fire-arms in its place. The bow is the 
emperor's favorite instrument of Avar ; anij^ observe that he 
!•> always represented in the pictures as sho()ting at stags, 
woh C.S, and tigers with arrows, and never with a musket. 

Poo-ta-vang ^says that Moukdeu, or Clihi-i/an-tsin, as the 
Chinese call it, the emperor's Tartar cai>ilal, which is about 
two hundred miles off, is larger than Pekin, and that the em- 
peror has immense treasures there. Scarcely any Chinese 
have ever been at Moukden, or indeed many miles beyond 
Clchol. 



C7» JOURNAL OP AN EMBASSY 

Tuesday, September 17th. This day, being the emp^i^s 
birth-day, we set out for the court at three o’clock A. M. 
conducted by Chou^ta-gin, and our usual attend- 

ants. We reposed ourselves for above t\yo hours in a large 
saloon at the entrance of the ^lacc enclosure, where fruit, 
tea, warm milk, and utlier refreshments were brought tons. 
At last notice was given Unit the festival .was going to bcj^n, 
and no immediately descended into the garden, w here wc found 
nil the great tnen and Mandarines in their robes of state, 
drawn up before the imperial |)avilion. The emperor did not 
shew himself, but ratnained (‘onccalcd behind a screen, from 
whence, I presume, he could see and enjoy tlie ceremonies 
without inronvcuicncc or interruption. Alt eyes were turned 
towards the j)!acc whore* his majesty was imagined to be cn- 
llironed, and seemed to express an impatience to begin the 
devotions of the day, Slow, solcntn music, muffled dr’ini'^, 
and deep-toned bells were heard at a distance. On n sudden 
the sound censed, and all was still. Again it was ranewed, 
and then inlermittod with sliort' pauses; during which sevc- 
lal persons pnssed^ekwards and forwards, in tho proscenium 
or tbre ground of the tent, as if engaged in preparing some 
f>rantl coup dc Iheatrc, 

ft 

At length the great band, boU» vocal qnd iuslrumeutal, 
struck up with all their powers of harmony ; and instantly 
the 'whole court fell flat Uj^on their faws licfove this ir\isi!)lc 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

He in his ctoudy tsbemide d»ine4 
« Sojourned the while.” 
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Tbe njusic was a sort of birtli-day ode, or state antlMSin, 
tlie burdpn of which was, ** liow dor^n your Iteads all ye 
« dtcelkn upon earthy bo9 doton j/our heads before the (*rtat 
** Kicn-lotigy the qreat Kien-long hiid then all the dw olid’s 
\i|} 0 » China eaitli there present, except ourselves, bowed 
(low n their heads, and po&tmtod themselves u})On the ground, 
at every renewal of the' chorus. Indeed, in no relt^on, 

' either nneient or modern, has ‘the divinity ever been addre^ed, 
I believe, w ith stronger exterior marks of worship and adora- 
tion than were this mondag paid to the phantom of his 
Chinese Majesty. 

Such is the mode of celebrating the emperor’s anniversary 
festival, according to tlic court ritual. We daw nothing of 
him the whole day, nor did any of his minfl^ters, I imagine, ap- 
proacli him, t<)r they all seemed to retire at the same moment 
wc did. Of them, the first, or great colao, Cho-chang-tong, the 
Fou-Houy the Fou-liou'i brother, Foo-clmn-tong and Son-ta-ghy 
A\ ith the other great men who attended us, two days since, 
in <nir visit to the eastern garden, now pn)posed to accom- 
pany us to the western, which forms a strong contrast with 
the other, and exhibits all the sublimer beauties of nature 
in as high a degree,* as the part u Inch we saw bcibre posses- 
ses the attractions of soilne;jS and uinenity. 

It is one of tlie finest ftn-est scenes in the world, ivild, 
ivoods, mountainous, and rocky, aboititdiug svith stag^ and 
deer of d*fl’ercnt spedcs, aud moi^t of the other beasts of 
( hacc, not dangerous to man. 

vot. II. 
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« ly many jplaces' immense ^voods, chiefly oaks, piJic^» ana 
chesnuts, gppow open perpendicular stoops, and :f{)rce th^ir 
sturdy toots through every resistance of imiface and of soiK 
where vegetation would Seem almost impossible.* Tliese 
woods often clamber over the loftiest pinuaclcs of the stony 
hills or, gathering on the skirts of them, descend with a 
rapid sweep and hury theo^lvcs in, the deepest vallies. Tlujre 
at proper distances you And palaces, banquetting houses, 
and monasteries (but without bonzes) adapted to the situ- 
ation and peculiar circumstances of the place, sometimes 
with a rivulet on one hand gpntly stealing through the glade, 
at others with a cataract tumbling from above, raging with 
foam, and rebounding with a thousand echoes from bclow', 
or silently engulphed in a gloomy pool, or yawning chasm. 
The roads by whichiwe approaclTed these romantic scenes are 
often hewn out of the living roc^, and' conducted round the 
bills in a kind of ru^ed stair case, and yet no accident oc- 
curred in our progress, not a false step disturbed the regu- 
larity of our cavalcade, though the horses are spirited, and 
all of them unshod. From the great irregularity of the 
groiii]|d and tha various heists to whkh we ascended, wc 
iiad opportunities of catching many magnifleent points of view 
by detached ^^aneCs, but after wandering for several hours 
(and yet never Wicaried w;ith wandering) we at last reached 
a covered pavilion <opaa;On all sides, and situated bn a sum- 
mit so elevated, as perfectly to, command^, the whole sur- 
rounding country to a vast extent. Tim rad^ 
rizon 1 should suppose to be at least tweptypailes from the 
central spof* where we stood, and certainly so rich, so va- 
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mms. 80 bcauliful* so sublime a prospect my eyes bad never 
beheld. 1 saw every thing before me, as on an illuminated 
map, palaces, pagodas, towns, villages, farm-houses, plains 
and vallies watered bp innumerable streams, hills waving with 
woods and meadows covered with cAttle of the most beau- 
tiful I'narks and colors. I ol^crved here a vast number of 
what wc call in Kngland s/ieei cozffs, also sheet horses, many 
})>ej)alls, dappled, mottled and spotted, the latter chiefly 
atran berry. All seemed to be nearly at my feet, and that a 
step would coniey me within reach of them. 

From hence was pointed out to us by the minister a 
\ ast cnclo.sure below, which, he said, was not more acces- 
■»iblc to liim than to us, being never entered but by the 
emperor, his women, and his eunuchs. It includes within 
its bounds, though on a smaller scale, most of the beauties 
that distinguish the eastern and western gardens, which wc 
have already seen, but from every thing t can learn, it falls 
\ery shorf of the fanciful descriptions which father Attirct 
and Sir William Chambers have intruded upon us as realities. 
That within these private reticats, various entertainments of 
the most novel and expensive nature are prepai'cd and ex- 
hibited by the eunuchs, who arc very numerous < (perhaps 
some thousands) to apmse the emperor and hiA ladies, 1 
have no doubt ; but tha( they arc carried to ail the Icngtlis of 
extravagance and .improbability those gentlehien have 
mentioned, Ivcr'^^much question, as^ fre^ every inquffy 1 
ha\o made (anu I ha'^c not been sparing to maj^euhem) 

1 have by no means suftidenl reason to warrant me ni 
acceding to, or coufinuing the accounts which they have 
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given us. ‘When I was the king's minister in Russia^, several 
years ago, 1 remember to have scsen at one of the empress's 
palaces the image of a t6wn, wttl) a number of woiKshops 
and warehouses, pretended tradesmen, and the bustle and 
business of common lif^represented in a very lively manner, 
for the ainusenuMit of the court, which much more resclubled 
Sir ‘William Chambers's picture, than any thing I have yet 
seen or beard of in Chinn. If any place in Faiginnd can be 
said, in any respect, to have similar features to the western 
park, which I have seen this day, it is J40athcr'hali in West- 
moreland^ which (when 1 knew it many years ago) from 
the extent -of piDspect, the grand surrounding objects, tl*e 
noble situation, the diversity of surface, the cxleusise. woods, 
and command of water, 1 thought mjght i)C rendered by a 
roan of sense, spirit, and taste, the finest «ccne in the Bntish 
dominions. 

In the course of^this day's tour, as in tlic former, w’e witc 
entertained at one of tlie palaces with a collation of petit- 
paths, salt relishes, and other savory didtes, with fruit and 
sweetmeats, milk and ice~watcr, and 'as soon as wc rose 
from tafai}e» a ottmber of yellow boxbs, or drawers, wem car- 
ried in procesftet ^bc^orc Us, containing several pieces of silk 
and porcelain, whieU we were told were presents to us from 
the emjMiror, and 'We teonsecjucntly made our lx>ws as theju 
passed. We were akk> limtised with a€|iine|p puppet-sho^ 
which differs, but iittla aii Engtiiiti -d|||P 

distressed prince confined in a castihf a knigbt^IKt 
<who, after fighting lions and dragonsj^raets' W at and 
ni arries her, wedding feasts, jousts, aldlB touroamein». Be- 
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*£|iesc» there is alsd a comic drama, vm \\bich puncii 
and his VirUe^ bandiniccr awT scaramouch poifunn capital 
pavis. Tills puppctv&hou'', we were told, propedy liclongs 
to thh^ ladies apartments, but u as sent out, as a particular 
conipliincut, to entertain us. One of the pcrftirmanccs w as 
exhibited with great applause fmm our conductoi's, and I 
understand it is af favorite pitHJc at court. 


I could not mdp admiring the addrdls witli which the 
minister parried all my attempts to speak to him on business 
this day, aud how artfully he evaded every i)pportunily that 
oflfered for any particular convcisalion with j^ie, endeavor- 
ing to engage our attention solely by the objects around us, 
directing our eyes to the prusiiects, and explaining the vari- 
ous beauties of the park and btiildingf*. I nevertheless found 
an occasion to remind him of the promise to peruse the note, 
which 1 mount to send hun, and told him, that it would be 
ready to-morrow. It was now near three o'clock, when, he 


said, he must take his leave of us; at the same timeLm^ 
])iessiiig his concern that affairs of conaptjuenec recpiirecnlB! 
attendance, but he added, that jte left us under the care of 
the <*o!ao » ho would accompany us, to the grand 

)iagoda or Pea-Za-M, and the others in its neighbourhood. 


* 1 i * 

The Fpu'-lioH ^and his brother went away the first 
minister. 


These pagodas, wbkdt all adjoin tbe park, are suitoonded 
by a ^reat wall, atid each ^goda^ is in a separate, enclosure* 
of it'i own. I dare say we visited, at least, a doisan of them. 
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all differently situated, souic on gentle derations, some on 
the plain, aud some ou the tops of high hills, approachable 
only by rocky stairs of difficult ascent, or by long passages 
leading through gloomy caverns, or under the shadow of 
enormous roekh whidi seem to threaten the passenger sir 
every stej) with instant annihilation. 'J'hey arc all buildings 
of great extent and inagnificcncc ; but Vou-ia-ln^ whieh may 
be considered as the grand cathedral, is infinitely sujierior 
to the rest in |>oint of magnitude, splendor, ami edebrity. 
It is an immense edifice aud, with the offices belonging to 
it, covers a vast <lt*al of ground (not loss than twenty to 
twenty-five acres) and contains, 1 should eoneeixe, a greater 
ijuantity of nuiterials than St. Paul’s. I'he principal temple, 
or monastery in it, in xvhieh <*ight hundred lamas, or piii'sts 
of Fo, are lodged, is a stpuirc of four' fronts, each Iroul 
upwards of two hundred feet long, iiu'losmg a ijuadrangh* 
of above one hundivd and thirty feel each side, in the eeiitie 
of whieh is the golden chapel, whieh, including the projee- 
tjon of the roof, is near eighty feet scfuarc, and seventy fi’ct 
*’ l^h. A spacious corridor below, and open galleries above, 
connect the apartments of the quadrangle, thi' depth of 
which apartments, with the con’idor, is forty -seven feet in 
the elear. 'I’hc height of the building from the ground ou 
the outside, including the terraces, is two hundred and fifty 
feet, and consists of eleven stories, tluTc in the terrace and 
eight above it. In the chapel wc ftmnd all the monks, or 
lamas, busily engaged in their devotions, dressed in yellow 
vestments, with books in their hands, and 'chanting theii' 
liturgy in a kind of recilativo, not unlike our cathedral ser- 
vice, and not disagi*ceablc to the car. 'fhe jiutaphcrnalia of 
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religion displayed here, the altars, images, tabernacles, ccii- 
seft, lamps, candlt*s, and candlesticks, with the sandimonious 
deportment of the priests, and the solemnity used' in tlie ce- 
lebration of their mysteries, have no small resemblance to 
tiie holy mummeries of tlie Romish church as practised in 
those countries where it is rich and powerful. In the mid- 
dle of the chai>el is a small space railed off, and elevated by 
three steps above the floor, which presents three altars 
richly adorned, and throe colossal statues, one of Fo, one of 
Fo’s wife, and the other of some great Tartar divinity, whose 
name 1 forget, all said to be of solid gold. Behind these altars 
is the sanctum sanctorum, which is dimly lighted by an ex- 
piring lamp, seemingly placed there for the purpose of inspir- 
ing religious horror, or exciting pious curiosity. As we ap- 
proached it, the curtain, which had just before been drawn a 
little aside, was rapidly closed, as if on a sudden alarm, 
and shut otit the shrine from our profane eyes. This pagoda 
is dedicated to Vou-ta-hi one of the transmigrations of Fo, 
for Fo, like Brimha, the supreme, divinity of the Hindoos, 
has condescended, from time to time, to leave the heavenly 
mansions, and to become incarnate among men and beasts 
in this eartlily Avorkl below. Hence he is represenied in his 
teniplt*s as riding upon dragons, rhinoccrosscs, olcphauts, 
mules, and asses ; dogs, rats, cats, crocodiles, and other 
amiable creatures, whose figures he fancied and assumed, 
according to the lama ‘mythology, for the edification au<l 
instruction of 'J’artars. There are, in some of these pagodas, 
a thousand of these monstrous statues, all most horrlbly- 
ngly, and so ill represented, and so unlike any thing in 
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heaven ov earth, or in the waters under the fsiiih, that one 
vould Uiink they might be bafely norbhipiK^d c\cii by tho 
<Nc\vs without in<*Arring tlic guilt of idolatry. There arc ulw 
niches filled witli the image.s of saints and bonzes, uithont 
miniber, fully sullicient to match the longest catalogue of tla* 
lloinish cah'iular. 'J’he eiupeior, jt is allirined, thinks tliat 
h(‘ i'. not only dcsccuded in u right line from Fo himstlf, bnl 
consideiing the great lei^th and unpaialleled prosperity of 
his ixMgn, entertains of late a strong notion that the soul of 
h’o is actually tranjmiigrated into his imperial body, ” A'//o7 
“ es^ quad credere de se non po^sit, ^c. so that the un- 
bounded niunifieonce be has displayed in the erection of 
these pagados, may be looked on as not (piile so disinte- 
rested ; for, according to this hypothesis, thric has been 
nothing spmit out of the family. 

AVe uenl up to the top of Vou-ta-la^ in order to examine 
the roof of the chapel, which, as our conductors assured ns 
in the most solemn nuimicr. is covered with plates of solid 
gold. It may be so, but without such an c.vtravagancc, so 
enormoys is the profusion of all other expense, so vast tho 
undertaking, and so perfect the evccution, thaWsuch a 
inomunrnt ns of grandeur and stabiliiv, frquired 

not only all the feiTour and enthusiasm of the most munifi- 
cent bigot, b\it all tlie PNcitiou and authority of the most 
poweiful and the most opulent monarch* of the ea-t. Our 
expedition of this, ^day,' from the time of our Iea\inghome 
in the inoruiiig till onr return in the atWrnoon, lasted upwards 
of fourteen hours. 
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Wednesday, September 18 th. We went this morning to 
court, in consequence of an invitation from the emperor, to 
see tlie Cliinesc comedy and other divereions, givou on 
oceasi{)n of liis birth<day. The comedy l)cgan at eight o’clock 
A. M. and lasted till noon ; he was sealed on a throne oppo- 
site the stage, whii'h projects a good deal into the i)it. The 
boxes arc on each side without scats or division. The women 
arc placed above, behind the lances, so that they can en- 
joy the ainusenicnls of the theatre without being observed. 
Soon after we eamc in, the emperor sent for me and Sir 
George Staunton to attend •him,, ^nd told me, with great 
condAeension of manner, that we should not be surprised to 
see a man of his age at the theatre, for that he seldom came 
there, exeept upon a very particular occasion like the pre- 
.sciit, for that considering the extent of his dominions and 
the number of liis subjects, ^hc could spare but Mttle time for 
such amusements. I endeavored, in the turn of my answer, 
to lead him towards the subject of my embassy, but he seemed 
not disposed.to enter into it, fartlier than by delivering me a 
little box of old japan, in the bottom of which were some 
pieces of agate and other stones, much valued by the CJii- 
nesc and Tartars ; and at the top a small book written and 
painted by his own hand, which he desired me to piescnt to 
the king my master, as a token of his fricnidship, saying, 
that the old box liad been eight hundred years in his family, 
lie, at the same time, gave me a book for myself, also 
written and painted by him, together wtlh severq,! purses for 
Areca nut. lie likewise gave a purse of the same sort to Sir 
George Staunton, and sent some small presents to ^lic other 
gentlemen of the embassy. After this, several pieces of hilt 
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anti porcclaiot but seemingly of no great value, were dis- 
tribiitctl among the Tartar princes and chief courtiers, who 
appeared to receive them witli every possible demonstration 
of humility and gratitude. 

'i’he theatrical^ entertainments consisted of great variety, 
both tragical and comical ; several distinct pieces were acted 
in succession, though wi^ut any apparent connection with 
one another.. Some of tlicm were historical and others of 
pure fancy, partly in recitativo, partly iu singing, and partly 
in plain speaking, without any accompaniment of iustm- 
mental music, but abounding in love scenes, battles, murders 
and all the usual incidents of the drama. liUst of all was 
tlu' grand pantoinine, which, from the approbation it met 
witli, is, I presume, considci’ed as a first rate effort of inven- 
tion and ingenuity. It seemed to me, as far as I could com- 
prebend it, to i*eprcsenl the marriage of the* ocean and the 
I’avth. The latter exhibited her various riches and productions, 
dragons and elephants, and tigers, and eagles, ami ostriches ; 
oaks and pint's, and other ti’Ct'S of different kinds ; the tiecan 
was not bcliintl-hand, but poured forth on the. stage the 
wealth of his dominions, under the figures of whales and 
doljihins, porpoises and leviathans and other sea-monsters ; 
besides ships, I'oeks, shells, sponges, and corals, all per- 
itirnied by concealed actors, who were quite perfect in their 
parts and performetl their characters to, ad miration. 'I’hcse 
two marine and ’land regiments, after separately parading 
in a circular procession fora considerable time, at last joined 
U^gt^thcioaud, forming one liody, came to the front of the 

' stiige, when, after a fetfr evolutions, they opened to the right 

3 * 
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and left to give room for the whale, who seemed to he the 
commanding ofliccr, to waddle forward, and who, taking In', 
station exactly opposite to the emperors box, spoutc'd out of 
his mouth into the pit several tons of water, n Inch (pjleklv 
disajtpearcd through the perforations of the lloor. 'Phis 
( jaculation was received with the highest applause, and two 
or three of the great men at my elbow desired me to tak»* 
paiticular notice of it, repeating^ at the same time, 

( h/nti-hao, charming, delightful ! As the enterlninment lasted 
'•Dim* hours, aiul there was an uninterrupted eoimnnnii'Htiou 
hetneen the court Ixixes, where wc Avere and the otliers, 
■M'leral of tin* princijial Alandarines took the opportunity of 
entering into fretpient conversation with us, and fram Avhai 
passetl r liave certainly doriv<‘d much matter of observation 
and reflc'ction. It did not escape me tliat most of these 
Mandarines aa ere Tartars, scarcely any real Chinese coming 
near n**, but among those that addressed us the most fami- 
liarly 1 particularly remarked tAvo,' who ajrpcarc'd to have a 
more confident and disengaged inannor than the rest, ai.d 
who asked us Aihelher avc could speak Vevsian or Arabic. 
It seems they were Musselmc'n and elni*fs of lliosi** hordes of 
Calmueks Avho, not long since, on orrasion of some discon- 
tent or misimderstanding Avith llnssia, migrateil, in great 
nuni!>ers from the coasts of the Caspian to the frontiers of 
China, ami put themselves under the emperor’s protection. 
11c gave them a very favorable rcc<*ption, and lias decorated 
these two leaders, or mirzas, Avith transparent blue buttons, 
and peacock’s feathers to their caps, as ao earnest of liii 
accepting their submission and allcgiam*<*. A little Ix'fon* 
one o’clock P. M. avc retired, and at four avc returned t<i 
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court to see the evening’s entertainments, vvliich 'were ex- 
hibited on the lawn, in front of the great tent or pavilion, 
where we had been first presented to the emperor. lie 
arrived very soon after us, mounted his throne, and gave* 
the signal to begin. There were wrestling, and daneing, 
and tumbling, and posture-making, which appeared to us 
particularly awkward and clumsy, from thp performers’ being 
mostly dressed according tP the Chinese costtmcy one inse- 
parable part of which is a pair of heavy cpiilted boots, with 
the soles of an inch thick. Tlic wrestlers, however, seemed 
to be pretty expert, and afforded much diversion to such as 
are admirers of tiic palrcstra. 

, t 

A boy climbed up a pole or bamboo thirty or forty feet 

high, played several gambols, and balanced himscU' on the 

top of it, in various attitudes, but his performance fell fai’ 

short of what 1 have often met with in India. 

# 

A fellow lay down on his back and then raised his feet, 
legs, and thighs from his middle perpendicularly so as to 
form a right angle with his body. On the soles of his feet 
was placed a large round empty jar, about four feet long, 
and from, two and a half feet to three feet in diameter. 
This he balanced for some time, turning it round and round 
liorizontdly, till one of the spectators put a little boy into it, 
who, after throwing himself into various postures at the mouth 
of it, came out and sat on the top. lie then stood up, then 
fell flat upon his back, then shifted to his belly, and after 
showing a hundred tricks of that sort, jumped down upon 
the ground and relieved liis coadjutor. 
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A man tlien came forwani and, after fastening; three slen- 
der sticks to each of his boots, took &U porcelain dishes of 
about eighteen inches diameter, and balancing them sepa- 
rately at tiie end of a little ivory rod, which he held in his 
hand, and twirling them about for some time, put them one 
.nher the other upon the points of the six boot-sticks above 
mentioned, they continuing to turn round all the , while, 
lie then took two small sticks in his left hand, and put dishes 
upon them in the same manner as upon the others ; and also 
one more upon the little finger of his right hand, so that he 
had nine dishes annexed to him at once, all twirling toge- 
'thcr, which, in a few minutes, he took off one by one, and 
placed them regularly on the ground without the slightest 
interruption or miscarriage, 'riicrc were many other things 
of the same kind ; but 1 saw none at all coinpardble to the 
tumbling, rope-danciiig, wire-walking, and straw-balancing 
of Sadler’s Wells ; neither did 1 observe any feats of equita- 
tion in the stile of Hughes's and Astlcy's amphitheatres, 
although I had been always told, that .the Tartars were 
remarkably skilful in the instruction and discipline of their 
horses. Ivust of all were the fireworks, which, in some paf- 
ticiilai's, exceeded any tiling of the kind I had ever seen. 
In grandeur, magnificence, and variety, they were, I own, 
iiifciior to those of Hatavin, but infinitely superior, in point 
of novelty, neatness, and ingenuity of contrivance. One 
piece of machinery I greatly admired ; a green chest, of 
five feet squai-e, was hoisted up by a pulley to the height of 
fifty or sixty feet from tho ground ; the bottom was so con- 
structed as then suddenly to fall out, and make way for 
twenty or thirty strings of lanthorns inclosed in the box, to 
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<U‘*)(rn(l from it, unfolding themselves from one another by 
d<'.5U'<\s, so as at last to form a collection of at least five 
hundred, each shoning a light of a beanlifnlly colored flame, 
burning brightly within it. This devolution ‘and develope- 
ment of lani horns (which apjw'arcd to me to be composed of 
gauxt* and pap<M) were several times repealed, and every 
lime exhibited a diflerenee of color and figure. On each 
side was a correspondcm'c of smaller boxes, which opened, 
in lik<i manner, as the others, and let down an immense 
network of fire, with divisions and copartments of various 
forms and dimensions, round and sipiarc, hexagons, octa- 
gons, and lozi’iiges, which shone like tlie brightest burnished 
copper, an<l .flashed like prismatic lightning, with every 
impulse of the wind. The diversity of colors, indeed, which 
the Chincitfc luive the secret of cloathing lire with, seems one 
of the chief merits of their pyroteebny. The whole concluded 
as at Batavia, with a volcano, or general explosion and dis- 
charge of suns and stars, squibs, bouncers, crackers, rockets, 
and grenadocs, which involved the gardens for above an hour 
jifler in a cloud of intolerable smoke. AVliilst these entcr- 
tuimuepts were going forward, the emperor sent to us a 
variety of refreshments, all which, as coming from him, the 
cti(|ucttc of the court roejuired us to partake of, although we 
Imd dined but a short time before. 

I 

However meanly we must think of the taste and delicacy 
of the court of China, whose most refined amusements seem 
■ |Lo be chiefly such as I have now described, together with the 
wretched dramas of the morning, yet it must be confessed that 
there was something grand and imposing in the general efl'et'l 
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that resulted from the whole spectacle ; the emperor himself 
being seated in front upon his throne, and all his great nicu 
and officers attending in their robes of cerrinonj, and sta- 
tioned du each side of liiiii, some standing, some sitting, some 
kneeling, and the guards and standard-bearers behind thoni, 
in uncalculable numbers. A dead silence was rigidly ob- 
served, not a syllable articulated, or even a lau^li exploded 
during the whole performance. 

Before we left the court Van^ta-gin told me, that all the 
ceremonies and diversions of Gehol were now finished, and 
that as the emperor had fixed the time of his departure for 
1 m-n-nnH’jfiten to be on the ‘24th instant, it would be proper 
for us to sot out some days Ixjtbre him ; he therefore proposed 
tome (he ‘21st, and hoped it would not be inconvenient — 
so we must gi’t ready accordingly. 

I have now just received the translation of my note to the 
hrst minister, in which I request that Captain Mackintosh, 
having safely delnered all the presents brought m the Hin- 
<lostan, an<l paid his obeisance to the emperor, may In' al- 
lowed to repair without delay to Cltctf-sany to resume the com- 
mand of his ship there, that his purser may be permitted to 
purchase a cargo of tea, or such other [woducc as that jmrt 
and its neighbourhood can furnish, and that the officci's may 
have leave to dispose of their private trade, in case they 
should hav(' any, J have also jocommended to send an 
Kuropcan missionary with Captain Mackintosh, who may 
(if thought proper) eonduet the two mathi'inaticians who luul 
voine to Ta-cou, in order to enter into the emperor’s senice» 
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but were still on board the ITindostan ; and I have repeated 
my desire to liavc a free communication with Canton for the 
purpose of epistolary correspondence. But after all I am now- 
under some difficulty about the transmission of my note ; I 
cannot trust the legate* and none of the missionaries have 
as yet had leave . to come near us since we have been at 
Gehol. Neither would if be pro])cr to send it by‘a common 
messenger, if such could be procured and d<;pende(l on. 
Van-ta-gin and Chou-ia-gm say they cannot venture to inter- 
fere in the matter, as it is soldy in the 'J'artar's department. 
XI faut y ytmer. 

Thursday, Septemljcr Ipth. Tliis morning very early 
my interpreter contrived to elude the vigilance of all our 
attendants, and to make his way with my note to the first 
minister’s house. Ilis undertaking was,* however, not a litUc 
difficult fur, being dressed in the Buropcan habit, it was not 
without some obstruction and even insult from the populace', 
that he was able to pass. The minister not being visible, my 
paper was delivered to Ma-lou^yCf one of his secretaries, n ho 
promised to deliver it and obtain a speedy answer. The 
interpreU'r olfercel him a handsome present in money for 
this service ; but he dcclincel acceptijig it, saying, however, 
that when he returaed to Pekin, he should not l)c averse to 
receive from me some little European article, as a mark of 
my favor. Late this evening tlic legate, Van-ta-gin and 
Chou-ta’-gin came here together. The Tartar took out of his 
pocket a pa{K‘r, which he said was an answer to my note of 
this morning- to the minister, and read to me the contents, 
which were as follows: 
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Tliat Captain Madiintosb, having come with me, could 
not be allowed to separate, but must go away at the same 
time with me ; that his ship might sell atCheu-san what goods 
she hud brought, and take in a loading there in leturn, for 
which she should be exempt from any duties ; that the two 
European matheinaticiaiis should be allowed to conic to 
Pekin, and enter into tlie, emperor’s service; and tliat Uic 
minister would give proper directions for tlie purpose witliout 
our interference. I requested a copy of the jiaper from the 
legate, but he refused it; and in the whole of this conference 
showed himself as- much indisposed to us as ever : but what 
gives roe much more serious concern is, that I. ajiprehend a 
decided disinclination towards the embassy, in a moir im- 
portant quarter. A council, I find, was lately held upon 
our subject, to which the first minister had called the at- 
tendance, not only of the late viceroy of Canton, Foo-cJian- 
/ong, but had brought the former Hou-pou of Canton out 
of prison (where he had long lain under sentence for various 
crimes) and consulted him at the board. The'jiarticulars of 
what passed there I have not been able to learn, but J. can- 
not avexid auguring the worst from the convention of such a 
divan. 

Friday, September 20th. The emperor’s presents for the 
king, consisting of lanthorns, pieces of silk and porcelain, 
bulls of tea, some drawings, Slc. See. were finally packed iiji 
this morning in the presence of the Mandarines. I ordcrc«l 
George III, Re.r, to be marked on each box, to prevent 
any mistake or confusion. They do not appear, to me lo he 
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very fine, although our conductors affect to consider them as 
of great value. 

We have been busied all this day in making preparations 
for our join’ney of to-morrow. I understand from Van-ta-‘gi)i 
and Chou-ta-gin that as we are now Jess encumbered than 
we were before, we shall be only six days upon the read ih- 
stead of seven. The 'I’artar legate came and made us a visit 
to-day ; but had nothing more to inention to us relative to 
the business of yesterday. He said he should accompany us 
to Pekin, and hoped to visit us at the different stages which 
we meant to stop at. 

Saturday, Sept. 21sl. Tliis nioruing'ht s^ven o’clock A. AI. 
we set out for Pekin from OchoJ, much in thb- same manner 
and order as we had travelled before from Peki^K to Gchol. 
The road was so very heavy (it having mined in the night for 
six hoars without intermission) that we did not reach this 
place (Cola-*chqa-yau ) where Sve are to sleep, till four o’clock 
P. M. although the distance is little more than a dozen 
English miles. 1 went this evening to the top of a high 
hill near our station, IVom whence I had a very delightful 
prospect. It was an aniphitlientre of considerable extent, 
formed by a spacious greed level surrounding the eminence I 
stood upon, watered by a fine river that ahnost rendered it 
an island, and apparently terminated by a circular screen 
of mountains overlapping each other, but winch, all rising 
separately and singly from the plain, left open in reality in- 
numerable passages between them. . The weather had been 
cold and windy, though not unpleasant in the sun. 
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This day died Jeremy Reid, one of my guara, belonging 
^ to the royal regiment of artillery. His disorder was occa- 
sioncil by a surfeit of fruit, the man having eaten no less than 
Ibrty apples at a breakfast. 

Sunday, Scj>tembcr 23d. This morning wc biiried Reid 
the gunner, who died yesterday, and we proeeeded to our 
present stage f'CAmg-cAtfn-yotfJ being eighteen miles, where 
we have dined, and shall stay to-night. Tiic legate made, 
us a short visit this evening. 

Monday, ScptemiKjr 23d. Our journey to Cou-pe~kion this 
<lay has been twenty-four miles. For upwards of an hour 
before wc reached it, wc bad a very fine view of the great 
wall in front of us, and on each side of us. Some of th<i 
gentlemen of the embassy were desirous of paying another 
visit to it, in order to examine it with greater accuracy Ilian 
before- ; l)ut the passage, or breach, where they had mounted 
on a former occasion, having been stopped up during our 
absence with stones and rubbish, and consequently iimv ren- 
dered inipracticable, they were obliged to look out for another 
j dace of access, which having dis.'o\ <*rcd, they were: enabled 
to gratify their curiosity a second time. 

Tuesday, September 24th. Having a long journey of 
thirty-five miles to perform to-day, wc set out very early in 
the morning, and in about nine hours reached this placf* 
( Min^yu-kien ) where we purpose remaining to-night. 'I’he 
legate made us another visit this aRernoon. 


V P 


O 
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Wednesday, Septcinb''r 2.5tli. Our stage to-day 
twenty-seven miles IVoin Min-ijn~kien to San-ihut-sue, AVe 
saw nothing of the legate to-day. 

Thursday, September 26‘lh. We set out this morning at 
four o’clock A. M. and arrived about noon at iny hotel at 
Pekin (twenty-seven miles) having performed the journey 
from C»t‘lu)l in five days and a half. We wcic lodged and 
entertained at the emperor’s houses ou our return, in the same 
manner and with the same attentions, as in our former 
journey. Van^ta-gin and CJutu-ia-gin eontinuc their fiicndly 
disposition toward us and, ofi every (X'casion, do us ail tlic 
good oifices in their power ; but the legate still preserves the 
same vinegar aspect without relaxation. 

Pekin. 

Friday* September 27th. We were all this morning em- 
ployed in arranging the remainder of the presents to be scut 
ijo Ymn~min-y^uen, Our conductors seem pressing for us to 
finish this business, which, added to bur own observations and 
intelligence from others, induce us to imagine that it is not 
intended we should pass the winter hero. 

Saturday, September 2Sth. The greatest part of the pre- 
sents are delivered,, and my interpreter is gone to Fttcw-iwm- 
yuftt, in order to assist tlie gentlemen and artists, (whom I 
left there,) to translate and explain every thing relative to the 
machinery and management of the planetarium, mrery, 
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globes, clocks, See: See. so that the missionaries and othere, 
who arc to liavc the charge of them, may be able to keep 
them in order after our departure. 

The legate visited me to inform ihe that the emperor was 
to arrive on Mondav next, and that it Avas the custom for 
embassadoi”s, as Avell asfbr. the great Mandarines of the court, 
to go and meet him on the road, at a place about twelve 
miles off. lie therefore proposed to me, seeing I Avas much 
indisposed with the rheumatism that, in order to lessen the 
fatigue, I shouj^ sleep at my fonner quarters at Yucn-inin- 
yucuy Avhich were half way, and proceed the next day to 
attend the emperor. Though in very gi'eat pain at the 
moment, I told him I should exert myself bn such an occa> 
sion to the utmost, and hoped 1 should be able to travel 
to-morrow. 

Sunday, September 29th. *1 kept myself quiet till the 
afternoon ; and then set out for this place, (YueiP»min-ynen,) 
where I hoav am, very much fatigued and going to bed to 
recruit for to-morrow's expedition. 

Alonday, SeptenSber 30th. This morning at four o'clock 
we Avere all in motion, aud arrived at our grojind in less than 
two hours. We Avere conducted into a large salbon, Avhere 
refreshments were prepared for us, and then proceeded to 
the spot Avhere the emperor Avas to pass, and to take notice 
of our attendance. Our station Avas on a high bank oh the 
left of the road ; on each side of bs,- and opposite to us, 
were several thousands of Mandarines, household ti'oops. 
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standard-bearers, and other court ofTicera lining the way for 
several, miles, as far as our eyes could reach. Thecinj>erbr 
hinisblf soon made his appearance carried in a, kind of sedan 
chair, and followed by a clumsy state cliariot upon two 
wheels, without springs, which must be so rough and dis- 
agreeable a machine, that 1 think he will be delighted xvith 
a transition to the elegant, easy carriages we have brought 
for him. 

We paid our compliments to him as he passed, and he sent 
me a message importing, that as he undi^^tood I was not 
well, and as the cold weather was ajrproaching, it would 
be better for me to return imiuediately to Pekin, than to 
make any stay at Yuen-min-yuen. 

'fbe minister Cho~chan^'^ 6 ng soon followed the emperor, 
and gave me a very gracious salute as he passed b3',' but he 
»iid not stop a moment, as I iinagincd he would do from what 
the legate had said 3'cstcrday. 

As soon as the cavalcade wais at some distance, jaiul the 
crowd a little dispersed, f retumed to Yven-min-yuen, and 
after resting myself there a short lime/* came on to Pekin, 
wherd I arrived^his afternoon, extremely lii’iid and very much 
out of. order. . . 

Tuesday, October 1st. Tliis day^ the gentlemen and arlists 
who had been employed in the arrangement of the plane- 
tarium, lustres, globes, &c. at the palace of Yucn-mhi-yueK, 
returned there to finish that business, and to put uj> ParkerV 
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great lens, which I had piQCured from Captain Mackintosh, 
Qhd wliicli seemed to strike the Chinese in a most particular 
manner; and yet so ignorant arc they in matters of tlic kind, 
that tliey asked Mr. Barrow, whetlier he could nf)t make 
.such another for them ; and when he told th'ein, that it was 
made by the artist who had executed the lustres, and whose 
sole profession was t<) compose works of glass and crystal, 
and that there was not such another lens in the world beside, 
they shook their heads, as if they doubted his veracity ; but 
having asked Dr. Gillan the same question apart, and receiv- 
ing a similar answer, they appeared to be somc\vhat satisfied. 
'I’hey however reejuested that it might be fixeil in its place 
immediately^ and when they were informed that it would 
retiuire some time, they expressed thp. utmost astonishment, 
and were scarcely made to couiprdu^cl how it could admit 
of any delay, as they said it was the emperor’s order to have 
it done instantly^ for he was impatient to sec it, and our 
gentlemen might have an hundrod, two hundred, or any 
number of hands, that they chose to Call for, to assist them. 
The legate, indeed, testiiicd no less' surprise, upon a former 
occasion, on being told that it would take several weeks to 
combine all the different movements of the planetarium, 
imagining that labor, not skill, was the only thing necessary, 
and that putting together so complicated a machine as a 
system of the universe was an operation almost as easy and 
simple as the winding iip a jack. 

By this intercourse with the palace, a / ew channel of com- 
munication , and intelligence has been opened, and. which we 
have already derived some advantage from. This is the more 
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fortunate, because none of the missionaries, except Father 
Kosielski, have liecn allowed to frequent us since we returned 
from Gehol. 

It seems that, before our arrival and the presentation of 
the king’s letter, some of the emperor’s ministers had given 
it as their solemn opinion, that we should be desired to de- 
part at the end of our forty days, which period is pretended 
by the Chinese to be tlic term fixed by the laws of the empire 
for the stay of a foreign embassy. To obviate this notion iu 
time aud to rectify some other mistakes, I sent a note to the 
minister ( Cho-chan-tong) expressing my thanks to the em- 
pcix)r for his gracious permission that Captain Mackintosh’s 
ship should load at Cheusan ; but repeating that as nothing 
could be done, but .under the inspection of Captain Mackin- 
tosh himself, for whose discretion and good conduct 1 would 
be responsible, 1 hoped he might be allowed to rejoin his slu}> 
at Clieu-san without delay. That with regard to myself, 1 
proposed to return to liurope by way of Canton, for which 
place I should ask the emperor's permission to sot out, as 
soon sifter the new year as the season would allow, as I ex- 
pected the king's ship would he then anived at Macao, in 
order to convey me home. 

The minister's answer to this note is a desire to see me 
at Yuen-min-yueu to-morrow morning. 

^^odncsday, October 2d. 'Hiis morning, though much in- 
disposed, I went to Yuen-min-ytien, and found the miuist(*r 

sitting with the Pij«-//ou and the /’om-Z/om’s brother /bo-<7«oi- 
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tong, but no ‘ other colaos attending. lie began by deliver- 
ing to me some letters which, he said, were just arrived by 
the post from Cheusan. One of them was for Captain Mack- 
intosh from his first • mate, and there were two from Sir 
Krasinus (lower to myself. On asking me what news they 
brought ? I immediately told him the contents, which rverc 
that the Lion was preparing to It'ave Cheusun with all expe- 
dition ; but that the liindostan could not depart till her 
commander should join her, I then freely put into his hands 
the letters themselves, in order to remove from his mind 
any doubt he might entertain of the authenticity of iny in- 
formation to him. 

lie said, he hoped the Lion was not gone ; for he imagined 
that after so long an absence from home, I must be very 
desirous of soon returning to it, and that the emperor, upon 
first heaunn that I was ill, and that I had lost some of my 
peojde i)y (le.ith sin<*(‘ my aiTival in China, remarked how 
much fou'iiiners wort* liable lu sufFtT from the cold winters Of 
Pekin, sunl had e\))ressed lus apprehensions that W'C should 
run crr.il nsk of ininring our healths, if wc did not set out 
from it before the frost toininenced. The’ininister added, that 
ns to the leasts and eercinonies of tin' new year which, he ol>- 
.»er\ed, I had mentioned in my not(‘, they w’cre nothing more 
than n repetition of the nniusements 1 had alrp^dy seen at 
(iehol. 'i'o this I aimverod, that 1 had beei| ^OCttstomed to 
cold elimatt's, and was therefore not much afraid of feeling 
anconveniency from that of Pekin, .especially as 1 had taken 
precautions to guard against its ill cflects. After a few more 

VOL IJ. <1 o 
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wonK npon this subject* J bcggfsd to recal to his recollcctiott 
thu tiattqring hopes he had given me, when at Gehol, that t 
should have frequent opportunities of seeing him at Yueih 
min-yueny the earliest of which 1 wished to take, in order to 
explain* to him fully my sovereign’s insti:uctiOns to me, and 
to enter into negociation upon the points contained in Uicm ; 
that as yet J had barely opened iny commission, but it was 
the king’s wish that I might be allowed to reside at his (the 
king's) expense constantly at the emperor’s court, according 
to the custom in Europe, for the purpose of cultivating and 
cementing a firm friendship between two sudi imwerful 
monarchs ; I said that, with this view, *1 had been directed to 
propone that the emperor would please to send a reciprocal 
em^ssy to England, the care of which 1 would undertake lo 
have managed in such a manner, as I was sure w'oidd be 
highly satisfactory ; that 1 should have proper ships with every 
accommodation prepared for the purpose of com eying it to 
En^nd, and bringing it back to China in saicty, w ith every 
postiblc mark of honor and respect. I then cxplaiut'd to 
*him generally the favors I had chiefly to ask, endeavoring 
to state them in such a manner and in such terms, as to 
take away any appearance of demand, and ni('rc‘ly to con- 
vey a sense of their propriety in thcmsches, unattended 
with the slightest inconvcuicuce of any kind whatsoever tp 
China ; and dn gwnrance to him, that they would be received 
as strong bf benevolence and friendship towards the 
prince who had<;iNSiif .^le to request them, and whose subjects 
would' alWays endeavour to render themselves deserving of 
the emperoi's favor and pfotection. 
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Tlic minister, widi his usaai fiddrcss, avoided entering into 
any dis(*u<^si<>n of these points, wliich 1 iiad taken so much 
pains to lay before him, and turned the discourse u{von the 
state of my iicalth, assuring me that the emperor's proposal 
for iny dopaitiire arose chiefly from Iiis anxiety about it; 
for that olherwisc my stay could not but be agreeable to him. 

Although fiom the course of the conversation, and flrom 
the deportment of the minister and his two assessors, I was^ 
led to draw rather an unfavorable inference relative to my 
business, yet when 1 rose to take leave, nothing could be 
more gracibus, or more flattering than the expi'cssions which 
he made use of to me upon the occasion, in so much that my 
ijiterpretcr congratulated me on the fair prospect of my 
negociation, and said that he expected the happiest issue 
from it. Nevertheless since my return home, 1 have re- 
ceived tno diflereiit communications, by nhich 1 am in- 
formed, that the emperor's answer to the king’s letter is 
already prepared, and, sent to be translated into l.atin from 
the Chinese. This, 1 find, is an infailible indication of tlic 
court’s intentions, and as a signal for us to take our leave. 

] am afraid that il)erc is good ground for my apj[)R'hetmon, 
as Ftfn-/a-gw* and Chou-la-siin, ^vho ha\e just been here, 
tell me that I shall have a message from tIA minister to piect 
him to-morrow at the palace. 'I’hcy say, that the emperor’s 
letter for the king will probabh/ Ijc then delivered to me, (far 
they pretend not to know certainly that it ^vill) in which case, 
they advise me to dsk permission to depart without delay. 

I suppose they have been directed to hold this discourse to 
me ; but they appear much dejected, for besides the loss of 

Q 
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.such atl vantages from us, as they might expect, shoulJ we 
obtiiin the objecfe of the embassy, they have now little hopes 
of the. advancement and pi'efernient at court, which they 
had conceived hopes of, from being selected to alli'iul u^. 

Padre eVio, the interpreter, who left me at Macao, liu\ing 
resumed his Chinese dress, is now come to join hi'> ianiily 
here, and brings me a letter from Mr. Irwin, one of our 
couunissiohers at Canton, dated the 2d July, coininunical- 
ing to me the principal occuitenccs in Europe down to the 
iOth January last, by which it appeals that a war with the 
French convention is almost inevitable. 

Thursday, October S. The legate came early this morn- 
ing to ac(|uaint me, that the first nunistcr and several other 
colaos were to assemble at the palace of the city, and hoped 
that I would meet them there in ceremony, as soon as I could 
be ready. Being ill in bed when he came, and scarcely 
able to rise, T do not remember ever having received a more 
unpleasant message in my life. However, I got up imme- 
diately, and gave directions, in consequence of this sum- 
mons, to prepare every thing for the occasion. It was not 
long before 1 set out, but 1 n<*<*d not have been so punctual, 
for wc were kept waiting near three hours before the minister 
and his coadjutors were in proper order for our rcception. 
At Igst wc were conducted through several sjiacious courts, 
and over several magnificent bridges, to the foot of the great 
stairs of the imperial hall, where I found an •arm-chair covered 
with a fine yellow silk, representing tlie majesty of China and 
cc^taiuing the emperor’s letter to the king. After making our 
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nsual reverencoB^ wc proccccifd to the hall, the chair and 
letter being carried up in great slate bcibre us. 

TTic ininistci' explained to me the meaning of all this 
Aninality, and told me that the letter, t^hich was now un- 
covered, would Im' sent to my house in the same pomp ; but 
he did not tell me what was in il. lie then pointed to sonic 
tabh's, upon whi<li were ananged in gi’cat regularity a 
number of bundles, with yellow wrappers over them, and 
.said they were the leinainder of the emperor’s presents to* 
tiic kino, ami also some presents for myself and for all the 
persons who had come with me from England. 

All that had now passed was not only without the minister’s 
usual gniciousness of manner, but with a degree of constraint 
and stitfuess, that apjiearcd to me not natural but assumed 
for the occasion. 1 soon, however, discovered his real in- 
disposition tow'ards us, by Ins decisive refusal of some niagni- 
iicent piescnts which 1 had made him, and which 1 had 
every reason fiom himself to imagine he had accepted, as he 
had informed me into whose charge they should be delivered. , 
The other oolaos were equally steady m their refusal, 
had declined what 1 sent. * ^ 

I was now alnios't fainting with fatigue, and therefore re- 
quested the minister’s lea\c to retire, but first reminded hint 
%)f the points 1 liad mentioned to him yesterday, which I had 
had my sovereign’s eomm|||ds to solicit, (although not par- 
ticularly specified in his rafliir,) and requested that he would 
allow Sir Geor^ Staunton to continue the subject with him» 
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ssl^vas unable to speak Ioniser, fie said, 1 might scad him'. 

a note of itty requests ; but ho said it in such tt tone ao gi^es 
me no ^at hop<‘s of buccosb from it, especially as he chose 
to be quite silent on the subject of my former note, uhich, 
from the manner of our parting yesterday, I had reason to 
think he would have mentioned to me to day. 

Soon after my return home this afloi noon, the emperor’s let- 
ter to the king was brought to my house m great a'rcniony, ac- 
coitipanie4 by sixteen Mandariiib of rank and their attendants, 
prints followed it, and those for the king were imme- 
up iu boxes and marked as bcfoic. 

f 

It is now beyond a doubt,, although nothing was said to- 
day upon the subject^ that the court wishes us to be gone, 
and if we do not take the hints already given, they may pos- 
sibly be imparted to us in a broader and coarser manner, 
w'hicb would be equally unpleasant to the dignity of'the em- 
bassy, and the success of its objects. 

That no time might be lost or advantjigc taken, I have 
^pAtehed teethe minister the note which he bad desired 
me this mOifUing to send to him. It consists of six princi{>al 
articles extracted from my instructions and compressed into 
as narrow a compass as possible. I'iic first is a request to 
allow tlie English merchants to trade to Chett-mn^ Limpo, 
and Tten^aing. 2d. 'J'o allow them to have a warehouse at 
sTekin for the sale of their goodj^s the Russians had for- 
merly. 3d. To allow them soikqHi^tt detached, unfortified 
»lMd in the neighbourhood of Oiusan, as a magazine for 
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tliejuf UIIS 0 I 4 goods, and as a rcsiiUMice for their people to 
CMIC of tbcoit 4tii. To a1lot> tlunu a biiuilar piivilcgc 
A^iar Canton, and some other tntlini; indidgcneos. oth.'To 
aboltsTi the transit duties between Macao and C'anton, or, 
at least, to reduce them to tiu staiul.ad of 178U. O’th. 'lo 
prohibit the exaction of any duties finni I'nglish merchants, 
over and alwve those settled by the ('n)p(’ror’s diploma, a 
copy of which is leipiesied to be gisen to them (as they have 
never yet Ijecn able to see it) foi tlicir unetjuivocal direction. 

Friday, Optober 4th. ^ V’estci day .evening father Aniyot, 
who had scut me the caiUcst notice of the emperor's letter 
to the king being prepared, and several otlier pieces of im- 
portant iutelligcucc, who seemed watchful over our interests 
and anxious tor our success, found means of letting Sir George 
Staunton know (tor I was very ill and obliged to go to lied) 
iiis sentiments on the state of oUr affairs here at this juncture, 
for iny speedy infonnation. He is of opinion, that the 
Chinese consider embassies as mere .temporary ceremonies, 
sent on particular occasions only, none of those from Enio|M; 
having been of any considerable duratioq, and the last from 
Portugal, though very well received, of less .than six weeks. 
Tliat they have as yet no favorable ideas of treaties with 
distant powers, but that they^ight be rendered sensible of 
them if applied to and solicited without pre^pitation, and 
managed with caution and adroitness ; fur AOtljmg was to be 
expected as attainable on the sudden. 

He thinks that the embassy would hav6 met with fewer 
difficulties at its outset, if it hod airived before the govern- 
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ment liacl been nlarnied by the news of great trooblc«'1|*‘ 
Europe ; the inhabitants of which are indiscriminately co^jj 
siderc’d by tliein as of a turhalcnt character, but neverth^* 
less that my embassy had been so brilliant, and has made such 
an impression in lh<* country, as lunst in the end be pixxluc- 
tivc of very ha(>[)y < o»ise(jnenees, notwithstanding any differ- 
•ent appearance at present. He advised, that the ground 
gained by sending an embassy from the king to the emperor 
should by no means be lost, but be followed up by an in- 
tercourse* of letters between them, which the annual ships 
might conveyj and which might be still improved, and per- 
haps carried to the most desirable effect by a person resident 
at Canton, with the king's commission, in order to insure 
him access to the viceroy, and to eualdc him to appear at 
court, and negotiate with authority, in ease he should be 
invited to attend there, oh occasion of the accession of a new 
emperor, or any other sctkminity. He desired me to be told, 
iliat he was afraid my ilium had been occasioned by disap- 
pointment here ; but ihat i ought not to give way to feelings 
of that sort, as Ixith those who had planned the embassy and 
hud undertaken it, might well forego the satisfaction of mo- 
mentary jumnisc!}, in favor of the ij,orc solid and permanent 
advantages w^hich must gradually tollow from it. Tn conclu- 
sion, his judgu^tt was, that ’it would be roost* for our intc- 
nists, at present,* td signify my wishes to return home as 
soon as ] could conveniently set out. 

'f'liis is nearly the sum of the good father’s opinion and 
ad\ico, though mixed with many otlier observations and ideas 
relative to the late subversion in Eraocc,,w hich,aie needlts'* 
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to ihaeift here, but which strongly mark the horror it has in- 
«t>ire<l, and which_^ may probably prove advantageous to us, 
but I do not require many arguments, at present, to induct; me 
to follow my own sentiments, , which, since the receipt of Mr. 
Irwin’s letter, strongly lead me to depart, both on account 
of the propriety of the measure in itself, and the boncheial 
service which, if the Lion be not gone, I may possibly be 
able to render to the company, in ease, vidien I arrive at 
Canton, I should find Mr. Jrw'in's apprehensions realized 
of a war with tlic French convention. Nevertheless, linving 
been selected for this commission to China, the first of its 
kind froui Great Britain, of which considerable expectations 
of success had been fonned by many, and by none more 
than by myself, I cannot hcljp^^feeltng the disappointment 
most severely. I cannot lose' sight of my first prospects 
uithoiit infinite regret. ’I'he cou8(;iousnes.s of doing all in 
a man’s |K)wcr to do, in the excrebo of public employ- 
ments, is an ultimate consolation agmnsh most evils that 
ran ha])pcu ; but it lequircs no ordinary strain of phi- 
losophy to reconcile him at once to the immediate failure of 
success in a favorite undertaking, be the remote conse- 
quences ever so flattering, fn Father AniyoFs letter Uj me, 
before I set out for Gchol, he <!csirc\l me not to f)c distui:!;!^ 
or discouraged by any untoward accidents, and to be assured 
that, in the end, the objects of the embassy might be attained 
by patient p<;rscvcrauce*and unruflieii attention; and his 
o]>inion seems not to be changed by what has happened since. 
From living half u century in this country, possibly fmm 
•well-grounded knowledge and experience, he is become a 
very warm admirer of the Chinese u-ation. and ha<« laken 
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nntch painb auJ, in some instances, not without success, 
(f> ivmovt’ several false ideas cnlcrtJiiucd in I'hiropc of ihoir 
i haraelcr, customs, and polio v- J have been so shoit a 
iiiftc in' the ooimtry, nnd ho 1ms l)ccn so long in it; I ha\o 
s<’OU so little of it, h<‘ has soon so niuoh ; ho is besides a man 
of suoh probity and universal charity, that his opinion is en- 
titled to eonsidc’rable respect from nus; ne\ crtheloss, from 
the gieat deference and veneration Avhich 'the Chinese have 
King paid to lus acknowledged a irtue and abilities, he maj' 
have insensibly contracted too great a [lartiality for then), 
and may aicav tlicir govcrninent through a flattering medium. 
His apostolic zeal too, which is a ]>rcdominaut fisiture of his 
character, may tend to render him sanguine'; he knows that 
without a better intercourse between Europe and (’hina, or 
a miraculous interposition 'Mm aboA'c, the gospel is likcdy 
to make but a sIoav progress in this part of the avoiUI ; and lu- 
knows, that if the trade of China were once propej'ly opcnctl 
to us, it Avottld wonderfully facilitate the busine.ss of ooua or- 
sioii, and those of hl$ own faith Avould still have the A'inoyard 
to Uiemsclvcs ; for he has no jealousy of the English interfer- 
ing Avith them iu the proselyte branch. 

At this time it is a prevailing opinion among the missionaries, 
and such whose minds are solely employed upon religious 
objects, that the crisis of Catholicism is at hand, and that 
the church of Rome is to rise triuniphant and universal from 
all the troubles and convulsions that now assault and distract 
it. 'Fhese considcra lions naturally lead the good fiithcr to 
contribute his endeavors, and to wish m not to relinquish an 
object, AAhich certainly no other power is more likely to at- 
tain. He possibly is afraid that I may imbibe hasty preju- 
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dices, and that my vanity may be wounded by finding that 
onr appearance and address, which he had reckoned so much 
u]>un, had availed us so little here, and he is thercfoi*e solici- 
tous to set me right and prevent iny going wrong. 

AVhether the difficulties avc have met Avith arise- chiefly from 
tln^ particular humour and jealousy of the court, or from tlic 
immutable laws of the empire, which they talk so much of, 
must be left to time to determine ; but from the obsiu'vations 
which it has fallen in my way to make, \ should ratlicr 
imagine that the personal character of thc,ministci*s, alarmed 
b\' the most trifling accident, the avereion they may natu- 
rally ha\(i to sudden innovation, especially at the cmiKinir's 
]:i1^|M'riod of life, and some recent events ill understood, 
joj^cd, perhaps, to a paltry intrigue, have been among the 
jrtnef ol>slnclcs to my business: for most of the principal 
^'oplc, whom I have Iiad opportunities of kimwiiig, I have 
tonnd socjjihlc, convcrsible, good humoured, and not at all 
irt(li>poscd to foreigners. As to the* lower ordcj-s they are all 
of a 1 ratlicking turn, and it seemed aji- the sca-porls, where 
wc stopjrcd, that nothing would be more agri’cnlde to them 
than to HC our ships often in their harbors. With regard to 
their immutable laws, what laws arc realhj so J know not ; 
but I suspect the phrase has no very precise meaning, and 
is only made use of as 'a gcneml .shichl against reason and 
argument ; for wc know that they have broken thiniigh some 
of their laws, that were declared to he nnalteral)I<‘. The 
recent in^ta. - e of the ceremony in my own <‘ase is one, not 
to .i.turiou Olliers,* tvhieh the aeccs.sion of the present 
dvuasty to the throne must have often rendered nee^ssarv. 

” it a 2 
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I bare trritten iloivn these reflections as they arose in my 
mind ; how flir they are just, it is not, at tills moment, in 
my power to ascei'taiii ; but, at nil events, it appears to mo 
that the wisest measure, for the ]>ub1ic service and my own 
character, will be tu retire with as good a grace as 1 can, and 
to signify my intentions to do so without delay. 

The more distant objects of my mission must He for/uturc 
consideration, and depend on circumstances', on my finding 
the lion still at Cheu-nan^ and on such further news as I may 
learn at Canton. 

I dispatched a note to tlie first minister, in which, after a 
few compliments, I ap({uainted him that ns soon as [ should 
receive a written answer to tlie requests of my former note, 
I wished to have the cm|[)eroi^s leave to depart, and to proo 
ceed to CAeu«-san, from whence it was possible that Sir Eras- 
mus Gower was not yet sailed, and for whom, in that hope, 
1 inclosed a letter, dcsiqng him to wait tor my arrival ; bqt 
that, in case Sir Erasmus should have sailed, it would, b'o 
necessary for me to proceed to Canton, as the Hindostan, 
which must remain till Captain Mackintosh joined her, could 
not accommodate half of my train and baggage ; and 1 con- 
cluded, as I begun, with the customary compluucnts and 
professions. 

Late this evening the legate came to inform me, that the 
minister had dispatched my letter for Sir Erasmus Gower, 
and that my desire of taking leave, and of proceeding to 

Cheu-san was agreed to ; and that to prevent any likelihood 

3 
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of our l^mg surprised by l)ad weather, the emperor had 
fixed the 7tU instant for the beginning 0 |f our journey, and 
given orders that every hmior and distinction should be paid 
us on the road. Ife added, that I should receive the answer 
to iny requests, when X took leave of the' minister, who 
would come into tlie city on the morning of niy departure 
for the purpose of delivering it to me, and of wishing me a 
prosperous return home. So tins matter is now settled. 

■ ■ ■ ■■■.■* * ■ ^ ■ ■ 

* Saturday, October 5th. ; Van-ta^gin and Chou-ta-gin tell 

me, that the emperor has appointed two very great men, 
Siin-ta-gin and I-shon^ta-giri^ to conduct us. The latter I 
j-emember to have seen at Gehol, the formbf is my acquaint- 
ance Avho had been on the fibntiers of Russia, and who 
accompanied us on our visit to the garden of Gehol and the 
pagodas of PoM-/cr-/a and its environs. 

'Fhe legate is to go no farther with • us than to Tieu-shigf 
but Van-ta-gin and Chou^tai'gin say they arc not yet in- 
formed how far tliey are to attend us ; but they suppose not 
beyond the limits of their province. • 

Sunday, October 6tli. The legate, Van-ta-gin gnd CftoK- 
ta~gin csxmc early this morning, in order to assist .us in our 
preparations for departure to-morrow, and to give directions 
tor providing us with whatever accommodations wc may re- 
quire. They say all will be ready to a minute, so that wc 
may set out as soon as I receive notice of the minister's 
being prepared for the ceremony of my taking feave, J 
understand that there is a considei-able number of great 
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po()})lo at court, wlio have expressed ‘thoir being mucli 
pleahi’d with us, and who wiish that we had continued here ' 
longer, ' 

AFonday, October 7th. I’his clay at noon we set out from 
my hotel at IVkin on our road to Chnt-snn. In my way through 
the ( ily I slopped at the minister’s pavilion, w'hcre 1 found 
liiin ready to receive me, attended by the Fou~Hon^ tlie 
I'oU’-lwu^s brother, Vou~ch<m-ion§t and several colaos of dis* 
tinctioii, all dressed in their robes of ceremony', lie pointed 
to a table covered with yellow' silk, on which were placed 
two large rolls, one of them, he told m<‘, contained the 
emperor’s answer to my j5aper of ivquesi.s ; tl.»‘ other a 
list of all the emperor’s presents. 1 said, J hojied the aii- 
swT-r w'as favorable to my wishes, as it might coiifribnte, in 
some degree, to soften the regret which it was natund to feel 
on leaving the place of his imperial 'TSFajesty’s residence. Ife 
seemed as if surprised with the courtliness of such an address, 
considering the eircumstanecs ol' the moment and, h'cling 
himself embarrassed to make a suitable return, changed the 
subject ; and, among other things, said ho hoped our tables 
* had been pi-opcrly served during our stay. • 

He then mentioned to me the empei'or’s nomination of 
Him-ta-ghi to conduct me to C/jcm-scoi, as a matter winch, I 
suppose, he imagined would be agreeable to me. 'I’hc 
minister had a smile of afleetcd affability on his counte- 
nance during the greater part of the time; but f thought 
the Fou-lioit and his brother looked eonfoimdodly^sour at us. 
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f Imre reason to suspect that there is some mystery in this 
appearance* and tliat a court intrigue, which may be still 
oh toot, relative to the aflnirs of the embassy, has t.ccnsioned 
a disunion or diflercnct; of opinion among these great 
personages. 

Before wc look our leave, a Man<larinc of tlie fifth order, 
decorated witlj a white transparimt button on his rap, waa 
called forward, nho iinntediately kneeled down and conti- 
nued in that posture till the emperor’s letter and the list of 
the presents wer*' fastcacd on his back l)y broad yellow rib» 
bauds lied round both bis shoulders. As soon as this opeia- 
tion ^\us performed, he rose and immediately mounted his 
horse luul, thus accoutred, rode before us the whole way to 
this place (Tonfr~Hiuu\ nhcre he delivered his charge into niy 
hands, in the same humble posture that he had received it. 
From tlu‘ time mo quitted the minister, it took us near two 
houiN before ^vc arrived at the last gate of the eastci 11 huburb 
of Pekin. 

Notpith.standiug what 1 have observed of the wonderful 
populousness of this country in genend, yel that of Pekin 
seems less in projiortion than that of and some 

other places. I’hongh a sight so novel as that of my embassy 
drcM' immense crowds of the inhabitants into the streets, yet 
I doub^ M’hcther l^ndon would lx* much behind-haiid on 
any great day of ceremony. I should think that the 
king went to St. Paul’s afiei his illness, there wer6’ more 
people to be scon out of doors and at tlu‘ windows where he 
passed along, than apimared in the streets of I’ckiu, either 
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this afternoon when I came away, or the morning when I 
arrived. 1 must not however forget that, in Pekin, one 
scarcely meets with any but tnen, as the women seldom stir 
abroad. Tlic houses in China arc of one story only and, in 
general, are very closely inhabited, it being no uncommon 
thing for a dozen people to be crow'ded into one small 
chamber which in England would be considered as a scanty 
accommodation for a single person. 1 should think that 
Pekin stands on at least a tliird less ground than London, 
including Westminster and Southwark ; but still it is one of 
the largest cities in the wrorld, and justly to be admired for 
its walls and gates, the distnbution of its quarters, the width 
and allineation of its streets, tlie grandeur of its triumphal 
arches, and the number and magnificence of its pahaccs. 

There are two streets, each of tv'hicli is scarcely less than 
a league in length ; they arc near one hundred feet %vidc, and 
are chiefly inhabited by merchants and traders, whose shops 
and warehouses arc most profusely decorated with every 
ornaincut that colors, gilding, and varnish can bestow. Ilic 
hotels of the great are mostly situate^ in retired warrow 
stnjets. The (me 1 iuhahited was near the city walls, and had 
not been long built. Jt is supposed to have cost neui- 
100,000/. and was erected by a former, IIou~pou of Canton, 
who has been degradcnl for his crimes, and has long lain 
under sentence in prison. As all his fortuuc was tbrleited 
to tlid crown, my hotel made part of the confiscation, and 
we were told by one of the inissionm*ies, that the nits of 
Pekin had been much diverted witli its being allotted fur 
our rosidcucc, and said it was but a fair retribution, as 
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house had been 43uilt by the Hou-pou^ out of his extortions 
from our countrymen at Canton. 

None of the streets arc paved, so that in wet weather 
they arc covered with mud, and in dry weather the <lusi is 
excessively disagrccabic, pci-vading every place and every 
thing ; but what renders it intolerably offensive ; is the stench 
with which it is attended for though proper care is taki^ii to 
have the streets cleaned very early every rnorliing from the 
filth and ordures of the preceding night, yet the odorgenendly 
continues flouting in the air for the greater part of the day. 

The police is singularly stride; it is indeed stretched to an 
extent unknown, I believe, in any other city, and strongly 
marks the jealousy of the government, and their unceasing 
apprehension of danger. At night all the streets arc shot up 
by barrieadoes at each end,, and a guard is constantly patrol- 
ing between them, so that no pereon can pass after a certain 
hour without assigniug satisfactory reasons, or being liable to 
punishment, if disapproved of. A number of watchmen 
arc also stationed at short distances, who cairy rattles, 
and every two or three minute.s proclaim their vigilance by 
the exercise of their instruments. One or two of these guar- 
dians of the peace had their stands so near to my house, 
that 1 could not sleep a wdnk for the first three or four nights; 
but by degrees I became used to the noise, and grew to mind 
it as little as the ringing of a church bell. 

Prom Pekm wc were near three hours in our journey to this 
place (Tong-siou^i and we are now lodged at our old quar- 
voL. ri. s 8 
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tors ill the great Miao, or Boiuse Temple, which has been 
again prcpai'ed for us. 

'Hie civil officer or Mandarine of this place, a Mantchou 
'I’artar, has been just here to pay me a visit, and offer his 
services. Mentioning to ine in conversation that tjie 
watri'h were now very low, and daily decreasing, he took 
occasion to observe how attci^tivc and considerate it was in 
the emperor to fix an early day in the season for our de- 
parture ; a few days later, the river would have become too 
shallow to float our yachts, and it would be excessively in- 
convenient and tincomfortdhlc to go in small boats, or to 
travel by land. This is certainly true, and shows how 
ipiickly the court leSson had reached this gentleman, and 
how aptly he had already learned it. 

Our conductors inform us that the yachts and every thing 
else will be ready for our embarkation to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday, October 8lh. This morning I walked down to 
the water side, and found it would be sonic hours before the 
final arrangements could 'lie made for our setting out. I 
went on board my own yacht and some of the others, and 
observed with pleasure the same care and attention for our 
accommodation down the river, that we ha^ experienced 
before in ascending it. 

It was six o’clock this evening before we sailed from 
Tong^siou. 
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Wednesday, October 9th. We made bill little progress 
last night, as the waters wcj’e low and .the yai'hts rreipicntly 
got aground. This has happened two or tlirec litnes ugaiii 
to-day. The weather is cold during the night and early in 
the morning, but grows very warm towards thu middle ul' 
the day. 

Thursday, October 10th. This afternoon Van-ta^gin came 
to tell me that Sun~ta~gin had just reeijived a letter from the 
emperor, the contents of which he wished to cummunicafe 
to me, and soon after I saw his yacht approaching mine l ery 
fast ; I therefore desired Van-ta^in to tell him that as soon 
as he came along-side I would pay him a visit.' 1 accovd- 
ingly went on board his yacht, and immediately began by 
reminding him of his former civilities to me at Pou-ta^ia 
and the gardens of Gehol, and renew'ing my acknowledg- 
ments of them ; and 1 then expressed how ha])py I felt from 
his being appointed the superiutendant of our present voyage. 
He received me with every possible mark of consideration, 
expressed -ihe highest satisfaction at having been chosen upon 
the occasion to accompany us, and then read to me tht 
emperor’s letter, the purport of which was, that lie. (Sun- 
ta-gin ) should take us under his particular care, and render 
every thing agreeable to us in the course of our voyage ; that 
he should conduct us to Cheti^snn, and see us embarked on 
board our ships, if they should l>e still there ; if not, that 
he should proceed with us to Canton. I discovei’cd from 
him, however, that my letter for Sir Erasmus Gower, de- 
siring him to wait for inc at CAeu-san, had not been sent. 
'J'hey suspected, I know not what, and had therefore sup- 

s s 2 
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pressed it. I told him that Sir Krasraus bavins; per-, 
formed the king's orders to land the embassy in China, 
n’ould certainly proeced upon other service, unless he heard 
reasons from me to detidn him ; I therefore rccpicsted him 
not to lose a montent in having my letter dispatched. He 
said he would immediately write to Pekin upon the subjcel ; 
and dkl not doubt that it would be done. I then to6k niy 
leave, and in a1)ont half an hour after, he canie on board my 
yacht to return my visit. Here the conversation Ixraine 
less formal. He talked to me a good deal about the Rus- 
sians, who, he said, though fien’c and barbarous, were by 
no means a bad people. Understanding from me that 1 had 
resided three years in Russia, as the king's minister, he ex- 
pressed much surprise, and asked me what I could be doing 
there so long. I explained to him the. laws and customs of 
Kuropoan nations, with rogani to their mutual intercourse, 
and told him that the sovereigns of Europe usually kept 
ambassadors constantly resulent at each other’s courts, for 
the purj)os<*s of cultivating reciprocal friendship, and pTe- 
vcnling misunderstandings, flc answered nie that it ’was 
otherwise in China, which never sends ambassadors to foreign 
countries ; that ambassadors ^f)'om foivign countries wcjx' 
only occasionally received ; am!, according to the laws of 
the <‘inpire, allowed but forty dsiys residence, although, on 
jjarlicular occasions, it miaht have happened that ihc term 
w'as cxlendc<l to eighty days. He incnlionod some other 
niceties relative to the etiquette of the eourtj and entered a 
good deal into the manners and customs of China, wduch, he 
saiti, he knew were tliftbrent i'rom our's ; but they could not 
be broken through without iucouveiiicucc, aud, perhaps. 
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mischief to the state; and that therefore fovei<;uers should 
not be suri>rised, or dissatisliod at them. I inv 

concern on account of the ij;noran(‘C I had been kept in with 
rc^^rd to many things whieh he now told ine, adding, that 
I liad endeavored to do, as were ctpiall}' iny \visht'> and 
my duly to do, every thing whieh I imagined could render 
me agreeable to the emperor and his minislers : and that if 
any thing were omitted, it was not my fault, as 1 had been 
.so nmeh restrained in my intercourse with the Europrtm 
inissiuiiarics, who had lived long in China, and could et)n- 
.sc(juently have assisted me M’ith iufurination and instruction. 
Ills answer was that of a complete eoiirticr, assuring me 
that our behaviour had been such as showed m'(j roepured 
nothing of that kind, but entitled us to every favor and 
regard that the law's of tlie empire could authoriise, that he 
did perfeet justice to my Icntimeuts and declaration, and 
would not fail to transmit them faithfully to court. 

After he went away, Van-ta-gin and Chou-ta-gin remained 
with me a great part of this evening. In the c’oni'sc of con- 
\ersation, they said that, including all the yachts, baggsigc- 
briuts, and those of the attending Mandarines, there were 
forly vessels employed on our present ex|K;ditioM, and up- 
wards of a thousaml persons attached to this service. Thai 
llie emperor allows five thousand taels per day ‘ (each lad 
equal to 6s. 8r/.) for defmying U»c expense of it ; and that if 
that sum should fall short, it must be levied on the provinces 
we pass through. 'I'hat one tiiousand five liundn^d tads p(*r 
day werc allotted for the expense of qnr residence at Pekin, 
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and that they were scarcely sufficient. Althoujs;h the mainte* 
nance of the embassy must have undoubtedly been very con- 
siderable, I can by no means conceive it in any degree ade- 
quate to so large an amount. That it has bi‘cn fully charged 
to the emperor is highly probable, but between the money 
charg(*d and the money actually expended, 1 understand 
there is usually a very material difference; for tliough the 
cin])cror's warrant may be signed for a great sum, yet the 
checks of office, as they are called, are so numerous and so 
burdensome, that before it arrives at its last stage, it is al- 
most sweated to nothing. 1 remember Chou-ta-gin telling 
me one day as an instance of this, tha^ an inundation in the 
course of last year had swept away a village in the province of 
CVian-toag so suddenly, that the inhabitants could saM^ no- 
thing but their lives. The emperor (who, from having for- 
merly hunted there, was well acj|uaintcd with the place) im- 
mediately ordered one hundred thousapd taels for their relief, 
out of which the first JU-poo took twenty thousand ; the second, 
ten thousand ; the fhird, five thousand ; and so on till at 
last there remained no more than twenty thousand fur tlie 
poor sttfierers. So we find that the boasted moral institutes 
of China are. not much better observed than those of some 
other countries, /femd that the disciples of Confucius arc com- 
posed' of the samp fragile materials as Uie duldren of Mam- 
mon in the western tVorld. 

Friday, October lltb. This day we marie very little way ; 
the river was in some placm so shtdlow, that our yachts were 
' often dragged along the bottom hy mere bodily force. One 
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of them being somewhat larger than the others, and nioie 
heavily laden, was not able to proceed, and Mr. IMuwvell, 
Captain Mackintosli, and Dr. (jillan, itc. weru oldioed to 
rctnovc into smaller boats and divide the baggage. 

Sunday, Octol)cr 12th. This day 1 paid another visit to 
Sun-ta-ghii who told me that by the latest accounts from 
Clieu-sayit our ships were still there. He saiil that as, on ac- 
count of the sliullowness of the water, our progress was very 
slow, we might have time to amuse ourselves, if we chose it, 
by going on shore and viewing ^thc country on the banks, 
only taking care not to lose sight of our vessels, llis atten- 
tion and civility continuing so pointed, and his good opinion 
and esteem so unaffectedly expressed, I had the less difficulty 
in engaging him to converse freely upon the subjects which 
are now the most interesting to me. I renewed the topic of 
niy former conference with him, and endeavored to impress 
lihu with high ideas of the compliment meant to be paid to 
the emperor by the king's sending an embassy from so great 
a distance, with such distinguished marks of consideration 
and regard. 1 said, I had hoped to find frequent opportuni- 
ties of fulfilling the purposes of it, which were to testify 
tlie sincere interest my sovereign look in the emperor's wel- 
fare, to improve the connection between then*,. and to recom- 
mend the king my master's subjects in China to protection 
and favor. To this he replied with quickness,' ^at tlic em- 
' peror had lately given fresh orders to treat the English and 
other Europeans at Canton wjth indulgence and liberality. 
1 told him I had no doubt of the emperor's good dispositions 
towards us, and that he should alwa^’s find Uie gratitude 

7 
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of our mcrcbants in ilic respect and obedience which they 
uoiild pay to Ins onk'is ; but that tliey wished to be plt}- 
<*isely intbrmetl, what thobc orders, tliat related to thcui, 
1(5 illy were, whirh hitherto had not been the ('use, as for 
twelve yesiis past several new duties had been levied on them 
Mithout their bcini; able to learn the reason; that thesc 
duties were <*v<'rv year increasinji ; and tliat, if not soon re- 
gulated, thi‘ i'iU^L>iihh connnercc, which is now earned on in 
sixty large ships annually, must be relinquished and given 
up, as unable to Ijear so heavy burdens. It was thcre- 
Ibrc become an object of such consequence, that f could 
Mot but hope proper steps would be tukcii thercu|)on. Ife 
answiTcd me that ccilaiuly there would, but that tin* duties 
and tuxes could not be fixed uhsohifely^ because they must 
necessarily vary from time to time, aceordiug to the evigi'ucies 
of the state* or of the particular provinces vv here they wt*ic 
levied. I observed to him, that then they should be reduced 
to iherr former l^pvcl, as soon as the extraordinary oceasion 
was past, but that ever since the year 1782 they had been 
♦ri'gularly augminiting at Canton, and were now bi'eomc an 
insupportable grievance. He confessed that the duties at Can- 
ton had been encrcased of late year*, on account of the wars 
of Tont|uitt ami .Thibet, but that ix% there was peace at present, 
they w ould certainly Ive diminished. I expressed to him the 
pleasure I felt in receiving this information, together with 
what he had mentioned before of the emperor's orders iu 
favor, of the English, from so high an authority and in so 
agreeable a manner, and I begged leave to request the eou- 
tiimanco of his good offices iu our affiiirs. ft is much to be 
rcgrcttcvl that as the first minister was determined not to give 
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me such opportunities, as I sought, for convcismg upon busi- 
ness with tiim, he had not appointed Sun-ta-giH to attend 
us from the beginning, instead of tlie legate, as possibly we 
might have been able, by his means or through his channel, 
to enter into negociation, whereas tlie legate did every thing 
in his power to obstruct aud disappoint us. I just hinted 
this to Sun-ta’^Mt who said that |)Ossibly it might have been 
so : but that I should find liini as ready noa> to convey our 
sentiments and explain them to the minister, as he could 
have been then. Tlaough all his discourse there is hueli an 
nir of candor, frankness, and amity, that if 1 am dccci\cd 
in him, he must be the most consummate cheat in the 
w'orld. 

Sunday, October 13th. This day we arrived at Tien-singt 
where wc were served with a most sumptuous provision for 
our lablcs, excellent mutton, pork, venison, and poultry of 
all kinds, fruits in great variety, peaches, plums, apples, 
pears, grapes, chesnuts, walnuts, and several others cjuite 
new to me. 1 should not mention this entertainment parti- 
cularly, had it not been intended as a personal compliment 
from Sun-ta-gin himself, for, in general, wc have been al- 
ways supplied in great al^undancc. And here 1 cannot avoid 
remarking a singular proof of attenti(Hi shewn to us in this 
journey, llic Chinese . seldom use milk as any part of their 
food (it being appropriated entirely to the tmuiishment of 
the calves) hut observing thatwc had mdeh Accustomed 
to it, &nd that wc always mixed it witli ouf tea, when we 
could get it, they have taken care that we shall not want 
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that article on the road ; for they have brought with a» 
a couple of cows in a boat fitted up on purpose, by 
which means we shall have a constant supply of milk ail the 
way; an accommodation of no iuconsidcrable value to English 
travellers. 

How arc wc to reconcile the contradiction that appears in 
flic conduct of the Chinese government towards us ? lliey 
receive us witli the highest distinction, show us every cx« 
teraal mark of favor and regard, send the first minister him> 
self to attend us, as a cicerone, for two days together 
through their palaces and gardens, entertain us with their 
choicest amusements, and express themselves greatly [ikused 
with so splendid an embassy, commend our conduct, and 
cajole us with compliments ; yet, in less than a couple of 
nioiitfas, they plainly discover that they wish us to be gone, 
refuse our requests without reserve or complaisance, preci- 
pitate our departure and dismiss us dissatisfied ; yet no 
sooner have we taken leave of them than we find ourselves 
treated with more studied attentions, more marked distinc- 
tion, and less constraint than before. I must endea- 
vor to unravel, this mystery if I can. Perhaps they had 
given way to impressions, which »thcy could not resist, but 
arc ashamed to confess ; perhaps they licgin to find their mis- 
take, and wish to make some amends for It 

Monday, October l+th. We now ascended the river 
Vu~/to which tails into the Py-Ao at this p!at^ Cl'kn-m^.) 

It is about eighty feet wide, and the stream is so strong as 
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to require eigbtccn or twenty towers to each yacht, and we arc 
not supposed to go at the rate of more than a mile and an half 
per hour; but the l)cauty of the scene makes some amends for 
the slowness of our motions. The banks slope gently down, 
and arc planted on the top with line laigc shady trees, the 
fields neatly divided, and admirably well cultivated, the 
fiirin houses pictuiesquc, and every three or Ibur miles air 
<*anals of difibrent breadthlpi^eithcr falling into the river or 
branching from it in^> the country. 

'J’ucsday, October loth. The W'catlier was remarkably 
cold this morning, but grew excessively hot towards noon. 
At six o’clock A. M. the mercury in FarenheiPs thermo- 
meter stood at 4tTy and at two o’clock P. M. had risen to 74*, a 
variation of 27* in eight hours, wliich is much greater than 
I rcmemljcr to have observed any where before. These 
sudden vicissitudes begin already to affect the health of our 
people, and several of the guard are growing sickly. Their 
living in the midst of sudi plenty, without much restraint 
or exerciser may however contribute also to their com- 
plaints. 

Wednesday, October l6ih. The course of the river to-day 
is very serpentine. Ip wet r seasons it rises very high and 
overflows its banks, although they are elevated in some 
places near tw'cnty feet above the prcsc'nt level of the water. 
It is said the gi'eat Yellow River anciently ran here and took 
this route to discharge itself into the gulph of Pc-c/ie-Zi, although 
its present mouth is near two hundred miles to the soutli- 
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ward of it. The country i-* sandy and dry in appearance; 
but you cannot dig a foot deep any where without finding m ater 
in abundance. The w'UIow'plantatidns continue, with some 
finit trees; chiefly plums, intermixed widi them. 

Thursday, October 17th. Passed by several large burying 
grounds ; from which 1 conclude we are not jar from some 
large town or city. The poptflation seems prodigious, and 
wc are told it increases the ihriher we go southward. To> 
day wc observed a gr6at many women mixed with the men ; 
but few of them handsome. They labor in the fields at 
harvest and other country business, just like their hus- 
bands. 

Priday, October 18th. .We ^txwrved several towns and 
walled cities at some distance, which, added to the general 
appearance of the country, 'j^c it some resemblance to 
Ilaudcrs and H<^nd. I find that tlie weather here is always 
warm and pleasant when a southerly wind blows ; bnt cold 
and pincliing, whenever it shifts'^ to the newthward. Owing 
to this chcumsti^c, the tbermomeioi U'as yesterday at .53" 
at sun*rise» and'^t^ay at 46*. and Ckou-ta-gin 

own that in the )jdnter a great many poor people die in these 
provinces for wdnt of sufficient clothing. It is diicfly their 
clothing that trust to ftw a defence against the 

cold weather. Tlieylbuve no fire-places nor fixed stoves in 
their houses ; they employ pans of charcoal/or their culinary 
purposes, and soOietimcs have Iwaxtcrs brought into their 
chambers b\tt these give only a short temporary heat, and 
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require too much trouble and attention to be regularly 
kept up. 

* 

We arrived tliis evening at Chtithfiour which -is a very 
large city on the left bank of the river. The troops wore all 
drawn out with flags, standards, musk, torches, lai^ps and 
lanthorns, in honor of our approach. 

Saturday, October IQth. The appearance of the country 
to day is rather dreary, no trees or dirubs to be seen, except 
the ricinus, which produces what we vulgarly call in Engl uid 
the palma Christi or castor oil. tn Europe and the West 
Indies, 1 believe it is only used iU medicine, but I am in- 
formed that the Chinese have the secret of depriving it, by 
some process, of its purgative quality, and of rendering it es- 
culent and palatable. The thermometer was at 50'* this morn- 
ing at six o’clock, and at 68^ about noon. 

Sunday, October 20th. llie ctAilitty much the same as 
yesterday; the weather cold, the. sky ^ooiny, the sun scl- 
(.loin shining out. A few drops of rain in tlic afternoon, but 
scarcely to be called a shower. 

4 

% 

^londay, October 21st. This morning I paid a visit to 
Sun~trt~f>hu and had a very long conftrence wlfti.him. The 
emperor’s letters to'.'the king made a {xincipal subicct 
of it. 

Tlie secretary, who bad pmmed. the last letter, and who 
was now in the train of $un-ta-gin» was present, and endea- 
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vorcd to excuse that part of it which I complained of, 
in wliich it is said, tlmt the requests made in the ainbassa- 
ilor's note of the 3d October were supposed to come rather 
IVoin him than from the king. According to the explana- 
tion given me, it is a sf)rt of political conundrum, a court 
artiiicc to elude an ungrantable demand, for Chinese urba- 
nity docs not admit a supposition* tliai one sovereign cun 
desire of anotlier whot is possible to be refused ; it is there- 
fore concluded, that the request has never been made or, 
jf made, that the ambassador has been guilty of an error in the 
delivery of his message, and to have asked, from his 
own head, what had never entered into that of his 
master. 

This mode of interpretation, however respectful it may 
be pretended to the king, is certainly not very flattering to 
his representative ; but I was willing to understand the matter 
in theit own way^ 'and let it pass so. All private and per- 
sonal considerations must merge in flie pursuit 'of public 
objects, and In diplomatic transactions ; there is ^ wide dif- 
tercncc between negociating with an Burot)eain and Oriental 
prince, between. a. king of Spain or king of Prussia, and 
an cinpenw of China or Japan ; even Louis the XIV. on 
occasion of one >0^ hill ships being fired at in the Archi- 
pelago, said them was no point of honor with such people 
as the Turks. When 1 mentioned to Sun-ta-gm my surprise 
m finding myself supposed, in the letter, to be desirous of 
.introducing ^le English reli^on into Chinai said they had 
taken it for granted we were like the otlier Europeans who. 
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it waft well known, had always been industrious and active 
in propagating their faith. I’o this I replied, that whatever 
mi^t 1^ the practice of some Euro^Kians, the English never 
attempted to disjmte or disturb the worship or tenets of 
others, l>eing persuaded that the Supreme Governor of the 
universe ^vas equally pleased with the homage of all his crea- 
tures, when proceeding from sincere devotion, whctlier ac- 
cording to one mode or another of the various religions 
which he permitted to be published ; that the English came 
to China with no such views, ns was evident from their mer- 
chants at Canton and Macao having n't priests or cliaplains 
belonging to them, us the other Europeans had ; and that so 
far fi*om an idea of that kind entering into my mind, or my 
commission, I had not in my whole train any person of the 
clerical charat‘tcr, and that it was such persons only, who 
were cinploycd as the instruments of conversion ; that it was 
true, as stated in the letter, the English had been anciently 
of the same religion as the Portuguese and the otlicr xuission- 
ancs, and had adopted another ; but that one of the prin- 
cipal ditTcrences between us and them was our not having the 
same seal for making proselytes which they had. 1 addtui, 
Iiowever, that I could nbt but be surprized at its being 
known in China, that we had hirmcrly b(‘en of the same 
faith as the missionaries, and that 1 supposed it must have 
come from the missionaries themselves, lie answered, that 
no such thing was inserted in the letter, at least in tiu 
Chinese and Tartar copies, and that if it was to be found 
in the iiatio, it must arise from the blunder or malice of 
the tr.inriator. 
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T continued my observations on the letters and said, that 
in the first, the emperor had chiefiy dwelt upon the request 
of an English minister being allowed to reside constantly 
at Pekin, (which was not complied with,) but that he had 
avoided touching particularly on the other points of my mis- 
sion, confining himself to a general asimrancc, that the English 
merchants should bc> tivoatcd with kindu^s and favor ; and 
that, in the second letter, liesides imputing to me the strange 
religious project, which Iliad already mentioned, he seemed 
to accuse us of an unfair design to obtain exclusive privi- 
leges, which 1 totally disavowed; it was true, 1 admitted, 
that we had only asked for ourselves; but that, however 
grateful we should be for any favors granted to us, ire by 
no means prestuned to* desire ti^t his bounty should not be 
extended to others. I renewed the sul^xrt of the grievances 
complained of at Canton, wbieh, 1 observed, were so dis- 
•guisedin the emperor'is let^, that it was not surprising they 
should be thsfegarded ; but that they were of the most serious 
consideration to us and, if not speedily remedied, the trade 
of Canton would tall tp decay, ihiin which nothing could 'be 
more prejudicial tt> Cbiiia. begged -me to lay 

asidh the Uliea«ii;|.e^ whieh 1 %eeixted to feel from the perusal 
of the letters* viiiM he declared were not meant to convey 
any thing or unpleasant to the embassy or my- 
self, but he remind me that the laws ‘and usages 

of China were invaidnhle, and that the emperor was so strictly 
oliservant'of them, ^at no comidmtion cquH ever induce 
him to infisingc them ; that he was ihcte&re on his guard 
against the slightest appcaram^ of immimtiOn, and had de- 
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dined any immedwte compliance witli the particular re<juests 
we: had niade» but that we were riot to infer from thence a 
dblnclination in him towards iis or onr concerns, for tliat 
riotwithstanding any suhirises of olliei-s, he enlerlaincd very 
Inndj^iiitcjitions with regal'd to us, aiid that the Engliidi at 
Canton would soon, find the 'go:<>d eftcetsi pf them. ‘IJc said 
that from the inechanism. of iheir goyernnientj a great deal 
must be left to the ciberctioh and ; rapoinincudatioii of the 
viceroys, whose conduct height , jiossiWy be sometimes not 
uucxccptioirable, but that as a particular mark of attention 
to us, a Maiidatine of h|g^ fstrik anti allied to 

the emperor, was just .appointed Tmi-tou of; vicei*oy of Can- 
ton, a man of remarkable benignity to strangoi's,. and whose 
justice and integrity, displayed in hb late governiijciit of Che- 
AvViwg, had pointed him out as the fittest persop. tor this new 
employ nuMit ; that orders lukl been sent to him to make, the 
most minute inquiries at Cautpii wito such yckations and griev- 
ances as may exist there, and as sdoti as he has maturely 
considered them, to: rectify overy/thing 'amiss by the most 
eftcctual exertion of his authority. - That this would probably 
take some tiinc and the godd'coosdqticnces could scarcely 
be felt till the eiwiiing seiispn’, %h;eri‘, iiinon proper notii^e being 
given to him of thp nfrival oF oMV ships, every reasonable in- 
dulgence will W ' ^ To agyes^^ble . tle- 

clarations, I was nril!\l»iickward in e.xprcsring how satisfac- 
tory they xycre to me j 'but f insiinial^^ to ren- 

der them completely so to. my sovei^i^iji^/a third letter from 
the emperor, eonfnnning .the .fiatterthg hopes giveri nic, 
would l)C Very desirable, ns it woidd i^move every doqbt that 
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aribC upon the others, and that it was the more ncccs- 
snrv.as, iVom the singular variation in the translation ii’om the 
oujiiiml iu one i)articular instance, it was not iinrcasona!)li* 
to imagine some oilier mistake or insertion might be found 
there. Sun-(a-nin seemed sensible enough of the \a!uc J put 
xipoii olttainiMg a third letter, but said it <‘ould nmke no dii- 
fcrcnce uhatsoexer as to the public advanUxges in considera- 
tit’iu and that be was afraid, as I had taken leave, a new dis- 
j)at<*h would lie incompatible with the eUf|uetle of the* comt : 
He told me, that it npjxeared to him, that the (niiperor xvas 
every day more and moi’o pleased with the compliment of the 
embassy, and he added, that the assurances which he had 
given me of the emperotfs favorable intentions were by no 
moans to be taken as the effusions of. his own liicndsliip, or 
lh(* compliineuts of his ofHcc, but as the literal xvords (which 
they ically were) of the emperors dispatiiics to him, and that 
when 1 came to converse with Chun-lct-^iny wlmm I should 
find at llan^hou-^fvUy he would confirm all he had mentioned 
iu the fullest manner. I.fmd that scarcely a day pa^sfs 
without Sun-‘ia~^in receiving apd dispatching lettci's, so that 
it would bccm we form no small oldcet of court solicitude. 
'I'hc Chinese couriers ai'c so e.\pcditious 'that, J am told, it is 
no uncouitnup thing to convey a letter fifteen hundred miles 
iu ten or twelve days. 

Tuesday, October ^2d. At sun-rise the thermometer wuis 
kdU'u as low as 48. We obserye large plantations of cotton 
on each side of the river, which here meanders so much, that 
w'C haxe had the sun ahead and astern of us twenty times in 
a few houi>. 
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At four o’clock P. M. we passetl by JJn-chiit-chou, a lar^' 
wailed city, which poured out such myriads of its inhabitants 
to see us sail along, as tpiitc astonished me, ulthouuh I have 
been so much accustomed to the sight of CJiinesc populouMicss. 

'I’hc largest and tallest poplars I ever saw, particularly the 
({uakiug asp, are in vast iuimbei*s hert'. 

Helbrc dark this evening we cjuitled the river, and entered 
tlnoindi a sluice into a narrow canal. 

O * 

AVednesday, October 23d. Tltc canal now enlarges to the 
breadth of fifty or sixty feet, and is very muddy. It winds 
like a river, and is, in fact, 1 su[>po8C, a river, aided and im- 
proved by art. The hanks are unequal^ in some places very 
high, in others scarcely elevated alwvc the *pluiu. 

Thursday, October 24th. This day- we passed through 
three sluices, llcccivcd a message from Sun^ta-s^iii that he 
had received a letter from the emperor, and would communi- 
cate the contents when couvenicut to me. I was taken very 
ill this morning, and have not stirred out of bed all day, but I 
hope to be well enough to-morrow to see Sun-1 

V 

Friday, October 25th. Sun-tn-gin told me that the em- 
peror was very much pleased with the accounts he had liecn 
enabled to give him of our "prosperous journey, and had sent 
me a testimony of his Iwjnevolencc (a cheese aixl smuc sweet- 
meats) with a gracious repetition of kindness and rei:jai<l. 
We had a good deal of desultory couversatiou upon the gc- 
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' ncral subjects of our last meeting, during which he took of*ca> 
sion to say, that we should find it an easy matter to st't every 
thing to rights with the new viceroy of Canton, who was so 
reasonable and so just, that I might depend upon it he never 
would rountenance the most trifling oppressum. lie again 
doclaiYd, that greater indulgence and favor were intended to be 
shown to the English than they had ever experienced before, 
and seemed anxious to impress this opinion on my mind. If 
the court of Pekin is not really sincere, can they possibly cx- 
|1cct to teed us long with promises ? Can they be ignorant 
that a couple of English frigates w'ould l)c an over-match fur 
the whole naval force of their empire ; that in half a summer 
they could totally destroy all the navigation of tlicir coasts, 
and reduce the inhabitants of the muritiinc provinces, w ho 
«>ui)sist chiefly on fish,«to absolute famine ? 

Saturda}', October 26th. Continued our course on the 
canal, which is now supplied from a very extensive lake on 
uur left hand. The idea of the great canal in Russia, which 
at certain distances runs almost pamllel to the shores of 
the Ijadoga, and is filled from it, seems to liave been bor- 
rowed Iroiii heWc. The bank here between the canal and 
the lake oceustoiroHy varies in breadth, being in some places 
not less than half a mile thick, and in others scarcely more 
than two htindred yhl’ds. Though the lake is very extensive, 
y('t I could see its extreme Iroundarics from the deck of my 
y;\( ht. '^*hc pn>si)eet.of it this morning at run-rise was most 
delightful, tlm borders ftinged with wood, houses and pago- 
das on the sloping grounds behind, and the lake itself covered 
with numberless vessels crossing it in different directions, 
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according to all the various mi^es of navigation that poles, 
paddles, oars, and sails can supply. On our right arc many 
villages on the bank, which is hei'e and there pierced with 
sluices, in . order to turn the water for the purpose of agri- 
culture. In the back ground at four or five miles dis- 
tance arc several pretty round hills rising singly from the 
plain, and crowned tvith trees , i^hd pagodas. 'Jlic Weather 
■ has been uncommonly fine, lieitHer too cold nor too warm, 
much like our mild October in Englaudv 

Sunday, October 27tij'. TliO canal is now .conducted over 
a great morass, which appears witlibut liniits oii each side, 
and above which it is raised aud embanked by immense 
mounds of earth, very high and vciy thick. It is a most stu- 
pendous work, as Chou-t(hgin has explained it to me. Inia^^ 
ginc ’a vast surface of inundation, narroWed and forced up by 
human skill and industry, into an artificial channel several 
yards above its foitner bed, and nowihg along in that airy 
state, till it finds a corresponding level; where it unites with 
many other streams. It then, becomes a most noble canal, 
improved and adorned with sluices and bridges of singular 
workmanship and. beauty, and after a long course through 
one of the finest province ;ih China, gently falls into the 

floflwg-Ao or Yellow Kiyer, . V. 

Monday, October 28.th. . I have observed for some days 
past, that there arc eighteen truckers and oiie driver iinifwmly 
attach^ to each yacht. The regulation Had been sometimes 
departed fiom before, so I snpposc the police here is more 
strict. The districts through which the canal passes, are 
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oblis^rd to furnisii the people for this service, as the post* 
niahlcrs in France and Germany arc bound to supply a cer- 
tain number of horses for travellers. The wealthiest farmer 
in China would be obliged to perform the work himself, if he 
did not provide a' snlistitute. 

'J’uesday, October 12<)th. A lively breeze sprung up froni 
the south-west this morning, which makt'S the feel of the air 
luM'ommunly pleasant. A fine grey marbled sky, which from 
tin\e to time just disdos^^ such a proportion of the sun beams 
ns to render the hue df the weather more cheerful. 

Sun-la-gin came to say that he had received a letter, ac- 
quainting him ^liat the Lion and the smaller vessels had sailed 
an ay from Chcu-nan on the l6th instant, so that there only re- 
mained the Ilindostan to convey us to Macao. I told him 
she was totally incapable of accommodating us, being built 
t'or trade, and not calculated for passengers ; that from our 
mannci's and habits of life we required a good deal of room, 
and that a gcncml sickness was the inevitable concomitant of 
a crowded .ship. lie said he would immediately write these 
particulars to court, and did not doubt that he should receive 
such orders thereupon, as would he perfectly agreeable to us. 
lie proposed, that if we proceeded to Canton through the in- 
land provinces, we should send away our heavy baggage by the; 
lliudi^stan. To this 1 mode no ol^cction, as I wished to tra- 
vel with as little incumbrance as possible ; but 1 rould not avoid 
reminding him of my letter to Sir Erasmus Gower, and ob- 
serving, that if it had been forwarded, as I requested; the in- 
eoiivcuicnce we now felt from his departure would have been 
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prevented. He seemed perfectly conscious f>f this, and ralhcr 
confused at my mentioning it, as he knew v('ry ^\nl tiio unfa- 
voral Ic inference that might be dra«*ii from ihe omission. 
Thus from the susjMcious character ol‘ the court, u liieh i-. dis- 
posed to imagine some deep design in almost every prot-oed- 
ing of an FiUropean, we arc now very seriously disappoint- 
ed ; Sir Emsmus Gower hearing notliing from me, and know- 
ing nothiag of the state of things In Europe, is gone to thr 
eastward, and will not return before ^fay ; our valuable China 
shi])s must therefore sail without a convoy, whieh, should we 
have a Frcneh war, would be* attended with very much 
danger. 

Sun-fa-gin sa 3 ’s, he proposes, when we come to Yang-duuu 
to stop there for (wo or three days. 

Wednesday, Oetohef 30th. The wind rose so high in the 
eourso ol’last night, and cobtiuucs so violent anti so contrary, 
that I find we are imt to' tj^nfe of lifting dur a before to- 
morrow'. \ 

Thursda 3 ', OctobeTj S'fsty made me a visit this 

morning, and reputed to mo, wba^^ roQ|||^aed. some 

days before, lluit the erapieidK, liad e^pt^sed in his 

last dispatch his issdiia^ti^ vjai:: the been 

transniitted to Mm, conversation, 
and that the, more he'Tf^ecteJdon the ciriettha&tauccs ofthe em- 
bassy, the better he was phased ;pitJut, . bteing now convinced 
that it had not, been sent frdm any view, or mis- 

chievous curiosity, but solely to do liim honor, and solicit coni- 
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merciill privileges and protection. 11(^ added, that the netr 
viceroy of Canton was fully impressed with the emperor’s senti-< 
ments, and that he was to allow our merchants to have free 
access to him in order to lay beforp him their coiiipiaiuts in 
person, instead ol' sending them to him through the channel of 
tlie I long merchants. I said I was infinitely scnsil^le of the em- 
peror’s goodness, and nothing could render it more valuable but 
sfijne pap(a’ or writing to tlie purpose of what he had said, which 
I might have to show to my sovereign, who, whatever credit he 
might be disposetl to, give to his ambassador, would paymu<;J\ 
more attention to any thing of that sort from the emperor 
himself ; but to this he answered, that the cin])cror had his own 
method of doing business, and iiolwdy pn'suuHul t(^ fjrescribe 
to him a difTcrent one ; that it was his styh^ to givt; general 
assurances, not specific promises, and tliai! it was not at all 
unlikely we might find the former turn out nu»rc to our ad- 
vantage than the latter could do. He told me that 1 h^ had 
already mentioned in one bf his dispatches my wishes to have 
•». third letter, and that lie should be glad that they were gra- 
; but he feared it was contrary to usage, a<lding, liow - 
l•r^'r, that he had as yet received no answer upon the snbj(;ct. 

I'l iday, 'November 1st. .'>ine«: passing the last slni(*o yes- 
terday, tlie canal has witlcucd very miieli, and is now as broad 
;!s the 'riiamcs at Futnev'. 

Saturday, ovember 2d, This morning early we fell down 
the eaiKil into the Tfoa»g-Jwt or Great Yellow Fiver, whicli, 
where \vc erossf'd it, was about three miles wide, and very 
muddy. AVo then Struck into another canal, and arc now 



TO THE emperor OE CHINA. 


proceeding to the sonthM'ard in our way to Yaiiv:~cJiou, wIu.tl- 
it is intended to stop for sonto days. 


Sunday, Novcinljcr 3d.» 'I'liis day, just before we came to 
dhin-chaUf we pas.sed througli tlie largest .sluice 1 ha\ c as yet 
scon in China. The fall, was between three and four feet. 
'J’hcse sluices, which in some districts occur at the dit«tanc«*- 
of a low miles from one andtber, jwopcrly form locks of that 
oxtenf. 'I’lie l)oals collect in. great imnibers at the sluices, 
the valves open, and in adew minutes the w'holc fleet passes 
through; the flood gates are then let down, and the canal 
s<joii rccovcj's its former IcV'iel. Chin-cTiau is an immense 
town ; from its extent on both sides of the Water, and th<^ 
[)rotligious mnnber of vessels and peopid, I should suppose, 
it to be nearly ecpial to Tim-sing. 

iMonday, ^Nhwember 4th. 'this day we pass by Poan^gin^ 
a large walled city on our left, and observe, on , our right, 
a large lake at about a mile’s distance. Here the surface of 
the canal was on a level with the top of the walls of the 
town. 

Tucsd.'iy, November 5th. '\Vc\rrived at Yaii-chou y/hich 
is a considerable trading town, and expected ip stop here, 
but Sun-ta-gin has altered his intentions, and means to go on 
to Ifan-chou-J'ou. . 

Wednesday, November 6tb. At jday break we fell into 
the Yung-tse river, cpipnionly called the which was' 

about a mile and a half w’ide at the place where we crossed it. 
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On tlie southern shore stands the town of Tchm-chkni which 
is large, well' situated, wpll built, and well inliabltcd, but the 
walls sccni to be much out of repair, and going fast to decay. 
A garrison of at least two thousahd men all turned out to 
show themselves, with colors and music, and appointed as if 
going to be rcvicwetl. They consisted of diftcrent corps, dif- 
ferently dresscti, and armed according to theij' respective ser- 
vices, some with matchlocks, some with bows and arrows, 
and 4 some with halberts, lances, swOrds and targets. Many 
of them wore steel Helpiets, as they are supposed td be^ 
though 1 suspect they are only of burnished leather, or glitter- 
ing pasteboard. The uniforms, winch are very showy and of 
diflerent colors, red, white, blue, buff, and yellow, must be 
very expensive ; but, after; all, ' these troops have a slovenly, 
unrailitary airj aiid . their quilted - boots and long petticoats 
make them loohdleavy j, Inactive, and edeminate. 

Van-fa^gin iplls me that all . these dne regimentals and steel 
caps belong to the emperor, are carefully kept in a public 
wardrobe, and never worn but upon ^at holidays and occa- 
sions like this. As to the, steel helmets^ he says they are merely 
for 8how, : ^d arc too.hfcayy .to be naed on active service. 1 
wished to one, WtVas disappointed. About half a 

mile from tba; |0^ middle of the river, 

is an insulated ; usually c^led by the people, 

the Ooideh,:Mouhta»8|’:pf cOn^deiUble extent, built 

from the watei'^s top with tediples, turrets, and 

belvederes on regular storied one above the other, 

, . ‘intermixed with cver^eeh trees Of vai^iis volumes and shades 
of verdure; contrasted in so happy a tastCj and distributed 
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nt such a manner as to give to the whole the air of a fairy 
etiiliee suddenly raised upon the river l>y tlie magic of an en- 
<*hanter. It lias a very striking effect, and almost lealizcs 
the extravagant iniiiitings of China fans and screens, nliieli, 
1 am now inclined to think, have been drawn from actual 
Aiews, and not from the Ihncy of the ai'tist. 

'Hie people’s complexions here ate the fairest we have ob- 
served since w'e lelTt Peki||;, Vossibly they may be of a 
l»‘ss mixed race than the othcra. Several men of w'ur junk* 
nere lying before the tow'n, manned with soldiers in unitbrms, 
lik<; the troops, svho showed themselves on the decks, and 
affected a warlike appearance ; but though there were a 
few p<)it-hol<'s cut in the sides of the vessels, I did not see 
a single cannon peeping through any of tlieni. 

'rimrsday, November 7tli. Proceed this morning to Tc/mw- 
t'lioii-foti, and pass under a very noble bridge of three arches, 
the centre one so high, that my yacht hnd no occasion to 
tower her masts in going under it. 

« 

Tc/ian-vfiou~Jbit is 'a city of the firej; order, and >vas for- 
merly very considerable, but is much tlcclincd. Most of 
the houses next the water arc of wood ; the walls arc fulling 
down in many places, and the people, I thought, looked 
dispirited. 'I’lic removal of the court to Pekin from Nankin, 
whidh is, the capital of this province of Khn-tum, is still felt 
and regi’cttcd by the inhabitants. Nothing iinlced but ver^ 
strong political considerations could ha\e induced the .so\e- 
reign to prefer the norllu'rn regions of tin* con- 

\ \ 2 
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fin<» of Tartary, to Ihib part of bis eiupirc, which is the 
most beautiful that can be iinugiucd, and abounds wdth every 
thing to render lift* couvenient and delicious. All the advan- 
tages of climate, soil, and production have l^eeu lavislied 
here by nature with an unsparing hand. This evening ue 
])assed through the fine city of Sou-chou-fout which is called 
by travellers the paradise of China. 

1‘Yulay, November 8th. The country seems to be one 
continued village on botli sides, as far as wc can see, m'ou- 
derfully beautiful and rich. Many mulberry trees are 
planted round the houses, but most of them have been 
stripped of their leaves. "VVe arc now in the silk country ; 
but we have as yet had no oppoitunitics of making the 
observations and inquiries we w’ished to do. From Tantoo 
to Tan-^an-chicn the depth of the canal is above one limi- 
rlrcd feet. 

We passed through three small lakes, and at onq^'placc 
by the side of a v^y long bridge of one hundred arclfcs. 

V 

has shown me letter just rcceivedfFrom court, 
by which he^is dirocted to put the embassy, as soon as wc 
arrivt; at Han^ckcv-'f'Ou, under the caro'of the new viceroy of 
Cuntpn, who is soc^^^to set out ibr that place, and to conduct 
us thither. Captain Mackintosh is to join his ship at Cheu- 
gaut and I told Saftf-ta-gin timt I should send on board him 
the presents and all the baggage which wc should not have 
4)<‘casion for in the remainder of our journey j also a part of 
mv guanl and of niv other attendants, lie seemed to re-' 
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. ceivc Ulis infoniiatioii with pleasure, and said, that he should 
himself go as far as Limpo, on the way lo C/ieii-Mn Iroin 
llnn-chou-foUf to give ordci's that the Hindustan might 
havcj every iiululgcnec and assistance necessary for her dis- 
patch, and that he should then teturn to Pekin to icndm 
an account of his eomniission to the emperor, and he was 
happy to say, that we had enabled him to give a very agree- 
able and satisfactory one. He desired me to tell Captain 
.Mackintosh, that if from the shortness of the lime, or Iroin 
any other difficulties, he was disappointed of a cargo at 
he shouhl nevertheless have the same privih'ges, 
vv hen he came to Canton, that were promised for C7 <cm- 4«/» ; 
and that as a particular compliment to the embassy, and 
on account of the ship’s connection with it, she shouhl be 
exempted from the payment of any mcasurage or other 
duties. 

Saturday, November f)tl>. We stopi)ed this morning at a 
village without the walls of Ilan-chott-fou^ and found that 
the new V iccroy of Canton had come up in his yacht to con- 
fer with and that he would soon be along side 

of »ihie to wt'leoine us on our arrival here. M’hrther I was 
prejudiced in his favor, or not, bjf’tbe accounts I had heard 
of him, I thought his appeanuice much to Ids advantage. 
He is perfectly vVcll bred,, and the whole of his manner 
candid and gentlcman-likv. He confirmed to me every thing 
Sun-ta-gin had said upon business, And particularly men- 
tioned tluf emperor's l^vst ructions to hirii to pay the greatest 
regard to the KnglisU at Canton, who, on every occasion, ho 
said, should have free access lo him in person, or by letter. 
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Ifc then asked me sonic cjurstioos ahont my passage from 
Finglaiid, and the length t»l* tin* voyage buck, and said llml 
it was very flattering to the cinpen-r to have an embassy 
sent to him from so great a distance. That the emperor had 
charged him to repeat his Satisfaction from it, and to deliver 
to me an atldilional present for the king, consisting of some. 
pic<*es of gold silk, some purses taken trom his own person, 
and what was of very high value, the paper of happiness^ 
inscribed by the emperors own hand, which is known to lie 
the strongest mark a sovereign of China can give to another 
prince of his friendship and aflection. A paper was also 
sent to me of a similar, iiupoil, as a testimony of his appro- 
bation of the embassy, and an earnest of his pnrjiosed at- 
tention to its objects. The viceroy then said that he hoped, 
in four or live days every thing tvuuld be ready f<)r us to 
proceed, and that he expected much pleasure from seeing us 
and conversing with us frequently in the course of the voyage. 
As fiir Captain Mackintosh, &c. Sun~ta-ghi would take care, 
ol them ; but he was afraid the Captain would not find it 
easy to get a loading cither at iampo or Chai-sau. Upm 
this I h<?gged leave to send for Captain Mackintosh, to whom 
he then explained the dUHettltics lie was likely to meet with. 
'I’lit^ viceroy fold him, tt;at the incrchanits tliere were not 
accustomed, like those of Canton, to trade with Europeans, 
and to purchase English goods ; that they were pnibahly not 
at present provided with such articles as Captain Mackinto.sh 
might want, and that whatever tliey sold to him they would 
expect to be paid for in rcjuly moncy,^ lie mentfoned some 
ritlicr objections, which I endeavored , to obviate, but ob- 
serving so many impediments, and thinking it better not to 
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urge further .a business we plain!}' saw they wished us to de- 
cline, and wliieh it was in their power to defeat, we gave it 
up w’ith a good grace, upon the \iccroy’s repeating the 
assurances given before of the Ilindostan’s being cxciuj)tcd 
from the payment of measurage and duties at Canton. 

'J'iiis night iiuished my dispatch to Mr. Dundas. 

Sunday, November ,lQth. T.l^ Tson-tqu, or viceroy, paid 
me a visit, and repeated, in still stronger terms than yester- 
day, the assurances arid declamtions of, the emperor’s favor, 
and of his ow;n particular, good wishes and disposition to- 
wards us. 

Hun-chou-fou is a very populous, extensive, and flourishing 
city. A vast quantity of silk is produced in its nciglibour- 
hood. Having asked the people qf^ my yacht, what kind of 
mulberries chiefly grew here, I. was informed by some, that 
it Avas the red, and by others, the white, from whence I con- 
clude they are both equally eoinmoq. I hope, from the 
measures 1 have taken, to be, able to learn something rela- 
tive to the culture of silk here ; but. the shyness and jealousy 
of the Chinese in all matters,- where they obseiwe us to' be 
curious and inquisitive^ are inconceivably great. 

Monday, Npvcraibier lldi.? This afternoon I received a 
letter from Sir Erasmqs.rGQWcK\dat^.d^ the 15th 

October, which, through the sirigqiat jealousy and suspicion 
of the Chinese government, had been kept from me till now. 
From this letter I have received news of the Lion’s people 
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lK.*ing very and of the surgeon and his first mate not 

iH'ing likely to recover ; that the ship was in such want of 
medicines, particularly of hark and opium, that it became 
necessary to have a spcctly sujjply of both; uud therefore he 
(Sir Erastpus (lower) tvas returning for tliat purpose to the 
mouth of the river of Canton ; bift .should proceed again 
fi-om thence to the northward without delay. Having men- 
tioned to the viceroy, that Sir Erasmus Gowc,^ was probably 
now in ]\Tacao roads, aud that it was possible a letter from 
me ini^rt n*ach bim, if dispatched immediately, he has 
])roniised to send it this night, by a special messenger, to 
JMr. IJrown at Canton who'Avill knpw how to forward it. 

my letter to Sir Erasmus, Idling him that I was on 
my road to Canton, and reqaestiug him to nmiain off Macao 
till he citlier saw me, or heard from me again. 

'I’uesday, November I2th. Tlie viceroy made us anotlftr 
. visit, and improves upon us every time we see him. 

"Wednesdaj', November 13th. 1 received a farcwcl visit 
from Sun-ia-^in, who seemed to be quite melted at parting 
from us. Among other tilings he said to me, in a strain of 
liberality scarcely to] be expected in a Tartar or Chinese, 
that as all distant ' roiantrips must' ncccssdrily have different 
laws and customs, we fhonld not be surpnee4 that their's 
varied from ours; that We owed each other mutual indul- 
gcnces, and he therefore hoj>ed I should not cairy with me 
to Europe any impression to the disadvantage or disparage- 
ment of China. 
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He possesses an elevated niinil. and, during the whole time 
of our connection %vith him, has on all occasions conducted 
himself towards us in the most fricndljr and gcnticiuunlikc 
manner. 'Hiis kind of behavior is not only agreeable to his 
natural character but, I believe, he thinks it will be agree- 
able to hi^ coui*t, as no part of it can be concealed t)r jni<»r('- 
presonted ; for nuiwithsianding his high rai^k and situation, 
such are the caution and circumspection of this government, 
that two considerable IVlantlariues (one of wlmin was the sc- 
cretury who penned the emperor’s letters to the king) were 
always jnesent at our conferences. Sun^ta-gin declineil ac- 
ce]»ting the presents I offered him, but excused himself in a 
very becoming and unaffected manner. 

J’efure T quit this subject, I must not omit that oar dis- 
course togcUn'r sometimes turned ui)oii Russia, of which he 
endeavored to speak, as of a country they had no aj)prchcn- 
sions from. JIc said that when disturbances happened on 
the frontiers, they were usually occasioned by disorderly j)co* 
pic whom, when complained of, the couil of Russia always 
disavowed, and delivered to be punished as soon as they 
could be taken hold of? and that at bottom the Russians were 
not a bad sort of people, though vjjjry ignorant and unpolisltetl. 
It appears not only from Sun-ta-ghiy but from Several ollicis 
whom I have conversed with, that the Chinese aro no strangeiv 
to the Czarina's ckaiacter^ nor to the manner of her mount- 
ing the throne. 

Thursday, November 34tli. 'Ibis morning we proeeetled 
from Ilan-cJiOu-fon on our journey to the southward. 1 ti-a- 

voc. II. Y V 
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veiled in a palai^keen, and «ras upi^ards of two hours in pasii«^ 
ing through the dty, which 1 found still larger and more 
populous than 1 at first imagioed ; It is very closely built, 
and the streets very narrow; they are pavhd with broad fiat 
stones, and put one ifiuch in mind of the courts in London, 
that run parallel with the Strand. Alipost every house is a 
shc^. I observed, in some of 'them, aslwent^ong, great 
quantities of furs, broi^ cloth, afid long ells, mostly imported, 

I believe, in Engti^ faotfomi to Canton. The environs of the 
town are very beautifol^ embelltsl^^ by an extensive lake, 
a noble canal With’ ^vetal inferior ones, arid gentle hills cuU 
tivated to the' summit interspeised with plantations of mul> 
berries, and dwarf fruit tfoes, shdtered by oaks, planes 
sycamores and <»ihphj^.'’ one i^e of the lake is a pa< 
goda in ruins, Wl^h foims'' a remaikahly fine object. It is 
octagonal, built of fine hewnf stone, red and yellow, of four 
entire stories, bwides the top* Which was mouldering away 
from agp : v^iy' large trees were ^pforiing out of the cornices ; 
it was about two hundred feet h'^V It is* called the Tower 
of the 'riiundering Winds, to whoth it wcmld seem to have been 
dedicated, and is supposed tq be two thousand five hundred 
years old* 

After travfifihjiljjlboqt si]( mU^ from the east^ gate through 
this charming acui«(i wn. ewn© to a,br^ tide-river, where 
we found ihe,yacte’|i?ejly for.' our. i^bailq^tion. 'Ihese 
vessels have coltoq or\']f^vam. ^f^amiv«umething of an 
EuropcaJ?i||ir, 'bdhg shatpibotb^iw'an^ pit:' .although theic 
-botUnns arc quite flat they sail w# and' draiv very little 
water, not more tlian ten inches, even when laden with two. 
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tout flud ft liftl|l( weight. Xa this short stage we passed three 
mUitftty pQSts» at which we saw a few guns that seemed to 
i^D brought fonrard 00 purpwe A>r us to take notice 
otx are from, two to four pounders^ very heavy and 
very . clumsy, the tjsicku^ of the metal at the mouth 
•being equal to the bore of the gum,' Though scarcely fit for 
service, they are preserved lirtth great care, each of them hav* 
ing a wooden roof over ^Sqpe are not above a doaea of 
them in the whole. 4$. thq diffeteut stations oq the road, 
the troops aiwaj^ out to salute, us, whiph they fre- 
quently did by tailing dew'll^ upon ^ir knees; but there was 
a large body of five hundi^ ^ ^ thousand drawn up to re- 
ceive us at the water sidr^ dressed and armed in their best 
manner, who made a very handsome' appearance. They 
seemed indeed to look more tike sql^ieafs thqq any, I had seen 
in China before, and to show n marked admiration of my 
guards as tliey marched along. to, eml^rk, nodcing" every 
particular, their dress, t)|eiranlis, the,cadenceoj^ their move- 
ments, their quick an4 .tdnps, their erect figures, their 
manly air and military mechanism. 

* 

Friday, November This morning, at day-light, I 

found we had advanc^ up the river above tiie reach of the 
tide ; it is still veiy broadj^not less than half A mile across. 
Yesterday we sailed, but now we are towed, '^e country on 
each side is full of moimtoios with fertile vatii^' between them. 
Near the banks grows a grc»st variety of tr<^, among which 
were particularly pointed out to mo the tallow tree, and the 
eamphor tree, whidi 1 had not remarked before. , 

Y Y 2 * ’ 
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Saturday, Novmber 36th. 1’he country i«h beautiful and 
romantic, somewhat resembling the scenes on the river Con- 
way between Llanroo&t and the sea. 

I made a visit to the viceroy, at which Van^fO’-gin and 
Chm-ta-uin were present. It was intended these two latter* 
gentlemen should leave ns at IlannihOH^fou,; but as they were 
well known to the viceroy, and as he observed they were 
ngiccablc and accustomed to us, he desired ^em to come on 
and aceornmny the embassy to Canton. Very little was said 
in this Con^rsation relative to our atBsirs ; 1 thought it belter 
to avoid entering upon that subject abruptly, and to wait for 
more favorable opportunities of introducing it, many of wliieh 
must occur in the- long journey now before us. I left it to him 
to load the discourse as he liked, tvhich, though cliicdy upon 
goncml topics, he artfully contrived to intermingle with many 
ovpressions of compliment to me, and professions fiom him- 
self. 

Sunday, No^‘ember^i7th. llic viceroy iTlurncd my visit, 
and began of his own accord to tal^to me of the trade carried 
on betxvccn Great Britain and ChHia, of uhich he owned he 
was but imperfbdiy Informed. He therefore desired me to 
evplam to him t|je,|»rindpRl points in which I wished for his 
ussistauee when wc came to Canton. 'When I had done this, 
ho tequc*stcd me to give it t^ him In writing, which 1 told 
him should be done as soon as possible. |le said his reason 
for asking it was that he might read it at bis leisure, in 
order to be master of the subject ; for be was determined to 
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do what was equitable and proper ; to grant what wds reil- 
sonable, and deny wlmt was not so. He was sensible 
that some change of conduct towards us would bo right, 
both for the sake of justice, and the reputation of Ins coun- 
try ; but he confessed that tHoUgh his acuity to the emperor 
and his mnk in the state aifOrded him strong ground to stand 
on, yet he had measures to keep and delicacies to observe ; 
for he was well aware of tlie counteraction he nius^ expect at 
Canton from those who may' perhaps be intcicstcd in tlie 
continuance of those very grie\*ances we suffered; and that 
he had heard of the prejudices entertained against us by 
some of the great people at court, particularly Foo-chan- 
tongy his predecessor, who would not be much pleased to 
sec him adopt a new system, the reverse of his own : but 
there uas another thing whidi he would candidly mention ; 
he said, he kncA\ the refusal t^at had been given by Cho- 
ihaii’tonq to the requests of the mnbassy, and the disu[)- 
poiutment resulting from it ; it W'as therefore" to lx* appre- 
hended that the English might be led from thence to infer 
an unfavorable disposition in the court towards them, which 
it really had not. and to conduct tlicmsclvcs in such a 
manner, as to defeat any iudnlj^nccs meant to be granted 
to them, and consequently render him culpable for any re- 
])rcscntations be might make in our favor. For tins reason 
he rc(|uestcd me to satisfy him fairly, how considered 
matters to stand relative, to this point. 1 'told him 1 should 
answer him with the utmost frankness,. imd own that from 
the reception my lequOsts had mot with, T natui-ally con- 
cluded the court- of I'ckin to be indificrent, if not unfricntlly, 
to Great Britain ; and that I should have represented it so 
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in my dispatches home, if SttH-4a-gin had not taken aodi 
pains to impress me, as he declared he had the highest 
authority to do, with the empeipris favorable sentiments to- 
wards tis and our concerns, and if he, the viceroy himself, 
liad not confirmed them at the first conference 1 had with 
him in the presence of Sm-ta-gin, That the solemn assur- 
ances then given to me, by bhn and Sa/r-ta-gin, had not only 
prevented/me from writing in the manner rimt I bad in*- 
tended, but induced me to inform my court that, notwitli- 
standing what had passed at Fdkin, I had since that time 
received so many kind ^messages and promises from thepcc, 
that I could not doubt of a rery serious attention being paid 
to niy representations. Hiat thus the matter now stood, 
and that it rested with him'* to determine whether I had de- 
ceived my own court or not. It Was from what he should 
do, not from what I should , write* that they would form a 
judgment. Socm after the viceroy left me, he sent prcsciitb 
of tea, frms, and perftna^ to me* and to all the gentlemen 
of the embassy. 

AVe ham: now quitted the mountains, and arc got into a 
channing fruitiPut country. Here the tea-tree grows in great 
abundance on ‘■the diy rising grounds, llic mulberry 
ftourisbes most the loamy fiats. I have given directions 
to have some young plants of these taken up, if possible, 
as also of the varaish-trec and tallow^-tree, with an intention 
of sending them to BcttJ;al, in.liopes of Cokmel Kyd*8 being 
able 'to nurse them and bring them to maturity, so that one 
day or other they may be ttekoned* among the commercial 
resources of our own territories. I shall add the eggs of the 
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fiilk-wonns, which 1 at last» and with great ditHculty, ha\c 
beeOvSO fortunate as to procure; the Chinese, whether from 
jealousy, or superstition, or both, could scarcely be per- 
suaded to part with them. 

IVIonday, November ISth. The river spreads here a good 
deal and is very shallow. 'Bm banks rich, pleasant, and 
generally level; but we see* tito mountains at a distance 
before us, and approach them 'very frist; 1 suppose we shall 
be amongst them tOHtnorrow. ‘ Kero we observe many groves 
of oranges. 

This evening Van-ta-gim brought two genteel young men 
with him on bo^ my yacht, and presented them to me, 
as the ambassad^ frnm the king of the tteu-ldcu islands^ 
now on their way to 1’ekin ; regularly once in two years this 
* prince sends such ambassadors to £moi in the province of 
Fo-kien (no other port being dpen to tli^ strangers) from 
whence they proceed by this route to carry their master's 
homage and tribute to the emperor. 'I'bcy speak Chinese 
well, but have a proper language of their own, whether ap- 
proaching to the Japanese or Corean, 1 could not well 
comprehend. They told me that no European vessels had 
ever touched at their islands ; but that if they should come, 
they would be wdl received. # There is no prohibition against 
foreign intercourse; they have a 6ne harbor capable of ad- 
mitting Utc largest vessel^ not far from their capital, which 
considerable in extent and population* ' 'They raise a coarse 
kind of tea, but far interior to the Chinese, and have many 

mines of copper and iron. No gdld or rilver nuncs have as< 

3 
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yet been discovered among them, which may, in some mea> 
sure^ account for these islands being so little known. The 
dress which these ambassadors wore 1 particularly remarked: ’ 
it is a very fine sort of shawl made in their own country, 
dyed of a iMjautiful brown color, and lined with a squirrdl- 
skin, or petit-gris. 'fhey wore turbans very neatly folded 
round their heads ; one was of yellow silk, and the other 
of purple, 'riiey had neither linen nor cotton in any part 
of their dress that I could perceive. The fashion of their 
liabit was nearly Chinese. They were well-looking, tolerably 
fair complexioned. Veil bred, conversible, and communica- 
tive. From the geographical position of these islands they 
should naturally belong either to tlie Cltinese, or the Japanese : 
tliey have ‘chosen the protection of thc^j^*incr, and wlicn 
their ho\ creign dies, his successor receives a sort of investi- 
ture or confirmation from Pekin. It -would seem that the 
Japanese give themselves no sort of c(»uccm about their 
neighbors ; coiiccntrato<l aud ’contented in their own cm])irr, 
tlM!y seldom make excursions beyond their own roasts, and 
arc equally avei-sc that their coasts should be visited by otIu*rs. 
ff circumstances permit, 1 think it* may be worth w'hile tt) 
explore thc.se; Lieu^kieu islands. Ihe climate is temperate, 
mtlxer cold in ivintor, but not very hot in the summer. 

s 

'I’uosday, ' No\ e))|xb^ I9th. 'Hie river is nearly of the same 
hreadih to-day os yet^ferdny, but very unequal in its depth ; 
m some places not less than ten or tw'clvc feet, and in others 
>*0 shallow tluit wc were olflen snddt^bly stopped in our pix)- 
gioss. It is quite wonderful to see the strength and expCrt- 
ncss of the Chinese boatmen, who, by main bodily might, 

7 
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oflcn dragged or lifted o\cr sands and gra\i‘) almost drv, 
the yachts we travelled in, some of which Mere hc:n y ladcu 
and seventy feet in length by twelve feel in the beam, 'I'lic 
banks of the river and the views arc wild, but not unpleas.ml . 
the grounds 'Varied by cnltiMvtiou in the rallies, atnl In plan 
tutions on the hills, M-hicb are neither high nor stec]). 'I'he 
pcoidc have a Iworish, nistic aspect, and an; less |>olishc<{ 
than any Me have yet metM'iih. Hiis is a cuns passage, the 
ureat route from Pekin to Canton being by, May of N'ankin, 
and tlirongb tbe, Poyang lake ; but as M'e loft Kaukin on oin 
light haiui, in order to come to //an-c/iou-foM, m«* dcMated 
from tlie coniinon track, by which means mc have lau! an 
opportunity of seeing a part pf China, M'hich probably no 
I'liropean ever visited lieforc. ( am Just inforined 1)3’ (Innt- 
in-iiin, that the viceroy has I’ceeived a dispatcli from eoiirl 
Mith an aci'ount of Sir fhiismiis Gowers arrival in Maeuo 
loads on (he .5lst of last month, so that a letter from (\inton 
to Pekin, and from thence to this place, including eveiy 
ih'lav, has been Ir.insinitted in loss than twenty dsivs — so 
go«)<l a look out do the Ghineso keep on their <*oasts, uiul so 
vv.Hehfu! have they been of the motions of onr ship of Mar. 

I 

\\ednesda3', November 20lh. This evening mo arriv»^cd a« 
I he v’ud of our lirst navigation from /fan-e/toti-fouy and to« 
morrow m'c arc to cross over Hand to y oH-san-filiou vvheie we 
are to embark again. 

Soon after we came to an anchor, the viceroy visited me and 
made me an apology for our accommodation, saying, that it 
was nyt so good as he wished it to lx;, on account of the ro<i<l 
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Jjcing very little frequented. Our accommodation ha', neverthe- 
Irss Ix'cn very good, and 1 told him f thought so, and that had 
it lieeu less good, jet, a', it was exactly the sauie he had him- 
self, I could iifit be discontented. 

lie M'eincd still somewhat apprehensive, whether fromlhis 
tnv u rctlections, or from tho^ of his sm>criols, that 1 'inVst 
feel iiuich dissatisihetiou at bottom, as J ccrtamly do, in K>t 
having succeeded in the points I had solicited, and that coki- 
swiuently my representations at home might be the occasion 
of future trouble or mischief. lie was however much pleased 
when, on his renewing the subject of ortr former convei’s^- 
tiou, I repeated to him exactly what 1 had said upon it i 
few days before j but stUl doubtful of my slnrerity, I founc 
he was desirous of putting it 'to a test, by his asking me 
'whether 1 would authorize him to tell the’emperor, that the 
King, my master^ would always continue in friendship with 
him, and in testimony of it would write to him, and send an 
ambassador again, if the cAipdror w^ willing to receive him' 
I said, that though what I had solicited svas ivfused, yet, 
in evi*ry other respect I hud no reason to complain, a** the 
emliassy bad been very honoiAlily received and entertaini'd : 
and that the, tmijperpr had scut presents to the king, as imnlvs 
of his friimdship, iq i^eturu for those sent by the king to the 
eiiqwror : that Uicmibra I bad no doubt, that the king might 
go so far as to wrl^c to the umpetor to *ackno\)^icdgc the 
receipt of the presents, ' and* the marks .of distinhliou con- 
ferred on the embassy. As to matters oCjbusiness they stootl 
upon a diii’crcnt ground :* that the king’s oi iginul idea w as to 
have an ambassador usually rcsklrnt in China ; and\ if 1 hud 
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found my staying at Vekiu had been agrecahlo, I should 
have remainetl theic a eonsidciablc lime ; but that frequent 
and tempomry embassies from so gi'cat n distance wen* 
attended uith much trouble and expense to both courts 
Nc\ crthelcss, I thought that possibly another minister miglU 
be sent to China, if there good giound to expect tluu 
sueh a mcasuic would be requited by adequate advantages . 
but that niy state of healtb and many other circumstance > 
tendered it impossible for mo to think of undoi taking a second 
embassy. lie then asked me, if tlte king were to send here 
another mimster, how soon, it coujd be; but that he did 
not mean to projiOse to me a repetition of so great and 
splendid an embassy as mine, which he was sensible could 
nut l)«k equipped without great chaige and inconvenience. 
T feahl him it was not in my power to say how spon, or to 
calculate any time, die space Wtween England and China 
being so vast, and sea voyages so precarious, lleforc he 
u ent away he assured me he had received tlie greatest satis- 
faction from the difietent conversations he had had with us, 
and should immediately write to^thc emperor, who ivould be 
luglily pleased, in every respect, with his accounts of us. 
I gas c him the paper which i(ie had desired a few days ago, 
eontauiiug a short sketch of the points I wished to obtain at 
f'ciuton ; also a letter to Ixi for^warded to Sir Erasmus (rower, 
and lie then returned to bia yacht ; but m n ftw minutes 
arLerwards he cUfac baCh, add ‘laid that aphe was going to 
st'iid a chspatch to court, ‘he thought it would lie more agree- 
able to the emperor, 11'accompftfUed‘wtth a few word^ troui 
me to him (the i iccroy) in the Chinese style, of general com- 
plmicnt and ueKnowledgmcnt of the emperor's uttentiou to 
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uit, and Ins anxiety for our welfare. I thanked turn ibr4]f|» 
suggcsUon« and told liim I should not fail to follow it. Every 
time tite see this gcntlemaja'^hc gains upon ot(r good opini<m, 
and 1 40 not despair of the- Company's receiving many 
advantages by his means. It is Jtruc, that he has art and 
address, and an air of candor to disguise them with ; hut 
he. has prudence, sagacity, and a sense of character. • 

'i'hursday, November’ 31st. At tCn o'clock A. M. set out 
on our journey bytaSA. and dined at the half-way house, 
which marks the boundari^' of the provinces of Che-kiang 
and Kiang-^i, We then came on to this place Vit-san-^chieUt 
having peiformed whole journey of twent^’-four English 
miles in less than nine hours. Theiimde of trarciling is either 
on hoi*scbat*k, in a covei’Ctl palann^, or an open chair. 
Our gentlemen had the choice of their conveyance ; but as 
the weather was uncommonly pleasant most of them pn'- 
ferred riding. 

¥ 

Wo found this short transition from the water to the land 
very agreeable, and were highly delighted with the face of 
the country we {MsS^ through. It is much diversified bj' hills 
of a modciatc si;^ wllirh, like all I ha>e seen iu China, 
either rise singly tlie plain, or in small groups of three 
or four, and ncyer rmtinto a chain, asjs geoeratly the case 
in other mountaiuons regions. 1 did not sec a spot, in the 
whole way that was not c^liratcd with infinite industry, and 
compelled to produce every grain and vegi^able of whicli it 
was capable. Tlie soil is naturally ii\difirercnt, which rendci's 
tlic farmer wonderfully active in his cndcat'ors to fertilize it ; 
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the ^ith' wliicfi eveiy thing' convertible into manure is 
preadfvnUy would appear ridiculous elsewhere, hut ' is here 
fuliyju(!)kilic<l*by the effect. Wherever Uic sides of the hills 
admit of it, they are wrought into tcrrtices, graduated with 
difterent crops, and watered by the chain pubip,' ^Yl^^cU is 
carried by tlie hushandman fVom place to place. The pond-, 
and rchcivoirs arc a public Concern, and great justice is ob- 
.served in the dislribution of their contents, llie plow is the 
simplest in the world, has but, one handle, is drawn by a 
single bulTalo, and managed a ^iflgte |icrsuu, witlioul an\ 
assistance. The husbandry is sidmilarly neat, not a weed 
to bo scon ; c\ cry thing is sowi]^ in avills, and there arc nevtu* 
loss than two crops in the y^ar, and often three. 1’be moun- 
tains arc all newly plintcd with trees, chiefly firs, a gieat 
many thousands of acres. This is the egSo almost the whole 
\\ ay from honce to Canton.. For horse and foot the road is 
oxoelh’iit, but admits of no wheel carriages, and at every 
nnlo there is a village, which is generally extensive' aiuf 
populous. 

1 must not omit tliat the viceroy, observing our curioMty 
about every thing relative to natural hisloiy, allowed us, to 
collt'ol seeds aiid fossils as wc came along, and to take u]) 
several tea plants in a growing state with largt; balls of earth 
adhering to them, which tea plants f flatter myself I shall 
lx; able to transmit to l^engal, where 1 hav6 no d(»ubt that, 
by the spirit and patriotism of its govemmeut, an oflooiive cul- 
vation of this valuable shrub will be undertaken anti pursued 
with success. Tlie place where procured our tea plant.* 
is nearly in 28* north latitiulc. 'flic summers here arc said te. 
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be very hot> aod the winters eJttremely cold, but not attended 
with frost or snow. The viceroy has alSo, with great liberaJity 
of mind, sent a Mandarine to the distanpe of forty miles, 
with orders to get for us some pieces of and Cao- 

/hi, ‘and otiuT mateiials used by the Chinese in the manufac- 
ture of their porcelain.^ fu talkiuig with a Chinese one day 
who cuinc on' board taf ya6ht with some plates and dishes, 
J thought, if t "uT}dersttkXl rigidly i tliat he said the 
asbestos or incbitnbt»rilde fossil stone eutefed into the com- 
position of China wareV 
< 

Friday, November $bJd. ‘ We have been detained all day 
at this place by "the violent rain which ha? 
now fallen for four and tirettty hours withont intermission. 

Saturday, Kovemb^ Lepve Yu^san-chkn and pro- 

ceed down the ri^r, which is aboht eighpr yards wide, shal- 
low, and. rapid, vnrii eteep and well wooded banks on eirlici*^ 
side. 

J delivered to Uic vkteroy the* note of compli^P||^'hicIi 
he had aiigge^ied to me the idea of, to be traii!ffimcd witli 
his letter id * Observing the chameter of the writing 

to be Teniarkal^4!l^, he iuquhnpd w!iO{.i(ad transcribed it ? 
and when 1 info^^^^m that it ^as,1!(it]te Opoige Staunton, 
he would scarcely that a boy o^welvij years old could 

have already made such' progress, nof was ho perfectly satis- 
hed till he liad actually seen hnn add at tlie fiottom of 
the paper in Chinese (^att^cters that it had been Written 
hv him. 
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.Sunday, November 24tU. Last night we continued our 
voyage, but so dense a vapor had risen in consequence of the 
late rains and overspread the atmpsplierc, that though the 
nver widened and deepened considerably, our navigation 
seemed often attended with danger. Our vessels frequently 
struck upon the •shelves and soincthnes ran foul of each other 
with a sudden crash; thus coQifibutihg not a little to,,thc 
dismal eiuiractcr of the night, wbic|i still, moist, cold 
uiul comtbrtless. I'hS mist grow every.iiiomenl darker and 
lu'.u’icr, and so magnified the objects around’ us, that no 
wonder our senses and imaginations were equally deceived 
and <ii<)tur1)cd,' and that the temples, turiots and pagodas ap> 
pcatx'd to us through the fog, as we sailed along, like so many 
phantoms of giants and monsters Hitting away Horn us, and 
vanishing in the gloom. At noon wc stopped at Ho-cou^ a 
large handsome village, built close upon the water’s edge, 
opposite to a singular range of hills, shaped like reversed 
ininrhbowls, and cbniposed cliicdy.of black rock, in the rifts 
of which several very large trees ' were growing. AVe have 
now changed our yachts for %'cssfcls of a large size, and are 
jwoceoding in them. Tlie small ones were very pleasant and 
convenient, but had not sufficient room for the proper stow- 
age of our baggage, 

Monday, November 2ulli. Came this morning to Qui-h- 
c/tou, a large village, and stopped some hours. 

Tuesday, November SlHth. The river expands to the 
breadth of half a mile ; a fine level country, 'not naturally 
very fertile, but wonderfully well cttlti\atcd. Tlic Chinese 
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ftrc rcUuinly the best husbandmen in Uie world. The grcatfljjl^ 
])ait of tllQ province of Kian^sit that X have yet seen, has 
it poor soil. 

Wc arrited this o.vcninglat Poyang-hou near the great Poy- 
ung lake. 1 c^n hear nothing about the fish here tliat Mr. 
Pennant desired me to ioqujirc for. 

W’c'diiesday, Kovctnlior S7th. Proctfeded, at a little afitcr 
niidnight) as soon 'as tlie mboii was up. The famous Iowa of 
Kin^chin-fout (the capital of the porcelain manufactory of 
the empire) lies at no great distance from our route, and it 
tvouUl have lK*en very desirable to see it : but t\e nei*e so cir- 
sUincod that it was not to lie done without many difHculUes, 
uhich 1 thought it better to avoid. 

Thumlay, November lliSth. The weather this morning 
ims very sharp ; • Fai*euhcit*8 thermometer .at .56'*’ at noon. 
Passed by ’San-chan-fou, a very large city on a low sandy 
point, where the river divides into two broad branches. M’lie 
Nliores flat and barren ; high mountains to the X.W. at fifteen 
or tw’enty miles distimcc. 

Prklay, November Spth. We stopped all last night at a 
Milage,' about four miles from Nan-chan-J’ottf where the 
loo-'i/en or governor of the province paid us a visit, and brought 
ns presents of tea and tda-cups, some beads, pieces of silk, 
.*ind red Nankin. 1 returned his compliment with a pair of 
pearl wntches, an assortment of hardware, knives, seissars, 
wine, and brandy. 
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■ Saturday, November 30tli. The river still conlimic'* 
wide but, in gcfleral, very shallow. 'Phe shores are flat 
and sandy and, in the wet season, the whole country must 
be under water to a vast extent. No trees or houses to be 
seen, but on a few elevated spots. "Jlic weather cold : 
no sun. 

Sunday, December 1 st. This morning we approached 
the mountains, and our course now lies among theniy and 
generally close to the foot of them, although there is some- 
times on the other side of us a plain of two or three miles 
across. We observe several buildings on the toj>s of them, 
which have the appearance of watch-towers, somewhat re- 
sembling those I have, seen on the coast of Spain, between 
Carthagena and Malaga. There are also some very pretty 
white pagodas of nine stories high,^newly built on lesser 
eminences near the banks. Stopped for a few horn's at the 
town of Ki-gun-fou. The weather cold ; no sun. 

Monday, December 2 d. Our voyage to-day was through 
a country that aftbrded very beautiful scenery. The river is 
still shallow Init very broad, spreading over a vast bed of 
small round pebbles. A foi-est of many miles in extent 
covci-cd all the eastern bank. I obscn'cd several large firs, 
of different kipds, and among them the Pinaster; but tlu^ 
predominant trees were of broad leaf, though I ('ould not 
w'ell distinguish their species. The ’tops of hills, and every - 
other space where nothing but timber will grow, arc planted 
with trees of different sorts- 
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From IIan<hou-fou to Canton mtiny miliions of acres 
are covered with young fir-trees besides the great old woods. 
We caught here some fish, but not like any which 1 am. 
acquainted with. We passed a great many floats, or balzas, 
of timber, some of several hundred feet long ; they arc navi- 
gated with a innst and sails, and have houses raised m>on 
them fur the habitation of the skippers and their fainilii's. 
Such numbers of children as poured out from them to see us, 
can only be compared to bees rushing irom their hives at 
the time of swarming. The w'calhcr cold ; no sun. 

Tuesday, December 3d. The river now becomes much 
narrower and deeper, being pent up between the mountains, 
which shut it in so closely and approach so near to each 
other that, till the moment wc come to the opening, we can 
scarcely imagine the p(i|»ibility of a passage. 

To the left is the walled town of Ouan-gan-hieny which wc 
passed without stopping, and came to this village where^we 
are to remain for the night. The weather still cold, a,{id 
DO sun. 

Wednesday, December 4th. Continued our vo^’age tliis 
morning ; the country less mountainous, and more diversified. 
Several pretty white pagados lately erected, and generally 
in happy situations, .appear within view, and show that 
whatever may be tlic case elsewhere, the devotion of the in- 
habitants here is by no means in the wane. ' 

The viceroy, accompanied by Van^ia-gin and Chon-ia-giny 
paid me a long visit this evening ; they came at eight o'dock 
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and '. staid till this moment. It is ' now midnight. The 
viceroy was uncommonly civil and sociable, and bilked 
freely, on a great variety of tilings. : He asked several 
questions relative to Canton, to the value and amount 
our trade there, and that of other nations ; and what sur- 
prised me, he seemed to know already the dilFerenco between 
the country ships from India, and the ships of llic Company. 
He suspects great peculation among the public officers at 
Canton, and that the emperor is much defrauded in his 
revenue there. I answered him with a proper reserve, say- 
ing, that as I had neycr been at Caqton, I could not speak 
■with precision; but that vylien I. arrived' tliere I should en- 
deavor to procure for him any information in my power 
that he wished to have: He requested that I would, and, 
at the same time, desired C/iou'-ta-ghif who is the man of 
lettere and business, to take notas of what I should mentiou 
to him. 


Having occasion to light his pipe, and lils attendants 
lieing absent, I took out of my pocket a small phosphoric 
iKittlo, and instantly kindled a match at it. The singularity 
of a man’s carrying fire in his fob without damage startled him 
a good deal ; 1 therefore cxplaincil to him the pluenoincnon, 
and made him a present of the bottle. This little incident 
led to a conversation, upon other curious subjecl.s, from which 
it appeared to us how far the Chinese (although they excel 
ill some branches of mechanics) are yet behind other na- 
tions in medical or cliuurgical skill and philo.sophical know- 
ledge. Having often observed numbers of blind jiersons, 
but never having met a wooden leg, or a deformed limb here. 
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I concluded that' good oculists were very rare, and that 
death was the usual consequence of a fracture. The viceroy 
told me I was right in my conjecture; but when I told him 
of many things in England, and which 1 had brought people 
■with me to instruct the Chinese in, if it had been allowed, 
.such as the rc-animating drow'iied persons by a mechanical 
operation, restoring sight to the blind by -the extraction Or 
depression of the ^aucoma, and repairing or amputating 
limbs by manual dexterity, - both he and his companions 
seemed as if awakened out of a dream, and could hot con* 
ceal their regret for the court's coldness' and indifference to 
our discoveries. From the maimer of these gentlemen’s 
inquiries, the remarks which they made, and the impres- 
sions they seemed to feel, I have conceived a much higlicr 
opinion of tlieir liberality and undcratanding. Whether in 
these two respects the minister be jfealiy inferior to them, or 
w'hcthcr . he acts upon a certain public system, which often 
supersedes private convictitip''*^^^ now not ; but certain it 
isi that in. a convereation cam^ Cehol, when I men- 
tioned to him some recent in^^The T^ ^Euvopean ingenuity, 
particularly that of the air-bahv Bind that I had taken 
care to provide one at Pekin, witH\ person to go up in it, 
he not only discouraged that experiment, but most of the 
othci*s which, froni , a perusal of all the printed accounts of 
this country, avc had^ calculated and prepared for the meri- 
dian of China. Whatever taste the emperor Cam-hi might have 
shown for the sciences, as related by the jesnits in his day, 
•his siHxessors have not inherited, it with his other great quali- 
ties and possessions; for it would now seeni* that the policy 
ami vanity of the court equally concurred in endeavoring to 
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kei^ out of sight whatever can manifest our prc-einincnce» 
which they undoubtedly feel, but have not as yet learned 
to. make tho proper use of... It is, however, in vain to at- 
tempt arresting the progress of human knowledge. 'J’hc 
human mind is of a soaring nature, and having once gained 
the lower ste{)s of the ascent, struggles incessantly against 
every diihculty to reach the highest. Whatever ought to be 
will be ; the resistance of adamant , is .insuHicient to< defeat 
the iasinuation of a fibre j time is the gieat wonder-worker 
of our world ; the exterminator of prejudice, and the touch- 
-stone of truth ; it is endless to oppose it ; power becomes 
enervate, and effort ridiculous : tlie tyranny or spectre of a 
state may stalk abroad in all its terrors, and for a while may 
force a base currency on the timorous multitude ; but in 
spite of those terrors there is always a certain countcniction 
fearlessly working in the mint of common sense, industriously 
refining the ore, and imperceptibly issuing or emitting a 
standard metal, whose intrinsic value soon degrades an<l 
baffles every artifice of impure coinage. I am indeed very 
much mistaken, if all the authority and all the address of 
the Tartar goveniincnt will be able much longer to stifle the 
energies of tlicir Chinese subjects. Scarcely a year now 
passes without an insun-ectipu in sonie of the provinces. It 
is true, they are usually soon suppressed ; but their frequency 
is a strong symptom of the fever within. The paroxysm is 
repelled ; but the tUsease is not cured. 

Thursday, December 5th. The sun shines out this morn- 
ing which j after so long an absence, is a very welcome and 
chearfnl appearance. High hills rise on each side of the 
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river, planted and cultivated with trees and grain on telraces, 
and embellished w'lth small neat villages, perched on 
ledges of rock, wherever the projection could sustain a 
superstructure. 

Stopped this evening at Kian-^hounfoUf a large w'allod city 
of the first order. On our arrival before the town we had a 
profusion of military honors ; I may here remark, once for 
all, that at every place on the way where troops were 
stationed, they always turned out for us, unfurled their 
colors, sounded their n»\isii-, and saluted with three guns, 
which number is never exceeded on such occasions. They 
also frequently sent us little presents of fruit and other rc- 
freslnnciifs. 

Friday, December Ctli. A fine sunshiny day again. We 
now ohserv<i vast plantations of sugar-canes (ripe and fit lor 
cutting) on the flats at each side above the river, which here 
sinks twenty feet below the surface of the country, 'i'he 
water is however ca.sily raised to the level rc<|uired bv a 
wheel which the current gives motion to. 'fhe nave is 
of strong titnber; but the other parts, the fellies, the spokes, 
the scoops, Ac. arc chiefly of light bumlM>o. As this ma- 
chine appeared to me equally simple and cflicicnt, I <!»•- 
sired a model and a dru^viiig to be madc -fmm'it : our lautiidc 
at noon 26** iu>rth. 

Saturday', December 7th. So shallow was the river to- 
day in many places, that our yachts were actually Ibrcinl 
along the bottom, by mere corporal exertion. 'Ilicy dr.isv 
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from ten to twelve inches, and the depth of the water, where 
I measured it, w’as not eleven. 

We arc now obliged to change them, and lo-niorrow bhall 
proceed in smaller ones. 

Sunday, December 8th. The distant prospect is moun- 
tainous; but all the level ground is covered with sugar 
<‘anes. The thermometer at 68®. The weather very 
pleasant, 

Monday, December pUi. The weather is still delightful ; 
but the country more barren than any we have observed in 
our progress. In this province the women of the lower sort, 
whom we saw, have their feet generally of the natural size, 
and ri||lyv ithout slioes or other covering of that sort; they 
arc ill favui'cd and, cxccjrt by wearing their hair and 

having rings in their cars, are scarcely distinguishable from 
their husbands. They are so strong and accustomed to labor 
that, it is said, many Chinese come into Kiang-si from the 
other provinces to improve their fortunes by marrying what 
they call a working wife. 

At nine p.;m. we arrived at this place ( Nan~gan~fou ) ; 
here the viceroy shewed me a paper or edict from the 
emperor addressed to him, of which T am to have a copy : 
as it was explained to me, it seems conebived in very friendly 
terms, saying, tliat if the king should send a minister again 
to China lie would be well received ; but in such case, it 

is desired that he should come to Canton, which implies a 

3 
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sort of disapprobatiod of our having gone up the gulph of 
l*e-che~ii; nevertheless I would not for any consideration 
that we had not, as by these means wo are now masters of 
tiic geography of the noii:h>cast coasts of China, and have 
acquired a knowledge of the Yellow Sea, which was never 
before navigated by European ships. 

'I'Jic viceroy told me, that he had sent my letters to Can- 
ton at the time I delivered them to him ; he had not yet r<;- 
ccived any news from theuce about the Lion, which makes 
me very apprehensive that Sir Erasmus Cower may Ikj gone 
away. 

Tucsda 3 ’’, December 10th. This morning we set out by 
land from Nan-gan^fou, which is a large walled cit^ situ- 
ated on the side of a steep hill rising abruptly fropdWBd left 
shore of the river. We travelled in the same ma|]pPFas in 
our former expedition, some in palankeens and some on 
horseback, according to the conveyance they liked lx;st. 

From INm-gan-fou to You-vhan, where we stopped to dine, 
are fifteen miles, through a romantic Alpine country, and 
over a mountain that divides tlie provinces of Kiang-si and 
Quan-tong. 'J^iis mountain is, 1 believe, one .of the highest 
in China, Ixsing the source of two rivers which run into 
the sea in opposite directions, one discharging itself to the 
north-ca'it, and another to the south-west. By making a 
considerable <lotour wc might have avoided it ; but the in- 
dustry of the Chinese has rendered any deviation unnecessary' 
by cutting a safe and commodious horse road over it .in a 
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gentle zig<zag from the bottom to the top. Tlicrc is then a 
legular inclined plane of eighteen miles to this place (Nan- 
chou-fou ) forming one of the richest countries in th<; Avorld, 
entirely covered with rice on terraces ; a grain which, though 
not approved of by some, I believe to lie a very strong and 
wholcbomefood. 1’he common people, who live chiefly upon 
it, and who have but a spare allowance, arc extremely vigorous, 
hardy, and chearful; four of them carrying my palankeen 
without effort, and stepping under it with agility. In our 
naxigiitions from llan-clmt-fvu, the boatmen were usually 
wet u{) to their knees tweut}' times in a. day, and sometimes 
almost tlic whole day, dragging our yachts along, and often 
actually lifting them by mere botlily force over the shalh>ws 
that occurred so often in the course of the rivere, which 
we travelled upon. I have seen two Chinese raise nearly a 
ton n eight between them, and pass it from one, vessel to 
another. 1 doubt whether the labor of a’ negro in our West 
Indies be near so constant, harassing, toilsome, or con- 
sunjing as that of the Chinese boatmen. They seem to work 
nieht and day with very little iiitcmiission ; and every exer- 
tion they make is accompanied by such vocal efforts, such a 
hcreaniing symphony, as woujd alone exhaust an liuropoan 
more than any manual employment. 

The whole distance from Nan-gang-fou to Nan-chou-fou is 
<ibout twenty-fonr miles, and wc j)Cifonncd the journey in 
nine hours, the tinu; of baiting included. The hoi’ses on this 
road arc remarkably small ; but hardy and nimble. They 
have not handsome forehands, but are otherwise well shaped, 
with limbs as clean and slender as those of a stag. To the 

yoL. n. ■ 3 n 



37 ® 


JOURNAL 01? AN EMBASSY 

<«ouUturnr(l of Nan<hou-fou the people seem less dvilim) 
than on the other side of the mountain. 

Wctluosday, December ijth. The city of hnn-chou-fttu 
is very extensive and wonderlVilly populous. We wore (!p 
wards of nn hour in passing from our entrance at the first 
gate to our quarters, which were in n spacious public edifice, 
with a large hall in the centre of it, where the provincial* 
candidates for literary degrees (which alone qualify for cix il 
offices in China) arc examined and received. Here most of 
the gentlemen of the cuxlmssy slept ; but as my yacht was 
ready prepared, 1 pitiferrcd settling myself in it at once. 
The towns we lmvc seen, since our leaxing To/zg-s/ow, gene- 
rally resemble one another. The streets long, straight, and 
narrow ; tiie houses dark and dismal, most of them shops, 
populous and busy. 

This day we left Nan-^hou-fou^ and proceeded on our 
voyage. A little beldw the place of our embarking, we 
passed under a bridge of thtY:<^ hundred yards long, built with 
stone piers, over which arc laid great balks au<l beams of 
rough timber, and then a door of planks. 

'Die river below the bridge is very shallow, ahd the navigji- 
tion becomes every day more difficult; for the banks are of 
a loose sand, which the least swelling of the waters washes 
into the** channel and forms into spits and ridges, which 
scarcely any industry can remove. Oiir present boats are 
therefore small; but we' arc to change into larger at C/mo- 
chou-fou where the lix er begins to deepen. Prom Naii-ch^u- 
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/o» tlje passage to Canton is usually made in seven or eight 
<Uvys ; but we shall probably be longer, in order to give time 
to the viceroy to get there a little before us, to prepare for 
our reception. lie has been constunUy with us till now, 
ever since wc left Ilan-ciiou-fou. Wlicn he took leave oi' 
»is to-day, he tt>ld us that he had written to the onii>eror in 
such tciins upon our subject, that he was {)ersua<icd we 
shoidd leave China not only without dissatisfaction but 
with essenUal proofs of the emperor’s favor. I said that his 
indulgence to the king iny master's subjects at Oanton would 
be Uk' most essential and acceptable favors he could possibly 
confer upon inc. 1 have now gooil reason to know that Vnn- 
and Cluui-in-ghi have sincerely endeavoured to pro- 
mote our interests. The viceroy appears to have much con- 
hdtMU'c in them, and to treat them witli gieat respect and 
jeganl. 

; 

'riuirsday, December 12th. 'I’he weatlu’r to-day is 'very 
fnn; and cool ; the river still shallow ; the country sandy, 
barren, and wild. A\'e expect to reach Chao-chou-foit to- 
morrow at noon. 

/ tni-fa-ghif w'ho is an old soldier, and of high reputation 
in his prothssiou, told inc that he calculated the military 
force of China to lx; cquid to tme million eight hundred thou- 
sand men, and on my close tpiestioniug him, said he would 
give me a statement of it iu writing. In like manner Chou- 
fa-gin^ who is a civil oflicer, and has lMM;n governor of seve- 
ral extensive districts, estimated the jiopulalioii of the em- 
pire at above three hundred and thirty millions, and tie* 
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annual rcvomic at fifty to sixty millions stefling, of which* 
after paying the civil and military c^iTcnses* near ten mil- 
lions came nett into the emperors coffers. He affirmed, 
that there could l)C no question of the accuracy of his account, 
as he had received it from the heads of office at Pekin, who 
were his particular friends ; and he added, that if I had any 
doubts he would give me a copy of it. IIow far the inform- 
ation of these gentlemen may be exact, or approaching tf> 
truth (for it is natuml to amplify upon such subjects) may be 
conjectured with more probability, when I peruse the de- 
tails which they have promised me, and compared them with 
other documents ; but great allowances must be made for the 
particular light in which they see things, and the manner in 
.which they consider them, both perhaps very different I’rom 
our ideas relative to similar objects. I suspect, indeed, from 
what dropped in the conversation, that Van-ia-gWf in his 
computation of the army, reckons the Tartar banners ; and 
that in his statement of the population of the 

empire, comprehends^ the old Mantchou dominions of the 
“reigning family, and the new conquests in West Tartary; and 
that under the head of revenue, he includes without discri- 
mination whatever is levied upon tiro subject. Now if 1 
were asked the amount of the revenue of Croat Britain, T 
should naturally 'answer off hand, sixteen or seventeen mil- 
lions, without thinking of Ireland, of India, of tithes, poor’s 
rates, roads, turnpikes, canals, or» parish assessments, which 
amount to a pmdigious sum; but, though levied on the 
people, and felt as severely as any other taxes, do not enter 
into the king's treasury. Neither would I have reckoned on 

the militarv establishment, the troops in Ireland* nor the 
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Company's army in India, because not paid l)y, nor accounted 
for to, the British parliament, although certainly on a great 
view of our empire all these things, which t should have 
omitted, ought properly to be included. But when it is 
considered that China, exclusive of the emperor's 'I'artar 
dominions, is about eight times as big as France, infinitely 
more populous in edmparison to its extent, far better culti- 
vated, and receiving annually tor ages a great commercial 
balance in ils favor, it is possible that my friends may not 
be guilty of so much exaggeration, as one at first sight 
would imagine. 

Friday, Dcccinljor 13 th. Aivived before Cfiao-chou-J'ou 
at one o’clock A. \f. Our course this morning wras through a 
pleasant, romantic, but barren country. 'J’hc river grows 
gradually wider and deeper, the mountains on each side arc 
compos{‘d of a dark colored stone, in regular strata of eight 
to ten feet thick. Here and there arc a few stunted fir-trees ; 

’i 

but I saw nothing like timlier. '•The lesser hills are cither 
burial grounds, or military stations, with signal houses erected 
on them. From Chao-chou-fou which is a large city, we 
fell down the river aiH»ut four or five hundred yards to a sort 
of suburb or village on the opposite bank, where we (Quitted 
our smaller yachts, and went into the larger ones that were 
prepared for us. It is observable, that the rendexvous for 
boats and travellers is usually wilhout the walls of tlu' cities, 
so that the interior, where the prisons, granaries, and public 
offices are kept, is preserved free from the noise, bustle, and 
turbulence which must necessarily prevail w here there is u 
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jv'rpcfu^il concour&c of watcnneu, wlio arc coiijninonly more 
tlisordcrly than the other classes of the people. 

•Saturday, Dreomber I4thl Proceeded to-day from Ohao-^ 
chottrfoUt and eanic to this place (’Quun-i/on^-^an J i here we 
mean to pass the night, that iu the morning wc may huA'c an 
opjx rl unity of visiting the neighboring Miao or temple of 
I'lisa, who is said to have been a near tt'lntio]i of Fo, and' 
;s yiuch in vogue among the devotees of this province. • 

•Sunday, Dcoemljcr lotli. Aly curiosity having been much 
i'xcitcd by the accounts which 1 had heard of the tctnplc of 
Pusa, I rose at an early hour and embarked in a small shal- 
lop, in onler to avoid iuterruplion or incumbranct'. ^’he 
morning was reinarkaldy fine, the sun rose with uncommon 
brilliancy, and the whole /ace of nature was lighted up with 
< heerfulness and beauty. IJefore we had procccjdcd many 
hundred yards wc were attracted to the h'fl by an anu of the 
river, which, dftcr stretching considerably from the main 
stream, had bent and elbowed itself into a deep cove or 
t)ason, above w'hich enormous masses of rogks wse abruptly 
on every side, agglomerating to a ai^ipendoiis height aiul 
menacing collision. 'I’hc incliideil flood was motionless^ 
silent, sullen, black, 'rhe ledge Adhere tve landed was s(* 
narrow that we Could not stand upon it without diffirult.A, 
wc wert; hemmed round witli danger. The mountains /rowncel 
« on iw iVom on high ; tlic precipices startled uS from beneath. 
Ouy only safely seemed e\ cn in the jaws of a cavern that 
yawned in our front. AVe plunged into it without hesitating, 
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nn<U a uioincnt, felt the joys of a siuUlen (srajjc : but 
ouv terrors returned whtMj wo- survey ocl cnir asvluiu. Wc 
found ourselves at the bottom of a slair-ciisc hewn in tin: 
rock, Ions;, narrow, steep, and rugged. At u djslaiuv a 
fi'oblo taper ollminoreJ tVom above, and faintly' diset)\('reil 
to us the secrete of the vault. We, hoaever, looked fur- 
w'ard to it as our pole sUtr ; we scrambled up the steps, and 
-with much trouble and fatigue arrived at the landing place. 
Here an ancient, bald-hoadcd llonzc issued from his dcu, 
and oUeiod himself ns our conductor llirough this subterra- 
ih'ous labyriniti. 'J’he first place he led us to was the grand 
hall, or rclcctory o,f the convent. It is an excavation form- 
ing nearly a cube of iw'ciity-five feet, through one face of 
which is a considerable opening that looks over the water, 
and is barricadoed w'itli a rail, 'i'his apartment is well fur- 
nished in the taste of the country, with tables and clmii-s 
highly varnished, and w'ith many gauuc and paper laiithorns 
of >arions colors, in the middle of wdiich was suspended a 
glass laulhoru of prodigious size made in iiOndbn, the ofler- 
ing of ail opulent Chinese bigot at Canton. From hence wc 
mounted by an ascent of many diflicidt steps to the temple 
ilseil', which is "directly over the hull, but of much greater 
extent. Jlcrc the god, Pusa, is di-pl-ived in all his glory, 
a gigantic image with a Saracen face, grinning horribly from 
a doable row of glided fangs, a crown upon his head, a naked 
cimeter in one hand, and a fire-biand in the other. But 
liow little, alas ! is (‘clcstiul or sublunary fame ; ] eou|d learn 
very few* parlieulars of tins colos.>al divinity. Fven the 
Bonze'S, who live by his vvor.ship, searecly knew any thing ol 
bis history. From the attributes he is armed wi»h, I suppo-e 
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he was some great Tartar prince or coiuniaudcr of antiquity, 
and if he bore any rcscnihlance to his representative, he 
must hare l)een a most formidable warrior and, probably, 
little ' inferior in his day to the king of Prussia or prince 
l'’erdinand in our own. A inagniScent altar was dressed out 
at his feet, with lamps, lanthorns, candles and (‘andie> 
sticks, censers and perfumes, strongly resembling the deco- 
rations of a Uoinish chapel, and on the walls were hung mune- 
rou.s tablets inscribed in large diaracters, with moral sen- 
tences and exhortations to pious alms and religion. 

Opposite to the image is a wide breach in the wall, down 
from which the perpendicular view retjuires the finnest nerves 
and the st(‘adicst head to resist its impression. The con- 
vulsed rocks, above shooting their tottering shadows into the 
distant light, the slumbering abyss belotv, the superstitious 
gloom brooding upon the whole, all conspired to strike the 
mind with accumulated hon’or and the most terrifying images. 
Prom the chapel we were letl through several long and nar- 
row galleries to the rest of the apartnicnts, which had been 
all wrought in the rock by invincible labor and pci’sevcrancc 
info kitchens, colls, cellars, and other recesses of various 
kinds. The Bohaes having now learned the ipmlity of their 
visitors had lighted an additional number of torches and 
flambeaux, by which means we were enabled to see all the 
interior of the Sonterrain, and to examine into the nature of 
its inhabitants, and their manner of living in it. Ilote vc 
beheld a number of our fellow creatures, endowed with facul- 
ties like our own, some breasts once pregnant u'ith celatial 
fre^') buried under a moimtain, and chained 'to a rock, to 
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be incessantly gnawed by the vultures of superstition and 
fanaticism. Their condition appeared to us to be the last 
stage of monastic misery, the lowest degradation of humanit 3 ^ 
'Hie aspiring thoughts and elegant desires, the promethean 
heat, the nobler energies of the soul, the native dignity of 
plan, all sunk, rotting, or extinguished in a hopeless dungeon 
of religious insanity. From such scenes th6 oUended eye 
turns away with pity and disdain, and looks with impatience 
for a ray of relief from the light of reason and philosophy. 

■ At iny departure|| I left among this wretched community 
a small donation, <|vhich was, however, so far above their 
expectations, that f think it not unlikely they will insert a 
n«'w clause in tlicir'-l^any, and heartily pray that the Chinese 
government may adopt a more liberal policy, and open the 
country to the free* inspection and curiosity of English 
travellers. * 

* Upon lately reading this account of the temple of Puso to one or two gent!e> 
men who ha4 visited it ax well as myself, I find that though the^ perfefVly agree in 
their recollection of all the principal features of the place, they think them rather 
heightened and surcharged. This I think it fair to take notice of, but at the 
same time I must add that I wrote the above description immediately on my re* 
turning to my yacht, merely for the purpose of aiding my recollection, and cer- 
tainly without any intention of imposing upon myself, or upon others. 

Scarcely any twtf travellers, however, see the same objects in the same light, 
or remember them with the same accuracy. What is involved in darkness to the 
optics of one man, is often arrayed in the brightest colors to those of 
another. 

An impression vanishes or endures, according to the material that receives it. 
I have therefore often thought what amusement and instruction might be derived 
from a perusal of the journals kept (if such have been kept) by the different persons 
belonging to my embassy. Even the memorandums of a it Chambn might 
be of some value. 

3 c 
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I rcinciiilx:r to have seen in Portugal, near Cape Roxent, 
a 1‘Vanciscau monastery, that this temple of Puso put me a 
good deal in mind of. I mean what is usually called the Cork 
Convent, which is an excavation of considerable extent under 
a hill, divided into a great uuin1)cr of cells, and iitted u]> 
with a church, ssicristy, rcfectoi'y, and every requisite iipart- 
ment lor the accommodation of the miserable cordeliers who 
burrow in it. The inside is entirely lined with cork ; the walls, 
the roofs, the floors arc covered with cork ; the tables, seats, 
chairs, beds, couches, the furniture of the chapel, the cruci- 
fixes, and every other implement, all made of cork. The 
place was certainly dismal and comfortless to a great de- 
gree; but it w'anted the gigantic tbrm, the grim features, 
the terrific aspect which distinguish the temple of Puso. 

In travelling through this gountry, Vhenever 1 meet w’ith 
any thing singular or extraordinary, I usually endeavor to 
mcollect whether I have seen any thing analagous to it else- 
where. JJy comparing such objects together, and attentively 
marking their similitude and difiercncc, a common origin 
of principles, customs, and manners may sometimes bo 
traced and discovered in nations the most remote from each 
other. 

Monday, December I6‘th. TIjc river now flows between 
two rows of high, steep, green hills, broad, smooth, and deep. 
On the side of one of these hills I oixserved a black patch 
of very considerable extent, inclosed within a pale, and 
found, upon a nearer approach, tliat it was a great mass of 

coal emerging above the surface; and, 1 understand, that 
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all this part of the country abounds AvitU that substance, 
although very little use is made of it by the Chiiu'so. 

The weather for these two days past has been \ovy sharp, 
Avith a clear, frosty air. The thcnnoiuctcr at 50“ this morn- 
ing, and at 63“ in the middle of the day. 

M’e stopped at Tchin-yuany and Vanrta-^in and Chott-ia 
ffin passed the Avholc evening with me. 

Having obser\cd many barren spots and wild mountains 
at ditrerent distances, in the coui'scof our journey fmin IVkin, 
and particidarly in this neighhorliood, F took occasion to 
ask them some (picstions on the subject, and 1 learned from 
them that all uncultivated or desert lands an* supposed tr> 
belong to the sovereign ; but any person, on giving notice of 
his intention to the nearest magistrate, may cultivate them, 
if lie chuses it, and thereby acquire the property of them ; 
for there is no such thing in China as a waste or common, 
depending upon a manor or lordship, for the purpose of 
feeding the game or the vanity of an ideal paramount. But, 
in truth, 1 believe there is scarcely an acre of <’ultivable 
land in China, that is not cultiviited. Although a general 
resemblance runs through the Avholc nation, as viewed in <lu; 
gross, yet almost every province has its own particular moch* 
of husbandry, and varies also from the rest in many other 
points. The boats of the different rivers are all of a different 
built, adapted to tlie nature of the stream. W'e have sailed 
in five or six of perfectly distinct constructious betw'een 'Vtutn- 
siou and this place. 
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Va7i-ta~gin and Chouria-gin gave me the following particu* 
lare of the emperor’s usual course of life, when not engaged 
ill hunting, or in other excursions. 

He rises at 3 o’clock A. M. and then goes to his private 
pagoda to worship Fo. lie thou reads the dispatches of the 
different officers, who, from their stations, are permitted to 
write to him directly,. At seven o’clock A. M. he breakfasts, 
after which he amuses himself about his palace and gardens 
with his women and eunuchs. 

He then sends for the first colao, or' chief minister, with 
whom he transacts the current business, and then has a kind 
of Icvi:e, which is attended by all the calaos and great 
Mandarines, who have the enlt'hsl He dines usually at three 
o’clock P. M. and then goes to th6 theatre, or other diversion 
.of the day, after which he retires and amuses himself with 
reading till bed time, the hour of which is never later than 
seven o’clock in the evening. A principal eunuch is always 
in waiting during the night, in order to conduct to him any 
of the ladies whom he chuses to call tor. 

The female establishment is one empress, now dead. Two 
queens of the first rank. Six queens of the second rank, one 
hundred concubines. 

He has sons by the late empress, and has others by his 
queens and concubines, also several daughters, who are mar- 
ri& to Tartar Princes and other Tartars of distinction, but 
none of them to Chinese. He is a man of great parts, learn- 
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ing, and application: religious and charitable, afluble and 
affectioned to his subjects: vindictive and rcluuUesh to his 
enemies : much elated with his greatness and projtperity, and 
impatient of the slightest reverse or mischance ; jealous of 
hb power, suspicious of his ministers, and when angry not 
easily appeased. He has never admitted any of his sons to 
the smallest share of confidence or ^.uihority, although some 
of them are upwards of forty years old : nor is it knovm or 
presumed whom he intends for his successor. Min~yul-ye^ his 
eldest grandson, is a man of capacity, has been employed in 
afiairs, and is supposed to be much in his favor. 

Some years since the emperor had pretended that he was 
weary of his throne, and fixed a time for his retiring from it, 
but as the period approached, he began to think it better 
to defer his I’csignation to a more distant day. At present it 
stands for 1796 but it is by no means certain that it will then 
take place. He b naturdlly of a healthy constitution, and of 
great bodily strength and, though upwards of eighty-three years 
old, is as yet but little afilicted with the infirmities of age. 
These particulars, relative to this great personage, I have set 
down as J received them Ironi my two fricntls, who have 
given them to me, I am persuaded, according to the best of 
their knoivledgc aud opinion. From their rank and situation 
they have certainly had good opportunities of obtaining intel- 
ligence and of forming their judgments. 

Tuesday, December 17th. The river now grows very broad 
and meets the tide here, being tliirty miles above Canton 



38 * JOURNAL OF AN EMBASSY 

The mounteuns on each side arc at seven or eight miles 
distance. 

We stopped at San-choii-hien^ where the state yachts were 
in waiting; to convey us to Canton, but as the viceroy's 
preparations for our reception arc not 3'et quite com- 
pleted, 1 understand that we shall not arrive there till 
'rhursday. 

Wednesday, December 18th. Early this morning we pass- 
ed by the town of Fou-sawg, which is a very considtMuble one*, 
and arrived before qoon at a garden house belonging to the 
Chinese I Jong merchants of Canton, where we J'ound Ales- 
sicurs llrowiic,. Irwin, and Jackson, the company s commis- 
sioners, together with Air. Jiall the secretary; they ha<l come 
up from Canton to meet us, and had brought with them our 
letters and packets from Europe which, after a ftllecu months’ 
absence, were singularly acceptable. By these we ha^o 
learned the state of affairs between Orcat Britain and' 
France. It now remains to consider how far the motions of 
the embassy arc to be regulated by it. The commissioners 
inform me, that my letters had been forwarded to Sir Eras- 
mus (lower, and that the laon is now lying below the se- 
cond bur. 

'J'hcy presented to me the Hong merchants, who had coipc 
from Canton on purpose to pay their respects to the 
embassy. 


'Fo-morrow we make our entry into Canton. 
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I cannot omit remarking that, in the course of our naviga- 
tion from Nan-ckou-fout we have had an Mucouinion profu- 
.. sion of military honors lavished upon us every where, as we 
passed along, which I attribute to the viceroy’s having giveti 
particular directions for the purpose, as he preceded us. 
As the Chinese consider the province of Canton to be the 
most obnoxious to invasion from the sea, the military posts 
in it arc very numerous. There seemed to he an affected 
rcitcj ation of salutes, wherever we appeared, in order, I pre- 
sume, to impress us with an idea of the vigilance and alert- 
ness of the troops, and to show that they were not unpre- 
pared against an enemy. Nevertheless, as they are totally 
ignorant of our discipline, cumbersomcly cloathed-, armed 
only with matchlocks, bows, and arrows, and heavy swords, 
awkward in the management of them, of an unwarlikc^ clm- 
ructer and disposition ; I imagine they, would make but a feeble 
resisUince to a well-conducted attack. The circumstance of 
greatest embarrassment to. an invader would be their immense 
numbers, not on account of the mischief, they could do to 
him, but that he would find no end of doing mischief to 
them, '.rhe slaughter of millions wOuld scarcely be ])crccived ; 
and unless the peojde themselves soon voluntarily submitted, 
the victor might indeed reap the vanity of destruction, but 
not tl)c glory or use of dominioq. 

'riiursday, December lyth. At eleven o’clock A. M. wc 
set out in the state barges for Canton and, at half an lionr 
after one,, were landed at the great stairs of the island house, 
w’hich had been prepared for our reception. From the stiiii-s 
wc walked upon a stage of fifty or sixty yards long, covered 
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with carpets, tUl we reached the place where it united with 
the terra fitnUa. Hei'e wc were received by the viceroy, the 
Foo-ijen or governor, the Hou^pou' or treasurer, and the prin- 
cipal Mandarines of rank in this neighborhood, all dressed in 
their robes of ceremony. “We were then conducked into a 
very large apartment, with double semicircular rows of arm- 
chairs on each side. The viceroy and his assessors took their 
stations opposite to us,' and a conversation Ix^gan, which 
lasted about an hour. It chiefly turned upon the incidents 
of our journey from Pekin, .and the arrival of the Lion, 
which the viceroy requested might come up to Wampo. We 
then adjourned to the theatre, on which a company of come- 
dians (who are reckoned capital pei'tormcrs, and had been 
ordered down from JVan-k/rt on purpose) were prepared to 
entertain us; and here we found a most magnificent Chinese 
dinner spread out upon the tables, and a display of the pre- 
sents given upon this occasion. The viceroy conducted the 
whole ceremony with the latest dignity and propriety, dis- 
tinguishing us by the most pointed marks of respect and re- 
gard, (things quite new and astonishing to the Chinese here, 
^vho arc totally unused to see foreigners treated with any at- 
lenlion,) rind eyincing in eveiy instance the high consideration 
wliich the embassy was held in by the government. 

Our (piarters are 6>i an island, opposite to the English fac- 
tory which is situated on the main land in the suburbs of 
the city of Canton. The river that divides m is about half a 
mile broad. These quarters consist of several pavilions or 
separate buildings, very; spacious and convenient, and some 
of them fitted up in the English manner, with, glass windows 
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anti fire gcates, which latter, at this season, although we are 
on the edge of thp tropic, arc very comfortable pieces of fur- 
niture. Our habitations are in the midst of a large garden, 
adorned with }K)ncls and partcn'cs, and witli flowers, trees, 
and shrubs, curions either from rarity or . l^eauty. On one 
side of us is a magnificent miao or Bonze temple, and on 
the other a large edifice, from the top of which is a very 
fine view of the river and shipping, the city and the country 
to a great extent. , 

Friday, December *20111. The theatre, which is a very ele- 
gant building, with tlie stage open to the garden, being just 
opposite ray pavilion, I was surprised when I rose this morn- 
ing to see the comedy already begun, and the actors per- 
forming iu full dress; for it seems this was not a rehearsal, 
but one of their regular formal pieces. I understand that 
whenever the Chinese mean to entertain their fricnds ivith 
particular distinction, an indispensable article is a comedy, 
or rather a string of comedies, which arc acted one after the 
other without intermission for several hours together. The 
actors now here have, I find, received directions to amuse us 
constantly in this way, during the time of our residence, but as 
soon as I see our conduetore T shall endeavor to have them 
relicvetl, if I can do it without giving ofl'ence to the taste of 
die nation, or having my own called in ipicstion. 

In case Ixis imperial majesty Kkn-long should send embas- 
sadors to the court of Great Britain, there Avould be some- 
thing comical, according to our manners, if my lord-chani- 
berlain Salisbury were to issue an order to Messrs. Harris 
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and Sheridan, tlie king’s patentees, to exhibit Messrs. Lewis 
and Kemble, Mrs* Siddons and Miss Farren during several 
days or rather nights together, for the entertainment of their, 
Chinese excellencies. 1 am almid, they would at first feel 
the powers of the great buttresses of I)rury-lane and Covent- 
garden as little affecting to them; as the exertions of these 
capital actors from Nankin have been to us. 

We have found here five Indiainen almost ready to sail for 
England, viz. the, Bonibay, Castle, the Brunswick, the Mi- ‘ 
iicrva, the Chesterfieldj and the Bellona, (a Botany Bay 
.ship,) and this day news is come of the jurival of the 'riiur- 
low, the Abergavenny, the Ostcrly, the Glatton, and the 
Ceres, from Manilla, at which place they called in their way 
hither. Several more, arc expected . from England ; cargoes 
are provided, and ready not only, for all these but for two 
more. 'Fhc two more however will not be wanting this 
season, as the Princess Royal has been pikcii by the French , 
in the Straights of Sunda, and the destination of another ex- 
pected ship has been altered at home. 

Saturday, , December 21st. — Sunday, December 22. — 
Monday, Deceinbcr 2‘1. ‘These three days have been chiefly 
taken up in receiving visits .from the viceroy, the Foo-yen 
or . governor, the JIou-’pou or treasurer, the Song~pm or 
governor of Chao-cJtou-fou., and several other great Manda- 
rines, some of whom, I find, arc comC from a considerable 
disUince to see us. The great public honors and respect paid 
here to the embassy cannot fail, 1 think, to have a very good 

cflcct upon the jreople in favor of our factory. In these 
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visits I nx])lained at length the diflerent grievances of our 
trade ; the Ilou~pou was aveij^e to any altcratioiis, uiul wished 
every thing to remain as he found it. The viceroy tho\ight 
every reasonable alteration should be made, and they debated 
together with great earnestness for a. considerable time, 'flu^ 
subject was renewed again and again, and I should hope, 
from the viceroy’s professions and assurances, that we have 
got the Ijcttcr of the IIou-pou. 

We have also been' employed in consulting and settling 
with the commissioners, the domination and departure of 
tlui ships, and in preparing our letttera for England. 

After maturely considerhig all the circumstances Ixsfore 
me, reflecting upon the state of the ships now ready to sail, 
and upon the value of the cargoes provided for loading the 
ships latel 3 f arrived, and those still expected this season 
(which cargoes, when sold, I can scarcely estimate at less 
than three millions sterling) having ascertained the capture of 
the Princess Royal in the Straights of Sunda, by a French 
force crui/ing there; carefully perused the lettei*s lately rc- 
ccfived from Batavia ; having no notice or intelligence of any 
convoy intended to be sent from liome; aware of the present 
situation of Coc/im-C4i«a, both with respect to its internal 
commotions, and . its pretended dependence on this empire ; 
combining all these things together, I have now, how^cver 
j)ainful to me, been obliged to dismiss from my mind many 
flattering ideas which I had entertained at the commence- 
ment of my embassy, of distinguishing it by some happy 
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discovery, sonic signal and brilliant success, in the prosecu* 
tiou of our political and commci;cial interests in these distant 
parts of the world. I have given up niy projected visit to 
Japan whicli (though now less alluring in prospect) had been 
^ways with me a favorite adventure, as the possible openiiig 
of a new mine for the exorcise of our industry, and the pur- 
chase of our manufactures. All these ideas I have resigned 
at present, and adopted the measures which appear to aUbrd 
the most probable substantial advantages to the public. It 
is therefore determined that the Bombay Castle, the Bruns- 
wick, the Minerva, the Chesterfield, and the Bellona shall 
proceed immediately for jSngland ; the two first are strong, 
well armed and well manned ships, and Captain Montgo- 
mery of the Bomliay Castle, a man of known spirit, skill, 
and experience, being the senior oflScer, is to command this 
little fleet, and- to conduct it in tlie manner which he judges 
most essential to its security. The other ships (probably 
thirteen) will proceed, when ready, under the convoy of his 
Majesty’s ship the Lion. Thus by the speedy departure of 
the five ships, not only their demurrage will be saved ; but 
if they arrive safe, the Court of Directors will be the earlier 
enabled to judge of their China resources. By the Lion’s 
conveying the remainder, an immense property will b'c 
secured from danger in these seas and, I trust, reach England' 
in safety. 

Tuesday, December 24th. Our interpreter came and 
mentioned to me the different persons, who expected to re- 
ceive presents from the embassy. I have desired Mr. Barrow 
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to select and deliver them) and to i>ut whatever remains 
unexpended into the hands of IMr. Browne, according to the 
Company’s instructions, and to take a receipt for the same. 

Wednesday, December 2oth. This day being Christinas- 
day wc all aent over and dined with the British factory. 
T’he Captains of the Bombay Castle, the Brunswick, the 
Minerva, the Chesterfield, and the Bellona, took leave of me. 
My dispatches for England are sent on board the Bombay 
Castle, the duplicates on the Brunswick.. 

'J’huisday, December 26tb;~I'tWay, December 27th.— 
Saturday, December 28th. I have had some conversation 
w’ith the principal Hong merchants of tliis place. Pah-ke-qua 
is one of the principal, a shrewd, sensible, sly fellow. Chi- 
chiti-qua is the next in point of consequence, but not inferior 
in point of opulence. The latter is a younger man, and of a 
franker character. T6 me he affected much regard for the 
English nation, and declared, without revive, his willingness 
to try experiments in tradp with any new articles that our 
factory might desire. Mr. Irwin and Mr. Jackson were pre*- 
sent when he said this to me. 

Pan-ke-qtta wears a white opakc button on Inswap, and 
Chi-chin-qua weam a crystal one, ‘which is a degree superior 
to ; but I soon learned the reason. Pan-ke-qua 

is more prudent and less ostentatious; 

Chi-chin-qua owned to me, that h<e had also a blue button . 
but that, though he always wears it at home in his own fac 
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mily, he never appears with it abroad, lest the Mandarines in 
oflice should visit him on tliat account, and make use of it 
as a pretence to s(|uceze presents from him, naturally sup- 
posing that a man could very well afford them, who had 
given ten thousand taels lor such a distinction. I'hesc dif- 
ferent ranks of buttons arc sold here to the Avcalthy mer- 
chants, but confer no official authority. When I say sold, 
I do not mean that the government sells them, but the suitor 
certainly buys them by tiie large presents which he makes to 
die great men at this extremity of the empire, who have in- 
terest enough at court to proipm^ them . 

1 mentioned to these Hong merchants several things, which, 
from w'hat l had observedi were well adapted, in my opinion, 
to the northern parts of the- empire, and would, I believe, be 
acceptoble articles at Pekin, but they seemed to know as 
little of Pekin as of Westminster. Not one of those, whom 
I conversed with, had ever been in the capital. They scarcely 
ever stir from the place of their nativity, unless compelled 
by authority, or incited by the strangest motives of interest ; 
but grovel on at Canton from generation to generation, very 
unlike, the Chinese whom I have had occasion to see in other 
places. Thcjse merchants have no trade beyondj^ Nankin ; 
Nankin the j^eat commercial metropolis; to Nankin they 
send most of thbit Europe goods. From Nankin they receive 
a considerable part of the; goods intended for Europe, so that 
the Nankiri luercbauts are, in fact, the real masters of the 
Chitiese market ; a circumstance which renders oti]' admission 
to trade directly to Cheu-san and . Ning-jfto doubly desirable, 
and it is not to be despaired of. Weonce hadit. 
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Sunday, December 29tli. Sir Erasmus (lower liacl brought 
the Lion up to tVam-po, and from tliencc caino horr Ijimsclf 
last night. He returued again this day, and I went clown 
with him in his barge, and took Van-ta^g'm along with u^. If 
is about eleven miles from Canton, and we were three liours 
in tlie passage; but it is often made in l('ss than two. 1 
observed lying there nine company’s ships; three country 
ships ; one English Ostend ship, called the city of (Jenoa, 
under (lenocsc colors, and eomnumded by a Captain Snyders, 
an Englishman, and three or tour Americans, the larg»'st of 
which latter did not exceed six hundred tons.' 'rhe.y are 
called by the Chinese second-chop Knglishmeic ; the teas, 
which are the principal articles they take, are of a very infes 
rior kind, and are chielly paid for in doihu's. 

'riic river of Canton is epfite covered with boats and vessels 
of ^arious sorts and sizes; all, even the very smallest, eon- 
stantl}’ and thickly inhabited. 

'fhe c«mntry is pleasant, flat near the water, fmt rising into 
iiiountains at ten or twebe miles distaiur. Ofi the left is 
the c illage of If (tm-po, where the banksals (temporary huts 
built t<)i’ the acconiinodation of our people, and the reception 
of their stoivs) are situated. On the right, a little further 
down, are two islands, commonly called French Island and 
Danish Island, Avhich ^ particularly showed to Van~la~giUy 
(whom I had brofight with me for this purpose) and explaitictl 
to him our wishes to have Iciavc to build necominodations' for 
our people upon them. He said he would re])ort to tlie 
viceroy that there could not be any objection. 
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■\\''e returned here (to Canton) in the evening. 

Mondaj', December SOtli. — I'ucsday, December 
'Hie accounts which wc had heard of the commotions in 
Cochin-China have been now confirmed to us by good autho- 
rity. AVe are informed that the king of Donai (the southern 
region) had attacked the king of Tonquin or Nangau, as the 
Chinese call tlie reigning prince, in the neighborhood of 
'furou hay, wliich wc had visited ; that the town of Faifo had 
been taken and plundered ; that the king of Nangan himself 
had fled to *the northward ; and that the whole country was 
in the utmost confusion. As it is probable that these trou- 
bles will not be speedily comj>osed, perhaps if a settlement 
in Cochin-China be tliought advisable, a more favorable sea- 
son may not offer. 

It is a measure that with proper precaution may, I believe, 
be accomplished. There is a most happy spot, a perfect 
Gibraltar on the east iK>lnt of Turon Hay, marked out by 
nature for the purpose. 

A battalion of sepoys and a <-opipany,of European artil- 
lery would be fully sufticient to defend it against any ibice 
that is ever likely to be mustered for attacking it. 

Wednesday, January 1st, 1794. I’his morning the viceroy 
visited me in great ceremony, and said ho had received a 
letter from the emperor, the contents of which he Vas ordered 
to communicate to me. It contained, as usual, a repetition 
of the emperor's satisfaction from the embassy, his good dis- 
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position towards the English, and promises to them of his 
future favor and protection. These seem to be expressed in 
stronger terms than tlie fonner, Jind tlie viceroy himself was 
particularly courteous and caressing. He told me lu^ had 
already issued two proclamations, denouncing the severest 
punislimeuts against any persons wlio should attempt to 
injure Europeans, or practise extortion in dealing with them. 
I'licsc proclamations arc published, and it is hoped will have 
a good effect. 

This day beJng New Year's day, we all went over and ditu^d 
with our factorj,'. 

'J’hursday, January 2d. — IViday, January 3d. — Saturday, 
January, 4U).-— Sunday, January, 5th. — Monday, January 6th. 
—Tuesday, January 7th. As none, of the gentlemen of our 
factory had ever been within the city of Canton, e.xccpt 
the eouunissionc.rs wdicu they went . to deliver the chair- 
man’s letter, announcing my intended embassy, 1 had a 
strong ctiriosity to sec it. I entered it at the gieatwatxn’ gate, 
and traversed it from one end to the other. It covers a great 
extent of ground and is said to contain a million of inhabit- 
avits. This account may possibly exaggerate, but the |M>pu- 
lation every where in China is so vastly dis[)rt»portionat.e to 
what we have been accustomed to observe in Europe, that 
it is tliffieult for us to determine upon any rule or standard 
of «)ur own to go by ; 1 can therefore only rc]>cat iijjon this 
point what I have learned from the best informed of the na- 
tives. The streets are narrow and paved w'ith flag-stones, much 
ill the same manner as those of Ilati-chou-fou. No wheel oar- 
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riages arc admitted, nor did I see any horses, in the town, ex-, 
cept those which my servants rode upon. It is full of shops 
and tmdes, and has, in general, a gloomy appearance, except 
in two or three large open squares, where the viceroy and 
other great men reside. 

All the people seemed very busily cn)ployed, cliietly in 
making cither silk boots, or straw bonnets, in the working of 
metals, and the labors of the forge; and most of them wore 
si>ectaeles on their noses. The, walls arc kept in good repniiv 
but no guns are mounted on them. The ordinary' troop.s 
here, instead of a blue uniform and red lace as else- 
where, are clothed in red with a blue lace. I am informed, 
that several persons have been punished for petty extortions 
practised against some strangers here, notwithstanding the 
late proclamations ; but there are many other things that 
depend a good deal" on ourselves, which, I believe, would be 
more likely to secure us than proclamations and punishments. 
We, no doubt, labor under many disadvantages here at present; 
but some of them we- have it in our own power to remove. 
Instead of acting towards the Chinese at Canton in the same 
manner that tve do towards the natives at our factories else- 
where, we seem to have adopted a totally opposite system. 
We keep aloof from them as much as possible; we wear a 
dress as different .from their s as can be fashioned; wc are 
quite ignorant of their language (which, I suppose, cannot be 
a very di^cult one ; for little George Staunton has long since 
learned to s])cak it and write it with great readiness, and 
from that circumstance has been of infinite use to us on many 
occasions) ; wc therefore almost entirely depend pn the good 
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f^ith and good nature of the few Chinese whom w’e eni- , 
ploy, and by - whom m'C can bb but imperfectly understood 
in the broken gibberish we talk to them. I fancy that Pan- 
ke^qua or Mahomet Soillcm would attenipt doing business 011 
the royal exchange to very little purpose, if thdy appcanxl 
there in long petticoat clothes, with bonnets and turbans, 
and could speak nothing but Chinese or Arabic. Now 1 am 
very much mistaken if, by a proper management, \ve might 
not gradually, and, in some few years, be able to mould the 
China trade (as we seem to have done the trade every where 
else) to the shape that will* best suit us; but it would cer- 
tainly rcxpiirc in us great skill, caution, temper, and pei se- 
verance, much greater perhaps than it is reasonable to ex- 
pect. I dare say there are many hasty spirits disposed to go 
a shorter way to work ; but no shorter w ay will do it, ♦ If 
indeed the Chinese were provoked to interdict us their com- 
merce, or do us any material injury, we certainly have the 
means easy enough of revenging ourselves ; for a few frigates 
could, in a few weeks, destroy all their coast navigation and 
intercourse from the island of to the Gulph of Pc- 

< Jte-li ; and, if I wore to indulge the speculations of an am- 
bitious or vindictive politician, I doubt not but we might 
vulneratc them as sensibly in niany other quarters. We 
might proliably be able iVoin IVngal to excite the most 
stnious disturbances on their Thibet frontier, by means of 
tlicir neighbors there, who' appear to require only a little en- 
coudaganienl and assistance to begin. The Corcaiis, if they 
once saw ships in the Yellow Sea acting as enemies, to CInna, 
jniglit be induced to attempt the recovery of tlicir independ- 
'I’lic thread of connexion Viclwecn thi;^ empire and For. 
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mosa is so slender, that it must soon break of itself; but 
a breath of foreign interference would instantly snap it 
asunder. . 

Tlie Portuguese who, as a nation, have been long really 
exaniniated and dead in this part of the world, although their 
ghost still appears at Macao, hold that place upon such terms 
as render it etiually useless and disgraceful to them. It is now* 
chiefly supported by thp English, and on the present footing 
of things there, the Chinese can starve both it and those 
who support it, whenever they plesise. If the Portuguese 
made ,a difficulty of parting with it to ns on fair terms, it 
might easily be taken from them by a small fonre fi-om 
Madras, jmd the compensation and irregularity be settled 
afterwards; or with as little trouble, and with moic advan- 
tage, wo might make a settlement in Lanfao or Cow-lier, 
and then Macao would of itself crumble to nothing in a slan t 
time. 'Ihe forts of the Bocca 'I’igris might bo dtimolished by 
half a dozen broadsides ; the river would be imj)assablc 
without our permission, and the whole trade of Canton and 
its correspondencies annihilated in a season. I he millions ot 
]icoplc who subsist by it w'ould be almost instantly retlucetl 
to hunger and insuiTcetion ; they must overrun the country 
as beggars or as robbers, and wherever they went would carry 
with them misery and rebellion. In such distraction wmuld 
Russia remain inactive? Would she neglect the opportunity 
of recovering Albazin and rc-estahlishing her power upoii the 
Amour ? Would the ambition of the great Catharine, that has 
stretched beyond Ooalaska to the eastward, overkwk the 
provinces and partitions Avithiu grasp at her door ? 
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Such might be the consequences to this empire, if we had 
a seridus quarrel with it. On’ the other hand, let us see 
what might l>e the consequence to ourselves. It is possible 
that other nations, now trading or expecting to trade with 
China, would not behold our success with ihdifFcrence, aiul 
thus wc might be involved with mucli more formidable 
enemies than Chinese ; but I leave that cojjsiderutiou asidt; 
and proceed to others. 

Our settlements in India would suffer most severely by 
any interruption of their China traflic, which is infinitely 
valuable to them, nhethcr considered singly as a market 
for cotton and opium, or as connected with tlicir adventures 
to the Philippines and Atalays. . . 

} 

To Great Ihitain the blow w'onld be imritcdiatc and lieavy. 
Our great woollen manufacture, the a iiticnt staple of England, 
would feel such a sudden convulsion, as scarcely any vigi- 
lance and vigor in government could for a long time remedy 
or alleviate. The demand from Canton for <»ir woollens 
alone canruit now Ijc less than 500, (XK)/. to 600,000/. per 
annum, and there is good reason to believe that, with projxn* 
care, in some years, it may be stretched to a million. We 
should lose the other growing branches of export to China of 
tin, lead, copper, hardw'arc, and ol’ clocks and watches, 
and similar articles ^f ingenious inechauLsm. We should lose 
the iinport from China, not only of its raw silk, an indispen- 
sible ingredient in our silk fabricks, but of aiK»thcr imlispcn- 
sible luxury or rather an absolute ncccsstiry of life, tea. Wc 
should also in some measure lose an excellent school of 
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nautical knowledge, a strong linib of marine power, and a 
p)X)lific source of public revenue. ; 

These evils, it would seem, must infallibly ftjllow from a. 
breach with China ; whether in time other markets might not 
l>e, found or created to make us amends, I am not yet suf- 
i icntly acquainted with this part of the world (and still less 
W'ith the disposition of the court of Spain) to hazard a deci- 
sion ; but it is not impossible that, though prodigious incon- 
^'eniencies and mischiefs would certainly be felt at tlie ino- 
. ment from a rupture, means might be discovered to reverse or 
repair them. But all these inconveniences and mischiefs, 
which I have stated as objects of apprehension, may 
happen in the common course of things without any 
quarrel or interference on our part. The empire of China 
is an old crazy first-rate man of war, which a fortunate 
succession of able and vigilant officers has contrived to 
keep afloat for these hundred and fitly years past ; and to 
overawe their neighbore, merely by her Ixulk and ap- 
{)earance ; but w'hencvcr an insufficient man happens to hav(^ 
the command upon deck, adieu to the discipline and safely 
of the ship. She may perhaps not sink outright; she may 
drift some time as a wreck, and will then be dashed in pieces 
on the shotc ; but she can never be rebuilt on the old 
bottom. 

The breaking up of the pow'cr of Ciiina (no very impro- 
bable event) w'ould occasion a comjjicte subvci*siou of the com- 
merce, not- only of iVsia, but a very sensible change in the 
other quarters of (ho world. The industry and ingetmity (>f 
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the Chinese would be checked and enfeebletl ; but they would 
be not be annihilated : her ports could no longer be barri* 
■ ciidoed ; they would be attempted by all the adventurers of 
all trading nations, who would search every channel, creek, 
and cranny of China for a market, and for some time be the 
cause of much rivalry and <,Msorder. Nevertheless, as Great 
liritain, from the weight of her riches, and the genius and 
spirit of her people, is become the first political, marine and 
eommercial power on the glolx;, ift is reasonable to think 
that she would prove the greatest gainer by such a revblu* 
tion as I have alluded to, and rise superior over every 
conijietitor. 

Hut to take Ihitigs solely as they now are, and to bound our 
view by the visible horizon of our situation, without specu- 
lating upon ptobuble events (which seldoni take place ac- 
etJiding to our speculation), our present interests, our reason, 
and our lumumity ecjually forbid the thought of any offen- 
sive measures, with regard to the Chinese, whilst a ray of 
hope remains for succeeding by gentle ones. Nothing could 
bo urged in favour of an hostile conduct, but an irresistible 
conviction of failure by forbearance. 

The project of a territory on the continent of China 
(which 1 have heard imputed to the late Ix)rd Clive) is too 
wild to be seriously mentioned, and especially if all can be 
<(uietly got without it that was expected to be got with it. 
]?y my embassy the Chinese have had, what they never 
had before, an opportunity of knowing ns, and this must 
lead them to a proper way of thinking of us and of acting 
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towards us iu future. li* when the dispute happened in the 
year 1759v;a royal ambassador had been sent to the court 
of Pekin, I am inclined to think that the afi'air would have 
taken a very diftereiit turn ; they would certainly have re- 
ceived the euibussy with respect, possibly indeed with less 
honors and distinctions than mine, on account of the dif- 
ference between coniplinient and complaint ; and though 
they might then have granted no favors, yet the caiition of 
the government would, at least, have guarded them from 
doing injustice. 

On the footing that Mr. Flint was sent, what <!oiild havci 
been expected ? A private individuah commissioned by a few 
other individuals trading at Canton, whom the Chinese had 
not yet learned to respect as they ought, was dispatched, 
without a passport^^||..a small vessel to Ticti-aingf (an irre- 
gular proceeding and in the teeth of a particular 

law) to accuse the regency of Canton, then consisting of 
persons appomted and supported by those who were to judge 
them. 

At present, after reflecting upon all the incidents of the 
embassy, the complexion of the court of Pekin, and the 
footing of pur factory at Canton, I canftpt but be of opinion 
that nothing is niore likely to contribute essentially to the 
promotion of our interests than having a king’s minister, 
or a company’s minister with a king’s commission, always 
K'siidont at Canton, totally unconcerned with trade of any 
kind, and clearly known to be so. The first bbject is to pre- 
serve the ground avc have lately gained. . It is no small ad- 
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vantage arising from the cuit)assy that so many Enolishmeu 
have been seen at Pekin, from whose brilliant a]>poaranoe 
and prudont demeanor a most favorable idea has been firmed 
of the country which had sent them. Nor is it any strain of 
vanity to say that the principal persons of rank, >Yho, from 
their intercourse with us, liatt opportunities of obstwviug our 
manners, tnnpcrs, and discipline, very soon dismissed the pre- 
Jiuliees they had conceived against us, and by a generous 
transitron grew to admire and respect us us a nation, and to 
love us as individuals gained by our attentions, we found 
them capable of attachment ; tliough in public ceremonious, 
in private they were frank and familiar: tired of ofTieiiil 
Ibripalities they seemed .often to* fly to onr society as a relief 
and to leave it with regret. Dispositions like those, an able 
minister would not fail to improve i by his intercourse with 
the viceroy, the Fof/ent and the Hou^jioUf he would be able 
to excuse iiTcgularities, and cleaV up mistakes ; be would 
discover the proper seasons for advancing or receding, when 
to be silent with dignity, and when tottpcak with^confidence 
and eflect ; but above all the kingfs commission would au- 
thorize him to tvrite to and entitle him* to be heard by the 
<ourt of Pekin itself^ a cift utnstanco probably alouc suflicient 
to uwe the regency of Canton, and k^p them within the 
bounds of justice and* moderation. ^Diesc opinions 1 have 
formed, and these c?onclusions ‘ I have drawp,, from what 
experience I have had ^f this country, from wliaf observa- 
tions I made -upon. f lie rharaeters of the people that were 
vdthin iiiy reach to com’orse with, and the eftiperor*s tetter to 
the viceroy. 

VOL. II. • -If 
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1 am aware tbftt a measure of this kind may seem to in- 
terfere with the company’s sei’vants at Canton but it ought 
to liave no such operation: it should nejuthot lessen their 
eniolumcnts, nor their -consctpience, but \faye u contrary 
effect. 1 believe that nodiing has 'contributed more to ren- 
der our merchants at Lisbon and St. Petersburgh ^:e8peet- 
able and important, tlian the residence of his majesty’s mini- 
sters at these ports, to maintain our conitncrcial rights, and 
to protect them from wrongi The Chinese, it is true, are a 
singular |)eop1e, but they sfre men ibrincd of the same mate- 
rial, and governed by the same passions as ourselves ; they 
are jealous of foreigners ; but arc. they jealous of ns without 
reason ? Is there any country on the globe thdt Englisluncn 
visit, where they do pot display that pride of thcins«'lvc^ 
and that contempt of otlrcra, which ronscknis superiority 
apt to inspire ? Can the Chinese, one of the vainest nations 
in the world, and not the feast acute, have been blind and 
inscnublc to this foible of, ouris ? And is it not natural lor 
them to 1)6 discomposed and .disgusted by it ? Bid a better 
knowledge of the better parts of oiyr clmracter.'^Hl calm their 
disquiets, weaken their pn^udiccs, and wear away their ill 
impressions. Every ,(jlay we shall hay* ^w.er enemies and 
rivals to injure us in"theif opinion. French, who liad 
long Rorished he^, have given up thetra^eM'^stppeared 
and other nations also must citlmr soon i&bEuldeu it, or lx 
content to carry it^ on, as the Butch and Aihcricans do,, with 
little credit and little advantage. 

Having now no particular business to detiio the embassy 
longer at Canton, and unwilling to trespass further the 
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hospitality of tlie court of China, at whose expense we have 
been entertained ever since we landed in the enipitc (they 
not permitting us to nmiatain ourselves, though often j)ressed 
by me, and intreated to let us do so) f told the viceroy of 
niy intention of going to Macao, and of waiting there till' 
oiir ships should bc' ready to sail for England uiuler the 
Icon’s convoy ; and to prevent his taking Umbrage, or 
imagining that 1 was not perfectly pleased with niy reception 
and residence here at Canton (which have certainly been as 
honorable and agreeable to me as possible), 1 put ,niy removal 
chiefly uj)on the state of my health, which has been much 
ini])aired, and which it is thought the sea air would 
favoraljle tV). 1 fixed with him the time of my departure I'or 
to-inoiTow, and as I proposed to embark from the wharf* of 
the factory, I invited him to breakfast with me there, in 
order that J might hjiyc the opprirtunity (which he had 
bcf'orc promised to ^nie) of introducing and recommending 
the Company’s commissioners to him, to the P\i/en and 
to the [iou-pou in the most public and the most distinguished 
manner. Ih* was particularly inquisitive about the nuturc 
of these gcntlcnjcn's office and their nink ; I endeavored to 
e.xplain the matter to him, as well as 1 could ; but there is 
no making the Chinese understand the wide difference there 
is bctwci^i an English merchant and a merchant of any other 
nation. 

Wednesday, Janujury 8th. Ibis day^at ten o’eldfck A. M. 
we set out from our quarters, and crossed over the river to the 
Eoj^isb faistory, where I was met by tlie viceroy, tlic /Vye;/, 
the Jlou^poUi end the other pruudpal Mandarines. I pre« 
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farcwcl tokett o^^tlicir rcmcmbmnce. Their rcsjKjctivc du- 
tioh and^,<*inplo3%icnts.now call them away to very distant 
pravinceii» and they are not likely to sec a^y of us again. 
Of this little attention I tncrclbrc confess myself the more 
so!»ible : Imt I contidor it in two ways, as €(|ually intended 
to I)c a mark of their public consideration for us, attaching 
^to their chamcteis as men of high station in this country, 
qnd of particular regard to us as their private friends of 
another, 

Chon-ta-gitt is u man of letters and capacity. lie stan<ls 
*hjuli in the opinion of the viceroy, whose universal reputa- 
tion, joined to his connexion with the imperial family, 
Mill probably elevate him one day to the fust situation ai 
court. I have more than once talked witli Chou-fa^gin on 
the subject of otiiec and preferment, and from his prospects 
of advantage Ix'ing enlarged by what he has seen here ; his 
pix tensions heightened by llis connexion with us, and his 
ambition dilated by the patronage of the vicemy, I think it 
not at all improbable that ho %ay be soou sent here in a 
high employment. The place of Hou^pou, which is usually 
of three years’ duration, seems to be the object of Ins present 
Aiews, ^Jlonoi^i^mutnnl morest and it is ])ossibic that pro- 
motion migl^^!|^Vj^the same effect upon him, as upon Ins 
predecessors, he is of an age, before which a man's 
pnneiplcs have , itsucmy 'Iwen settled . and his chartK'trr 
derided, I have rcajftjn to believe that, if he ever obti^is the 
ap^voiiitment, wc shall receive tlicliiost essential advantages 
by it^'li^^tlfroiii^ very circumstance of his connexion with 
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us, our addrebs to him and management of him would rc- 
(Hiire the more care and dexterity. 

Tlu* commissioners Mcssieiu*s Browne and Jackson, and 
Mr. Hall the secretary, came and dined with us on board 
the liion. We expected Mr. Irwin ; but his illness deprived 
us of the pleasure of his company. 

Friday, January 10th. AVc fell down the river below tlic 
first bar, and anchored for the night. 

t 

Saturday, January 11th. We set sail this morning, with 
hopes of being able to get below the second bar ; but the 
wind heading us, wc were under'thc necessity of coming to an 
anchor. 

Sunday, January 12th. This day we passed tlic second 
bar, and then came to an anchor lor the night. 

Monday, January 13tb. At eight o’clock A. M. wc made 
sail, and in about a couple of hours passed the two forts which 
have Iwen erected by tlic Chinese to guaixl ,lbc mouth of the 
Pf-kimig-hot as they call it, or thef Bocca Tigris, as it is 
usually stiled by the Europeans from the Portuguese denomi- 
nation. Tire lesser fort is built on a small island to the west, 
the principal one is on the m^u land, with a steep hill rising 
close ^hind it. Both of them very despicable in our eyes, 
wlicn viewed in the light of defence. Th^ arc a great many 
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embrasures; but several arc unturuisbccl with guns, and of 
the few jjuns which they have, the largest docs not c\cccd a 
six pounder. 1’hc passage between the two forts is less tliuu 
a mile across, and any ship might go fhrongh it, almost 
harmless, with the wind and the tide in her favor. As «c 
sailed bv, the Chinese made a prodigious military parade, 
manned the walls with a numerous garrison, and extended 
an (“neainpnient 'of five hundred or six hundn'd men all 
along tlie eastern beach, with their standards, colors, streamers, 
music, and other aj)purtenance3 of war. There were several 
armed junks lying in the road, crowded with sohlicrs, who 
took great pains to show themselves on the deck ; but ditl 
not salute us as the forts did, having nothing but swivels 
mounted on their quarters,, though they had several sham- 
ports below. 'Fhe largest of them did not ap))car to exceed 
two hundred and fifty t<»ns. It is said, that there is another 
pa^sa ^^5 behind the eastern %’t of Anunehoi, leading into 
the eountiy to the north-east above Canton, by which the 
largest ships may run up within a short distance of that city ; 
but the Chinese keep it a secret from Kuropcans as imich as 
possible, and endeavor to prevent any thing laiger than a 
boat from navigating it. 

In the afikdrnoon, at four o’clock, wc carnc to an an- 
chor in five fatbomfi v«atcr in Macao roads, the town bearing 
west about six mifes distant. Lieiitcnant-coloncl Henson and 
liieiitcnant Campbell went ashore in the pinnace. From the 
deck we sec the Jackall, the Clarence, anti a large Portu- 
guese ship all at anchor in the mouth of the Typu. 
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'J’ucsdaj, January 14lh. It blew very hard all this day till 
four o’clock P. when (the weather moderating a little) the 
»o\ertiar’s boat <ientnred out %rlth his ald>de>camp on board, 
who cams with the governor's compliments, and an offer of 
Ids l>csl services. 

I 

M'edncsday, January l^th. Tins day at ten o'clock A. M. 
f Mcnt on shore at Macao, with all the gentlemen of the etu- 
Imssy, and tvas received at landing by the governor Don 
Manuel Fmto and the disembargador Don Lazaru de Sih a 
rerreira, who is the princi]>al cbil officer of the place. A 
company of foot, mostly negroes and mulattos, but com- 
manded by EttJX)pcan* officers, were drawn up in military 
order on the quay, and endeavored to make as good an ap- 
pearance as they could j their undersize, motley c()mples.ion, 
and shabby regimentals impmssed us, however, with no ^cry 
high ideas in tlicir favor. 

We were very handsomely entertained at dinner by the go- 
vernor, 'who is a well-bred reasonable man, of about foilv 
years old, and has the rank of Lieutenant-colonel in the Poi. 
tugucse sei*vici*. Ilis wife, a native of Goa, is of an agicoahlo 
figure, and did 'the honors of her house extrQulcly well. 'J’lu- 
discmbargaddr lias parts, observation, and address, and sj^cak- 
scry good French. 

hlost of the gentlemen of the embassy are lotiged at tlM= 
English factory. My quarters 6rc at a hpuse in the* wppei 
part of the town rented by Mr. Dmuunoikl, who ha.s been s( 



TO THE EMPEROR OP CHINAN. 


4Ci; 

s*ood as l() lend it to me ilurin« his jd)si'n< ('. It is most ili»- 
Imhtliillv silnatrd, and has a M'vy plrasant luinantio «>ard(*n 
ad|oini<i(> to it of considi'rahU' cvtonf. Tlu* ti adit uni ol 
Macao s:i_^s it u as liimicily the habitation of th-* tclcbiatisl 
C.in:<>i'ns, and that licrc he eoinposed his liiisiatl. 

At this place ue piopo^e to stay till our hi'ineward-lHunul 
ship^, now thiiti'cn in all, are reatlv to sail (uhii h it is imIcu- 
lal'‘d Mill l)<‘ in less than six necks) and then pioeeed on tlx 
Lion, Us their couNoy, to Kn«land. 

T now close inv China Journal, in mIiicIi 1 haxt* \Mitt“n 
don n the transactions and oceurrenci's of niy embassy, and 
my traM'ls throu«li this oinpiu', exact Iv as tlaw passiul an 1 
U' they struck nu* at the time. 'I’o thi'sc I have added, in llu 
Apjnaidix, a few papers relative to some part iculais which I 
w'us desirous to be inlbinnal uj>on. 'J’hi'y could not be in- 
serted in tlieii proper places, as it was rna|iienti\ a lont; lime 
after I had madi* my iiujunies bejorr I could obtain the an- 
svv'eis, and when I diti obtain them, 1 w'as ob!ii>eU to follow 
them up with fuither impuiies for explanation. 

Should any accident throw this |onrnal inuha th(‘ e>es <>t 
a straii'icr unaciluainted with me and tlii' conntiy 1 am now 
(piiltinsi, he mi^;ht possioly iinamiu' that I had, too nnu h m- 
dn!i;ed myself m local desciiption and political « oii|4‘ctnre, 
but nothiiuj; I'ould be moie iallaeious than to |nd<;e ol’‘(’liin<i 
by any l''uiopeau staiularil. My soli' view has been to repie- 
si ut thiiins piecisclj as the\ impressed me. I had loiiji a' 
customed m^’self to lake mnnites of wliaU ver ap[MMjed ol a 
VOL. jr. .‘3 f. 
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curious or interesting nature) and such scenes asl have lately 
visited were not likely to obliterate my habits or to relax 
my diligence. 1 regular!}' took notes and memorandums of 
the business I was engaged in and the objects 1 saw* partly 
to serve for iny own use and rcrolleetion, and partly to 
amuse the hours of a tedious and painful employment) but 
I will not flatter myself that they can be of much advantage 
or entertainment to others. 


SMD OP THS JOVRSAL. 
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Manners and Chardeter of the Chinese. 

If I venture to say any thing upon the Manners and Cha- 
racter of the Cliincse, I must begin by confessing that I am 
very far fnim being a competent judge of them. Though 
assisted by an honest and al)lc interpreter; though ]k>s- 
sessed of many advantages from the intercourse which my 
station afforded me with persons of the first rank and abilities, 
and from the extent of my travels through the country of 
Cliiua ; yet I am sensible that it was impossible to avoid 
falling into fre(|uent mistakes. From my not knoAviiig the 
language ; from sometimes misconceiving tho.se who did ; 
from misinterpreting looks and gestures, where our hands 
and our eyes were to perform the offices of our tongues and 
our cars, 1 may have formed wrong judgments, and have 
deceived myself; but as 1 do not inean that pthei’s should 
be deceived, 1 fairly own my disadvantages, and give pre- 
vious notice of the nature of the information that may be 
expected from me. It will be chiefly the result of what 1 
saw and heard upon the spot, however imperfectly, not of 
what I had read in books or been told in Europe. 

3 o 2 
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ft should never be absent from our recollection that there 
are now two - distinct nations in GKina (though generally eOh- 
founded together by Kuropcans) tlie Chinese and theTartars> 
whose characters essentially differ, notwithstanding their ex- 
ternal ap|K?arancc be nearly the same, and whose minds must 
uatui'ally be .<liffcrently benf by the circumstances ’svhich re- 
spectively govtirn them. They are both subject to the most 
absolute authority that can be vested in. a prince, but with 
this distinction, that to the Chinese it is a foreign tyranny ; 
to the 'farturs a domestic ddsjjotism. 'I’he hitter consider 
tiirtnsclves as, in some degree, {)artakers of their sovereign’s 
dominion over the former, and that imagination may perhaps 
somewhat console tlicm under the pressure of his power upon 
themselves; like fhc house servants anil house negroes 
Ix'longing to a great landlord in liivonia, or planter in 
.htmaica, who, thongh serfs themselves, look down upon the 
peasantry and field ni'grocs of the estate as much their 
inferiors. 

If ojtinions were solely to be formed of China and its 
inhabitants, from the aecounts of the fii’st travellers and 
cviMi of later missionaries, they woulil often lie inadequate 
’‘and unjust : f<»r lliose wiilers, although they probably did 
not mean to deal in fiction, yet when they tlo tell the truth, 
tlu'y do not always tell the whole truth, which is a modi; of 
narration that loails.,^ error almost as much as falsehood 
itself. 

When Marco Polo, the Venetian, visited China in the 
thirteenth century, it was about the time of the conquest of 
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China by the western or Mong6l Tartars, witli Kulihii-kltan, 
a gniiKlson of Gengis-khant at their head. A little before 
thnt, period (he Chinese had reached their highest pitch of 
eiviii/atioi) : and 110 doubt they were then a very civilixcil 
]>('()pli' in < ()inparison of their Tartar conquerors, and tla ir 
iMiiop. aii contemporaries i but not having inipimcd and 
advancf.'d forward, or having rather gone 'back, at least for 
these liundrcd and fdty years since the last contjnest 
bv the northern or Mahtchoit Tartars, whilst we have been 
cvc;ry day rising in arts and sciences, they are actually be- 
come a sonii-barbarous people in coniparison with the present 
nations of Europe. Hence it is that they rclaiii the vanity, 
conceit, and pretensions that arc usually the concomitants of 
half-knowledge ; and that, though during their intercourb<j 
witli the end^assy, they jierceivcd many of (lie advantages 
we had over them, they seemed rather surprised than morti- 
fied, and sometimes allected not to sec what they could not 
avoid feeling. In their address to strangers they are not 
restrained by any bushfidness or mauvninc lumtc, but present 
themselves with an easy confident air, as if they considered 

'1 

themselves tlie superiors, and that nothing in their nianiuMs 
or appearance could be found defcctive'or inaceuralcr. 

Their ceremonies^ of demeanor, Avhich consist of various 
evolutions of the body, in elevating and inclining the. heail, 
in bending or stiffening the knc<s in joining theiv hands to- 
gether and then disengaging them, with a hundred other 
mana?uvrcs, they consider as the higlie.st p«-vfi;i-lion Oi’ good 
breeding and deportment ; and look upon most other nations, 
who are not expert in this polite disciplim;, as little bcUt ^ 
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than barbarians. Nevrrtlieless Imving once shown off and 
exhausted all these tricks of behaviour* they an* to re- 
lapse into ease and familiarity* and seem ne\t r '(> laippy as 
M'hcn indulging in free convcmition with thos(‘ Avlioni jIi(*\ do 
not distrust ; for they are nalttrally lively, lo(pia( ions, and 
g«>ed-liuinorcd. They were certainly iinieh surprisc'd to lind 
us so mild, sociable* and cheerful. 

^riic court character is a singular mixture of ostentatious 
hospitality and inbred suspicion, ceremonious civility and 
real rudeness, sluulowy complaisance and substantial ])cr- 
vcrscncss ; and this prevails through all the departments 
connected with the court, although somewhat modilied by the’ 
personal disposition of those at their head ; but as to that 
gcmiiiic jjoliteness, which distinguishes our manners, it can- 
not l)c expected in Orientals, considering the light in which 
they regard the female world. 

Among the Chinese themselves, society chiefly consists of 
('ertaiu stated forms and expressions, a calm, equal, cold 
deportment, studied, hypocritical attentions, and hypcrl)olical 
protossions. 

Where women arc exclud(‘d fn>m appearing, all delicacy 
«)f taste an<l sentiment, the softness of addjvss, the graces of 
v'legant converse, the play of the passions, the refincmenls of 
love and friendship, must of necessity be banished. In their 
j»laee, gross familiarity, coarse pleasantry, and broad allu- 
sions are indulged in, but without that honesty and expan- 
sion of heart which we have sometimes observed to arise 
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.on snch occasions among ourselves. Morality is a mere 
pretence in their pnictice, though a common topic of ihcir 
discourse. Science is an intruder, and gaining the rcsonrcc. 
An attachment to this vice accompanies even the lonest 
Chinese wherever he goes. No change of country tli\osls 
liiin of it. I Jiuvc been assuted that the Chinese settled ni 
our new colony at the Prince of Wales’ island, pay not lcs>» 
than ten thousand dolla'rs per annum to the govcrninenl for a 
licence to keep gaming-houses and sell opium. 

E\rry Chinese who aspires to preferment attaches him- 
self I0 soineM’artar of consequence, and prolt'sses the utmost 
dc\otiou to his scr\ice; but sucl^is the strong and hulieal 
dislike in the client to the patnin, that scarci'ly any bcn<*fits 
can remove it and plant gmtitude in its place. As the 
nature of depeiuleuee is to grow false, it cannot be wondered 
at if these Chinese are not strict observers of truth. 1 'hey 
have intlecd so little idea of its moral obligation, that they 
promise 3011 every thing you desire, without the slightest 
intention of performance, and then violate their promises 
without scruple, having had no motive for making them 
that I could pereeiM', unless it were that they imagined 
what they said might be agreeable to you just at the mo- 
ment. When, dcte<*ted or reproached they make light of 
the matter themselves, and appear neither surprised nor 
ashamed; but nevertheless it wase\idcnt that they fiartieu- 
larly remarked our punctuality and our stri<-t at<oiition to 
truth in all our transactions with them, and jc'-jicctcd us 
accordingly. 
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AKlioiigb Ihr (UllcrcMirc of ranks bp perhaps more distinctly, 
luaiked in China than in any nlhcr c(»untry, }ct I often ob- 
‘('ived that the Alai.dniines tieat their donnstic servunU 
nith great eoiidcseensjon, and talk to them ^vitli good na- 
tnre and f.mnhiirit}'^ ; but in return an unieiuitted attention 
and obodieiK'e are expected and never withhold. 

A Chinese family is regulated with the same* regard to 
suliordination and economy that is ob‘«ei\ed m the govern- 
ment of a state ; the paternal authority, though unlimiti'd, is 
usually exercised with kindness and indulgence. Jn China 
childivn aie nidceil somclnnes solil, and infants exposed by 
tlic jiareuts, bnt only in cij^es of the most hopidess imligi'iice 
and misorv, when tiu'y must inevitably perish if kept at 
home; but when tin* thread of attachment h not thus 
snapped asunder by the anguisli of the parent, it every day 
irrovvb htvongi'r and becomes indissoluble for life. 

There is nothing more striking in the Chinese character 
through all ranks than this most respectable union. Alfct- 
lioii and duty ualk hand in hand, and never desire a sepa- 
TiVtion. 'I'he fondness of the father is I’onstantly felt and 
alwavs iiierca.siiig ; the dcjieiulcnce of the son is perfectly 
understood by him ; he never wishes it to 1x5, lessened. Jt 
is not neeessaiy to coax or to cheat the child into the cutting 
oil* an entail, or th(' charging his inheiitanee with a moitgage ; 
it IS not iK'ci'ssary to inipurtuiic the father for an irrtTocabIc 
'fttleuu'iit. According to Chinese ideas, Iheie is but one 
mteust u) a family: any other- supposition would bo unna- 



uii4,«tif9J^ cIuW is a mdnst^r tliat 
|Mi)Qq i t^!^$ even after marriage, coit- 
the ihoftt parj Jt»‘ live, "iii. the , father h houie ; the 
llie*Wh 9 le j^in%‘i» thretTn italo' on* common stock 
rtiitdelr the aoie m'anagcti^nt of 'the parent a/ter whose death 
like eldest son d^en retains aathont^t'aud conUimcH 

in the same union wUH his yoanjter brothers. 

The houses the bt^ttor sort, e^hilnt a certain' show of 
grandeur and magniScence, and even of taste, and elegance 
in their decorations; but at the same time discover, at 
least to our eyes, evident marks "of, discomfort and incoim'- 
iiience. There is a want of useful furniture. They luue 
indeed lanterns of gauze and paper and horn and dia]>ha<- 
nous gum, most beautifully coloitid and disposed ; and they 
lia\c tables, couches, and 'chairs, loosely covered with rich 
carpctiug, with gold, and silver damasks, and other silks; 
but they ha^e no buixiaux, commodes* lustres, or lookings 
.glasses ; they have no sheets to their beds, neither docs tlieir 
bedding itself seem well adapted or agreeable, 'i’hcy do not 
undress themselves entirely as we do, when they go to rest ; 
but lay themselves down upon aU'oved benches, which are 
spread wiUi a single mat or tliin mattress, and adjusted with 
small pillows and cushions. Tlicir apartments arc not well 
contvivcil or distributed, according to our ideas of utility and 
propriety, having seldom any d*>ors that shut with locks or 
}>ro{ier fustenings ; but in lien of them screens and curtains, 
winch are removed or drawn back as occasion requires. In 
the cold weather they are warmed by flues undcr^the floor ; 
for there ace neither stoves, fire-^places, nor fire-grates in the 
■ voi.. n. S 11 
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rooms ; but sometitties brasiers filled witfi charcoal are brought 
in and occasionaily renewed. 

The people, even of the first rank, though so fond of dress 
as to change it usually sereral times id a day, are yet in their 
persons and customs frowzy and uncleanly. * Their outward 
garment of ceremony is richly embroidered with sDks of 
diilcrent colors (those of the 'highest class, of all with golden 
dragons), and their common habit is of plain silk, or fine 
broad cloth ; but their drawers and their wmAcoats (of which 
they usually wear several according to the season) are not 
very frequently shifted. They wear neither knit nor woven 
stockings; but wrap their legs round with a coarse cotton 
stuff, over which they have constantly drawn a pair of black 
satin boots witliout heels, but with soles nearly an idch in 
thickness. In summer every body carries a fan in his hand, 
and is flirting it incessant]3^ 

They wear but little linen or calico, and what they do 
wear is extremely coaise and ill washed, the article of soap 
not being employed by them. They seldom have recourse to 
|)Ocket haudkerchiefs, but spit about the rooms without 
mercy, blow their noses in their fingers, and wipe them with 
their sleeves, or upon any thing near them. This practice is 
univeraal, and wfiat is still more abominable, I one day 
observed a Tartar of distinction call his servant to hunt in 
his neck for a louse that was troublesome to him. 

At their,^ meals they use no towels, napkins, table-cloths, 
flat plates, glasses, knives .nor forks; but help themsclve 

7 
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tnth tiheir fingeri, or with their chop>sticks, which are made 
of wood or ivory» about six inches long, round, and smool^, 
and not Hept very cleanly. Their meat is served up ready 
cut in small bowls, each guest having a separate bowl to 
himself. Seldom more than two sit together 'at the same 
table, and never above four. !rhey are all foul feeders, 
and eaters of garlick and strong>sccntcd vegetables, and 
drink mutually out of die same cup which, though some- 
times rinsed, is never washed or wiped clean. They make 
use of little Vin^ar, no olive oil, cyder, ale, beer, or grape 
wine; their chief drink is tea, or liquors distilled or propaicd^ 
from rice and other vegetatllcs, of different degrees of strength ' 
according to their taste, some of which are tolerably agree- 
able and resemble strong Madeira. 

llicy almost all smoke tobacco and consider it as a coni- 
]>limciit to offer each other a whiff of the%ftipcs. I’hey also 
lake snuft’, preferring that of Brazil when they can get it, 
but in small <piantitic8, not in that beastly profusion which 
is often pnictiscd in Bngland, even* by soiiu* ol* our fine 
l.ulies, 

'I’licy have no water-closets nor jiropcr places of retirement; 
the necessaries are, in general, quite public and open ; and 
die ordure is continually removing from them, which occa- 
sions a stench in almost every place one ajiproachcs. 

They^have no wheel-carriages ‘ for travelling built on a 
belter construction than that of a higlcr’s cart ; the best of 
the kind are set upon four clumsy wheels, and drawn by 
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five hoi-scs or n&ttles, two abn*Qst in Uie shafts* and three* 
leaders before them, 'riiey are without spjiugs* amb. 

cousequcatly very uneasy. ^I'iio saddths* bridlics* and ac- 
coutrements of their horacs are inelegant ^ and ill-contrived, 
much heavier than is requisite, and etjually inconvenient to 
the beast and his rider, Although so iimch prejudiced ,»u 
favor of Uicir own custcnn's and foshiohH* they could not. 
after some time, witlistand ,tbc sujMiriori^y of tairs in a va- 
riety of instances^ The lightness, ncatuess,' and conuuodi- 
ousness of my post-chaise, in which 1 travelled to Gchol, 
they w'crc quite dcHglltcd tyitb ; but tbo fearlessness and 
celerity and safety witli which iny postilions drove it along 
almost petrified them with astonishment. The elegance and 
fiaisl)ing of our saddles and other parts of horse-furniture* 
particularly struck the Tartars, somh of whom 1 should 
think arc npt unlikely to adopt fbcm by degrees. 

'v * ^ 

Our knives, fork^ spoons, and a thousand little trifics of 
personal conveniency were singulaily acceptable to every 
lx)dy, and will probably become soon of considerable de- 
mand, although the government is certainly averse to all 
novelties, and wishes to discountenance a taste for any 
foreign article that is not absolutely necessary ; hut luxury is 
stronger than law, ,and it is the prerogative of wcaltl) to draw 
from abroad what it cannot find at home. One great advan- 
tage indccil of the embassy is the opportunity it otforded of 
showing the Chinese to what a high degree of perfection the 
English nation had carried all the arts and accomplishments 
of civiliacd life ; that their manners were calculated for the 
improvement of social intercourse and libeml commerce; 
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that tjiotigh great and powerful they ‘were generous aud 
hUiuane^ not lierce and iin[}cUiuns like the JUissUiiis, but 
en^tled to the rcspcc't ami preference of the Chine'»e alcove 
the other European 'nations, of whom they have any htiow- 
led^. llxis ^vorable impression of the English churueter 
may be confirmed and improved in them by a continuance 
of our own attention and cautious conduct. The rcsU'iction 
and discipline of Qur seamen at Canton are among the proper 
regulations for this purpose, not to mention some other 
arrangements that will naturally be made there, in consc- 
(juence of the ground we now stand upon. 

I'hc common people of China arc a strung hardy racts 

patient, industrious, ami much given to trafiic aud ail the 

arts of gain ; cheerful and loquacious under the scvei'cst 

labor, and by no means that sedate, tranquil , people they 

have been ivprcsentcd. Jn their jpint efforts and exertions 

they work witli incessant vociferation, oftmt angrily scold otic 

anothcj, and seem ready to proceed to blows, but scarcely 

c\cr come to that extremity;. 'Hie inevitable severity of the 

law |>i'obahly restrains them ; for the loss of u life is always 

punished by the death of the ot|cn(ler, even though he acted 

merely in self-defence, aud without any malice aforcx 

thought. 

« 

Siqtei'sthious and suspicious in their temper they at iirat 
appeared shy and apprehensive of us, being full of preju- 
dices against strangers, of whose cunning and ferocity a 
thousand ridiculous tales had been propagat<xd and, perhaps, 
indostriously encouraged by the governmeuf, whose polilual 
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system seems to be, to endeavor to persuade the people that 
they aie already perfect, and can therefore learn nothing from 
utliers ; but it is to little purpose : a nation that docs not 
advance must retrograde, and finally fall back to barbarism 
and misery. 

A Chinese boy, who was appointed to wait upon young 
(/corge Staunton, would not, for along time, trust himself to 
sleep in the house with our European servants, being afraid, 
lie said, that they would eat him. The Chinese however, at 
all the *sea-pof ts where we touched, were quite free from 
these foolish notions; and, I flatter niyself, that the embassy 
will have cftoctually removed them in all the provinces through 
which it passed. 

A 

'riic lower sort most heartily detest the IVIandariues and per- 
s«)ns in authority, whose arbitrary power of jiiinishing, oppress- 
ing, ami insulting them they fear; whose injustice they feel; 
and whose rapacity they must feed. I’he Mandarines lliem- 
sehes are ecpially at tlie mercy of their superiors, the niinis- 
tt'rs and colaos of the court, and arc punishable hy eonfisea- 
tion. and even In death, not only for their own oflences. hut 
for what ot lid's may do amiss w’itliin the jurisdiction of their 
•Icpurtnidit. 'rhey an- n'sjiousiblc for whatever happens in 
the place where their uutbonly extends; accident is con- 
«.tui(*d into intention, and unavoidable error into wilful ne- 
U'cet. Hut this is not all, for the penalty is often inflicted 
di tlieofl«‘nderi> whole family', as well as on the oft'ender him- 
'.c'lr. The ininistei’s and colaos too arc liable to any indignity 
vrhieh the eajiricc' of the emperor may chance to dictate. 
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llie bamboo is one of the grand instruments of discipline, 
from which no rank nor elevation is exempt .or secure. The 
emperor's nearest relations, even his own sons, are subject to 
it ; and there are two of thcih now living upon whom it is 
well known to have been inflicted : but this is an argument 
of obedience which will probably one day refute itself. 

Although the emj)eror, as the father of his people, affects 
and professes impartiality, aud wishes to have it understood 
that lie makes no distinction between 'I’artars and Chinese, 
neither Tartars nor Chinese arc imposed upon by the pre- 
tence. The care taken to preserve the Mautchoo language 
among all the Tartars settled in China forms ‘one iinequi- 
voeal lino of demarcation, exclusive of the others Avhich T 
liaic occasionally taken notice of in these slu'cts. After a 
sliort residenre in the country, I found no difliculty in ilistin- 
guisliiiig a 'i’arlar from a Chinese, although their mode of 
dress and forms of behavior are precisely the same ; hut there 
w'as always something (I know not well how to dcsi'rihe it, 
quod sentw iantum) that iudicaled the diiKTcncc in a 
moment. 

fu any attempt at a general sketch of the maniiets and 
chaiaeter of a nation, candor aiul experience will naturally 
suggest a number of exceptions, and Christian charity will 
make large allowances. 'I’he composition of loankiiui, in all 
countries, is a mixture of the same mate-rials, tliough blended 
in different proportions ; but there is usually one particului* 
essential ingredient that pervades and Icuvcus the w hole mass. 
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«s fntui a prodoininaling feature results the general cast of 
the roiiutcuance. Jf theiefore the niu|ority of the people, 
\\hom 1 have hern describing, should be less perfect than 
might be wished, it is not Very difficult to conjecture the 
cause.. I’he 'Jartars jKjrhaps imagirte that their own .sellish 
gc>vernn)ent derj\es a good. deal of its vigor even from the uii- 
A\hol|lfomc state of the juices in the body of the nation,; and 
as a healthy constitution might be the consocpiencc of a pro- 
iM-f fermtmtation of them, the interested physician, who 
\/jshcs to keep the patient as long as possible under his hands, 
will be in no haste to cure a disease whose duration he thinks 
may be long protracted without becoming fatal. The fanll 
therefore is Wss in the people than in those who have the care 
of them. 

If among others, with whom wc were c<ytvemnr, wc* met 
with a few superior charactci's, their merit is entirely their 
owm; and to themselves, not to education or example, tliey 
chiefly owe those \ irtucs and good qualities by which we dis- 
linguiijhcd them ; for notwithstanding the high-flown culo- 
giums to be found in books of Chinese morality, it is in 
general of a very flimsy texture and little understood': the 
line! lire is more relished than the essence ; the frame is more 
admired than the picture ; the parade of duty almost stifles 
llie duty itself. 

It so happened that of our four principal connections, the 
colao the viceroy Chan-ta-giiit and our constant 

companions I'an-ta-gin and Chou-la^gint two w'crc 'fartars 
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aiut tm) Cliinrsc ; and although their respective nationalities 
could not escape' us, yet they, seemed p<Tfcctly united in their 
fri'er.dly and honorable conduct towards us, and luado us* 
thewforc the more regret our ill' foitunc in having known so 
few others that resembled tlicin. 

As my knowledge of the female world in China was v<ery 
limited, 1 have little to say upon the subject ; but it may 
not be improper to say that little. 

r 

The women of the low'or sort arc much weather-beaten, and 
b}' no means handsome, lloauty is soon withered by early 
and frequent parturition, by hard labor and scanty fare. 
Tlicy liavc liowtn ct a smart air, which arises partly from their 
ina''ner of tying up their Iwir on the crown of their heads, 
and intei-bpeising il uilh flowers and other ornaments, fii 
the neighborhood of Pekm I met some ladies of the higher 
ranks in their carriages, who appeared to )iavc fair com- 
plexions and delicate features. .They were all painted, as 
indeed arc man}' of the inferior cla|ses. 

'J’liore is no law to prohibit intermarriages between the 
Tnrt.u's and the Chinese, Imt they very seldom intermarry. 
'I'lic ^Matitehoo and Mongol ^Vtare eliierty marry together, 
tind scarcely ever with any of the other 'larUtv tribes. The 
Manteboos often give large portions with their daughters ; 
the reverse is the ease among the Cliincsc, where tin', parent 
usually receives a consideration or handsome present from his 
-ton-iu-law, 
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7 lie Tartar laclics have lti<herto kept their legs at liberty, 
aiid have not submitted to the Chhiese operation of crippling 
the feet, thougli, it is said, that many of their husbands were 
desirous of introducing it ihto their families. I made many 
iniiuiiics relative to lliis strange practice, but with little satis- 
iactiou. Chott>'ia*fitn admitted that no very good reason could 
be ciu'ii for it. Its being an ancient custom was the best he 
eoiild assign, and' he confessed that a religious adherence to 
ancient ctistbin^^ without much in^cstigalion of their origin, 
was a^prirtcipal feature in the Chinese chanictcr. He aJIbd 
however possibly might have taken its rise from oriental 
jealousyv Whn^h^had ahvays Ix-'cn ingenious in its'contrivaocca 
for securing thb ladies to their fn\neis ; and that certainly a 
g(iod way of kt^ii^g them at home was to make it very trou- 
blesome and painful to thent to gad abroad. 'J'he rendining 
useless and delAjrined* one part of the human body that is 
connate with the xW is little less strange than the practice 
of totally cutting off* another ; and yet we express no disgust 
nor surprize at the operation of circumcision, which prevails 
among a large proportion pf manlrind; and the Italian opera 
has, long recoheiled us to ^he indecency of castration. 

It is inconceivable from whence arises the dissatis&ction at 
our natural form, that seems to be felt by the whole human 
species, from the politest natiens of £urope to tlic most bar- 
barous islanders of the South Seas. Boriiig tibe ears, painting 
the fece, and dusting and plaisteritQig the hair with powder 
and grease, are equally faidiimiable in libodtm^and Otaheitc; 
but this perverseness and dis6guiati<m ifre not confined to 
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oimclres, but extended by tts to tbc inferior creation. A 
nobte lord of my acqtiaitibincc in trclaiid contri\cd to put 
out all the eyes of Ai^gus, and extiiigimh the hrUliant 
plumage of his peacocks, artd to^propagatc in tlieir stead u 
bteed of whites, greys and cream colora. lljc good wives of 
l^orking have added a raipermuucrary claw to all the chirkcn^ 
of their liatching ; and our jockeys, by^lieir docks and crops, 
their faU'taiU, short tails, and no tails at all, make Uiuir horsev 
as little like what God made them as can pcMibly be imagined. 
We find beauty in defects, and we create defects where we do 
not find tUcin. 

I by no means w isli to apologise for tlic Chinese custom 
of squeezing their women’s petitocs into the slices* of an in- 
fant, which, I think, an infernal distortion ; yet so much arc 
people subject to bo warped and blinded by fashion, that 
every Cliiiu'sc alxivc the vulgar considers it as a fentalc ac-. 
complishinent not to be .dispensed with. Nay, a reverend 
apostolic missionary at Pekin assured me that, in love affairs, 
the glimpse of a little fairy foot was to u Chinese a most pow- 
erful provocative. Perhaps, after all, we arc not quite free 
from a little folly of tlK||samc kind ourselves, W'c have not 
yet indeed pushed it to the extreme which the Cliinese have 
done, yet arc we such admirers of it that, what with light 
shoes, high heels, and ponderous buckles, if our ladies’ feci 
am not crippled, they are certainly very much contracted, 
and it is impossible to say where the abiidgmcnt will stop. 
It is not a great many years agg that in England thread- 
paper waists, steel stays, and tight lacing svere in high 
fashion ; and the ladies’ shapes were so tapered dow'u J'ruui 
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the bosom to the liips» that there was some danger' of break- 
ing off in the middle upon any exertion. No woman was 
thought worth having who measured above eighteen inches 
round at the girdle. At pre^nt a contrary mode prevails : 
Priot^s comeliness of side is exploded, and protuberance is 
procured wherever ib can be fittal. But the Chinese ladies, 

like other Asiatics, never alter the costume of their dress ; and 
1 suppose th(* gowns they now wear arc much of the same . 
cut as tiiosc of' tltcir ancestors l)eforc the Hood ; but though 
die habit is the same, (hey arc ])crlmps a little more change- 
able and co(j|uet(i$h than their ancestors were in the choice 
and disposition of Hicir ornaments. 

Tlic shift is of silk netting, the waistcoat and drawers are 
usually of silk, and trimmed or lined with furs in cold ivcatlMn' , 
over all they wear a long sattin robe made full aM#loobc, 
which is gracefully gathered round the wmst and colWned uith 
a sash. These different members pf thpir apparel are usually 
each of a different color ; and, in the selecting and contrasting 
of them, the taste and fancy of the wearer are usually displayed. 

They adorn and set off their huii^ith ribbons and Howcis, 
with bodkins, .mock jicarls, or real ones below a certain sixe ; 
but wear neither poivdcr nor pomatum, diamonds nor fea- 
thers. Many of the mysteries of an European toilet they 
have never heard of, though perfectly versed in all those of 
their, own, to which they devote no small portion of their time. 
They have not yet been in!|tiate<l in the secrets of captivation 
'by false pa'tenccs and love swindling, or of eking out a ske- 
leton figure by a cork nimp, a muslin bosom and a bucknuit. 
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stomacher ; for though they reckon corpulence a beauty in a 
mail, they think it a most palpable blemish in their own sex ; 
they therefore pay jiarticular attention to the slimness of their 
shape, and have the art of preserving it in all its case and de> 
licacy without effort or compression. 

Though a Chinese lias properly but one wife at the head 
of his iainily, the number ' of his concubines depends on his 
own r)pulonce and discretion. , So far, in this point, Chinese 
uiul Kuropcan manners seem pretty much alike ; but they 
differ widely in another : the mistresses of a Chinese live in 
toli'fable harmony together in the same house, and even 
under the authority of the wife, who adopts and educates 
Ihoir children; and these children inherit from the father 
etjually with her own. 

T have been the less reserved in what I Itavc said upon 
this subject, because I was willing to convey an impartiiii 
idea of some , things in China which, to our local vanity and 
prejudice, appear monstrous or incredible. Nor was I sorry 
to have this opportunity of remarking how little right we have 
to despise and ridicule other nations on the mere account of 
their differing from us in little points of manners and dr(\ss, 
us we can very nearly match Ihcin with similar follies and ab- 
surdities of our own. 


Religion. 

Tiik project of an alliance between church and stale doi's 
not seem to have entered into the contemplation of the no- 
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Hticians of Cliiiia. Perhaps the pnde of despotism dis« 
diiincd the support of religion, or the wisdom of government 
rendered Uie aid of superstition unnecessary. The Europeans, 
wlio first visited the country, were a^tonwhed to find a ge- 
neral toleration of religious worship and opinions prevail; 
find to oh.H('rvc Lamas aud j^unzes, Veisees, Jews and IVla- 
lioiiiclans living together in peace, and believing, as .they 
jileased, without molestation ; a slate of so^-iely, as yet un* 
i ommon in Europe, and, at that lime, little expected to b.: 
found in Asia. It is theixdbrc not improbable that Clnls- 
tiaus would have enjoyed the same indiilgeiiee, had it not 
been for the rashness of their inissimntries. 'J'he pious n iil 
of thes(‘ good futhci's outran their discretion ; aiul tliey 
seemed desirous of antioipatinj^ic promised call of the (Icn- 
tiles, withont patiently uaitin^br the tiuy of the Lord. I’he 
jealousy of the state was iiumrally alarmed, and measures 
were adopted to repress au innovation whieli, if not regulated, 
might soon become dangerous ; but if it were found innocent, 
might be afterwards allowed : aud now, notwithstanding the 
disturbuiiees at diifeient times, occasioned by their apostolic 
labors, and the persecutions, as they are fond of terming 
them, which have raged agmnst the Christians in Chinn, 
they are neither forbidden tl>e profession nor restrained in the 
exercise of their religion ftt Pekin, where the steeples of 
Christian churches and the pinnacles of Pagan pagodas arc 
to be seen rising in the same city. Tliey enjo^a perfect per- 
sonal toleration, and arc capable of holding offices in the state. 
iNothing more is required of them than not to interrupt the 
public* tranquillity by working at conversions, and fishing for 
proselytes. In Uiesc regulations they now apparently ac- 
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quiesce* and conduct themselves* I believe, witli much more 
prudence and ciFCumspcction than their predecessors; but 
they never lose sight of their vocation : tlrcy arc silently but 
unceasingly employed in raising rcciuits for the church* and 
adding to the number of the elect. Some fear of their neo- 
phytes may perhaps’ be adult persons ; but the greater part ai-e 
foundlings, saved by them from perishing, or 'children pur- 
chased from indigent parents. To aid Ihm iu their pious 
labors, they send some of the mogbprombing of thesq^ youths 
to be educated in the Cliincsc community at Nufics* who* 
at their return* are usually commissioneti into the dbtaut pro- 
TiiKTs. TIjo^c o1‘ them* whom 1 had occasion to know tlic 
best, appeared to be persons of acute understandings, of 
gentle manners and sincere piety ; zealous for the propaga- 
tion of their faith, but possessing little energy or powers of 
pci'suasion. 

Although it is affirmed that there are at present about 
one hundred and fifty thousand Christians in China, the 
iu(ml)cr, at the same time, is confessed to be uuu'h siiialler 
than it was a century or two ago; but I iiuieh question 
whether many of those, who wert' then called Christians, 
could fairly come under that description. The fu'st evange- 
lical adventurers there highly magnified their own merits, 
and the' success of their lalx^rs. 'J'hcy indiscriminately ho- 
nored with the name of Christian every person whom they 
baptized ; and the outward and visible sign was rated as 
equivalent to an inward conviction ; and this, I believe, has 
been pretty much the real history of mo'-t of the otlu'r 
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Oriental inUhions,' wliicU vre read 9 (iich exaggerated accounts 
of in the ** Ldtres Kdifiantes,** aad other Jesuitical publica- 
tion's. Thet’e appear to be indeed seVemr unfiavorable cir- 
( iinistances to the rapid growth of Christianity in China. It 
is attoiKled witli no wbridly advantage to the professor, and 
a Chinese is more’ likely to .be allnred by an iinincdiatc 
tliougli transitolry...t|^hd6^ 'than by a distant reversion, ‘how- 
e\er valualdc*'and^t^tilik> ' 'Bie pmhihition or restriction of 
-sensual |aalifi<^ti()asl in a** despotic country, where there arc 
so few ollbrs, tdbe relished. Confession is re- 

pugnant to die close dnd suspicious character of the nation, 
and pciianCe would but aggravate the misery of him, whose 
inheritance is his laborj and jiovcrty his punishment. Against 
it also is the state of society in China, which excludes uo- 
mcn from their proper share of influence and importance. 
A religion which' retjuircs that women should at stated times 
communieato to priests in private their thoughts and actions, 
must be particularly disgusting to a Chinese liushand, who 
had not himself been suttered to see his wife till the day of 
hib marriage, and who but seldom sutFcrs her afterwards, 
see even jijgjr near relations of another sex. A religion IffS 
that of Mahomet can only be extended by tiolcucc and 
tciTor ; for the natural stubbornness of men does not readily 
give way to novel impressions; but the mild spirit of the 
Gospel is most readily infused through the means of gentle- 
ness, persuasion, and imiierccptiblc jierseverance. 1’hese 
arc the proper instruiiKiits of contetaion, and peculiarly 
belong to the fair sex," whose eloquence, oiv sucii occasions, 
ggves charms to devotion and or^iaments to truth. The 
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earliest stages of Christianity receivocl no small support from 
icinalu agency and example; and for- what show of rtdigion 
still appears in mtr churchei, wc arc surely not a hulu in- 
jdeblcd to the piet\' and uttaidanec of the wommi. 

The missionaries at Pekin, with the exception of one or 
two of the youngest, ap|K*ar perfectly reconciled to their 
situation, lunl to live as contentcdl}’ and hup])ily as they 
probably would do in any other plaec. Among I hem the 
Italians and Preneh arc lK*st inA)nncd, the most learned, 
and the most liberul in their sentiments ; but their coadju- 
tors the Portuguese still rcUuu a considerable share of ancient 
bigotry and rancor. They all wear the Chinese dress, d(‘- 
<|uirc the language of the country, anti, in oufwanl appear- 
ance, art} bcarccly to be distingnislied from the other 
inhabitants. 

1 come now to say a few woixls concerning the profam* 
religious that arc current in China. As lur as 1 could observe 
none of tliein have much iullucncc on the conduct of those 
svho profess them ; whatevtw difference may Iw; in the dogma, 
the morality- is pretty nearly the same, and the pra<‘tice of 
the saute social duties approved and recommended ; but 
men's virtues do not always dcjtcnd on their tbeologicai 
notions ; and the sinners of one .sect are, I believe, seldom 
less numerous than those of another. 

There is propcrl}' no established religion in China, none to 
which any monopoly of particular privileges is attached ; mme 
that excludes the professors of another from office and com- 
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inand. The er^ployntents of the state arc open to all sub- 
jects, whether tho}' jw'ay in a iniao or a pagoda. Of those ' 
deputed by the cui[)cror to attend my- embassy, the legate 
followed; the doetriiic of the Lamas, Fan-ia-gin was a dis- 
ciple of the Bouacs, and Chou-ia-gin a’ Confucionist ; and 
all three were joined together in the same eoinmissioni 

The Tartars for the most part profess the court religion, 
which is the worship* of Fo, according to the doctrine and 
discipline of the grand Delai-Lama, the pope or patriarch of 
Lassa in Thibet, of whom so many fables have been related, 
and sometimes orcditotl in Europe. Eiom the most correct 
accounts of him it appears that he is a kind of ecclesiastical 
sovereign, under the direction of a regency, whose dominions 
arc in themselves very considerable ; but whose spiritual 
jurisdiction stretches from the shores of the Caspian to the 
sea of Kamschatka, and from the mountains of Boutan 
to the Frozen Ocean, an extent of belief not inferior to that tif 
Islamisin or Christianity, and hitherto as flourishing as either. 
The emperor Kkn-Lung^ as I have observed in iny journal, 
is not only firmly persuaded of the truth of this religion, 
but, from the unexamidcd success of all his undertakings 
during a fifty years’ reign, seriously entertains an idea that 
his progenitor, the great Fo himself, has condescended to 
become incarnate in his person, and actually at this moment 
to animate his imperial body. 

However wild and extravagant such a conceit may be re- 
garded, we know from history how much even the best un- 
derstandings may be perverted by prosperity, and that 

3 
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hunian^iatnrc, not satisfied with the good things of thisVorld, 
wmjctiines wishes to anticipate the condition and felicity of 
'the next. If x\loxandcr scorned to have less than Jupiter 
i^mmon for life father; if many Hoinan emperors extorted 
altars and sacrifices in their lifc-tiinc ; if even, in the reign 
of <pieon FJIzabetli, an English nobleman encoiH’agcd lh« 
belief «)i‘ his descent from a swad, an<l nas eoiuplinumtcd in 
a (h'dieation ^ upon his feathered pedigree, a similar infatua- 
tion mav be the less inexcusable in K/r/i-Lawg, a uionareh, 
the length and hajipincss of whose reign, the unlitnitcd obe- 
iliimee of w’liose inealeulable sujijeets, and the health and vi- 
g«)r of whose body have hitherto kept out of his view most of 
those circumstaiiei’s that arc apt to remind other men of the r 
lUisi'rv and mortality. At all e\ents, he is a most scrupulous 
piaetitioner of every form of the TiUma religion : and the nu- 
ineious and superb coin enls and temples, which he has erected 
.It Cicliol, the first in the world for costliness and graiulcur, 
.ire meontestibloe\idenees of the sincerity of his faith, and the 
i'-r\or of his piety. nmss of the people in China are 

oross idolaters, and also M’oi’ship a deity by the name of Fo ; 
but be is uncierstood t<) l>e by them a difibrenl personage from 
i!u' Fo of the court, although he is reported to have come 
fiom the westward, as well as his namesake, and to huM- 
pie.ielied his uw elation at ti very remote jieriod of time, long 
)» fore the t hiiblian era. 'I’lie miaos or temples dedicated 
to this m ule of religion, and the confraternities of lion;iics 
and Eon«cs'.(>s who administer it, are protligiously numerous 


* Sec note relative to Sliffonl duke of Buckingbani m ShitkcopcaT’a Henry VJll 
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•in all ’parts- of China. The vulgar, as elsewhere, aJfe hi ge- 
neral excessively stipci'slitious. They arc strict observers of 
lucky and unlucky days ; and many of them, like their bet- 
ters, are dabhh'rs in cliiromancy, divination, and astrology. 
In tl»c course of my journal I have had occasion to notice 
the striking resemblance between the trum]>ery of Chinese 
worship and JLlic apparatus of the church of Rome. In se- 
veral of the miaos and pagodas there is a recess or alcove 
carefully concealed by a close curtain, the removal of which 
discovers the image of a beautiful woman with a crown upon 
her head, surrounded by a glpry, and two little boys sitting 
at her feet ; the wholt! seeming like a parody upon popery, 
or a t3-pification of the Virgin IVIary, onr Infant Saviour, and 
the young Evangelist St. John., I’ho female figure is called 
the mother or parent of the gods, and is thcrcl’ore sometimes 
ix'jnvscntcd with a number of arms bntiichiug from her 
.>ho(ild('rs, each furnished with some characlcristieal emblem, 
a sword, a spear, a sickle, a sheaf of corn, See. A thousand 
legends arc related and^ implicitly belicvc<l of this lady 
and her children, which arc said to originate in very 
high anlicpiily, probably coeval 'with the Cybelc of the 
Greeks and the Isis of Egypt. Nevertheless among all these 
absurdities and contradictions the Chinese, like the In- 
dians, have a confused idea of a unity in the Godhead, 
and l)otl) etpially pretend that though Fo and Brnmha arc 
sup})oscd to split themselves into a number of divinities, 
>vho are named the God of the Sea, the God of the Moun- 
tiiins, the Goddess of Pleasure, the Goddess of Plenty, &c. 

yet that these aio merely parts or emanations of one only su- 

'5 
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l>rcme Go^ over dll, whose proviclcnrc divides itself into se- 
parate functions for the better governincnl and instruction 
of this sublunary world. 

The higher ratiks of the Chinese and tliuse of good educa- 
tion are many of them a hat in England we courteously call 
free thinkers and philosophers, the rest arc mostly disciples of 
Confucius, of whom there ait; two sects. 'J’hc one consider 
their founder to have lieen^a man of great wisdom and cha- 
rity, endowed with talents and virtues much superior to the 
age he lived in. 'I’hey venerate his name, sing his praises 
at their leasts, and tlrink buni])crs to his memory, in the same 
manner as the whigs of Ireland do in honor of the glorious 
King William. But among the other Coufuciuiiists, this 
grateful recollection has degenerated into a corrupt sujKJrsti- 
tion ; the toast has changed into a libation, and what ori- 
ginally expressed a tribute to deceased merit is beeome a mix- 
ture of sanctified ceremony and roiniviul abu^c. Even here 
the jiorvcrsion did not stop. Sacrifices were addeti, and 
.sheep and oxen are now immolated to the manes of Confucius. 
'I’licse rites arc celebrated at stated times, and every peisoii 
who presents the offering acts as hierophant himself; for fins 
sect of enthusiasts, like the Quakei's among ourselves, has 
always kept clear of an exclusive priesthood. 

Although I have only roentioned the religions most pre- 
valent, 1 must not omit that several .lows and Mahometans 
arc to bo found in China ; but their number is not consider- 
able, and they arc melting fast into the common mass. Wc 
have been told that the Arabs or IVIiissehuans came into (he 
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.country at a period so early as the ninth century. TWie Jews 
can boast of a much liighcr origiti, and arc pretended to be 
a remnant of the captivity. I have particularly noticed Uie 
ease of these nations, in order to show that the Chinese arc 
not intolerant of any religion, from which ijo danger is ap- 
prehended ; as well as to disprove a common opiniem preva- 
lent ill Europe Oiat, by the •autient laws of the empire, 
foreigners were not allowed to settle there. This notion 
was originally insinuated by the Jesuits, with an exception 
as to themselves, and more particularly disseminated by the 
Portuguese, but it is, in a great mt'asurc, erroneous. I'he 
fundamental caution and circumspection of the government, 
which is awake to the slightest alarm, aud I'fcrhaps not 
groundlessly jealous of European enterprise, naturally keep 
ihoin on their guard, and prevent them from being (piitc so 
pron.c to encourage strangeiv!, as many other nations arc 
'J’lic. imiuense population of the country renders such re- 
e-ruits unnecessary ; but I do not find that their policy in this 
respect goes beyond mark. 

■\v’ 

• Lay Eurot)oaii.s as w< II as inissionariw, a-isuining the 
dress and niupiiei's of the Chinese, aud desirous of entering 
into the emperor’s service at Vekin, would, 1 believe, lie re- 
ceived and naturalized without .much diflicully. 'I’hey might 
establish and propagate Ihemselves there like Jews and 
Mahometans, and be christened or circumcised as they 
liked, without any notice of such practices by the magistrate 
or Jiny malediction of their neighbors. I saw nothing at 
Canton to hinder any Englishman, wlio would wear the 
Chinese habit, and speak the Chinese language, from liecom- 
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ing cnuJ of themselves if he chose it, and of hocoming eveo* a 
Hong merchant if posseisseti of a bufticicnl stock of money 
uihI address. It is true, he could not easily quit (he country 
and return home without a particular permission. Several 
missionaries 'however have found the means of procuring it, 
and arc now actually resident in JKurope. lJut whilst we are 
^tartIcd with such difficulties in China, how cau we forget 
tlial, at this hour, no person whatever can depart from 
llussiu without a formal passport from tlu; ('hanccry ? An 
attempt to escape from such a restriction would be highly 
oiiminal. and inettr a niost rigorous punishment. Kvery 
foreigner whatsoever, even the most respectable English 
merchant at St. Petersburgb, is subject to this regulation, 
as much as the meanest peasant in the empire. 

'Hie missionaries remaining at Pekin arc considert'd upon the 
same footing as, or perhaps, in some respects, a better than the 
other subjects of their rank, in the immediate service of the 
court. Some of them have been honored by the Sovereign 
with particular marks of distinction and favor; and if the 
indispensable celibacy of their order had .not prevented 
them from contracting matrimonial engagements, we might 
possibly have now found several of their posterity possessing 
high officc.s, and yet retaining their religion. It was for- 
merly a part of their institution to keep at a distance, as 
much as they could, all Curopeaus who were not closely 
connect'd with, or entirely dependent upon, the missions; 
and the {’ertuguose Jesuits who remain alive sUll adhere to 
this ; but since the abolition of their .society a great 

change h i., taken place *in the sentiments and policy of (h<^ 
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otluT miisionaries, and, 1 believe, most of tbcm arc now of 
opinion that an nnqualifiod admission of J'iuvopcans into 
China would be rather favorable to their interests than pre- 
judicial to their \ iews. 

I should not omit that the difh*rt*iit inl'»sions jKJssrsH, beside 
their ehurehcH and eonnnunities, several sho])s and houses 
in the eitv of JVkin, which they let out to the natives, and 
iieeivc a handsome rent from them. 'Fhey ImAO also \illas 
and Aineyartls in tlic countiy to retire to for health and 
de\otion. 'I'he Vreneh Jesuits formerly luul a xcry larae 
estate tlu'ie : but it xx as dissipated on the dissolution of 
their society, ami only a xery small part of it now remains 
in the hands of the order of St. ].aaaru.s. 'I'lu' revenue of 
the tx'o l*ortvu>ucsc scuiinuries at Pekin amounts to Pi, (XX) 
tai'ls, or 4, 000/. a-ycar. 'I’hat of the eoniji-egation De Vrnpu- 
f>andn h'hfc is xcry trifling, and the ilclicietieics areo j^im^' 
supplied from Rome. The French AJig^iioits Eirfuri^ePtst xxhirh 
arc a distinct body from the Lazarists, and have their par- 
ticular establishment in China, were maintained by their 
superiors at Paris, before the late subversion, but since 
that event they arc led in a most deplorable situation. 

In speaking of the religions of the Chinese I ought to have 
mentioned the., Tait-tses or immortals, xvho arc the most 
ancient of all the superstitious, iDcing, as is pretended, .some 
thousand years antecedent to the revelation of Fo ; but as 
they are not at present very numerous, it xvas the less neces- 
sary to be particxdar on their subject. For tlie same reason 
I have not noticed the various subdivisioDs of tlie other 
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religions' wBicli are, from time to time, branching into nev 
sorts and frateruilies, like the Methodists, Scrcdeis, Sweden- 
bifirghcrs, Moravians, gpd Mugglctonians in England. 


Oovernmentt Justice, and Property. 

Tirp, .incicnt constitution of China differed essentially from 
ilic Although the emperor was in truth* despotic, 

ind (lecoiated with all th’c titles and epithets of Oriental 
hvjioibolc, the power and administration of the state resided 
in l!u‘ aieat eouncifs or tribunals, whose functions were not 
to b(' Molatcd or disturbed by conrt intrigue or ministerial 
rajincc. It M as a government by law, and when attempts 
M'cre made by thcii princes to render it otherwise, as often 
happened, rcl)clIion was the consequence and expulsion the 
penalty. Hence, according to history, the regular succession 
of the crown Mras many times broken through, new sove- 
reigns electo<l, and the fonner cousUtuiion restored, llie 
present family on the thrmic is the twenty-second distinct 
dynasty, whose hands have swayed the sceptre of China. 
The govermnent, as it now stands, is properly the tyraoiiv 
of a hand till of Tartan, over more than three hundred pril- 
lifins f>f Cliinesc. 

An uninlCiTuptcd su(«cssion of four emperors, all en- 
dow od with excellent undcrstao<1ing.s, uncommon vigor of 
niiml aiui di'ciMon of character, has hitherto obviated the 
danger of smh nil enormous disproportion, and not only 
hiaiutaiiietl itself on the tliixme, but enlarged its dominioirw 
to a jiroiHgious extent. 

VOI. II. ^ 1 , 
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Varimw Uavc contributed to this wonderful pheno' 

tncuon in the political world. When the Tartars entered 

China a century and a half ago, the^ country had long Ian« 

guished under a weak administration, had been desolated by 

civil wars and rebellions, and was then' disputed by several 

unworthy competitors. The Tartars availing tliemsclvcs of 

these circumstapees, at first took’ pait as auxiliaries in- favor 

of one of the camlidates, but they soon hccanic principals ; 

and, at last, t>y valor and pcrscvtrance, surmounted c^ery 

ol>stacle to their own establishment. 'J'he s[>irit oi' the 

Chinese was- now efieettiaUy subdned ♦by the weight of 

c*alamiiy; they were wearied with contending for a mere 

choice of tyrants among themselves, and the less reluctantly 

submitted to a foreign usurpation. The conqucroi-s, how> 

ever tcrrildc in arms and ferpdous in their manners, were 

conducted by a leader of a calm judgment as well as of a 

resolute mind, who tempered the despotism hh introduced 

with so much prudence and policy, it seemed preferable 

to the other evils which they bad so recently groaned under. 

A state of Iranquil subjection succeeded for some time to 

the turbulence and horrors of a doubtful hostility ; the 

government, though absolute, was at least methodical and 

regular ; it menaced but did not injure ; the blow might be 

dreaded, but it seldom was feU. 

* 

Chinese preceptors, of the highest reputation for learning 
and virtue, were appointed to conduct the education and 
instruction of the young Tartar princes, from whom were to 
spring the future sovereigns of the empire. The Chinese 
language ws^ preserved as the language of the state, the 
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highest veneration tras afTected for the ancient institutes and 
laws; the established fortns of >odicc and psigeaulry of ad- 
tninistration were retained, apd the external manners and 
ilefVortincnt of the vanquislied were assumed by the victor^.' 
AH these contributed at.iii'st to imposCTtipou the people, 
and t<> reconcile many of them to the new goveruoient. I'i'oni 
hence has arisen a vulgar mistake, that the Tartars had 
indiscriminately and sincerely adopted all the maxims, 
principles, and customs of the Cliincse; and that the twe* 
nations weiie now perfectly amalgamated and incorporated 
together. So fjir as respects the habit and head-dress. th«\v 
are certainly assimilated ; but it is not the Tartar who has 
conformed to tlie Chinese costume^ but the Chinese who has 
been obliged to imitate the Tartar. M’hc nature and cha- 
racter of each continue unchanged, and their didcrent situ- 
ations and intrinsic sentiments cannot be concealed under 
any disguise. Superiority animates the one, depression is 
felt bj’ the other. l\(9St of our hooks confound them toge- 
ther, and talk of Uiein, as if they made only one imtioii, 
mulcr the general name of China ; but whatever might be 
concluded from any outward appearances, the real distinc- 
tion is never forgotten by the sovereign, who, tliough he 
pretends to be perfectly impartial, conducts himself at bot- 
tom by a systematic nationality, and never for a moment 
loses bight of the cradle of bis power. The science of go- 
vernment, in the Hasiern taorldy is understood by tliose who 
govern very differently from what it is in the Wesfern. When 
Die succession of a contested kingdom in Europe is oue<‘ 
ascertained, whether by violence or compromise, the nation 
n ‘turns to its pristine regularity and composure ; it matters 

3 L 2 
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little wJictlitM* a Bourbon or an Austrian fills tlic throne of' 
Kaj)les or of Spain, because the sovereign, whoever he l)c, 
then becomeit to all intents and purposes a Spaniard or Kea-. 
polibiu, and his descendants continue so with accelerated 
Velocity. George the First and George the Second ceased 
to be foreigners from the moment our sceptre was fi\cd in 
their hands : his present majesty is as much an Englishman 
as king Alfred or king F4gar, and go\crns Ins people not by 
I'cutonic but by English laws. 'I’hc policy of Asia is totally 
opposite. Tliere the prince regards the place of his nativity 
as an accident of mere indifTcrenge. If the parent-root bo 
good, he thinks it will, flourish in every soil, and, ]i>crhaps, 
acquire fresh vigor from transplantation. It is not locality* 
but his own rust and family ; it is not the country where ho 
drew his breath, but the blood from Which he sprung; it is 
not the scenery of the theatre, but the spirit of the drama, 
that engages his attention and occupies his thouglits. A 
scries of two hundred years, in the succession of eight or ten 
monarchs, did not change the Mogul into a Hindoo, nor has* 
a century and a half made Kien-Lung a Chinese. He ic- 
mains at tliis hour, in all his maxims of policy, as true a 
Tartar as any of his ancestors. 

The viceroys of the provinces, the commanders of the armies, 
tl)c great officers of state are almost all Tartars. The detail 
of business indeed, and the laborious departments, are chiefly 
carried on by the Chinese, as being more regnlarjy educated, 
more learned, and more patient than the Tartajrs, who, in ge- 
neiid, have a difierent turn, and prefer active military duty 
to tranquil or sedentary occupations. In all tlie tribunals of 
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jiistice &od iinancey io nil the courts of civil or military adtni* 
lustration, an equal number of 'J'artar assessors is indispen- 
sably necessary to be present, in order to watch o\ cr and 
control the others. A Cbiitcso may preside* at the board, 
and pronounce *^110 opinion, but the prompter and mana!>cr 
is a Tartar who directs and governs the performers. These 
jrcgulaiions and precautions sufficiently disclose the sovcieign's 
real opinion of his tenure of tlie empire, and how little ho de- 
pends upon the atfectioii and loyalty of his Cliinese sulijccts. 
The gov eminent of CJiina, as now instituted, may not inaptly 
be compared to Astlcy’s ainpliithcntre, where a single jockey 
rides a miinbcr of horses at onco, who are so nicely bitted 
aiul dressed that he can impel them with a whisper, or sto[> 
llicm with a liair; but, at the. same time, he knows the 
i <jnsoqucucc of niismanagcment or neglect, and that if they 
aw' not propel Ij matched, curried and fed, patted and 
•'lrok('d, some of them will be liable to run out of the circle, 
to kick ai their keepers, and refuse to be mounted any 
longer. Considering then all circumstances, the original defect 
of title to the inheritance, the incessant anxiety of forcible 
possession, the odium of a foreign yoke, the inevitable 
combats of passion in a sovereign’s breast, when deceived by 
artifice, betrayed by perfidy, or provoked by rebellion, the 
doubtful and intricate boundaries of rew ard and punishment, 
where vigor and indulgence may be equally misapplied, the 
almost incalculable population, the immense extent of domi- 
nion, the personal exertions requisite in war, and the no less 
difficult talents of administration in peace — considering, 1 
say, all these circumstances, the government of such an cm 

pire must be a task of inconceivable vigilance 4 ud toil : nn<< 
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yet it is a task that has hitherto been performed with won- 
derful ability and unparalleled success. That such singular 
skill in the art of reigning shoqld have beefti uninterruptedly 
transiiutted through a succession of four ^princes for up- 
wards of a century and a lihlf would be very difficult to 
account for, if we did not constantly bear in mind a funda- 
mental principle of the state : all power and authority in 
China derive solely from the sovereign, and they are not only 
distributed by him in his life time, but attest their origin 
after his decease. Tlie appointment of his successor is ex- 
clusively vested in liim. Without regard to primosrenifuret 
without the fondness of a parent, widiout the partiality of 
a friend, he acts on Uiis occasion as the father of the state, 
and selects the person of hii family, whom he judges the most 
worthy, to replace him. Every choice of this kind, as yet 
made by the present dynasty, has been uncxceptioimbly for- 
tunate. Caung^shee .proved as great a prince as* his father ; 
Yong’^hin was infferior to neither j and KUnrlung surpasses 
the glory of all his predecessors. Who is the Atlas destined 
by him to boar this load of empire when he dies is yet 
unknown; but on whatever shoulders it may fall, another 
transmigration of f’o into the next emperor will be necessary 
to enable him to sustain it on its present balance; for al- 
though, withiu the serene atmosphere of the. court, every 
tiling wears the face of happiness and applause, yet it can- 
not be concealed, that the nation in general is far from being 
easy or contented. The frequent insurrections in the distant 
jirovinces arc unambiguous oracles of the real sentiments and 
temper of the people ; the predominance of the Tartars and 
the cmpenir’s partiality to them iure the common subject of 
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conversation aiitong tlic Chinese, whenever thev meet toge- 
ther in private, and the constant theme of their discourse. 
Tliere 01*0 certain mysterious societies in every province who 
are known to be disaffected ; and although naivowly watehed 
by the goi crnnicut, they find means to elude its vigilanetv 
and oAen to hold secret assemblies, where they revive the 
memory of ancient glory and independence, brood over re- 
cent injuries, and meditate revenge. 

'I’liough much circumscribed in the course of our travels, 
uc hnd opportunities of observation seldom alTordod to 
otlitMs, and not neglected by us. 'J’he genuine character of 
the iiihubitantsi and' the effects resulting from the refined 
jiolity and principles of the gtivernment, which are meant to 
restrain and direct them, tiaturaliy claimed my piirtiqular 
attention and iiupiiry. In niy researches I oflcii perceived 
the ground to be hollow under a vast supei-structure, and in 
trees of the most flourishing and stately appearance I disco- 
vered symptoms of s[)eecly decayi whilst humbler plants 
were held by vigoi'ous roots, and mean edifices rested on 
steady foundations. The Cfiincsfe are now recovering from 
the blows that had stunned them ; they are awaking from 
the political stupor they had been thrown into by the Tartar 
impression, and begin to fisel their native energies revive. A 
sli^it collision might elicit fire from the fliu.t, and spread 
flames of revolt from one extremity 'of China to the other. 
In fact, the volume of the empire is now^ grown too ponder- 
ous and disproportionate to be easily grasped by a single 
hiuid, be it ever so capacious and strong. It is possible, 
notwitbstanding* that the momentum impressed on the ina- 
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t'lmic bv tbc vigor and wisdom of the present emperor, may 
hrop it steady and entire ui its orbit for a considerable time 
longer; but I shouUl not be surprised if its dislocation or 
disinciubenucnt were to take place before my own dissolu- 
tion. * VVheuever such an event happens, it will probably be 
attended with all tlic horrors and atrocities from which tliey 
were delivered by the Tartar domination ; but* men are apt 
to lose the memory of former evils under the pressure of 
immediate sufiering; nnd what: can be expected from tho&e 
who arc corrupted by servitude, exaspera^d By despotism 
and maddened by despair ? Their condition^ however, might 
then become still worse than, it can be at present. Like the 
slave who fled into the desert from his chains, and was dc> 
'vourcd by the lion, they may dmw down upon themselves 
oppression and destruction by tlmir very effort to avoid them 
may be poisoned by their own renu'dics, and be buried them- 
sc}ve,s in the graves which tlwyr dug for others. A sudden 
transition from .slaverj to freedom, from dependence to au- 
thority, can seldom be borne with moderation or discretion. 
Every change in the state of man ouglijt to l)c gentle and 
gradual, otherwise it is coipinoiily dangerous to himself, and 
intolerable to otliers. A due preparation may be as neces- 
'bury for liberty as for inoculation of the small-pox which, 
like liberty, future health, biit without due preparation is 
almost certain dcstrucUon. Thus then the Cliinesc, if not 
led to emancipation by*degrc(^ but let loose on a burst of 
enthusiasm, would, probably fall into all the excesses of 
k;lly, suficr all the paroxySfns of madness, and be found 
as unlit for tlie enjoyment of JVeedom as the French and Uie 
negroes. 



IHE JOURNAL. 


449 


Jusiice, 111 the ancient accounts of China, the administra- 
tion of its justice, the strict impartiality observed. in rcwardiii;^ 
desert, and in inflicting punishment, the e(|ua1 seciiritv 
aftbrded to all men by the laws, are mentioned in such high 
strains of eulogy, that wc are tempted to suppose this 
the spot where llicIa.A footstqis of Astrea u'cre imprinfi'd 
So long a perioil lias elapsed since that lime, that the mark'- 
are a good deal eiFaeed, and stem to be weaving out evcia 
t!ay. 'riiis is th<i natural conH'qneMCC oJ* a convulsion in the 
ancient government, anti particularly of tlui last grand revo 
hit ion, when it eunid scarcely lx* expected that the balance 
of justice should bo bold with an ccjual hand hetween the 
(•t)n(]iicrors and the coutpicred*. It is, however, pretended 
liy tnany, that little or no alteration has been made: the 
common modes ot* jirocedure arc eontinued,; the usual for- 
jHuIity in the pleadings is observed ; and the same solemnity 
of tlecision is practised as before; but tlio eonsinnption of 
ihc body cannot be concealed by the fullness of the robe. 

Aly frientl (who, as rivil governor of a of 

the first rank on which st'vcral othci*s arc dejicndenl, has a 
very extensive judicial range and jurisdiction) endeavored to 
impress me with an idea of the equity ami regularity of the 
courts where he presided ; and as 1 entertain a very .favoralde 
opinion of him, 1 dare say that few of the othere are better 
ordered or more pure; but it cscape<! from him in roiiversaliou 
that considerable jiresnnts wem often' made by the suitor to 
llic judge. I took this orcasion of explaining to him as well 
as 1 could the nuturc and principles of our jurispnidcncc an. I 

vof-. ir. •*! ■'1 
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estublisliments, which {)lac(!'d tlic dispensers of justice above 
temptation by the niaguitude of their salaries, and therefore 
rendered the acceptance of presents as unnecessary as ini- 
proper. To this he answered, that the circumstance of 
presents in China ought not to be inisintcrprcUHl, and that 
the offering and rcccixing thefti formed a part of their cerenjo«3f 
nies, and were an estsiblishcd usage from which no mischief 
was to be feared. He seemed so much prejudiced in favor 
of the manners of his country in this instance, and so little 
nwaiMi of what they must lead to, that he further infunned 
me, that the presents on these occasions were always pro- 
portioned to the opulence of the douoi’s, and to the rank of 
the persons to whom they were made ; and when I expressed 
my suspicion that a poor man who had little to give, must 
run a bad chaqce iii a law-suit with a rich luan^wbo had 
much, he assured me that pcr<iuisites of office (as these things 
are considered) had seldom any influence on the .determina- 
tion of a cause. Perhaps, he did not wish to deceive me ; 
for there are some favorite points on which men are often apt 
to deceive themselves : but allowing his own particular con- 
duct to be as unexce})tionab]e as he meant me to believe it, 
yet I have strong ground to suspect the general course of 
justice to be very much otherwise ; and that this practice of 
present, sanctioned as it is by usage and authority, is 
perverted to the worst purposes, and grown into an intole- 
rable abuse. A missionary, indeed, in talking to me once 
upon this suli^ct, seemed to apologize for the Chinese, by 
saying, that they give and receive these presents rather 
from custom and fashion than from bad motives, and that 
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if they arc coniipt, they are so without being aware of it. 
The true meaning of“ all which is that, through au appear- 
ance of decency and gravity of proceeding, juslict^ wears a 
double face, and that integrity is jnofessed though bribery 
1 x 5 allowed anotlicr person, who had still better opportuni- 
ties of knowing these matters, made no scruple of dashin«j[ 
out to me, that money was well known to be the great in- 
strument of decision in their courts, which gcncriilly found 
reason in the bottom of the longest purse : but the influcuct' 
of preliminary j>rcscnts is supposed to prevail also in the other 
departments. !No introduction can be obtained, no busi- 
ness ctfected withont it. A refusal would be considered by 
the suitor as an unequivocal mark of hostility. This m- 
famous system is universal among the Orientals, and is, 1 
conceive, a principal cause of their decay and subversion. 
All the other greht monarchies of the cast, which we arc 
acquainted with, have been overturned by it, one af'tcr ano- 
ther, and it will probably some day have its share in the ca- 
tastfophe of China. In the criniiual department capital pu- 
nishment is not so comprehensive as Avith us. I'inc, and im- 
prisonment, flagellation and C-\ile are the usual inflictions, 
c'xecpl in eases of blood, which admit of‘ no pardon or com- 
mutation. 

'J’hcrc are six modes of capital punishment. 

1. Cutting into ten thousand pieces. 

2. Cutting into eight j>icccs, or what is called double quai- 
teiing, both of which oper-alions are performed upon the li\ing 
hubjcct. 
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3. Beheading. 

4. Strangling, which is the least inlanious ef all, but ex- 
cessively baibarous, tlie patient being nine times drawn up 
and let down, llic cord nine times restricted and relaxed, 
before the final suffocation. 

5. Buraing with green faggots. 

6 . Bcatiiig to death with cudgels. ' 

The sheriffs' calendar is said to be usually very large ; but 
there is a general gaol delivery once in every year, at which 
thfe prisoners are either punisherl or released, unless where 
particular circumstances require a longer detention. 

I had been informed thdt a delinquent was sometimes al< 
low'ed; when sentenced to be bambooed, to hire another 
person to undergo the punishment in his place ; but the fact 
was strongly denied. Neither did I find it now to be true, 
though possibly it may have been so in former times, that a 
son might substitute himself for his father’s punishment. . 

’rhe order and administration of the gaols are said to re- 
markably good ; the debtor and the felon arc confined in se-- 
parate places, and not permitted to appimch each other. 
This is an excellent regulation; it seems equalfy impolitic 
and immoral to associate guilt with imptudence, and con- 
found wickedness and misfortune by promiscuous imprison- 
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nicnt. By the laws of China the ease of a debtor is, in Other 
respects, extremely cruel. Although he sliould resign every 
farthing of his property, yet if it be insufficient to discharge 
the whole of his debt, and his relations cannot or will not 
make up the deficiency, he is condemned to w'ear a neck yoke 
in public for a certain period. If his insolvency be incurred 
by gaining, lie is liable besides to a corporal punishiuent. 

A man may sell himself in some cases, as, for instance, to 
dis<diarge a debt to the crown, or to procure money I'or ena- 
bling him to bury his father, but, if he behaves himself n cil 
<luring his servitude, he is entitled to his liberty at the ciul 
of twenty years ; if otherwise he continues a slave for life, 
and his children also ii* he had included them in the original 
agreement. The emperors debtors, if fraudulently such, arc 
strangled ; if such only by common misfortunes, their wives 
and children and property of every kind arc sold, and 
tlamisclves banished into the wilds of 'J’aiiary ; but though 
this may strictly be the letter of the law, he always makes^ 
a merit of forgiving those avIio, from unavoidable luisfortunes, 
have nothing left to pay. Oaths arc not retiuircd in civil or 
criminal causes ; if voluntarily offered they are always sus- 
pected ; and yet, what is singular enough, the torture is 
sometimes used in both, to procure evidence and con- 
fession. 

k- 

It is not invariably, though generally, true that all sen- 
tences of death are signed by the emperor. There have of 
late been several occasions, where tite first magistrate has 
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fjtkcn upon himself to execute criminals upon the spot for 
1 reason, rebellion, atrocious murder. See. lie takes liis 
cliaiicc for approbation, aud usually obtains it. 

Froperijf. As in China the interests of the emperor are 
always ilie first consideration, no property can be secured 
against his claims: in cases of delinquency, confiscation is 
inevitable. 

Entails arc unknown in this’ country, and a man may dis- 
pose of his fortune, real and personal, in. the manner most 
agreeable to himself. By law he itww even devise it to the 
Bonzes or other religious fraterniti^ but of late such 
bcipiests are very rare ; for the policy of the state, although 
unwilling positively to prohibit an ancient right, however 
imprudently exercised, yet renders its abuse as little hurtful as 
possible, by quartering officers, travellers, couriers, and others 
upon most of the miaos and temples that are endowed in 
mortmain, so that posthumous folly is defeated, and idleness 
made to contribute to the maintenance of industry. 

A testator often leaves his estates to his wife, especially in 
the case of the minority of his children ; but if a man dies 
without a will, his lands and personalty are equally divided 
among his sons, rescr>'ing a proper dower for the widow, 
which varies according to the province Avhere she chuses to 
reside. The daughters have nothing, but are maintained, 
until they marry, by their brothers; and if there be no bro- 
thers, by their next inheriting relations. 
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ilierc arc many great landed estates in China, some evealo 
the amount of 100,000/. a year, accumulated by various means, 
by legacies, by clandestine trade, that is to say, by trade carried 
on by inferior agents with the capitals of great men to whom 
trade is directly forbidden, by usury, by employments, by 
presents, &c. A widow at Ticiwing,' whose husband had been 
enriched in this manner, and who IcO: her his fortune (his four 
sons being minors) not long since sent a million of taels of 
silver (333,333 /. sterling) as a present to the emperor towards 
the expense of the Thibet war. 

nie legal interest of money is twelve per cent, but it is com- 
monly extended to eighteen and sometimes even to thirlj'-six. 
Usury is punishable by the laws but, as in most other coun- 
tries, is rarely punished. Usury, like gaming, is a dishonor- 
able mode of getting money ; but by a sort of compact be- 
tween necessity and avarice, between affluence and disti^^s, 
the prosecution of a Jew or a sharper is considered as not very 
honorable even in those who suiTcr from them. 

In farms (which are usually let ‘for three, live or seven 
years, resumable by the landloid or rclinquishable by the 
tenant at the end of any of those terms according to the con- 
tract) the owner divides the crop with the cultivator. I’hc 
latter has one half entirely to himself, the former takes the 
other half, and paya out of it the emperor’s tax ; which is 
considered to be always the same, whether the season be plen- 
tiful or scanty. If, however, it prove to be very unusually 
bad, an abatement may be made upon due representation, 
i'ive per cenU is said to be the emperor’s proper share of 
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thcf valued crop ; but the valuation (which is an arbitrary 
one of the crown oflScer) is generally fixed so much higher 
than the current price of produce, that the landlord's com- 
mutation with the crown is sometimes not less than eight or 
ten per cent, instead of five. Though twelve per cent, be 
the legal interest, yet land sells for twenty years' purchase 
in the neighbourhood of Pekin. 

'I’he only current money in China is a thin brass or copper 
coin, about the breadth of a shilling, with a s(|uarc hole in 
the middle, for the purpose of being strung. A thousand of 
these pieces, which arc called by us cash, and sometimes 
sapecas, are esteemed at a tael * or Chinese ounce of silver, 
and ten drachms or chen make a tael or 6s. 8d. sterling. 

I here annex the prices current of several articles at Pekin, 
as I collected it from the best information 1 received on 


the spot. 

Taels* Sapccas. 

A common horse - , - • 20 to 25 

iVu ox or beast for slaughter - 15 to 20 ' 

A cow - - - ♦ 10 to 15 

A pound of beef - - _ ^ 40 

A pound of mutton - - - - 50 

A i>ound of veal - - , ,45 

A pound of pork - - - - 50 

A pound of ham - ■* . " ” 80 

A fowl - - ■ - - - 100 


* Safeco and tael^te the names introduced liy the Portuguese, but the proper 
ncse words are Lu and Liang. 
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^ ^ TacU. Sapecat. 

‘ A dubk • ’ - - - - - 150 

;jA jpoosc - - , . ’500 

V An egg „ - - - 5. 3 

" A pound of rice »• - - - 24 

■ A pound of flour - - - - 20 


The complete dress of a jtdfaisant ■ » 2 or perhaps 2500 

Ditto of a Mandarine of rank 20 

Ditto of an inferior Mandarine - 8 

Ditto of ceremony of a hi^MaUdarine 100 

Ditto if enriched - ' - - 1000 

A saddle and bridle > I6 to 25 

A pair of black sattin boots > 2S 

Ditto of leather - - 2 

A cap or bonnet - - 2 to 4 

Salt per pound - . > 35 

)> 

A Chinese peasant can maintain himself for fifty sapecas a 
day. Our boatmen who drew the yachts in the provinces 
which we passed through generally were paid eighty sapccas 
a day, or one sapcca for each /y, or three hundred and sixty 
geopaelrical paces. 

A common weaver, joiner or other tradesman earns little 
more than a bare subsistence, unless he shoukl prove remark* 
ably expel t and iugeniou", in which ease he would be paid 
according to his abilities. It docs not appear that there is 
always sufticient cniplo^'incnt for the people, mIiosc multi- 
tude is so great as to exceed the incnns ol subsistence by 
labor, so that many avIio arc able and willhig to work an; 
obliged to depend upon the alms of private charity, or seek 
VOL. Jt. 3 N 
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for support in tlie public hospitals; anU notwithstanding foesc 
resources it is afhruied that, in every year* vast numbers parish' 
of hunger and cold. 'jnic,9Utniners arc so warm that tlie 
rommoa sort go almost naked, and the winter is so rigorous 
that the mortality is very great from the want of clothing and 
shelter. In the different provit^pcs of the empire there are 
often partial famines, aUd'Whenever they are attended Mith sC« 
rions or tatal f^onsequesicea,; tha Mandarine of the district is 
punished, according to Chiifeae' policy, for not having fore* 
seen the calamity, and replenislted magazine sufficiently to 
remedy tliejaecidcnl;. Frotn the misery to wliich a large pro- 
portion of the people arc thus exposed (the majority is indeed 
' very wretdied in all respects) it is’uot to be wondered, that 
thdy^hould lose m^ery sense but that of self-preservation ; that 
they, should fS^get the other ties of nature, and sell their chil- 
dren without scruple if they find a chapman, and desert them 
without pity if they do not. This is the common reproach of 
strangers to the Chinese, but it should not be made with too 
much precipitation and severity; for I believe^ where the pa-i' 
ront has any possible means of supporting his ofispring^ there 
is no country wherp paternal affection is stronger ‘than in 
China ; and it is natural that it should be so, because there 
is no country where filial respect and gratitude are so 
strong. 


Population, 

Tht. population of China has always been considered by 
Europeans as much greater in proportion to its extent than 
the population of any other country. The printed imeounts 
of it vary much. My friend Father Amyot's calculations, 
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as given in GrOzicr'd description of China, seem not to bavo 
ijeen well Understood by tlm i>cr$on who copied or digested 
them i fbr in one place he is made to say, that the {wpulatiou in 
1743 amounted to near 5200,000,000, exclusive of the province 
of Fo-kien ; and, in another place, that, in the same year, it 
exceeded 280,000,000. I wished to have had tbis difliculty 
reconciled, but' the good fether being in a dying» condition 
when I was at Pekin, and consequently not well able to re- 
view his notes, I was disappointed of the correct information 
>vhich 1 expected from that quarter. 'J’herc is another table- 
of the population in 1761, given by Grozier, where it is staled 
at upwards of 198,000,000, and he tells us that it is founded 
on the best authority. Monsieur Pauw, and some other 
wh'itei's of liis turn, have amused the public with their specu- 
lations upon China, and arc disposed to undervalue every thing 
that belongs to it, and particularly to dispute its populousncss. 

On the other hand, I liave received an enumeration 
strongly asserted to be genuine, which assigns no less than 
;333,000,000. 


A foreigner from an impcrlcct knowledge of llic luuguagt', 
from misapprehension or misinterpretation, from want of ac- 
cess to public offices, or from the scantiness or inaccuracy <d" 
private information, is often liable to argue ignorantly and 
falsely, sometimes to take things for granted that should he de- 
nied, and sometimes to reject what ought to be rcccivctl. >Vhat- 
cver, therefore, I may say upon ftiis sulgeet, is not meant to 
be delivered in a tone either of conviction or disbelief in my- 
self, but solely for the disquisition and judgment of others. 

,'J N 2 
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China Proper, exclusive of TarUir doiuituons, contaltMt^ 
about 831,000,000 aerrb, or affout 1,298,000 sriuare miles. 
France COUtalllb alwilt 103,000.000, or about J6‘2,(XX) square 
miles. .If CIiitKi then be eight times as large as France, the 
sum total of 333,000,000 is not so high an estimation as at 
first sight it would appear to lx*. Messieurs Moheau and 
Neckar estimate the population of Pna;ncc at 26,000,000, and 
Dr. Price carries it beyond 28,0005000. Supposing then the 
two countries to be equally popidous in proportion to their 
extent, Cluua, upon such a calculation, ought to contain 
216,000,000, taking 27,000,000 -as the medium between Dr. 
Price and the other two gentlemen. But having^ fi)nncrly 
travelled over the greatest part of France, and resided a 
considerable time in that kingdom, when in its must flouriKh- 
ing state, long befoic the late subversion, and having very 
lately travelled through China from its northern to its souther.*) 
extremity, 1 should be inclined to say without hesitation, in 
judging from the resjjectivc appearances of the two countries, 
that China was at least twice as jiopulous as Francjl^ w hcrcas 
the above account of 333,000,0(K) to 216,000,000 nduiits the 
population of Ciiina to lx* in proportion to that of I'Vancc as 
to to 1, or little more than 3 to 2. In truth, the immense 
numbers w’hich occurred in^very part of China whcie J passed 
m the towns, the country, on the rivers, and the seas that wash 
Its Coasts, very far exceeded any idea that 1 had formed *011* the 
Mibjcet, especially as all the people who appeared ^very few 
excepted, perhaj»s not 500 in all) 'w<*vc nudes. 'Die state of 
the jwpulation, as marked in the table, was given to me by 
Chou-ta^girit a uuinclaxine of high rank, and supreme governor 

of Tkitrsing^ A\ho was one of those appointed by the emperer 

3 
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- to attend ray.’ctobassy from the ijaomcnt of my arriyal on the 
'epa^t of Pe-tchc'-U* He was a nian of, letters and informationv 
and from habit and frequent converse, contracted a st rou<^ 
ftiendship iiml aftection for me. He nevertlidess fiad all tlie 
vanity of a Chinese; and the more ho was impressed with 
the manifest superiority of the Europeans, which he could 
not avoid being very sensible of in his long intercourse witli 
ns, the more was he disposed to exaggerate the grandeur ot 
liis country, its population and other ciiriuustauccs of na< 
tioual fondness. 


Table of the Population and Extent of China PropcKy zeithiii 

the Gpeat WalL 


Provinces. 

Population. 

Square Miles. 

Acres. 

Pe-tche-li, 

38,000,000 

58»949 

37 . 7 » 7 . 3 < 5 o 

Kiang-na#, 

32,000,000 

92,961 

59.495.040 

Kiang-see, 

19,000,000 

72,i‘76 

46,192,640 

Tche-kiang, 

21,000,000 

39.150 

25.056,000 

To-kicn, ... 

1 5,000,000 

53.480 

34,227,200 

Hou-pee, l jjou.qyang 
Hou.nan,l ^ 

C 14,000,000? 
i 13,000,000 5 

144,770 

92,652,800 

Honan, « - 

25,000,000 

65,104 

41,666,560 

Chan-tong, 

24,000,000 

65,104 

41,666,560 

Chan-si, ... 

27,000,000 

55.268 

. 15.37 *.520 

('hen-si, - - - 

18,000,000 ? 

154,008 

98,565.120 

JCan-sou, . - - 

12,000,000 5 

Se-chuen, 

17,000,000 - 

166,800 

*06,752,000 

Qjiang-tong, 

11,000,000 

79 . 45 <> 

50.851,840 

Quang-d, 

10,000,000 

78.250 

50,080,000 

Yu-nan, . - - 

8,000,000 

107,969 

69,100,160 

Koei'Chcou, ’ *, ' • 

9;ooo,ooo 

64.554 

4 *. 3 * 4 , 560 

’ Total 

333 »ooo»®oo 

*.297.999 

*30.7*9.360 
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Till IS ha V0 1 thq tabic of population ta I received ic 

fioin Chm$*ia^m» Hour far il may be exact, I have no meana^ 
of ascertaining; but lie assured me that I might depend upon’ 
il. Wbeti*I expressed niy doubts upon the subject, he laugh- 
ed, as if he thought it lidiculous to question a matter of such 
notuiicty ; and added, that it appears from an ancient authen- 
tic Kgibtcr of 200 ycaraold, that^then above 57,000,000 of 
males, from 20 to 50 years of age, were assessed to the capi- 
tation, such being at tliat time the mode of levying tlic taxes,' 
M hid) svas afterwards altered, and the whole burden laid upon 
the land. Since the accession of the pre^nt emperoi's fa- 
mily to the throne, the influx of people from Tartary must 
liave greatly increased the niunjxir of inhabitants. 

The contents in square miles and acres, as given in the table 
alx>ve, arc extracted from the Jesuits’ map of Chinaf under- 
taken and completed in the reign of Caunshee by his special 
command. 

If one-(burth of the surface of China were to be deducted 
for roads, canahi, marshes, mountains, and otlier nucultivablc 
grounds, there would sUll remain 623,039,520 prpiitable acres, 
or vciy nearly two acres to each individual* assuming the po- 
pulation as above at 333,000,000, or 337 persons to a square 
mile. It may be added also, that almost the whole of this 
extent is appropriated to the cultivation of food flir man. 

* 

As to the population of Chinese Tartary, it was impossible 
to obtsun any intelligence, the Chinese being almost as igno- 

lant of that cdtintiy as we atp, scarcely any of them having 

2 
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cvw seen it, except a few officers sent on iiiHitary duly, and 
persons banished to it for crimes. 'J’he Chinese talk of Tur- 
tary as of a country half as big as the rest of the world be- 
sides, but their conceptions of its limits are very dark and 
confused. There is a wide di£^ncc between preicusiou and 
possession. 

When I was die king’s fpinister at St. I’etmburg. th(, 
('oinmon idea prevalent at eoart there was, that the Hnssiati 
iloniinions comprehended oiKStwelitii part of the land upon 
the jilobo, and since that time tijoy have been very cousidez*- 
ably enlarged. Upon the whole I should think that the ex- 
tent of the two cmpire$ df -China and Russia is pretty nearly 
equal : aud that the two together make one-sixth part of the 
land on the earth’s surffice, and about one twenty-third' of 
the whole terraqueous globe. 

Revenue. 

Tii£ revenues of this great empire are said to be little less 
than two hundred millions of taels or (j0;66‘6',666 /. sterling, 
or about four times those of Great Britain, or three times 
those of France before the late subversion. They consist of 

i. The impost upon land. 

i2. The gabellc upon salt. • 

3. The customs and other smaller taxes. 

* I have tevenue in touad nttutlberf* bvt die C^nes^ wlw bave a fan- 

ciful prediketioo tot odJ numbers, call it one hnadred and ninetj-dne millionii, 
nine hundred and tunetp.aine thousand, nine hundred and tunety.niiie taels. 
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Troui the produce of these tliree branches'^ll the civil and 
military cKpcim's und incidental and. Mtraordinsu'y charges^ 
:a*e first paid on the spot, out of the treasuries of the pro- 
%inecs where siudi ('xpcnscs are incurred, and the remainder 
IS rcinitti'd to the imperial treasury at IVkin. This surplus 
IS said to have amounted iu Uic year 1793 to the sum of 
i5,6'l4,32U taels, or 12, 204,776^.' sterling, according to the 
I’oJlowing account which I received from Chou-ta~^in. 


Account of lievenue received vito the Imperial Treamry ai 
Pehn from the several Provhi^s of Chim Proper. 


Provinces. 

' T«fls 

Pe-iche-li 

- 3,520,000 

437,000 

79,000 

Kiang-nan 

- 5,200,000 

2,100,000 

. 

910,000 

Kiang-si 

< 1,900,000 

220,000 

Tche>kiang 

• 3,100,000 

520.000 

190.000 

Fo«l(ien 

• 1,110,000 

. 87,000 
, 80,000 

'-HoU'pe 1,300^000 
10,000 

lloa*quang < 

Hou-nan 1,310,000 


. 3 S»ooo 

Carried forward 21,108,000 



Total in Tails. 

* Mcdsui C3 of Rice 
and otliur Giain 

land 3 



salt' 1 


none. 

taxes) 

) '' • 


land ' 

1 


salt 

>- 8,210,000 

1,440,000 

taxes. 

1 


land 7 

► 

t 

• (1 

taxes j 

’ 2,120,000 

’ 79 S»ooo 

land 1 

1 


salt 
taxes ] 
land j 

^ 3,810,000 

780,000 

salt 1 

• i> 477 »oo* 

none. 

(axes) 
land 7 

) 

* 

taxes) 

1 1,310,000 

100,000 

land 7 
taxes) 


100,000 


21,to8,onp 

3,215,000 
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Tad«. 

» 

Brought over 

« • • • 

Ho*na& 

3,200,000 land 
13,000 taxes 

Chan-tong 

3,440,000 land 
130,000 salt 
30,000 taxes 

Chan-si 

3,100,000 land 

510.000 salt 

112.000 taxes 

Chen-si 

1,660,000 land 
40,000 taxes 

Kiang-sou 

300,000 land 
40,000 taxes 

Se-chuen 

640,000 land 
30,000 taxes 

C^iang-tuug 

1,280,000 land 
50,000 salt 

. 

10,000 taxes 

Quang-si 

420,000 land 

50.000 salt 

30.000 taxes 

Yu-nan 

210,000 land 

Koei-cheou 

120,000 land 

10.000 sail 

15.000 taxes 


Total Taels 


} 

I 

I 

\ 

} 

} 

I 


Total in TatU. 

ai}io8,ooo 

3.213.000 

3.600.000 

3.722.000 

1.700.000 
« 

340.000 

670.000 

1.340.000 

500.000 

210.000 

145,000 

36,548,000 
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Measures of Rice 
and other Grain. 

35215.000 

^230,000 

360.000 

none. 

none. 

220.000 

none. 

* none- 

none. 

220,000 

none. 

4.245.000 
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Prom the preceding table tlie surplus revende of I7D‘^ re- 
ceived into the emperor's treasury at Pekin, after all the 
j)ubUc expenses arc defrayed, will stand as follows : 


Land; salt, and taxes - 
4,245,000 measures of rice 
at lid. per measure 


36,548,000. Taels or 12,182,666/. sterl. 


} 


66,328 


22,109 


36,614,328 Taels or 12,204,775/. sterl. 


The ordinary military establishment I have calculated at 
7 4, 974-, 450 taels or ‘i4,<)<)l,483/.*, and the civil establishment 
at 2 , 960 , (XX) laelsor 986,666/.* which two sums being doubled 
for cxtraordinarics, and allowing 7»500,000 taels, or 2,500,fX)0/. 
for unforeseen expense, and addinj; the emperor's residue of 
36,()14,.‘}28 tai'‘ls, will give the sum of 199*983,228 tai‘Is, or 
(>6,661,076/. or very nearly the total estimated revenue of China. 


At Pekin are two treasuries, one called the State Trea- 
Kidnfy into which the surplus above mentioned of .36,614,328 
taels is paid, and out of which am issued all monies for the 
(Muperor's expenses, his palaces, pagodas, and other buildings, 
his tables, his gardens, wives, concubines, sous, grandsons, and 
more distant princes of the blood, and the general charges of the 
court, 'riic other, called the Secret Treasury^ receives the cou- 
iisoatious, the presents, the Tartar tributes, and some otlier arti- 
<'les, all which, together with the residue from the state trea- 
sury, form what may property be considered as tlie emperor’s 

* See the next article under die head of << Civil and MiUtary Ranks and Esta- 
hfishments.” 
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privy purse, ^is is the regular course of business ; but as 
the present government is entirely despotic, the emperor may 
act according to his pleasure in revenue matters, as in all 
others ; but, it is said, he has not been known to interrupt the 
usual adininistration. His treasures are supposed to be iiu- 
mense, arising solely from the regular unavoidable savings of the 
state treasury and secret treasury, his revenue from hence very 
far exceeding his disbursements. The greater part is kept in 
Moukden, the.capital of Mantchoo Tartary, for I doubt whe- 
ther the Tartars yet think themselves secure at Pekin, consi- 
dering the prtKligious disproportion between them and the- 
Chinese, and their miitiial jealousy and antipathy. Scarcely 
a year passes without an insurrection in some of the distant 
provinces, and there are actually at present some very .serious 
disturbances in Se~chuea, to tpicll which Foo-c/idn-tong (so of- 
ten mentioned in my journal), who was formerly viceroy of 
’ Canton, and afterwards cohnnanded in 'J’hibet on the frontier 
of Napaul, has been lately appointed. 

Having said above that the 12,‘J104,776/. remitted to the 
state treasury of Pekin w^as the emperor's share of the gene- 
ral revenue, after all expenses first paid, it w^ould seem firoiu 
hence as if it were liable to variation, and that in some ycai-s 
it might be more, and in othere less ; but I have reason to 
imagine that it seldom, if ever, falls below that stun, because 
Suji’ta-gin, who accompanied me from Pekin to Ha?i~cltou~ 
foo, informed me, that whenever any extraordinary aids or 
supplies became necessary, on occasion of wars and other oc- 
.cucrences, they were levied by additional taxes on. the pro 

3oa 
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vinccs adjrtceut to the scene of action ; and upon this grouttd 
it VV 51 S fhat he accounted for the cncreascd duties on the com- 
merce of Cantoii, which ourincrchants coinpUiined of. Those 
duties, he said, had been laid on towards the support of the 
war in Ton<|uin, which country adjoins Canton, but that the 
war being linished, they would hereafter l>e retjHiced. 

In llu^ administration of st) vast a revenue, especially in the 
distant provinces, those to whom it is entrusted have, no 
iloubt, fre(pi(;nt oppoil unities of committing great abuses ; and 
that lh('y <lo not always neglect them, is pretty cvkhait from 
the immense confiscations accruing to the empt'ror. It is in- 
deed aflirmed, that much corruption and oppn^ssion prevail in 
most of the depsntincnfs of the stale. To what di\grc{’ this 
may be true, 1 know not ; but admitting it in a very great ex- 
tent, the subieet in China may be considered as more favored 
in point of taxation than the subjects of any other eomitry ; 
for if the whole revenue w(!re to be reduced tt> a caj)ilatiou, it 
would uot amouut to more than five shillings per head on the. 
population of the empire : by an analogous compulation the 
people of Ireland would pay to government «ught shillings per 
head; the ja^ople of France (befon' the subversion) si.vteen 
shillings per heatl, and thejicoplc of Great Britain, thirty-four 
shiHings pi'r head. 


Will) r<^gard to the revemie which the emperor of China 
draws from his Tariar dcaniuions, 1 could not proeur<‘. any 
information to he depended on of its an)ount. ]*esides what 


he may receive from his demesnes there, the chiefs of the Tar- 
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tar banners, and tboir vassals, pay a ecrlain tribute wllicH is 
every day encrcasing, citlvcr because they arc now more able, 
or because they arc more willing to pay it tlian I'ornu'rly. 

'Tartar goods, or goods imported into (.'hina by the way of 
'I’artaiiv, sucl» ns furs, leather, w'oollen clotli, Ac. are liable 
oidy to a very inod(*raU^ eustoni at tlu“ gri'at wall on entry 
into China; but all the China goods exported to 'Tartary pass 
duty free. 

I observed in the beginning of the present section, that the 
revenue, eousisled r»f thret* branches, tin laml, the salt, and the 
smaller taxes. 'The first is hwied, according to a rrrtain tixe.d 
rule, upon the proilucc of the land (tvi/c lieml “ l*roperty”) ; 
tlu' sei'ond, or salt, is a monopoly, or extensive privilege of 
making that article, granted by the. emperor to particadar per- 
sons, for whii'h they pay to the crown a lixed proportion ac- 
cording to the local circumstances of the province wdiore it is 
maiiufaetnred, one third being the rale settled in one district, 
one lonrth in another, and so on. 'The tliird branch consists 
ofcc'rlnin tax(;s or customs upon goods pas, sing o\ I'r bridges, 
canals, and roads, and entering into cities and walled towns; 
also on the sale of cattle, and some, other minuter oli^eets. Ip 
the coUeeiion of these revenues, I understand ths .?. the sulior- 
<linate orticers have, considerable f<’es and jicnjuisites : for in 
China, as in some other Countries, no busiiie.ss can be ex[)<s 
dited through the lower deriartnu’iits w illiout them. 

Export and import, tlulies ought ri'gidarly to be levunl 
nd colon’m of the articles, but the collector often takes upon 

4 
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himself, arbitrarily, to estimate the value according to his own 
fancy. Thus, for instance, I haiic heard he has been some- 
times known at Canton to tax a bale of coarse cloth as highly 
as a bale of superfine ; and that in weighing off raw silk at 
the custom-house beam, he has called 120 povinds a pecul, 
levied the duty accordingly, and discharged the scale, al- 
though a pecul lie really 1334- lbs. tmd not 120 lbs. ilius the.sn 
taxi's, though pohsibly not in themselves exorbitant, are yet 
so liable to abuse in the administration, as often to become 
serious grievances ; and foreigners must remain exposed to 
them till tlicy have taken the trouble of learning the lan- 
guage of the country, and can make themselves heard and un- 
derstood ; for however rapacious a Chinese officer may be, he 
is apt to shrink from a bold apd clamorous complainant, as he 
is sure that though the latter may possibly not be redressed, 
yet notorious delinquency in himself is not likely to pass un- 
])uinshcd. 


Civil and Military Ranks and Establishments. 

I N China there is properly no hereditary nobility. Ilie 
children and collaterals of the sovereign enjoy a certain degree 
i»f consideration dependent on the favor with vfliich they arc 
regarded ''V.'t court; but as that advantage is liable tjO grow 
w’eaker by their lengthening distance from the throne, or foun- 
' tain of honor ,« they may in process of time sink into the 
mass of the people, and be scarcely distinguished from them 
otherwise than by their yellow and red girdles, which none- 
but such as arc of the imperial blood arc privileged to Avear. 
Those who descend from the reding (Avhich pretends to be 

A > 
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the cider) branch} are adorned \rith a yellow sash, those who 
descend from the younger, with a red one. 

It is affirmed that the poslcrit}* of Confucius, who arc still 
extant, enjoy certain hereditary honours transmitted to them 
from their great ancestors, but I am not precisely informed 
ot the .nature of them, nor M the advantages which they 
confer. 

Rank in China is generally supjmsed to be the reward of 
merit and service; and it frequently i.s so; but there appears 
to be one glaring partiality in the distribution of it: a Chinese 
•.eldom attains the highest degree till ^'cry advanced in 
liii*, but I have seen Tartai's already possessed of it at the age 
f)r five or six and twenty. 

Vormerly ])crsons in office were chiefly known by their robe 
of ceremony, but as it was not constantly worn in common, 
the. present enn>cror Kkn-hnt' invented or founded the dis- 
tinction of the bead or button, which being fixed on the top 
of the cap, evidently and immediately denotes the title of the 
wearer. Ol* these buttons he established cjght classes, attain- 
able by the civil and military without distinction, w'hich are 
as follow : 

■ 1. The button of red coral, smooth. 

‘2. The button of red coral, carved or flourished- • 

.*}. The button of light transparent blue. 

4. The button of light opakc blue. 
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'Htc huttpn of dear white ebrystd. 

f>. M’lie buUgtti of opakc milk while, 

7> life button of bra^s gilt, bniooth. 

8, 'J1ie button of brass gilt, engraved anti flourished. 

Aiwl hosulos. these, there is another distinction superior to 
all, Iwing a ruby colored or raAer amethyst colored- bittiou, 
and of a larger size than the others, which is»ooly conferred 
oil Tartar princes, and persons allied to the emperor. 

In all the public acts and papers, a Mandarine is invariably 
stilcd according to the order of his button; and if he should 
be degraded It) Jin inferior one on account of delinquency, as 
very fratiucntly happens, he is obliged to be the herald or jiub- 

lisher of his own shame, and to %vritc himself Maiula- 

rinc, formerly of the' class, but now degraded to the 

class. 'J'his mode of punishment is considered rather 

as a kind of faliicrly correction from the emperor to a faiilly 
(*hiid, than as a mark of much severity; and the culprit, after 
a certain term of ('ontrition and probation, is usually restored 
to his former dignity* 

In so extensive an (Miipire, the number of Mandarines, or 
j^sersons employed in the different civil and military situations, 
must be piodigiously great ; but 1 shall content myself in 
tins sketch with giving only a list of the chief officers of busi- 
ness, obseVving at the same time that under them there are 
some thousands of IVEaudarines, who wear the gilt button, 
appointed by viceroys, coiiimandcrs of ftrraics aud presidents* 
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of tribunals, who are allowed that privilege when the neces- 
sity of the service retiuires it, but are punished if found to 
abuse it. 


A TJsi nj' fhr Clhief Vh'il Offii era, tiisf/inritishing their Number^ 

Station^ ami Salaries. 


No. 

Ti. The Tson-tottf or Viceroy over one or 

Salary of each. 
Tads per ann. 

Tout. 

more provinces, - - . 

1 5. The Foo-yettf or Governor under him of 

20,000 

220,000 

each province, - - - . 

1 9. The Iloo-pcOf or Fiscal, the Chief Officer 

16,000 

240,000 

of revenue, . - . - 

I S}. The Aa-za-tzCt or President of the cri- 

9,000 

171,000 

minal tribunals, .... 

36 . The Tao-qtiait or Governor presiding 
over more than one city of the first 

6,000 

X 08,000 

order, and their dependencies, 
i 34 . The or Governor only of one 

city of the first order, and its depen- 

3,000 

258,000 

dencies, . . . . - 

1.^9. The Ktou-quciii or Governor of a city of 

2,000 

368,000 

the second order, . - - 

1305. The Lieu-fiucn, or Governor of a city of 

1,000 

I •(.9,000 

the third order, .... 

17. The Lhu-jotff or President of science 1 

Roo 

1 ,044,000 

and examinations, ' ’ * ( 

117. 'fhe Cho-iaof or Inspcctors-General, - J 

3,000 

402,000 

Total Taels 

2,96o,oof> 


. } X* 


VOL. II. 
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'J’lic salaries of these officers are sometimes lessened or in- 
creast‘d according to the varying state of the provinces and 
cities, some decaying, and othcre improving, which is regu- 
larly report(;d to the Clio-taos or' inspectors every year. Ex- 
traordinary allowances are also paid to tliesc officers on occa- 
sion of any extraordinary trouble or expense incuiTcd in their 
departments, such as by the passage of great pereons, ambas- 
sadors, &c. through the places where they arc to do tiuj ho- 
nons to them of their res}»cctivc stations. 

My information relative to the military of China is princi- 
[>ally derived from •J'V/n-trt-giw, an officer of high rank in the 
army who, tog('ther with Chuu~fa-f>in (tin* Mandarine particu- 
larly mentioned under tlic heads of Population and Ilf'venuc), 
was deputed by the emperor to attend my embafjsy, and who 
romained with me from the moment of my landin||un China, 
to my departure from Canton. f'an-fa-i>hi is of good 

understanding, and of gi'cat Iwdily strength. Being an excel- 
lent soldier, he has raised himself from an inferior station to 
the rank of or the third military degree, and to the 

ilorislu'd red coral button, Avhieh is the second class or or<!cr 
of piecedence in the state. Jn consc(iucncc of having re- 
ccMvcd thr<'e wounds in the service, he has besides been ho- 
nored with a peacock’s feather, which is worn pendent from 
the back of his ca]), and is a distinction golcly appropriated to 
the army. 

'I’liere are, in lime of peace, 1,800,000 troops within the 
great wall ; that is to say, 1,000,000 of infantry, and 800,000 
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cavalry; but in time of war, coiisidorabU: vletarlinients from 
them arc sent aln-oad, or Ix^yond the j+rcat wall. 

The Tartar troops, jn-oporly so called, are mostly stationed 
in Tartarv beyond the ;>rcut \vall, attached to the l)anu<'rs 
under tlu* comtriiind of their re.spective, chiefs, and upon (juiie, 
a dirterent footiu,i>' from the 1,800,000 regular (’hiiu'-ic tixJops 
above mentioned ; but a vast mimb(T of these latter arc Tar- 
tars, whohaxH* a higher pay than their Chinest' fellow soldiers ; 
and the principal oilicers of confidence in the army an; 'I'ar- 
taisi also. 

'File soldieisi arc all volunteers, and none are received into 
tin* siM’viee but such as are expert, healthy, strong, and sightly. 
Beside their ordinary pay, the empmor makt's them certain 
prc'-enfs np.on particular occasions, such as when they marry, 
when they ha\e male children born, and when their parents 
die; when they themselves <lie, their families are entitled to a 
gift of consolation. 'J’hns, then, the condition of a soldier in 
China is by no means an un<icsirablc one ; and when a man 
is onei' enrolled in the military, he* is generally looked upon as 
wcdl provided for. 

'I'hc allowances ai’e as follow : 

A Chinese horseman has three ounces and three-tenths of 
silver (at ().v. Hd. each) anti lil'tecn mcasui-cs of rice, per month. 

A 'Fartar horseman in tlu; Chinese army has seven dunces 
and twenty measures of rice per month. 

3 p 2 
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A Cliincsc foot soldier (in whose rank are ineludcd the ar- 
tillery, pioneers, and all who do not serve on horseback) has 

one ounce und six-teulhs of silver, and tea lueasurcs of rice 

per month. 

A 'Fartar foot soldier in the Chinese army has two on nee." 
and six-tenths, and ten measures of rice per montli. 

The emperor furnishes the arms and accoutrements, and the 
xipper garment, which, for the infantry, is commonly of a dark 
blue cotton stuft*, bound with a red galloon, coarse, clumsy, 
and inconvenient for active service. The hoi'semcn and the 
sword and target men are difterently clothed, some in yellow, 
some in white ; the particular reason of which distinctions 1 
know not, but I conclude it to- be of no moment. The ca- 
valry carry no pistols, and arc only anned with sword.s, and 
bows und arrows. 

'Fo every division is a certain proportion of match-lockens, 
jirchcrs, sword and target men, and cavalry. 'Fo every two 
hundred men is an imperial ensign or standard ; but at a parade, 
every tenth man carries a showy triangular pcnnoit of red, 
blue, green, or yellow taflety, I presume according to the 
fancy of the commanding officer. 

It is pretended that in the arsenal of every province 
there arc five hundred fire-locks * in store. All the other arms 
are match-locks, bows and arrows, and swords and bucklers. 

* Why do not the Chinese use fire4ocks instead of match-locks ? 
answered the question by sayingt tliat the flints were apt to miss fire» but that the 

3 
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Of eighty thousand Chinese troops employed in tlic last ex- 
pedition to Thibet, only thirty thousand hud fii'c-anns and 
t^sc all nmtch-locks. 

A. match lock in China costs 1 { ounce oi* tael of silvec. 

A sword ! - - - i an ounce. ' 

A bow - - - 3 T®r ounces. 

A sheaf of arrows - 3 -^ ounces. 

An uniform - - 4 ounces. 

In every walled town there is a garrison proportionate 
to its size for the security of the revenue, the magazines of 
provisions and the prisoners, whether debtors or criminals, 
lodged in the gaols there. It is pretended that in the maga- 
zines there are groat guns belonging to every town of this 
description, but 1 never saw any mounted on the walls or 
bastions not even at Pekin. The gates are generally very 
high and consist of several stories, one above the other, with 
port holes that are shut with doors, on the outside of which 
arc painted the representations of cannons which at a dis- 
tance took somewhat like the sham ports of our men of w'ar ; 
Init if real' cannon were mounted there they would Ix) ofiittle 
use as, on account of the lowness of the stories, the smoke 
would not suffer the people remaining to serve them. 

match-locks tliough slow were always sure. The truth i$^ I believe, that there are 
»o good flints in. China, and tlie Chinese maxim is to do as well as they possibly 
can without foreign supplies* I doubt whether the flints, brought from Europe to 
Cliina, be of (be best kind *, a change of climate could not extinguish their natural 
vivacity.^ 
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i List 

of the Chinese chief Military Officers^ their Number^ 


Ranks, and Salaries. 


Number. Rank. 

Salary of tacb 
per Ann. 

Total Taeh. 

iS 

The Tou-ton - .. 

4,000 

72,000 

62 

The '/ung-hing 

2,400 

148,800 

121 

The Foo-zien 

1,300 

*5793^0 

*65 

The Tchoo-zicA 

800 

132,000 

37.3 

The Giou-zi 

600 

223,800 

425 

The Tou-tze 

400 

170,000 

825 

The Sciou-foo 

320 

264 ,000 

1,680 

The Zien-zun 

160 

268,000 

3,622 

The Pa<zun 

130 

4709870 

44 

Commissaries of corn and provi- 




sions of the Arst rank- 

320 

« aj.,080 

330 

Commissaries of a>m and provi- 




sions of the second rank 

160 

‘‘52,800 


Total Taels 

- 

» * 974 , 45 ^ 


A roiii^h Cnlcufdfioii of the Mitilortf 
Fjutablishment. 


1 ,000,000 infantry at two ounces of silver 
each per month, provisions 
included • - 24,00,0000 

800,000 cavalry at 4 ounces each - 38,400,000 

800,000 horses at 20 ounces each, and 
annual wear and tear at 10 
percent. - - 1,600,000 

Uniforms for 1,800,000 <men once a year, 

at 4 ounces each > - 7,200,000 

Yearly wear and tear of arms, accoutre* 
ments, contingencies, &c. at i ounce 
per annum • - - 1,800,000 

' ' ■ 73,000,000 


Total Taels 


74*974*450 
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N. B. No allowance being made in tlic above estimate 
for the expense of artillery, tents, w'ar cijuipago, nor for 
vessels of force, boats, &e., I inclntle them in the extra- 
ordinaries of the army, which arc probably ccpuil to tin' 
ordinaries. 


'irts and Scioiccs. 

'I’ur. CliincM* possess great skill in many bnmehes of 
the arts, pariicnlarly in the mannfacture of silk stutts, and 
of certain kinds of cotton cloth. 'Fhey excel in the secrets 
ofilycing and lixinsr their colow, in the process also of 
grinding and preparing their pigments for limning, in com- 
posing and laying on varnishes, and in neatness of joining 
and cabinet-uoik ; hut what they are supposed to under- 
stand, in a \er\ superior degree, is the pottery, or art of 
molding clay or csirth to every purpose of which it is capable, 
ami of shaping, glazing, coloring, and hardening it as they 
please. Hence the beauty and variety of their poreelaiue, 
the snioothnes'. and brillianey of their tiles, and the neat- 
ness and solidity of their bricks. With regard to the latter, 
to say nothing of the great wall, I must observe, lluil we 
s.iw some buildings at )'nen~min-i/iu‘n which, as jiieees of 
brick nork, are superior, both in point ol’ niaUaiaks and 
workmanship, to house in the soulh-\\<sl corner 
of llanover-scpiarc, which is boasted of as the most j>oifect 
thing of the sort in Kuglaiid. Whatever they undertake 
they appear to perform with ease and dexterity. After 
Parker’s twi) great lustres had been put togctlwa* by oiir 
people, from England, and hung up in the great hall f)f 
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Vmi-min-yven, an operation that required considerable, 
lime, pains, and intclHgcncy, it being ibund necessary to 
remove them lo atujtlier place, two common Chinese took 
them down piece by piece in less than half an hour Avilhout 
the smallest assistance or instruction. A Chinese with his 
rude instruUiCnt (juickly cut otF a slip from the edge of A 
cuj’A'ed plate of glass, belonging to the dome of the plane- 
tarium, which »)ur artists could not eflcct after repeated 
itlcmpts Avith a diamond. This appeared the more extra- 
ordinary as the use of glass is not yet familiar to the people, 
their table utensils being mostly of poreelaine, their mirrors 
of metal, and their Aviudows of oyster-shell or of paper. 
'I’hcy c.\ecule all kituls of embroidery and ncedle-Ai'ork witli 
'idinirahle <*legance ; and the eommoncst articles of their 
<ire.ss, though clumsy and cumbersome in its fashion, arc 
yet seAve<l and made up with singidar precision and con- 
trivance. 'J'hey can copy an European picture Avith great 
exactness ; but they appear to be slrangcrs to the, princi- 
ples of perspective in ])aintiug, their oavu original pieces 
being Avithout any distribution of light and shade. 'I’his is 
the lUore extraordinary, as from the laying out of their gar- 
dens and pleasure-grounds, ono Avould be tempted lo imagine 
that they understood perfectly aacII the effects of which it 
is ca[)ablc of producing. 

Jn respect lo K'ienec the Chinese arc certainly far behind 
the European Avorld. 'J’liey have hut a very limited knovv- 
k'tlgo of malhematies and astronomy, although iVom some 
ol’ the j)riiit('d aceoituts of China, one might be led to 
imagine that they were w'cll versed in them. A gre^t part 
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of their astronomy is mere astrological trifling, whose Chief 
end is to point out the proper times for certain ceremonies, 
npon the strict ohscrvancc of which the happiness of the 
empire and of individuals is supposed .lo depend. Their 
aflectation of the science of astionomy or astrology (for they 
have but one word in their language to express both) in- 
ducctl lliciii at a very remote periotl lo establish a matlie- 
niatical college or tribunal, the duty of which is to prepare 
and furnisli to the natioiv an annual calendar, somewhat like 
our Poor Bobins yUmonack^ with lists of dll the lucky and un- 
lucky days of the year, predictions of the weather, directions 
for sowing and n'aping, &c.' &c. This branch is entirely cou- 
flded to and conducted by' the Chinese doctors, who arc; 
chosen for the purpose from among the most celebrated phi- 
lomaths of the nation : but the real astronon)icaI parts (the 
calculalion of eclipses, the phases of the moon, the conjunc- 
tion of the planets, &c.) are at present committed to the charge 
of three J'juropcan missionaries, namely, Oouvea the- bishop 
of Pekin, his secretary, and Padre Antonio, all of them Por- 
tuguese, but none of them eminently qualified for the business. 
'J’lic Chinese could not venture to depend 011 the calculations 
of their own people, as they arc known to be never quite 
accurate, and to be often, in<lceil generally, very erroneous, 
'i'licy have however a tolcraldc idea of the circles of the 
sphere, of the annual and diurnal motions and the common 
idieuomcna, but are entirely straiigcix lo the true principles 
of physic;al astronomy. The first introduction of Kuropcans 
into the mathematical tribunal is said to have ariscu from a 
circumstance which in itself is alone sufficient proof of the 
tsross ignorance of the Chinese in astronomical matters. I’licir 

VOL, Jf. .'>0 
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computation of time being solely lunar soon became neces- 
sarily erroneous from their defect in the knowledge of the irre- 
gularities of the moon's motion ; and the errora resulting from 
their ignorance in tills respect accumulated to such a degree 
that a palpable change of seasons became perceptible; in 
order therefore to correct this error in their calendar tliey 
added or threw out a mouth in certain years where it ap- 
peared to be necessary to keep the seasons iu their proper 
places. These intercalations were inadc however without any 
system, and consequently liable to gross mistake and growing 
error. One of the European missionaries in I67O undertook 
to explain to the court the nature of the mistakes coinmittoil by 
the tribunal of mathematics, and to convince them that, in that 
very year, they had improperly inserted an intercalary month, 
when it ought only to have been considered as a common 
• year of twelve lunar months. As the Chinese arc not very 
nice in their calculations, the Eurojicans have not had much 
difliculty, since that time, in keeping tlieir calendar pretty 
near the truth. iMom this accident the missionaries derived 
many advantages, and began to acquire some consideration at 
court, 'J'o what height their attainments in science may 
have rea(.*hed f know not ; but we have good reason to think, 
that their succcssoi's of the present day have not soared 
many degrees above the Chinese ; for, according to their own 
confession to Mr. Harrow, they take very little pains in cal- 
culating the eclipses on mathematical principles, but chiefly 
content themselves with reducing them, as given in the Paris 
almanacs, from the meridian of that capital to the meridian 
of l\kin. 'I’lu'y expressed much uneasiness and apprehen- 
sion that the Subversion in France would prevent the Conaois- 
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sancea des Temps from being regularly transmitted to them 
as forincrl.y ; and were therefore hlghl^’^ gratified by our 
furnislilng them with the latest of our printed nautiral almu- 
inanacks, and a manuscript supplement calculated lor a> few 
years to come. ^Vith regard to geometry, some lew of the 
Chinese, attached to the hoard of astroiunhy, arc acquainted 
with some of the most common and useful propositions ; 
luit whether they wen; known in the country, previous to the 
arrival of the missionaries, I cannot ascertain. Some of them 
are said likewise to have a slight knowledge of plain trigo- 
nomelry, hut are totally ignorant of spherical. A table of 
logurithms has been pnblisluMl in the. Chineses eliavacter : 
but this admirable a.ssistant to arithmetical ealciriations was 
iatrodneed by the Jesuits in the reign of Cang-shcc, 'ri:o 
operations of algebra are wholly unknown among the Chi- 
nese. (iouvt;a, the present Portuguese bishop of* Pekin, 
M ho belongs to the tribunal of mathematics, said that it had 
hitlicrto been found impossible to I'cnder this branch of ina- 
themalics intelligible to them, because their language did 
not admit of uti alphabet ; but his reverence did not seem 
perfectly to understand the subject hiuiself ; for algebraical 
<[uantities may certainly be represented by any mark or 
character, as well as by the letters of am J:/ui*opean alpluibet. 
The truth indeetl is, that the present missionaries airc very 
little conversant in algebra, or the higher j)airts of the mathe- 
inaties, and but poor proficients in any otlun* branch of 
science. Some of those, who were pfitronixcd by the em- 
peror Cang-shec, about fourscore years ago, were men of con- 
siderable knowledge, and of indefatigable industry; tlicy 
attempted to introduce experimental philosophy into China, 
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anti from the accounts ^ven by them of thctaslc of the court, , • 
and of the avidity with which their lessons and exliibitions ‘ • 
were received, we w’crc induced to provide and carry with 
MS an expensive apparatus of different kinds, and of tlic 
latest inventions ; but we had vpry little occasion to make use 
of them, for almost every thing of this nature, that had 
been taught by the Jesuits, seemed to be cither entirely for- 
gotten or considered of no value. Neither Kien-lAmg him- 
self nor those about, him appeared to have any curiosity in 
tiicsc matters ; it is besides the policy of the present govern- . 
ment to discourage all novelties, and to prevent their subjects, 
as much as possi\>lc, from entertaining a higher opinion of 
foreignere than of themselves. Doctor Dinwiddie gave a few 
lectures aud exhibited some experiments at Canton to the 
English factory, .which were constantly attended by the prin- 
cipal Chinese merchants, who seemed highly delighted Avith 
them, and shoAved the strongest desire of farther instruction. 
Had Dinwiddie remained at Canton, and continued his courses, 

I dare say he might have soon realized a very considerable 
sum of money from his Chinese pupils alone. But the 
Mandarines in Pekin manifoste<l very little disposition of 
this kind ; none of them discovered the slightest notion of 
the physical properties of bodies, the pressure of ffuids, the 
principles of optics, perspective, electricity, &c. although 
several of them had seen air-pumps, electrical machines, 
telescopes, prisms, magic-lanthorns, and shoAV-boxes. 
Nevertheless it Avas observed that most of the great men, 
Avho Avent to see the globes, the planetarium, the barome- 
ters, and pendulums put up at Fven-min-^tien, affected to 
vieAV them with careless indifference, as if such things were 
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quite common and familiar to them, and the use of theni well 
understood. They could not however conceal their sense of the 
bcuut3' and elegance Qf our Derby poi*cclaine,whcn tliev^ saw the 
ornamental vases belohging to Vulliamy’s clocks. Three young 
jirinccs, sons of the emperor’s eleventh son, frequently visited 
our artists whilst engaged at Ynen-ni'm-yutn, tfiul expressed 
great admiration of the workmanship anrl appearance of the 
globes, clocks, and orrery, but candidly owned that they 
did not comprehend the purposes of them. Though the 
father of these princes is the ptitroa or inspector of the college - 
of mathematics, it is probable he does not hold the elements 
taught there in very high estimation, as his children were not 
instructed in them, their "education being solely' confined to 
the acquirement of the Chinese and Mantchoo languages, the 
study of their ceremonies or ethics, aiid of tlic history of their 
own empire. 

The Chinese bridges are generally of a light and ^egant 
appearance, but I presume of a slight construction, for there 
are very few of them over which wheel-carriages are allowed 
to pass. The elliptical arch is unknown to them as ittras to 
the ancient Greeks and Romans, but they have variety of what 
are usually called Gothic arches. Instead of a key-stone, in 
the form of a tnincatcd wedge as with us, the crown of their 
semi-circular arcli is usually a cuVved stone segnient of a con- 
siderable span, from whence it may be presumed that their 
geometrical skill is not very great in the construction of 
brklges. 
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It sometimes happens that, men by mere dint of natural 
])arts, M'ithout the advantage of education (such, for example, 
as Arkwright and Brindley) will hit upon luethods of accom> 
pUshing great undertakings, where the most plausible theories 
have been found insunicicnt or inapplicable to the purpose; 
but this can randy hap|>on except in a country like Europe, 
where the general efli'ct of the mechanical powers is himiliar to 
lh<‘ vulgar, from the daily ol)bCiTance of the apjdicatiou of some 
one or other of s»ieh powers, lluis cvejy common laborer 
will have recourse to a pulley, a lever, a tooth and pinion 
wheel, because he has seen them perform their function>> a 
thoiisand limes, and although he has no just idea of thek 
exact powers, yet, by rcju'ated trials, he is sure of suc^jcbdmg' 
in his object; but in a country like China, whcixi the sciences, 
whii'h probably first pointed out' those artificial pow’crs, arc 
little known and little cultivated, difficulties where they occur 
arc usually surmounted by the m^'casc and bodily exertions 
of numbers. Perhaps, indeed, it may not be refining too mucli 
to supix)se, that the Chinese neglect of science as applicable 
to practice is the result of reflexion, and that it is true wis- 
<lotn in the government to discountenance the general use of 
the mechanical lowers, employing such artificial aid only 
w’hcre it is absolutely unavoidable, because the existence of 
so many millions of the people depends chiefly upon their 
manual labor. Most of the tilings which the Chinese know' 
they seem to have invented themselves, to have applied them 
solely to the purpose wanted, and to have never tliought of 
improving or extending them farther. They know so far as 

* -m 
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that Aaiural bodily force may be assisted by means of the 
single pulley and the lever. The first we observed at Ta~cou 
in the transhipping of our packages from the sea-junks into the 
river ones, for which operation they employed three or four 
single pullies each with its separate/«W or rope to each of Uie 
packages. These pullies wei’c made fast to a horiaont|iI rope 
stretched Ijetween the masts, and four or five men applied 
their strength to each i*opc. So far they have proceeded in 
this contrivance, but seemingly no farther, because probably 
the immense population of the country can at all times su])- 
ply any number of hands that may be required ; and it may 
also be an object to them ra.ther to gain in {mint of time than 
in power, otherwise having already ein{)loyed the single pul- 
ley, the double one, it might be supposed, would easily have 
occurred to them. For raising the anchors of the large sea 
junks that make distant voyages, they have a machine or 
kind of windlass, to which scveriil levers are fixed, and, which, 
instead of being stopped by pallsj is stopped by a wedge in- 
serted between the rollers and the deck.- A maclniic of the 
same kind placed vertically, is said to be used for drawing their 
vessels up a glacis from the lower level of a canal to an u{)per 
one ; but of this singular method of overcoming inequalities of 
surface in inland navigation, without the use of locks and. 
sluices, I am not qualified, to give a pVoper account, as nothing 
of the sort occurred in the course of our passage, but it is of- 
ten practised in several other parts of the country. There are- 
indeed no undertakings of utility and invention for which the 
Chinese arc more celebrated than the numberless comi:^qj|tca- 
tious by water through the interior of their vast empire., 'Jliese 
ha\e excited general admiration among Ibreigners. , As. a,cc)u- 



APPENDIX TO 


4SS 

''klorablc part our journey fron» Pekin to Ilang-ichoo-foot was 
upon wliat is usually called tbe grand or iiuperjal canal, 1 aln 
enabled to give sonic account of it. 'rbis great M’ork was exe- 
cuted for the purpose of laying open to each other the northern 
ati(l southern provinces of the empire. It is more properly 
an improved river than an .entirely artificial canal, according to 
our general acceptation of the term, for it has a descent almost 
in every paityund generally runs with considerable velocity. Al- 
though it is evident that the projector were very little, if at all, 
acquainted with the principles of levelling, they possessed sufli- 
cient sagacity to avail themselves of all the natural advan- 
tages resulting from the ground over which the water was 
to be conveyed. If we turn our attention to that particular 
part of the canal which lies between the Eu^ho and the Than^- 
//c, and which effects the communication of tliese two rivers, a 
tolerable idea may be formed of the extent of Chinese know- 
ledge and contrivance in enterprises of this nature. The direct 
distance of the Ed-Ao to the lloang-hot where the canal unites 
them, may be about two hundred miles. Ihc beds of tlu'se 
two rivere arc pretty nearly on the same level, but the inter- 
jacent country rises from each with an imperceptible ascent 
and is highest about midway. Tlic Chinese had no instru- 
ment or other means of art to ascertain this point of eleva- 
tion, 'but nalnrc seems to have indicated it to them by tin* 
‘ course of the river, which, rising in Chan-tong to the eastward, 
and running u’cstward in the intermediate space between tlic 
£»^/u> and Hoang-h6t is obstructed in its passage, and tlicn di- 
vides into two branches, one of which takes a uofthem eomve 
and falls into, the Eu-hot the otlier puisues a southern route* 

and descends into the Jloang-ho. The northern stream seems 
3 
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to have been gcncrall}'’ traced according to all iis tvindings, the 
iMjd of it enlarged, and formed with an uniform descent, and 
its 'navigation improved by dood-gatcs thrown across at cer- 
tain distanc(‘b, bometimes of two, three, or more miles asun- 
der, in order ^o prevent too great or too sudden a loss of w a- 
tcr. 'L’hesc flood-gates arc no more than a few loose planks, 
sliding between two grooves, cut in the stone piers or abut- 
ments, which project on each side from the banks of the canal, 
and approach so near us to leave in the middle only a sufli- 
cient space for the largest junks or vessels to pass through. 
A few miles before the northern branch joins ^le Eu-^hot in- 
stctul of ibllowing, as tbrincriy, the natural meanders of the 
stream, it is can’icd btraight forward in one diiectioii, by a 
deep cut of forty fl'et through a jiartial clevatiou of tho sur- 
tacc of the ground. I'lio task was not difficult, the soil is, 
a mixture of light sand and clay, entirely fireo fltKipt rocks or 
any sort of stone. But the southern branch retn^d more 
management and address, as its progi^^ wm td oC directed 
o\er a great extent of swampy grounds apd and from 

thence through an ascending country On 

approadiing this morass, they werfV^^bligedw cutlery deep 
below* the surface of the ground, for the purpose of giving the 
water a 'velocity sufficient to ibree itself l^ween two high 
'banks above the inundated country incredible la- 
bor ai$d expense. ,In one place it traverses a vast lake, 
wboi^ surface is far l^ov its own, and there its^banks are ri- 
vetted with enormous blocks of marble, dasjied togetlicr at 
the top with iron ; and lest the l)ody of water in the canal 
should prove too strong for the resistance of the banks, they 
are intersected srkh sluices at certain distances, through which 
vox. ij. ’ 3 R 
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the supernuou3 water passes into deep ditches or holluMs 

formed on each bide in the middle of the banks tiicinselres. 

* * *• * 

'rJic suiK^e pt‘ the water let into these ditches or lu)11o^\ s l)e- 
inj» kept at a mean height between the surthccs of the canal 
ami the lake or inundation, the pressure of the body of water 
is diminished by one lialf, and tlie danger of disruption cousi- 
ilciably removed. Tlie catial then proceeds through a rising 
country, being often thirty and forty tect Ixilow the surface of 
the ground, and falls into the Hoang-‘/w with a current of two 
to three miles per hour. 

From the above account it may he inferred, Ih it the Chi- 
nese in flat or nearly flat countries are chiefly directed by llu* 
apparent eoui’se of the natural stoMins, lollow it as ueaih as 
.possible, i^ithout regarding the laboi or expense attending 
such a and w'hcn tiiey eoiiu' to a diflieu^^aot easily 

suiinOut^»**by their other means, they hav^,4Koursc to a 
glaciSf dowtl^.which the a essels are pgssc^ beta cen 

two canals levels *. 


*^Note. !Rhe« lhaye i^Ived the fdtowiog aote from Dr. 

Dinwiddie, who hai^gK^^Ki^Sil| from itie at Hm-eheu-^ m order to {irDceed to 
ChttMM^ for the purpoie trf the Himtostan &r CtStepr* Jaxt ^ 

portunkyof examiniigttiorB at Maiiret not cmlf the coi»&ioacigi«^|^kkil;.a}to the^ 
other* whose cotnijM|||hflOn it preserved by tneans of a ^atis, ^ 

" The flood-gates in the cuals of China are prtferable to in 

" evoy utuatkm .where the can:^ is nearly level, and ate eonstrocted aoajfpiier of 
" the expense. 


<* The inclined plane down wlucb the boats are taondied ani^p which Oiey 
“ are drawn is a mode sofierior to oor {oaetice, for beside cheaper 

** they are much, move expeditious. Tltc power employed con^s of two wind- 
** buses, placed opposite to'eadt ofber pn. the banlts, or abiitments of the canal, 
« the axis perpendicular, the gui^^eons pf^^lovcr end supported^tm a stone and the 
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The Chinese have an execllciit nu'tliod of oatTviiig hea\y 
packages, by dividing the burden pretty equally among the 
bearers. This is cflected by applying two long poles parallel- 
wise to the object of conveyance, and b}' crossing these at 
their extremities with two others. Faglit men are thus ad- 
mitted to an equal participation of the weight. By lengthen- 
ing tlic first poles with four others, and by applying to their e\- 
treiniti(‘s two transverse ones as before, sixteen men may be 
engaged together in this machinery, and so» on to a greater 
number ; but I do not recollect to have seen more than thirty- 
two men employed at once in the carrying of a single bur- 
den. 1 had aircatly slightly uuMitioncd this method of carrying 

packages in my Journal of the 21st August 1793. 

« 

As it is generally supposed that the art of printing is of 
great anti<puty among the Chinese, 1 must not ptiss it by 
without some notice. Their printing, such as 1 saw, is merely 
the impre‘>sion of a wooden cut, or rather perhaps from an em- 
bossing or caning in a/fo relievo upon a flat board or tablet, 
vhich when wetted with ink and impressed by the paper, 
(h'livers a i*e\ cisod coj)y of itself. Froni the si/<' of the page, 
which is incapable of decomposition, from the necessary 
accuracy of the process, and the tediousness of Uie execution, 
it would seem that new publications are not \fry frequent, 
and that knowledge is not so rapidly disseminated in China 


** upper end-tunihig between two stones, sustained in an horizontal ppsition on 
« four upright stotlesi Each windlass has four ban which are rnahned with 
** twelve to sixteen persons. 'Fhc time employed in one instance observed was 
« two miputes and a half, and in another about three.” - " 

:J H 2 • . ’ ■ ' 
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as ill Ens^land bv rciicws, ningaisincs, and such other perioih* 
cai oracles of taste and literature. 

Du S^alde and Crosier tell us that the Chinese have move- 
able types made of wood, not of cast- metal as with us, but 
that they use them only for the corrections and changes in 
the Pekin Court Register, or list of public officers, which is 
renewed every three months. In this case, however, I sus- 
pect that they have no letter fount, but that they cut away 
the old characters or names that are to be altered, and fill 
up tlie space bygUiing pr otherwise fastening the new bnes 
upon it. The weekly gazettes, published in most of the 
great cities of the empire, arc, 1 believe, struck off in their 
common method of block-printing. 

Whether printing as practised by us be an original Euro- . 
pean invention, or whether the first hint of it was received by 
way of Tartary from China, I will not presume to determine, 
but it is certain that the art was not known in Europe till one 
hundred and fifty years after Marco Polo's return from China. 
As he did not impart the discovery I conclude he was igno- 
rant Of it, and that such books as he may have seen there, he 
mistook for manuscripts, 'and, indeed, to the eye of a 
stranger they hav,e much of ths^t appearance. 


The structure of the' Chinese langaagc, which, it is said, 
consists of eighty thousand words or characters, each word 
however originally formed, being a distinct^' iiylivisible 
hieroglyphic or representation of an idea, is such as to 
render the use of immoveable types totally .inapplicable to 
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^tinting ) fbr as the Chinese hare no alpliabct of 
letters* or (il^ents of composiUon as wc have, it would be 
necessary for theu\ '(instead of a fount of twenty- four divisions 
which are sufficient for languages like ours) to have a fount of 
hignty thousand divisions for theirs* or a division for every 
separate character* a project ini])ossih]e to be reduced to 
practice. < 

The skill of the. Chinese in medicine, surgery, and che- 
mistry is certainly very limited, notwithstanding what wc 
have read in many authors of their proficiency in those arts. 

I’hc excellent <|uality of the China silk, and the Ijeauty 
of the stutfs* which arc manufactured w itii it, have claimed 
the admiration of the world from the earli(;st ages, llje raw 
material itself is, 1 understand, superior to any of the same 
kind of any other country ; but 1 have been assured that the 
fabrics of Lyons and Spitalfields arc sometimes even superior 
to those of Nankin. Of. this I cannot pretend to judge ; 
but admitting that the Chinese cun weave the best silks in 
the world, it is no less true that they also make the worst* 
for they suffer nothing to be lost; the flosses, combings* 
refuse, &c. are all carefully saved and worked into some 
useful texture or oth<(r* such as nettings, curtains* gauzes* 
girdles, &c. All that I could learn relative to' the silk* 
silk-woims, and mulberry-trees of China is contained in my 
answers to the Honorable East 1 ndia Compahy^s queries on 
these subjects ; but 1 mn concerned to say* that thf^'^re not 

very satisfactory, for I found it impossible to' obmn all the 

« 

information 1 wanted. 
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AVith regard to the agiicalture of the Chinese^ who arc 
r('stain]y moat admirable Imsbandnien^ such d):4crvatioiis and 
roinurk^as I had occasion to make upon the subject, during 
the course of iiij tmvels, being interspersed through my 
journal, it is unnecessary to repeat them here. 

1 lining gi\cn an extensive description of the emp^ors 
guldens at (j oho), in my account of that place, I ha\c the 
loss to add upon Chinese 'scenography, or art of laying out 
pleasiire-grountls', upon which they value themselves so 
highly, iis they do indeed upon every thing else that affords 
them the slightest pretension. Whether our style of garden^ 
ing was rciilly copied fioin the Chinese, or originated with 
ourselves, I leave for vanity to assert, and idleness to dis- 
cuss. A discovery, which is the' result of good sense and 
reflection, may equally occur to the most distant nations 
without either borrondug from the other. There is certainly 
a greu\ analogy between our gaidening and the Chinese; 
but our excellence seems to be rather in impivn ing nature, 
theirs to roncpier her, and yet produce the same effect. It is 
indiflerent to a Chine^c wlieiv he makes his garden, whether 
on a spot favoured or abaiuloncd by the rural deities. If (he 
latter, he invites them or eonqicls them to return. His point 
is to change everything liom what he found it ; to explode 
the old fashion of the creation, ^nd introduce novelty m 
every comer. If there he a waste, he adorns it with tie<*s : 
if a dry desert, lie waters it with a river or floats it with a 
lake. If there be a smooth flat, liit varies it with all possible 
conversions. Ho undulates the surface, he raises it in hills, 
scoops it info vaUies, and roughens it with rocks. lie softens 
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asperities, brings ^ amenity into the wilderness, or animates 
the tuincncss of an expanse by accompanying it witli^ tlm 
tuajesty of a forest. Deceptions and eye-traps the Chinese lire 
not unacquainted with, but they use them very sparingly. 
I observed no artificial ruins, caves or hermitages. 'J’hough 
the sublime jiredomioalcs in its proper station, you are insen- 
sibly led to contemplate it, not startled by its sudden intru- 
sion ; for in the plan cheerfulness is the principal feature., 
and lights up the lace of the scene, 'fb enliven it still more 
the aiil of architecture is invited. All the buildings are per- 
fect of their kind, cither eh'gantly simple or highly decorated 
according to the etfci t that is intciuh'd to arise, erected at 
suitable distances and judiciously contrasted, never crowded 
tog(‘thcr in confusion, nor afK‘ctetlly confronted, aq^ staring 
at <;ach other without nu'aiiing. Proper edifices in proper 
jilaces is the stile which they admire. Tlie summer-houses, 
the pavilion, the pagoda, have all their respective situations, 
which they distinguish and impruv<», but which any other 
structures would injure or deform. The only things disagree- 
able t<i my eye are the large porcelain figures of lions, tigers, 
tiragons, tkc. and the rough-hewn steps and huge masses of 
roek-work which they seem studious of introducing near many 
of their houses and palaces. Considering their geiuTul g(K)d 
taste in the other points I was imieh surprised at this, and 
could only account for it by the oxpenst' and ilu* diiliciilty of 
bringing together such incongraitios ; l‘or it is a cuimnou 
ctfeef of enormous riches to pusli every thing they can pro- 
cure to bombast and e^traA'agance, Avhieh are the death of 
taste. In other countries, however, as Avell as in China, 1 
have seen some of the most boasted scats, either- outgroAving 
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their beauty Irom a plethora of their owtjer’s wealth, or bc- 
cuiniug capricious or liypochundriacol by a quackisb appliai' 
tion of it. A few fine places even in Ufigland might be 
pointed out that arc laboring under tliesc rlisordcrs ; nut to 
mention some celebrated houses where twisted stair-cases, 
window-glass cupolas, and embroidered chimney pieces con- 
vey notliing to us but the whims and dreams of .sickly 
' fancy, without an atom of gi'aiidcur, taste, or propriety. 

'rhe architecture of the Chinese is of a peculiar stile, to- 
tally unlike any other, irreducible to our rules, but perfectly 
consistent with its own. It has certain principles from which 
it nc'.vor deviates ; and although', when examined, acconling 
to ours, if sins against the ideas wc have imbibed of distri- 
bution, composition, and proportions, yet, upon the whole, 
it often produces a most pleasing effect ; as we sometimes set* 
a ])crson without a single good feature in his face, have never- 
theless a very agi’ceable countenance. 


J^uvigation. 

In my journal of the 11th of August 1793, I gave some 
account of the junks and shipping employed by the Chinese, 
anti expressed my astonishment ht their obstinacy in not imi- 
tating the ingenuity and dexterity of Europeans in the built 
and manoeuvre t)f their vessels, after having had such striking 
examples before their eyes ftir these two hundred and fifty 
years past ; but 1 must now, in a great measure, retract my 
censures upon this point, as from what 1 have since observed 

in the course of my several voyages on the rivers and canals 
4 
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of Chinn, I confess that 1 believe the yachts and other craft, 
iisiinlly employed upon iheni, for tlic conveyance of jWSSCn*- 
gers and inenJiandizc, and the Chinese boatmen’s manner ui' 
conducting and managing them, are perfectly n'<*ll calculated 
for the purj)oHcs intemled, and jn’obably superior to any 
other that we in our vanity might advise them to adopt. 

AVith regartl to vessels of a dillci'enl kind for more <listant 
voyages to JJatavia, Manilla, Japan, or Cochin-China, 1 am 
iutbrmed that the Chinese of Canton, who have had frecjucnt 
op])orl unities of seeing our ships there, arti by no means in- 
sensible of the advantage they possess over their own ; and 
that a principal merchant llwre, some time sine(‘, had or- 
tlcrctl a large vessel to bo constructed according to an English 
model ; but the Ilou-pno being apprized of it, not only forced 
him to rcliiujuish his project, but made him pay a consider- 
able fine for his dcliniiucncy, in presuming to depart from 
the ancient established modes of the emjiire which, accord- 
ing to his notions, must be wiser and lietler than those of 
the barbarous nations which came from Europe to trade 
there. It is, indeed, as 1 have before remarked, the pre- 
vailing system of the Tartar government to imj)re.ss the 
people with an idi'a of their own sufliciency, and to under- 
value in their eyes, ^s much as possible, tlu; superior inven- 
tion of foreign nations ; but their vigilance, in this r(\spoct, 
and the pains they tJikc for the purpose, evidently betray 
the conscious fears and jealousy which they entertain of their 
subjects’ taste for novelty, and their sagacity in discovering 
and wishing to arlopt the various articles of European inge- 
nuity for use, convenience, and luxury, in preference to their 
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<)wii cliimsy old-fashioned contrivances. I am assured, for 
instance, that several smart young Chinese at Canton are 
in the habit of wearing breeches and stockings /) r.bi^lohe. 
in their liouscs, and when they come abroad cover them over 
with their usual Chinese accoutrements. No precaution 
can stand before necessity ; whatever they want iVoin us thev 
must have, and every da}' they will want inon’ ; and elude 
all means of prevention in order to procure them. Colton, 
opium, watches, broad cloth, and tin they cannot do without, 
and I have little doubt that in a short time we shall hav<^ al- 
most a monopoly of those supplies to them. 

But to return from this digression to the subject of Chi- 
nese navigation. It is a very singular circumstajice that, 
though the Chinese appear to be so ignorant of that art, and 
have neither charts of their coasts or seas t«> direct them, 
nor forestall’, quadrant or other instrument for taking the sun’s 
altitude, yet they have for many ages past been accpiainted 
with the use of the mariner’s compass ; they even pretend that 
it was known to them before the time of Confucius. Be that 
as it may, the best writers agree that it was not known to us 
in Europe till the latter end of the 13th century, after Ihc 
conquest of China by the Mongol 'J’artars ; but whether com- 
municated by Marco Polo on his return from China, or 
by some other advcntin’cr, remains undecided. 

AVhoever it was that originally introduced the mariner's 
compass as now used of thirty-two points, would appear to 
have had more [)ractical than scientific knowledge, as long 
before the discovery of the magnetic needle in Europe, philo- 
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sophors of all nations liacl agreed to divide (he circle into 
three hundred and sixty equal parts or degrees. One reason 
probably of the gen erdl adoption and continuance of this num- 
ber, is the convenience of its being divisible into integral 
parts by so many different numbers ; the ]>oinls of our mari- 
riner’s compass, however, haj^pen not to lx* among these num- 
bers, for 36*0 divided by 352 give 11^, so that except the four 
cardinal points and their four bisecting points, ail the others, 
when converted into degrees, are involved with fractions ; :i 
circumstance of some inconvenience at fn'st, altboumh now ini- 
material to seamen, who have tables for every minute of a de- 
gree ready calculated to their hands. Considered in this 
point of view, the Chinese, without any pretensions to science, 
and without a repeated bisection of 4, 8, 16, and .352, as in tlu^ 
Euro[)cau compass, have fallen upon a nmre convenient <livi- 
sion of the card of their compass than that which we have 
adopted. Theirs is quartered by the four cardinid points in 
the same manner as ouns, and each of these is subdivided 
into 6 points, making 524 points in the whole card, so that every 
point contains 13 degrees, or the 241 h part of 3()0. 


Language. 

Without presuming to decide upon the merits or tie- 
merits of a language, which I haVc so little ac<(uaintaucc 
with, I shall however set down that little which I have. It 
appears to me to be an universal character for this part of the 
world, as the Japanese, the Cochin-Chinese, the people of 
Pulo Condore, &c. though they could not understand the 
language of our Chinese interpreters when spoken to them, 
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yet pericctly cornprcheiulcd wliatevcr they wrote, in the same 
niaiuicr as all the musicians in Kuropc, of every different 
country, understand equally well th'e musical s(;alc, andf 
yead written music, whether Italian, (icrnian, English, or of 
any other school ; and as all nations in Europe eiiually un- 
derstand the Arabic nuincrals, and the various signs used by 
astronomers, mutlicmaticians, chymists, &c. If it be true, 
to the extent it is said to be, that the Chinese languagi; con- 
sists of as great a diversity of characters, as that scarcely any 
one man is capable of learning tliem all, it is, no doubt, a 
very great defect ; let us, howm er, consider, for a monunit, 
how few there are vho really undta'stand the meaning of 
every word that occui's in the lexicon of our own language 
(the English.) 'J’o him who does not, the word not imdi:r- 
stood is exactly the same, as an unknown or unlearned cha- 
riicter in the Chinese language to a Chinese. 

From the progression of scienec, wnthin these two hnndred 
years, 1 suppose there may be nearly a lbu';th more words 
in the English language at present than had been recidved in 
Queen Elwabeth’s time; and if the range of our knowledge 
fmlargcs, the number of words to express our knowledge 
must be enlarged also. Tn the aetual state of our language, 
1 believe there are very feAv men not capable of ac(}uiriug a 
thorough acquaintance with every word of it, and each word 
is certainly a charar.Ur^ being only a different cmtdnnation of 
letters from any otlaT word, and cxpri'ssiug an idea, just 
as each Chinese character is a diHcrmit combination of marks 
or strokes ; but each expressing an idea. No\v, 1 imagine it 
verj^ possible to find several individuals in Europe, particu- 
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larly in Germany, who arc perfect masters of Greek, Latin, 
English, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Genuati. 
Perhaps, tlic various vocaldes of these eight languages put 
together may turn out to bo not fewer than all the Chinese 
characters, which have been so much ccnsuretl ou account of 
their number and varictv. I dare say that Sir William 
Jones, now one of the judges in IVngal, knows several lan- 
guages more than I liiive enumerated, conse(|uently if he had 
been born a Chinese, and applied himself solely as the 
Chinese do to the study of the Chinese language, he would 
have very easily mastered every character and combination 
which it consists of. 'I’lie (.'hincse, by studying their own 
language only, are likely to know it well, and every Chinese 
studi<?s it more or l(;ss ; and as to the great dilHculty of learn- 
ing it, for which we find fault with it, I*ani persuaded that 
it is much exaggerated ; for I never heard it complained of 
by the Chinese themselves, and, among them, I observe 
that every body, even the meanest jvcople, can write it 
sufliciently for their business, an<l the common purposes of 
life. 

Sir George Staunton’s son, a boy of twelve years old, 
during our passage from England learned, in a few broken 
lessons from a very cross master jind by his own attention, 
not otdy such a copia vi rborum and phraseology as eimbJ(?d 
him to make himself understood, and to utulei’shmd othci-s 
when he arrived in China ; but aecpiircd such a duality in 
writing the Chinese character, that he copied all our diploma- 
tic papoi-s for the Chinese governmeut (the Chinese writci^i 
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being afi'aid of their hands being known) in so neat and so 
expeditious a manner as to occasion great astonishment 
among them. And here, in confinnation of what 1 have said 
almve, let me observe, that this young gentleman possesses 
already five languages, English, Latin, Greek, French, and 
Chinese, a thing scarcely to be paralleled at so early an age. ^ 

The Chinese language seems however to have one material 
defect. It is liable to be equivocal, and appears to depend, 
in a great measure, upon the tone or pronunciation of the 
words used by the speakers ; for 1 took notice that in their 
conversation togeilier they were often subject to mistake one 
another, and to require frequent explanations. The same 
word as wTitten having dUTercut significations, according as it 
is spoken with a grave or witli an acute accent. 


Trade and Commerce. 

For near .forty 3'ears past pur knowledge of the conimcrre 
of China has l)een confined to Canton. Tlic Europeans fre- 
quenting that port, being chiefly engaged in the mere busi- 
ness of buying and selling on the spot, wanted leisure or 
curiosity to make inquiries beyond the sphere of their iniriie- 
diate and most interesting concerns ; and the Chinese mer- 
chants, whether from ignorance or policy, were little qualified 
or disposed to give them very accurate information. It is 
however certain that a considerable intercourse, though per- 
haps less than formerly, is still maintained between China 
and Japan, the Philippine islands, tlie isles of Sunda, and 
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the couQiries of Corea and Cochin-China. From Canton to 
Ten-chou’fou^ at the entrance of tlie gulph of Pc-tc/ie-li (to say 
nothing of the country within the gul)>ii itseU) is an extent of 
coast of near two thousand miles, indented with iunumcrabie 
harbours, many of them capable of admitting the largest 
European ships, and all of them safe and suthcicntly deep 
for the vessels of the country. • Every creek or haven has a 
town or city upon it; the inimbitunts, who almund beyond 
credibility, are mostly of a trafficking mercantile cast, and a 
great part of them, from their necessary employment in tlu; 
fishciy, which supplies them with a principal article of their 
subsistence, arc accustomed to the sea and to. the nuinage- 
inent of shipping ; but, according to the present regulations 
of the empire, all trade with any of these places is absolutely 
interdicted to Euro])eans ; and Canton is the only port which 
they arc allowed to fretiucnt. I shall therefore, uiuler the 
present head, turn my chief attention to the commerce car- 
ried on at Canton, and particularly those branches of it 
which arc most interesting to Great BriUiin and her depend- 
encies in India. 

A few years ago the exports to China on tl«^ Company's 
account in English goods, and on English bottoms, scarcely 
exceeded one Imndrcd thousand pounds per annum^ and 
the private trade nught f)crhaps be as much more. 'I’ho ba- 
lance was paid in silver ; but, since the comnuitatioii a(?t, 
the exports have been gradually rising, and have not yet, I 
am persuaded, reached their highest point. There were im- 
ported into Canton from England, during the last season 
(17 yT, in sixteen Company's ships, to the amount of above 
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!2,9ll»000 taels, or about 970,333/. sterling*, in lead, tin, 
woollens, together with furs and other articles of private 
trade. The order for woollens only in the present year 
(1794) is above 250,000/. higher than that of the former, so 
that this single article of woollens has grown to be be- 
tween 700, (XX)/. and 8(X),000/. and will probably increase. 
Thus then our exports from England to China alone will be 
1,200,0()0/. at least, or six times as much as they were a 
dozen years ago. 

'Ihc value of exports from China to England in eighteen 
Company’s ships this season is above 4,583,320 taels, or 
1,527»775/. prime cost:|:, which when sold will certainly pro- 
duce above 3,000,000/. sterling. 

As I have endeavored to be very moderate in the above 
estimate, I have confined myself solely to the trade carried 
on in the Company’s ships, making no allowance for any im- 


Ticlt. 

* *>33S»ooo 
5 76,000 


7781333 Company’s trade 
192,000 Private trade 


3,911,000 Tacit. / 970*333 


fThe vrearing of broad* cloth at court in the emperor’s presence has been lately 
permitted, is now universal during the months of March, April, May, September, 
October, and November, by all who can aiTord it in the northern provinces, and is 
pretty common during the cold months in the southern ones. 

T*el.. 

i 3 » 9 ^ 9 » 43 ^ - >> 3 ^ 3 fi 4 S Company’s trade. 

613,890 * 204,630 Private trade. 


4.S*3*3*<S Tadi. C *»Sa 7*775 
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ports into China, by the. Osfend interlopers tinder Genoese, 
Tuscan, Prussian, and other foreign colors, which are w'cll 
known to be tlie actual projicrty of English traders, and pro- 
bably laden with a considerable proportion of linglish goods. 
But without making any allowance, on such account, 1 have 
little doubt that, in a few years, our tsxports to China from 
England alone will balance the first, cost of our imports to 
England from China. 

l^o the items of our exports from England, which arc now 
chiefly confined to woollens, tin, lead (exclusive of the pri- 
vate trade, the particulai's of which f am not well informed 
about) 1 shall hero give a list of such articles as, from my 
own observation, I should think, by tlie proper management 
of the Hong merchants at Canton, might grow into general 
demand at Pekin. 

Bronze figures. 

Agate and blood stone much valued in large pieces — 
amber. 

Gr(!cn serpentine stone also in high request. 

Derbyshire spar for girdle clasps, also cut into ^ario^s 
shapes, particularly into small round heads or globes of 
half an inch to one inch in diameter, to intersperse in the 
Mandarine's collars of ceremony. 

Gilfs swords plain, and also handsomely mounted.^ 

Fowling pieces with good agate flints. 

* Anns arc not perinitted to be brought to China for sale, without parUcular 
permission } but from the admiration expressed of ours, I diould imagine the 
Hong merchants could obtain leave for a few to be imported ) and as they came to 
be butter known, the prohibition would probably be entirely taken off. 

VOt. If. 3 T 
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Coarse linen. 

Writing papca:. 

Saddles of the Chinese fashion. 

Wiustcoats and stockings of fleecy hosiery. 

Spring garters. 

Vigonia cloth. 

Whips with lashes fixed to wooden handles. 

Knives, forks, and spoons, one of each in one ' small 
case. 

Penknives with several blades. 

Brushes and combs, scissars, files, and various lesser arti- 
cles hardware. 

Necklaces and earrings fi>r wmnen. 

Plated goods; pocket-books with instrumen'^ 

Telescopes, spectacles, prints and pictuvdi. 

Nculs of all sorts and sizes. ' 

Plate glass, and small looking glasses, convex and 
concave. 

* Some of these articles, I doubt not, already make a part 
of the private trade; but not being' possessed of any very 
correct information ujmn that subject, I have thought it best 
to givd as extensive a list as 1 cpuld, of the articles likely 
to find a sale in tbe >northern part of CUna, which is as yet 
' in a great degree a Urrh incognft'u to most of tlic merchants 
of Canton., 

1 imagine that at Binuhighahi are can manufacture every 
thing in iron cheaper than the Chinese can do; I should 
therefore recommend the making a few experiments accord- 

7 
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ing to the Chinese patterns. A pair of tailor's sheers made 
at Canton costs ten pence English, which, 1 suppose, may be 
afforded in England for half the price. In truth, if we keep 
onr ground, our trade by prudent managciiicut may i^e gra> 
dually enlarged to an inlincn^ extent. The demand fur our 
tin *, (now that the Chinese understand its quality, and that 
their prejudices in favor of the Banca tin, which they had 
been ip the habit of pmferring, arc worn off,) is likely to en> 
crease ; at present it is equal to 100,000/. sterling pet au^ 
num ; and a certain quantity of our lead, nut less than ttventy 
to thirty thousand pounds sterling in value, is pretty sum of 
finding a market at Canton. But there is anotlicr article oi' 
export to China which, though 1 observe it is of late alqiosL 
discontinued, may perhaps be revived'; and, if I am not mU» 
taken in my conjectures, may be rendered of considerable 
importance — I mean copjicr. Upon thi^ subject I have en- 
deavored to procure the best information in my power, and 
T shall here insert the result of my inquiries. 

White cop()cr or tutanag seems to be com()osed of red 
cop^ier, nine, and a small portion of iron. To prove this the 
foUou'ing experiments were made. 

^They say our tin does rory urell in ateifbt bat thqr pretend it i> not so essOf 
banunetd and beat into leaf aa'die Banca tin. Thcf cannot howerec distingniih 
the difimnee between our leaf dn, and the Banca leaf tin when shown to dwm. 
Our tin having the ConpanT^s marie upon it, passea ati throngK China wiriiont dif- 
ficnltj or exanunad^ vridA U not the case of the Banca dn, tho Chinese InrKng 
often ^scoveied die latter to be adnlteiated. Indeed the Gompanjr's good faith 
seems perfeedy well estaUished, and onr weedleus, with the Comjjmy's msrit, 
also posa nnopoied from band to hand in the way of trade. 

3 T 2 . 
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Experimeut 1st. A <luanUty of copper ore \^as divkJed/ 
into two parts, one of tliese parts bemg completely roastetl 
'.vas revivified per The produce was couiinon red cop'^ 
])cr, which proved that the ore onginally contuine<l nothing - 
but rod copper, 

Experiment 2<1. The remaining portion of the ore w’as 
next completely roasted and revivified. It was then fused 
with — parts of zinc and a small portion of vitrolated iron pre- 
viously calcined. The result was a mass of white copper, or 
something so like it as scarcely to be distingiiished from it. 

These experiments prove that white copper may be made 
from copper ore, with a proper addition of zinc nxicl fcrrtim 
vit riola turn . cvilcittcxl. Tutanag in China is supposed to be 
sheer zinc, and of the finest sort; but this cannot be true, 
for zinc is a semi-motal, which although it be not readily 
broken with the hammer, yet cannot be much extended un- 
dcrit, whereas the tutanag of China has very difterent pro- 
perties, and extends easily under the hammer. The con- 
sumption of white copper in China is immense. The price 
at Canton is seldom lower than one hundred dollars, per 
pccul of .13.3| lbs. or about four shillings per pound. Red 
copper in ingots was sold m London, in July 1792, at one 
shilling per pound. "Would it not then be much better for us 
(supposing white copper could be made in England for 2s, 
or 'is. 6d.) to export it to Cliina, instead of attempting to 
push the red copper, which is considered as a losing article, 
and is not likely to be rendered a lucrative one ; tor the Hong 
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merchants are obliged by governftient to sell it at a fixetl 
price, ,and they pretend that they lose fifty per cent, upon 
every pecul of it which they take from us in the way of 
trade. That they really do lose by it is ycry probable ; for 
if there were any profit, however small, they would not think 
it below their attention. The principal use tliat English red 
copper is applied to in China, is the coinage*, of small money, 
of which one thousand pieces arc equal to a tael, or 6 s. 8 d. 
sterling. The houses arc covered with tiles, which are so 
very cheap, and answer the purpose so well, that our red cop- 
per is not likely to be substituted for roofing ; neither do I 
think that its use can be introduced for many other purposes. 
The small boilers of the Chinese are commonly of earthen- 
ware, and their laige ones of cast-iron. Great quantities of 
tutanagare exported from China to India; our country ship.*! 
sometimes take near 100,000/. worth in the season, so that if 
we can make it in England, a new and profitable article is 
added to our exports. 

1 have said nothing of the fur trade to Canton, although I 
am inclined to imtigine that, if it were solely in tlic Company's 
hands (and it, in a good measure, depends upon theiii that 
it should be so) it might be rendered of very great value. In 
the present state of it, the Chinese at Canton purchase furs 
from us, and from other natiotis frequenting that port, to the 
amount of more than 200,000/. per annum. 

With regard to toys, jewellery, &e. commonly called Sing 
songs, paints, dyeing-stuffs, &c. it is better to leave them ai 
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Jsrge as objects ol* speculations for private traders, whose 
habits of industry and individual activity are better calculated 
than the magnificent s3'atetii of a great commercial body for 
a traffic in such articles. 

Having nowv^ven a sketch of the direct trade between 
Great Britain and China, it remains to speak of the com* 
inerce of our dependencies in India with China, which com- 
merce is of high concern to us, and merits particular atten- 
tion and regulation. Tlie amount of the legal trade of 1792, 
imported to Canton in twenty of our country ships, was 
1,608,544 taels*, to which is to be added the value of,. 
473,000 taiils in cotton brought on the Company’s ships from 
Bonibay^, making together 2,08 1,544 taiils, or about 693,848 7. 
Tlic illegal and contraband trade of opium consists of two 
thousand five hqndred chests, which, at four hundred dollars 
per chest, will give 250,0001. so that the whole iinjiorts fi-om 
Bengal and Bombay to Canton are,, not much sliort of a 
million sterling, or 943,848/. The exports from China in 


The principal articles were as follows : 

Ftcula. Taali. 


Cotton 

- 112,854 at It taels per pecul 

i.» 4*,394 

Tm 

- 5,stii at 15 ditto 

7 «. 9«5 

Pepper 

- 5,567 at 15 ditto 

83.505 

Sandal wood 

8,7to at 30 ditto 

175,600 

Elephants’ teeth 

- 350 at 37 ditto 

12,310 

Beea wai 

• 564 at 30 ditto 

16,920 


Taels - 

1,608,544 

Add cotton 

43,000 at II bf Company’s dupa 

473.000 


Total value Taels - 

2,081,544 
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the above mentioned twenty country ships cost at Qmton 
{)68y632 taels *, or 322,877 L 'fherc appears then a balance 
of 620,971 in favor of India hi her China trade, and tit 
seems likely to inci'casc, for the cotton of Bombay and the 
opium of Bengal are now become, in a great measure, neces- 
saries in China, the latter having grown into general demand 
through all the southern provinces, and the former being pre- 
ferable to silk for common use, as a cheaper and pleasanter 
w'ear. Another rcason may be given for tlie great rising de- 
mand for India cotton. As the inhabitants every day seem 
to increase beyond 'the usual means of subsistence, I suspect 
they are obliged to (XMivert many of tlieir cotton plantations 
provision grounds. 

The profits of the Hong iiierchaiits upon theiv foreign 
trade must be very great, to enable them to bear the expense 
of the numerous and magnificent presents, which they make 


* The articles were as follows : 

Raw silk 




Taelfo 

Tutanag 

- 

- 

- 

• 

256,046 

Sugar 

- 

- 

- 

- 

130,490 

Sugar-candy 

- 

- 

- 

- 

107,490 

Alluro 

- 

- 

- 

- 

37.5 

Wrought silk. 


- 

- 

- 

31,600 

China ware 

m 


- 

- 

30,000 

Camphor 

- 

- 

m 

- 

18,750 

Nankin cotton cloth 

A- 


m 

a, 75 o 

Quicksilver 

m 

- 

- 

• 

1,150 

Turmeric 

- 


• 

m0 

240 


Total value Taels * 968,63a 
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to the snpciior IVIandariiies at Canton, who, in their turn, 
send a part of these presents to the emperor and his mini- 
sters and favorites at Pekin. By wliat 1 saw at Gehol and 
yu(’tMnhi-tfU(‘}t, and by the reports concerning the things 1 
did not sec (particularly in the ladies’ apartments, and the 
I'luropoan j>alace, vliicli latter is entirely furnished and 
enriched with article.^ troin Europe) 1 am led to believe what 
r hat e been assured of, that the emperor possesses . to the 
A'aluc of two iniliions sterling at tlie least in vanous toys, 
jewellery, gla-js, musical automatons, and other figure.s ; 
instruments of difterent kinds, microcosms, clocks, watches, 
\c. all or most of them made in Ijondon. 

It is generally supposed that the system of administration 
at Canton has been corrupt and oppressive to a great degree, 
and it is certain that several of the Uou~poos or treasurers, at 
their return to Pekin, haic been called to a stiict account. 
Some liave sufi'ered large confiscations and others a severer 
]iuinshincnt ; but the distance from the metropolis is so great, 
the tcmplutions so strong, and the ehanccs of impunity so 
many, that the faithful discharge of such a duty requires 
more integrity than is usually to be found here united with 
power and opportunity. Hence arise the peculations and 
o.\tortions so much complained of, and many of them, 1 be- 
lieve, very justly complained of at Caulun. There is one’ 
which 1 am qualified particularly to speak upon. In consi- 
deration of Captain Mackintosh having accompanied my em- 
bassy, and brought the presents to the emjieror on board 

of his ship, he was assured she should be exempted from all 

1 
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the emperor's duties payable at the port, wlierc she nii<>I»t 
take in her cargo. IJeing disappointed of thegocnls expected 
at Chen^saiif he procccdc<l on the fliiulostan to Canton, and 
look in there an usual cargo for England ; but the privilege 
that had been promised was not unch'rslood by the /iojz-pov 
ill the sauH'. manner that it had been understood by us ; tiir 
aftc'r ll)e accustomed duties, l<>r all the ships had been paid 
b}*^ the Hong merchants, of which 50,000 taels were the llin- 
<lostan‘s proportion, the Jloii-poo repaid into Air, Browne’s 
hands only 1-1,000 <h)llars insteu<l oi the whole .00,000 tacMs as 
was expecte'C saying that so much was tin' exact amount of the 
emperor’s duties, biit -itd saying nor oxjilaining what liecauie 
of tlK*^ rrniaiiuler. It is iaiw^'ver of some ailvantage to ns to 
have l'‘an!ed from such an authoriiy what the emperor’s real 
duties anx and may be a step to relievo us from the others, 
whitdi it is proliabic are tor a groat part absolute extor- 
tions. 

The trade; of the Dutch, French, Americans, Danes and 
Swedes with China is so much declined, and so likely, in a 
iew years, to be almost annihilated, that it is the less ilceessary 
for me to dwell upon the snbjoet. 'I’he Dan«;s and Swedes 
hav<', in a grc'at measure, given it up; and will, I believe, 
send but few more ships to Canton. i\rany years must elapse 
before it can revive in France. Tlu; Ameri«;ans, with all 
tlsoir contrivances and industry, are not likcjy, as f am well 
informed, to pursue it witii much ailvantage ; and as for the 
Dutch, the allairs of their comjiany in these parts of the 
Avorld arc in so deplorabh; a condition, that it is scarcely pos- 
sible to contem])latc them without comjiassion, or to ap- 

<■» 
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{YFoach them without bhriukiiig. They afford an awfht lesson 
for our instruction. 

The total imports of all these different nations to Cantoi^ 
in 1792, wlion summed up together, amount to about 
200,0(X)/. and their cxijorts from thence to l)et\\een 6()0,000/. 
and 700,000/. svhieh gives a balance of nearly lialf a mil- 
hon against them, an<l what renders it more unfavorable is, 
that very little of what they bring to China is of their home 
]>roduetion. 

'I’he trade br'twccn China and Uussia, which had .been 
long interrupted, is now open again. Mr. Coxc, in his ac- 
count of it some years since, states it to be much more con- 
siderable than I could have imaging. 1 have not his liook 
with me to refer to; but, as 1 recollect, he com- 

putes the value of silks, Nanftmcloth, tea, porcclainc. See. 
brougllft over land from China into Russia at several hundred 
thousand pounds per annum. In ITbY, when T left St. Peters- 
burgh, it w as sup]iosed to be v cry far short of his estimate, and 
indeed i.do not concei^e that cither the necessities or facul- 
ties of Russia could warrant it even at this day. Tlie returns 
to (yhina art' made chieHy in furs, leather and w'oolleii cloth, 
the latter mostly (fcrman with a small quantity of Knglish 
stiperiinc. fn my road to Oehol, I met scscral camels laden 
with those woollens ; and so jgnoi*ant in matters of trade were 
man}' of the Cliiuesc that they lielievcd them to be the niaiut- 
factui'c of M’artary, just as several Engilish articles, which 1 
saw at Pekin, were supposed to be the production of 
Canton. 


7 
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Among tbo various novelties and projects which tlio 
empress of Russia’s fertile fancy has imagined^ 1 am some- 
what suiprised) that the sending a ship or two to Canton 
never occurred to her. * The magniheent idea of holding, from 
such a distance, an intercourse with the two extremities of 
China, and of showing to tliat empire that it was accessible 
to her by sea as well as by land, would seem pcrtcctly con- 
genial with her character, and naturally to arise in so ambi- 
tious and adventurous a mind. 

Having mentioned under the head “ Arts and Sciences,” 
that the Chinese excel in the art of dyeing, it may be proper 
to observe that nevertheless the China Nankin, which from 
its cheapness, pleasantness, and color is of such general 
%vcar in England, is not dyed as is commonly imagined but 
is fabricated from a native brown cotton wool, which is chiefly 
cultivated in the provinces of Kiang-nan and Che-kiang. 
I am informed, from good authority, that this kind of cotton 
grows also in the neighborhood of Manilla in the island of 
Lucouia. 

As fifty thousand to sixty thousand bales of cotton of 

four hundred pounds each, woith from ten to tw<*lvc talUs 

per pecul, are annually imported from India to Canton, 

which is from three to five talUs less than the piicc of the 

• # • 

* This project was reserved for the emperor Alexander^ l>\it the ill treatment 
which the commanders of the Russian ships experienced at Cantoiii together with 
the swindling conduct of the Chinese* will probably prevent a repetition of the 
experiment. 


3u2 
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|i&iivc cotton of Cbina, 1 sboubjl think it tni^t he Woi^'' 
whiJc for our gentlctnen at BoinI>ay and Surat to jinsoure 
the brown c(»tton plant Tiom Manillai if not iron) China* 
and cultivate it in India. Tlte Boml)ay cotton is chieBy used 
by the Cliincsc for making what is called the white Kankin, 
imt which is rather of a cream color tlian of a dear white. 

Perhaps it may not he improper to couuder here the effects 
that might possibly ibllow iiom cultivating the brown cotton 
in India, and sending it to England. East India wliitc 
cotton wool now (1794) sells for ten pence Uic pound in TiOn- 
don, but supfjosc it to sell for one sliUling a pound, which is 
about onC'third cheaper than the average price of West Indf^ 
cotton, this circumstance then, with tlie reduction in the cost 
of labor, by the use of our machinery (never likely to hr intro- 
duced in China) and the dye saved besides, might enable 
the people of Manchester to afford their Nankins at so low a 
rate as in a short time entirely to exclude Uiat article of our 
present import from Canton. 

The Chinese ha^ c a method of dyeing their cotton wool in 
scarlet much superior to any with which w'e are acf|uaiiitpd. It 
is said they employ soiikj strong asliingcnt \egetable juice for 
fixing that color, but Irom what plants it is extracted wc are 
entirely ignorant. The chief cxcellenrc of their cdors, in 
general, w'hidi we so much admire, arises from thoir indcf<!(L 
tigable care and pains in washing, purifying and grinding 
them, fur many of them are not the produce of Chiioa, but 
imported from Europe. 3 
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. concliKlc this article I cannot avoid adding a wieficd 

ot'two, as not entirely foreign to the subject. If the China 
’ trade of the Dutch, French, Danes, Swedes, Americans, &c. 
by which tlic Cliiiu'sc have hitherto received a considerable 
balance, should tall to the ground, and our trade continue 
to improve, as it now seems to promise, that is to say, that 
the value of exports and imports between England and China 
should become nearly equal, and the balance between China 
and India remain still in lavor of the latter, may not the Chinese 
take alarm at so much silver being sent out of their rountry 
in discharge of the balance ? Also what is likely to become 
of that silver, when the country ships shall no longer have 
the resource of remitting the amount of it as formerly by bills 
upon Euixjpc through the treasuries at Canton ? I have b<‘en 
told that some silver has of late been carried away by the 
cotintry ships from Canton to India, and that the Hong mer- 
chants, considering silver as mere merchandize, did not appear 
sensible of any disadvantage from such a trade ; but any con- 
jectures or'tjucstions that might occur to me upon these 
points have been, I dare say, already anticipated and re- 
solved by the honorable East India Company and their ser- 
vants at Canton. 




N O T E. 

Thesk Papers, which follow under the title of First and Second Sup- 
plement to the Head Trade and Commerce,” are a mere jeu d* esprit y 
which occuned to me, in considering the hardships complained of by 
Europeans in China, 'ihey undoubtedly have suiTered many and are 
liable to stiffer more under such a government. I.et us not, however, 
exaggerate. The Chinese are by no means wanting in proper notions ol 
justice, though they may often deviate from it in their practice; but, 
in order to give them fmr play, let us suppose the possible case, which, 
by way o{ illustration, I have here drawn up, and let us then sa^, whe- 
ther a Chinese might not find as much to be surprized at in London, as 
an Englishman docs at Canton 


First Supplement to the Hend “ Trade and Commerce.'’ 


The desire of gain is of suclf quick growth in a com- 
mercial country, and of such an eticronching nature, that all 
the vigilance and exertion of the magistrate, arc m|pcssary to 
regulate and circumscribe it. T’hc arts of chiding discovery 
and defeating tlctection arc so numerous and ingenious, and 
the mazes of fraud so intricatt?, that scarcely any patience 
or industry can master and unravel them. We find 
ourselves cither totally obstructed in our researches, or we 

* The case stated in the First . Stipplement is by no means an ideal one, but strictly 
founded in fact* J. B* 
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are lost in a labyrinth^ and sometimes dci’ourcd hy the 
monster that inhabits it. Ho, who is impatient to wallow at 
home in the mire lie may ooiitrart aijnmd, will not lie very 
smipulon.s or delicate in his moans of acquisition, or in the 
sty where he ea>i Ivatton. In the rage of avaricious hunger 
he disregards difticulty and dangc*r. He flies from Ilombay 
(o "Maflvas, from IVncooleu to I’.cngaT, fron* China to 
I’inang; his only inquiry is'wlsere the spoil is to he 'found, 
and his only eare to possess it. He is not deterred by the 
dread of punisliment, and still le^^» hy the consciousness of 
shame. Protection and eounlentmee are to be found in the 
effrontery and number of the herd. As an opjiressor, he 
will only Iiav<! t'ollowed illu^lrjous examples, ho can quote 
precedents for most of the crimes he may he guilty of, and 
if jnveedents were wanting, state fiolicy and stale noc-essity 
arc sometimes admissible pleas in justification of the most 
atrocious delinquent. 

If the resources of a province have been exhausted hy the 
ravages of war, or the rapacity of rcceiNcrs, the receiver or 
his friend supplies the means of reproduction, ami lends, at 
an enormous interest, their own money to the very wretches 
who havc^ecn robbed of it. AVhen the harvest is gathered 
in, I need not say how small a share of it is left for the un- 
fortunate cultivator, flis only consolation, if it he one, is 
tliat his superiors are little hclbir treated than himself ; and 
that the creditor deals out an equal measure of hardship to 
the peasant and the prince, to the ryot and the nabob. 
When their country is devoured, new regions and other 
strophadcs must be sought for, to gorge the harjiics. 
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Paul Plunder, Cieorge Gmsp, Patrick O’Robbery, and 
Andrew Mac Murder set their heads together and project a 
money voyage to another country, where although lending 
money to the natives, even at legal interest, be against law, 
and consecpiently must be doubly (*riniinal if at usury, never- 
theless, such is tiic force of habit and the allurements of 
lucre, they run the risk and prosecute the adventure. M'hc^ 
take bonds from the Chinese bctiring IS ptv nut. ; for some 
little time receive regular payments, and hug themselves for 
their sagacity in discovering these new Indies of enrichinenl. 
^^ovve^er, what every one not alisolutely lilinded by cupidity 
might c\pcet •'Oon happened. 'J'he boi rowers were ruined In 
this exorbitant rate of int(‘rcsl, and bt'canu* absolutely iuea- 
j)able to fulfil their eng.'igements. 'I'hc lenders tlien cry out 
In all the fury of (Usappointed vomeity, uiul loudly reprobali', 
as a fraud, the insolvene.y of which they themselves wen* 
the authors. A^i indefatigable a.s insatiable, they pursue 
their object vMlhout remission, and without any considera- 
tion v\hatsocvcr before them, but the recovery of their loss(*s; 
they have the audacity to commit the honor of thc'ir sovereign 
m the infamy of their proceedings, and engage lin admiral to 
send an English man of vv^ar to enforce* their scandalous de- 
mands at Canton. 

Notwithstanding the illegality and criminality ol tlu'ir 
elaiin, the r<*g(‘ncy of Canton listc'ncd to it with attention, 
and ordered a' eonsidcrable part of it to be paid out of the 
emperor’s treasury, reserving to tlieinselvcs tlic setlleraent of 
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the businew with the debtors. Tlie Chinese government, 
however, acted on this occasion with their usnal artifice and 
|)olicy . As they could recover nothing from debtors who they 
found had been already stripped, they were i-hsolvcd not to 
be entirely tlie dupes of the claimants, and that the emperor 
should not pay out of his pocket what lie had received no 
value for. As the right of making such regulations in their 
own ports as they judge fit cknnot be well disputed, although 
it may be compTaiued of, iliey, in order to reimburse them- 
selves, laid an additional tax upon tjie foreign trade to Can- 
ton, intending it to full, as indeed itjdocs, cliiefly upon the 
English, whom they considered as the occasion of the trouble 
and expense they had been at. So that by this adventure of 
a few usurers from India, not only the English East India 
Company, but all the other European companies at Canton, 
are saddled with a new burden on tlieir commerce, which it 
may be very difficult, if ever possible, to get free from. 
But this is not all; these money lenders, instead of being 
satisfied with having got what they had no right to expect, 
are vociferous for more, and actually importune the minister 
to make himself the Sliylock of tlicir mpneity, and to exact 
for tliem all the penalties and forfeitures of the bond. 

llow far such an interposition may be Advisable would per- 
haps be lietter judgc<l of, by a perusal of the case of a 
Chinese creditor applying for justice against an English 
debtor, which is stated in (he annexed jictition to the right* 
honoiable president of the India board. 
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The humble Petition of Tong-foo and Bouble-mc^qua, to 
• the Colao DuNDASy President of the ftastem 'I'ribuna]» 
&c. &c. 

SHEWETII, 

That your petitioners are the sons and executors of the 
late Si-Ii-boo and JH^ke-me-pOt whq were eminent Hong mer- 
ehants in the city of Canton in the year 1749, and had very ex- 
tensive dealings in the way of trade with Peter Pancras and 
Samuel Smithfield, two English merchants, 'who sometimes 
resided at Macao and sometimes at Canton; that the said 
Pancras and Smithfield having occasion, in the course of 
their business, to boitow the sum of 40,000 taels or ounces 
of silver, your petitioners' fathers Si~H~boo and Pi-ke--me-pa 
did lend to them the said sum, taking tlieir bond for the 
same at legal interest, which no edict or statute, Chinese or 
English, as they lielieve, prohibited them to- do, and which 
they believe was of eminent service to the credit and for- 
tunes of the said Pancras and Smithfield. Tliat some time 
afterwards the said Pancras and Smithfield absconded to 
Bengal, . where they died, without having discharged fheir 
Engagements to their creditoi-s. That the said Si-li-boo and 
Pi^ke-me-po, whilst living, and your petitioners since tlieir 
decease, have repeatedly applicckto the chief and committee 
of English supracargoes at Canton, for the payment of jtbe 
said sum, but widiout any efiect; being told for answer, 
that the representatives and executors of the said i’ancras 
and Smithfield were the persons solely responsible for tlicsc 
debts, and that such debts could only be i|pMX>vered by due 
course of law in England. Your petitioners, being entirely 

3x2 
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i^jliornnt of ihu 1a\i^s of England, and understanding that it 
would lx; vfi'y expensive, tedious and difficult for them to in- 
ilitulc and prosecute to effect a suit at law in that country, 
and confiding in your known justice and humanity, humbly 
pray that you will please to order the representatives or ex- 
ecutors of the said Peter Pancras and Samuel Smithfield to 
pay to your petitioners the jibove recited sum of 40,000 taels 
with legal interest for the same from the year 1749 to the 
present time, without putting them to the trouble and charge 
of bringing acticftis, or filing bills in the royal courts of justice 
at Westminster, especially as they arc informed that the pro- 
eecdings there are not summary as in China, but so dilatory 
that your jictitioners’ whole lives might be spent in solicitu* 
tion and attendance, Ireforc the suit were likely to be deter- 
mined, and consctiuently they would be deprived of the pri- 
vilege of being buried in the tombs of their ancestors, and 
be exposed to the hoiTors of having their bones desposited 
in a foroigu land. . '\'our petitioners humbly entreat you will 
take these eirciuustances into your consideration, and give 
rhe relief prayed t’or, especially, as his most hublimc ma jesty 
the resplciuh'nt emperor Kien-long\ liberality and generosity 
to the English Merchants are notorious to the whole world, iu- 
soimieh, tjiiat not long since, on a connilaint being niadc tQj* 
him of certain wrongs suppibsed to be suffered by them fre^ 
his ‘subjects, he, instead of refemng them to the usua^tfiul 
ordinary forms of justice, by which, according to the laws of 
the empire, all cases of property ought to be decided, did 
not hesitate to supersede those forms and* laws in their favor, 
and, by his solqfffiut, orde.red a great sura of money not less 

than ia*4s to be paid to the agents of Paul Plunder, 
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George Orasp» Peter O’Robbcry, and Andrew Mac Murder, 
merchants of Calcutta and Madras, claiming the s&mc as due 
to them, by Cht-quu, Si^qua^ and some other fiiui^quas of 
Canton, although such sums were not legally claimable, the 
said merchants well knowing that their lending money at any 
rate to Cluncsc subjects was not only contrary to an edict of the 
year of his majesty, but luort^ particularly contrary to an- 
other edict of the yeai* of his majesty, which prohibits a 

higher siuh than 12 per cent, to be received as interest foi 
money lent, M'hercas the money lent to Clii-quot Si-qhUy See. 
by the said Paul Plunder, George CJrasp, Patrick O'llobbcrv, 
and An(lrt‘w .Nfae, Murder, was expressly on the coudiliyn ol’ 
its bearing an interest of 18 per cenl. a degree of usiny not 
tit to .be pnu‘tised by the. subjects of one tViondly poncr to- 
wards those of another, and which totally mined tlu* uui’or- 
tunatc Chl-qm^ Si-qiia, See. anti all tlieir faiuilics, all llu'ir 
pro{)erty that was Icll being seized towards tlie diselunge of 
the debt; and tlK'n)^clvcs banished into the ^ilds ofl’nitary. 
•./here they mist ial)ly*pcrislft'd. 

Such miexainpled favor having l)een shown in this recent 
insUincc to the J'’nglish merchants, by his ImiH'iial Majesty’s 
order, It is Immhly hoped your pclitionci’s will meet vith a 
similar attcntit>n and telief, and your petitioners will, as in 
duty bountl, for ever pray, Ac. 

Second Supplement to the Head ** Trade and Commerce.’' 

The hardsliips suffered by Euroiicans trading to Canton 
have been the subject of much complaint, and not without 
reason in some instances ; but iu others a few allowances may 
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be made in favor of the Cbiuese» considering the vast differ- 
ence between Asiatic and European manners, and that our 
customs ap|>ear as strange tind unaccountable to them as 
theii's can possibly do to us. Tliey are astonished when tliey 
hear of the unguarded intercourse of nations in our part of 
the world, and can scarcely be made to comprehend the m- 
pnical advantages tliat arc derived from it. 

They say to us, why do you visit a country so often, whose 
laws you dislike and are disposed to disobey ? We do not 
invite you to come among us ; but when you do come, we 
receive you in the manner prescribed by our gpveriimeiil, 
and whilst you behave well? we behave to you accordingly. 
Respect our hospitality ; but do not pretend to regulate or 
reform it. 

Whether a Chinese going to tmde in England is likely 

to meet with better treatment thw an Englishman going 

to trade in China, may be collected from the annexed pe- 

* 

tition. 

1 do not recollect that any Englishmao ever suffered such 
hardships in China, as are stated in this paper. The only 
case in any degree analogous is that of Mr. Flint, who, about 
thirty-five years ago, went to Tien-^ing from Canton, without 
a passport, and in defiance of the lav^, in order to make a 
complaint against an officer of Canton, 'ihc tribunal of 
justice decided tliu complaint to be groundless, and punished 
the complainant by imprisonment for three years, and by 
banishment from the empire at the expiration of that' 
term. 
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'I I lilt Mr.’ Flint had hard measure I have no doubt, and 
that false witnesses wore brought to condemn him, and were 
indulgentlj listened to nuainst a stranger is not much to be won- 
dered at, sinee e\eu in Fiiigland, many ICn^ishmcn have been 
sentenced to lose their lives upon equally suspicious evidence. 
I’lic munber.s who were hanged upon the testimony of Bcit}', 
h'gnn, Mae Daniel, &c. I am disposed to think, had as 
much, if not more, reason to eomplain of die justice of 
Knglaiul, than Afr. Flint had of the justice of China. And 
how fiir Iht-pc-qua has reason to be satisfied with us, let his 
petition exphiiu. 


To the Great Cohw Duxjias, President of the Eastern 

Tribunal^ t^'C. 

The humble Petition of Du~j)e-qua^ late ISfcrchaiit and 
Mariner of Canton, in the Kinpire of China, but now 
confiued in llis Mtqesty’s Prison the King's Bench, 

UrMULY snuwj.Tu, 

'i'ti \T your petitioner sailed in. the month of January 
177o, from the city of Canton in the empire of China, on 
boaril the Junk Kien~long, of throe hundred and fifty tons 
burden, more or less, belonging to your said petitioner and 
certain other merchants, and bound to London, in the river 
Thames, laden with seven hundred peculs of raw silk, two 
thousand pieecs of Nankin «coUou cloth, three hundred chests 
of tea, and twenty-five crates of porcclainc, or earthenware, 
all the natural produce or manufacture of the’ empire of 
(’I'.iiia: That the said On his arriving at Graves- 



end, was boardedllijr three officers or Mandarines, who for- 
cibly took po^ssion of his junk, and compelled your peti- 
tioner to ntwinfain them with the best of his jwovisions and 
liquors whilst iho^ stayed ; that after some time, two of the 
siiid officers or Mhtldarines w'ent away, and the other re- 
mained and took upon him, as well ns your petitioner could 
undei’stand,' die dircciiou and command of the ship, and 
brought her up to Ijondon-hridge near tlie Custom-house ; 
that the same Mandarine repeatedly gave bints to j'our peti- 
tioner, that he exjK*ctcd some reward on account of his 
trouble, which your petitioner paid to him to a considerable 
amount, believing the same to be justly and lawfully due to 
him, aud the customary duties of the port. 

• That your petitioner then was brought to a place called 
the l iong Uoom, where he gave notice to the chief Mundurine 
tliere, that he had coiile from Canton with a cargo, all the 
production or manufacture of China, to sell and dispose of in 
hhigland, in the same inauner as English merchants and 
mariners sell Und disptise of dicjr cargoes al Canton, and 
30Ur petitioner did therefore request a permit to land his 
gwids, he the said Du-iye-qim paying' the same fees and taxes 
thereupon, as the other ships coming from Cantou are accus- 
tomed to pay ; to w'hich the said Mandarine replied that your 
petitioner’s rcijuest could not be granted, because, in tlie 
first place, your petitioner was a Chinese, and therefore ought 
to pay more fees and taxes than»an Englishman, (although 
Englishmen at Cantou pay no more fees and taxes than ,. 
. Chinese do) ; but ^ycn if your petitioner ivere to consent to 
pay the siiid fees aiiid taxes, which he called “ alit'ns’ duly," 
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ihc same could not be accepted, ‘nor his goods ndmitted to 
an entry, because it was against law and the charter of the 
East India Company for any person to bring goods from 
China to England, except the said East India Company, 
who have an exclusive privileges for that pur})ose. As your 
petitioner had already discovered that the Mandarine, who 
had first boarded your petitioner, had deceived and cheated 
him, and as he had been also imposed upon by almost every 
other pcrsi>n, with whom he had anj' transactions since his 
arrival in England, he did not believe w'hat the Mandarine of 
the Long-room said to him, thinking it impossible to be true ; 
because, jiisti<;c and reason being the same in all civiliml 
countries, he did suppose, that if the Emperor of China ad- 
mitted nil English ships without distinction to trade to Can- 
Ion, the King of England would not forbid any Chinese ship 
from trading to liondon ; that therefore your petitioner did 
proceed, as is the custom of China, to bargain for the sale of 
his cargo with a person who offered to deal with him for the 
same. AVhich person, instead of standing to his agreement, 
went, and informed against your petitioner as if he were a 
criminal and traitor, having evil designs against the State, 
upon which he was forcibly seiml and dragged to this prison* 
His ship was also seized, forfeited, and sold with its cargo, 
and the money paid, he knows not to whom ; and your 
petitioner himself has been prosecuted in the Court of Exchc- 
(|uer, as a rogue and dijfraiuler of the King (although he 
declares, in the presence of the Tien, he never harbored subh 
intentions), and l)ecn condemned to He in gaol for tlm re- 
mainder of his da3's in this strange without hope of 
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rcvbiting hi<i counti'}’, or being buried, whci* lie dies, in the 
family tombs of his ancestoi's. V'oiir jTetiiioiKr therefore 
prays you to take liis case into consideration, anti give such 
relief as in your wisdom you shall think fit; for which your 
I>etitioner, kc. 


C O N C 1, U S 1 O N. 

BjiFORE 1 set out upon my embassy to Chinn, 1 perused 
all the books that had been writlen about that country, in all * 
the languages I could understand; With every body from 
whom I had hopes of information I endeavored to converse, 
and where that could not be done I corresponded with them 
by letter. Having thus stored up in my mind all the mate- 
rials within my reach, I shut' my books, and as soon as I 
arrived in the Yellow Sea, I began a diftercut course of study 
upon the same subject. Instead of reading any longer the 
accounts of <3Uiei*s, I turned to tlie. originals themselves, 
and lost no opportunity in my power of perusing and cousi- 
dciing them. 

The intercourse of the Chinese with foreigners is liowcver so 
■ regulated apd rcstrjiined, and the difficulty of obtaining cor- 
rect inforraptiort jw gt'cat, that the foregoing papers must not 
be received without yererve, nor regarded otherwise than as 

• ‘■I • ^ . • .-L . .v' ■ - 
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merely the result of my own researches and reflections ; for 
1 aiu sensible that, besides being defective in many points, 
they will l)c found to difter a good deal from the accounts of 
former iravcllers; but 1 am fur from saying that the errore 
may not be in me, rather than in them. I may have seen 
ncitlu;r so well nor so mueii as they did ; but whatever 1 did 
sec or could learn from good authority, I have nnulc it a 
point most faithliilly to represent and report. 'J’hc picture 
may se<?m luu-sh, cold, or ill-colored ; but the Amcy of the 
painter has intruded nothing into tlu; piece that did not ap- 
pear to him in the original from which he drew, lie meant 
neither to embellish nor disfigure, but solely to give ;is just a. 
resemblance as he could. 


THK JiND. 


5ir.dia!i :-n<i 

Nisit 'Suetl S»iVt.trc, Londc-a. 







